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My dear Canon Wenham, 

After the careful revisions which your Scripture 
Reading Book has undergone, — three of them being made 
for the purpose of satisfying criticisms, — I can have no 
hesitation in saying that you have fulfilled the obligations 
of prudence in selecting the passages of Holy Scripture 
for the use of our schools. 

The principle on which .you proceeded seems to me 
to be sound, namely, to preserve the text of the Holy 
Scripture in its integrity, and to be governed in your 
selections, and in the omissions of words or phrases, by 
the needs and conditions of those for whom the book is 
intended. The very careful Censors, who have revised it, 
or revised the revisions, enal?le me to commend the book 
with confidence for use in our schools. 

Believe me, always yours afiectionately in Christ, 

HBNEY EDWARD, 
Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster. 

The Very Eev. Canon Wenham. 
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PART ni. THE KINGS. 



This Third Part contains the history of the Israelites nnder 
their kings from the Accession of the first king, Saul, B.C. 
107 e5, to the Babylonian Captivity under the last king, 
Sedecias, B.C. 586, nearly 500 years. This period may be 
divided into three. During the first 100 years the three 
first kings ruled over the twelve tribes. Then the kingdom 
was divided, and for the next 255 years ten tribes were 
governed by the kings of Israel. After the overthrow of 
the kingdom of Israel the kingdom of Juda went on for 
another 135 years. 

To make the history of this period more easy, the plan 
has been adopted of so arranging the readings as to give a 
continuous history of the kings of Juda from Saul to Se- 
decias. The reigns of the kings of Israel, if we except 
Jeroboam, Achab, and Jehu, are unimportant, and a clear 
view of the history is more easily obtained by describing 
the events of the kingdom of Israel in the account of the 
reign of the king of Juda for the time being. 

The history of this period is contained in the Books of 
the Kings and the first and second Books of Paralipome- 
non. Of the four Books of Kings, the two first are at- 
tributed to Samuel, and the two last were probably written 
by the Propnet Jeremiah. The Books of Paralipomenon, 
or * things left out,' are also called the Books of Chronicles. 
They were probably written by Esdras the Scribe, and are 
supplementary to the Books of Kings. The readings in 
this Part are therefore taken from the Books of Kings or 
Paralipomenon, according as the events are more fully 
narrated, or more eaoily understood in the one or the other*, 
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THE hmoa. 



B.C. 

1075. 
1056. 
1015. 

975. 

958. 

955. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF THE KINGS, 

Saul begins to reign. 

David reigns at Hebron. 

Solomon crowned. 

Eoboam reigns over Jiula. Jeroboam over Israel. 

Abia reigns 3 years. b.c. 

Aea, 41 years. 954. Nadab. 

953. Baasa. 

930. Ela. 

929. Zimri. 

925. Amri. 

918. Achab. 

897. Ochozias. 

896. Joram. 



914. Josaphat, 25 years (Elias). 

889. Joram, after Laving reigned 2 
years with. Josaphat (Eliseus). 
885. Ochozias. 
884. Athalia. 
878. Joas for 40 years. 
839. Amasias, 29 years (Jonas). 

810. Ozias or Azarias, 52 years 
(Amos, Joel, and Osee). 



758. 
742. 
726. 
698. 
643. 
G41. 



610. 
609. 
598. 
598. 

682. 



Jotham, 16 years (Isaias). 
Achaz, 16 years (Micheas). 
Ezechias, 29 years (Nahum). 
Manasses, 65 years (Judith). 
Amon, 2 years. 
Josias, 31 years (Sophonias, 

Habacuc, Jeremias, and 

Baruch). 
Joachaz, 3 months. 
Joakim, 11 years. 
Joachin^ 3 months. 
Sedecias. Captivity, B.C. 588 

(Ezechiel, Abdias, Daniel), 
Temple destroyed. 



884. Jehu. 

856. Joachaz. 

841. Joas. 

825. Jeroboam II. 

773. Zecharias,6montha 

772. Sellum, 1 month. 

771. Mahanem. 

761. Phaceia. 

759. Phacee. 

730. Osee, the last king. 
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SECT. LVllI. THE PEOPLE DESIRE A KINO. SAUL IS ANOINTED. 

The People desire a King. — And it came to pass when * ^^?%2 
Samuel was old, that he appointed his sons to be judges over ^'"' " * 
Israel. Xow the name of his first horn son was Joel, and the 
name of the second was Abia : judges in Bersahce. And his sons 
walked not in his ways : hut they turned aside after lucre, and 
took bribes, and perverted judgment. 

Then all the ancients of Israel being assembled, came to 
Samuel to Eamatha. And they said to him : Behold thou art 
old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways : make us a king, to 
judge us, as all nations have. And the word was displeasing 
in the eyes of Samuel, that they should say : Give us a king, to 
judge us. And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 

And the Lord said to Samuel : Hearken to the voice of the 
people in all that they say to thee. For they have not rejected 
thee, but Me, that I should not reign over them.* According to 
all their works, they have done from the day that I brought them 
out of Egypt until this day : as they have forsaken Me, and served 
strange gods, so do they also unto thee. Now therefore hearken 
to their voice : but yet testify to them, and foretell them the 
right of the king, that shall reign over them. 

Then Samuel told all . the words of the Lord to the people 
that had desired a king of him, and said : This will be the rightf 
of the king, that shall reign over you : he will take your sons, 
and put them in his chariots, and will make them his horsemen, 
and his running footmen to run before his chariots, and he will 
appoint of them to be his tribunes, and centurions, and to plough 
his fields, and to reap his corn, and to make him arms and 
chariots. Your daughters also he will take to make him oint- 
ments, and to be his cooks, and bakers. And he will take your 
fields, and your vineyards, and your best olive-yards, and give 
them to his servants. Moreover he will take the tenth of 
your corn, and of the revenues of your vineyards, to give to his 
officers and servants. Your servants also and handmaids, and 
your goodliest young men, and your asses he will take away, 
and put them to his work. Your flocks also he will tithe, and 
you shall be his servants. And you shall cry out in that day 
from the face of the king, whom you have chosen to yourselves : 

♦ The government of Israel hitherto had been a Theocracy ; in which God 
Himself immediately ruled, by laws which He had enacted, and by jud^^es ex- 
traordinarily raised up by Himself : and therefore He complains that His peo|^le 
rejected Him in desiring a change of government. 

f i«. the ngbtshc wUl claim, the manner of bia ivde. 
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and the Lord will not hear you in that day, because you desired 
unto yourselves a king. 

But the people would not hear the voice of Samuel, and they 
said : Nay : but there shall be a king over us, and we also will 
be like all nations : and our king shall judge us, and go out 
before us, and fight our battles for us. And Samuel heard all 
the words of the people, and rehearsed them in the ears of the 
Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel : Hearken to their voice, 
and make them a king. And Samuel said to the men of Israel: 
Let every man go to his city. 
1 Kings IX. Saul's Meeting with Samuel. — Now there was a man of Ben- 
^*^^' Tj n 1 AWK jamin whose name was Cis,* the son of Abiel, the son 

* of Seror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphia, 
the son of a man of Jemini, valiant and strong. And he had a 
son whose name was Saul, a choice and goodly man, and there 
was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he : 
from his shoulders and upward he appeared above all the people. 

And the asses of Cis Saul's father were lost : and Cis said to 
his son Saul : Take one of the servants with thee, and arise, go, 
and seek the asses. And when they had passed through mount 
Ephraim, and through the land of Salisa, and had not found 
them, they passed also through the land of Salim, and they were 
not there : and through the land of Jemini, and found them not. 
And when they were come to the land of Suph, Saul said to the 
servant that was with him : Come let us return, lest perhaps my 
father forget the asses, and be concerned for us. 

And he said to him : Behold there is a man of God in this 
city, a famous man : all that he saith cometh certainly to pass. 
Now therefore let us go thither, perhaps he may tell us of our 
way, for which we are come. And Saul said to his servant : 
Behold we will go : but what shall we carry to the man of God ] 
the bread is spent in our bags : and we have no present to make 
to the man of God, nor anything at all. The servant answered 
Saul again, and said : Behold there is found in my hand the 
fourth part of a shekel of silver, let Vui give it to the man of 
God, that he may tell us our way. 

Now in time past in Israel when a n,an went to consult God 
he spoke thus : Come, let us go to th( seer.| For he that is 
now called a prophet, in time past was called a seer. And Saul 
said to his servant : Thy word is very good, come let us go. 
And they went into the city, where the /nan of God was. 

♦ Or Kish. 

t A seer, Becaiise of his seeing by divine light hidden things and thingj t^ 
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And when they went up the ascent to the city, they found 
maids qoming out to draw water, and they said to them : Is the 
seer here ? They answered and said to them : He is : behold 
he is before you, make haste now : for he came to-day into the 
city, for there is a sacrifice of the people to-day in the high 
place.* As soon as you come into the city, you shall immediately 
find him, before he go up to the high place to eat : for the 
people will not eat till he come : because he blesseth the victim, 
and afterwards they eat that are invited. I^ow therefore go up, 
for to-day you shall find him. And they went up into the city. 
And when they were walking in the midst of the city, behold 
Samuel was coming out over-against them, to go up to the high 
place. 

!N"ow the Lord had revealed to the ear of Samuel the day 
before Saul came, saying : To-morrow about this same hour I 
will send thee a man of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt 
anoint him to be ruler over My people Israel: and he shall 
save My people out of the hand of the Philistines : for I have 
looked down upon My people, because their cry is come to Me. 
And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to him : Behold the 
man, of whom I spoke to thee, this man shall reign over My 
people. 

And Saul came to Samuel in the midst of the gate and said: 
Tell me, I pray thee, where is the house of the seer? And 
Samuel answered Saul, saying : I am the seer ; go up before me 
to the high place, that you may eat with me to-day, and I will 
let thee go in the morning : and tell thee all that is in thy heart. 
And as for the asses, which were lost three days ago, be not 
solicitous, because they are found. And for whom shall be all 
the best things of Israel ? Shall they not be for thee and for 
all thy father's house 1 

And Saul answering, said : Am not I a son of Jemini of the 
least tribe of Israel, and my kindred the last among all the 
families of the tribe of Benjamin ? Why then hast thou spoken 
this word to me ? 

Then Samuel taking Saul and his servant, brought them into 

♦ The excehay or high places, so often ittentioned in Scripture, were places of 
worship, in which were altars for sacrifice. These were sometimes employed 
in the service of the true God, as in the present case : but more frequently in 
the service of idols. T.;e law did not allow of sacrifices in any other place but 
at the tabernacle, or temple, in which the ark of the covenant was kept ; but 
Samuel, by divine dispensation, offered sacrifices in other places. For which 
dispensation this reason may be alleged, that the house of God in Silo, having 
lost the ark, was now cast off ; and in Cariathiarim, "wheie thft aik\?as^\3aKiA 
was neither tabernacle nor altar, Douay Bible. 
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the parlour, and gave them a place at the head of them that 
were invited. For there were ahout thirty men. And Samuel 
said to the cook : Bring the portion, which I gave thee, and 
commanded thee to set it apart hy thee. And the cook took 
up the shoulder, and set it before Saul. And Samuel said : 
Behold what is left, set it before thee, and eat : because it was 
kept of purpose for thee, when I invited the people. And Saul 
ate with Samuel that day. 

And they went down from the high place into the town, 
and he spoke with Saul upon the top of the house : and he pre- 
pared a bed for Saul on the top of the house, and he slept. 
And when they were risen in the morning, and it began now to 
be light, Samuel called Saul on the top of the house, saying : 
Arise, that I may let thee go. And Saul arose : and they went 
out both of them, to wit, he and Samuel. And as they were 
going down in the end of the city, Samuel said to Saul : Speak 
to the servant to go before us, and pass on, but stand thou still 
awhile, that I may tell thee the word of the Lord. 
Kii.^B X. Saul is made King. — And Samuel took a little vial of oil, 
^■2^' and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said : Behold, 
the Lord hath anointed thee* to be prince over His inheritance, 
and thou shalt deliver His people out of the hands of their 
enemies, that are round about them. 

And this shall be a sign unto thee, that God hath anointed 
thee to be prince. When thou shalt depart from me this day, 
thou shalt find two men by the sepulchre of Eachel in the 
borders of Benjamin to the south, and they shall say to thee : 
The asses are found which thou wentest to seek, and thy father 
thinking no more of the asses is concerned for you, and saith : 
What shall I do for my son ? And when thou shalt depart 
from thence, and go farther on, and shalt come to the oak of 
Thabor, there shaU meet thee three men going up to God to 
Bethel, one carrying three kids, and another three loaves of 
bread, and another carrying a bottle of wine. And they will 
salute thee, and will give thee two loaves, and thou shalt take 
them at their hand. After that thou shalt come to the hill of 
God,t where the garrison of the Philistines is, and when tliou 
shalt be come there into the city, thoii shalt meet a company of 
prophets coming down from the high place, with a psaltery and 
a timbrel, and a pipe, and a harp before them, and they shall be 

♦ Hence a king was called the Lord's anointed. 

t The hill of God. Gabaa, in which there was also at that time a high place 
or altar. — Prophets. These were noen whose office it was to sing hj^mns and 
praises to God ; for such in holy writ are called prophets^ and their singing 
prmses to God is csHad prophesyinff. Douay Bible. 
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prophesying. And the Spirit of the Lord shall come upon thee, 
and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be changed into 
another man. When therefore these signs shall happen to thee, 
do whatsoever thy hand shall find, for the Lord is with thee. 
And thou shalt go down before me to Galgal (tor I will come 
down to thee), that thou may est offer an oblation, and sacrifice 
victims of peace : seven days shalt thou wait, till I come to thee, 
and I will show thee what thou art to do. 

So when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God 
gave unto him another heart, and all these things came to pass 
that day. And they came to the hill, and behold a company 
of prophets met him : and the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him, and he prophesied in the midst of them. And all that 
had known him yesterday and the day before, seeing that he was 
with the prophets, and prophesied, said to each other : What 
is this that hath happened to the son of Cis ? is Saul also among 
the prophets ? And one answered another, saying : And who 
is their father?* therefore it became a proverb: Is Saul also 
among the prophets? 

Aid when he had made an end of prophesying, he came to 
the high place. And SauFs uncle said to him, and to his ser- 
vant : Whither went you 1 They answered : To seek the asses : 
and not finding them we went to Samuel. And his uncle said 
to him : Tell me what Samuel said to thee. And Saul said to 
his uncle : He told us that the asses were found. But of the 
matter of the kingdom of which Samuel had spoken to him, he 
told him not. 

He is presented to the People. — ^And Samuel called together 
the people to the Lord in Maspha, and ho said to the children 
of Israel : Thus saith the Lord the God of Israel : I brought up 
Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you from the hand of the 
Egyptians, and from the hand of all the kings who afflicted you. 
But you this day have rejected your God, who only hath saved 
you out of all your evils and your tribulations, and you have 
said : Kay : but set a king over us. Now therefore stand before 
the Lord by your tribes, and by your families. 

And Samuel brought to him all the tribes of Israel, and the 
lot fell on the tribe of Be#jamin. And he brought the tribe of 
Benjamin and the kindreds thereof, and the lot fell upon the 
kindred of Metri, and it came to Saul the son of Cis. They 
sought him therefore and he was not found. And after this 

♦ Their father. That is, their teachor or superior. As much as to say. Who 
could bring about such n wonderful change as to make Saul a pio^liet? I)Q\3ici 

BlBT^B. 
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thoy consulted the Lord whether he would come thither. And 
the Lord answered : Behold he is hidden at home. And they 
ran and fetched him thence : and he stood in the midst of the 
people, and he was higher than any of the people from the 
shoulders and upward. 

And Samuel said to all the people : Surely you see him whom 
the Lord hath chosen, that there is none like him among all 
the people. And all the people cried and said : God save the 
king. 

And Samuel told the people the law of the kingdom,* and 
wrote it in a hook, and laid it up hefore the Lord : and Samuel 
sent away all the people, every one to his own house. Saul 
also departed to his own house in Gahaa : and there went with 
• him a part of the army, whose hearts God had touched. But 
the children of Belial said : Shall this fellow he ahle to save us 1 
And they despised him, and brought him no presents ; hut he 
dissemhled as though he heard not. 

SECT, LIX. SAUL DEFEATS THE AMMONITES, HE IS CONFIRMED AS KING, 

Kings XI. Saul's Pirst Victory. — And it came to pass ahout a month 
" after this that Naas the Ammonite came up, and began to fight 
against Jahes Galaad. And all the men of Jabes said to Naas : 
Make a covenant with us, and we will serve thee. And Naas 
the Ammonite answered them : On this condition will I make a 
covenant with you, that I may pluck out all your right eyes, and 
make you a reproach in all Israel. And the ancients of Jahes 
said to him : Allow us seven days, that we may send messengers 
to all the coasts of Israel, and if there be no one to defend us, 
we will come out to thee. The messengers therefore came to 
Gabaa of Saul : and they spoke these words in the hearing of 
the people : and all the people lifted up their voices, and wept. 
And behold Saul came, following oxen out of the field, and 
he said : What aileth the people that they weep ] And they 
told him the words of the men of Jabes. And the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon Saul, when he had heard these words, and his 
anger was exceedingly kindled. And taking both the oxen, he 
cut them in pieces, and sent them into all the coasts of Israel 
by messengers, saying : Whosoever shall not come forth, and 
follow Saul and Samuel, so shall it be done to his oxen. And 
the fear of the Lord fell upon the people, and they went out as 
one man. And he numbered them in Bezec : and there were 
of the children of Israel three hundred thousand : and of the 

tr * This had been already laid down by Moses in the law. See Sect. xliv. 
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men of Juda tliirty thousand. And they said to the messengers 
that came : Thus shall you say to the men of Jabes Galaad : To- 
morrow, when the sun shall be hot, you shall have relief. The 
messengers therefore came, and told the men of Jabes ; and they 
were glad. And they said : In the morning we will come out 
to you ; and you shall do what you please with us. 

And it came to pass, when the morrow was come, that Saul 
put the people in three companies : and he came into the midst 
of the camp in the morning watch, and he slew the Ammonites 
until the day grew hot, and the rest were scattered, so that two 
of them were not left together. 

And the people said to Samuel : Who is he that said : Shall 
Saul reign over us ? Bring the men, and we will kill them. And 
Saul said : "No man shall be killed this day, because the Lord 
this day hath wrought sal ration in Israel. And Samuel said to 
the people : Come and let us go to Galgal, and let us renew the 
kingdom there. And all the people went to Galgal, and there 
they made Saul king before the Lord in Galgal, and they sacri- 
ficed there victims of peace before the Lord. And there Saul 
and all the men of Israel rejoiced exceedingly. 

Samuel warns the People. — And Samuel said to all Israel : i Kings 
Behold I have hearkened to your voice in all that you said to xii. l-26t 
me, and have made a king over you. And now the king goeth 
before you, but I am old and gray-headed, and my sons are with 
you : having then conversed with you from my youth until this 
day, behold here I am. Speak of me before the Lord, and before 
His anointed,* whether I have taken any man's ox, or ass : if 
I have wronged any man, if I have oppressed any man, if I have 
taken a bribe at any man's hand, and I will despise it this day, 
and will restore it to you. 

And they said : Thou hast not wronged us, nor oppressed us, 
nor taken ought at any man's hand. And he said to them : 
The Lord is witness against you, and His anointed is witness 
this day, that you have not found anything in my hand. And 
they said : He is witness. 

And Samuel said to the people : It is the Lord, who made 
Moses and Aaron, and brought our fathers out of the land of 
Egypt. Now therefore stand up, that I may plead in judgment 
against you before the Lord, concerning all the kindness of the 
Lord, which He hath shown to you, and to your fathers ; how 
Jacob went into Egypt, and your fathers cried to the Lord : and 
the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, and brought your fathers out of 
Egypt : and made them dwell in this place. And they forgot 

* i.e, Saulf ^ho had been anointed king. 
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tbe Lord their God, and He delivered them into the hands of 
Sisara captain of the army of Hasor, and into the hands of the 
Philistines, and into the hand of tbe king of Moab, and they 
fought against them. But afterwards they cried to the Lord, 
and said : We have sinned, because we have forsaken the Lord, 
and have served Baalim and Astaroth : but now deliver us from 
the hands of our enemies, and we will serve Thee. And the 
Lord sent Jerobaal, and Badan,* and Jephte, and Samuel, and 
delivered you from the hand of your enemies round about, and 
you dwelt securely. But seeing that Naas king of the children 
of Ammon was come against you, you said to me : Kay, but a 
king shall reign over us : whereas the Lord your God was your 
king. Now therefore your king is here, whom you have chosen 
and desired : behold the Lord hath given you a king. If you 
will fear the Lord, and serve Him, and hearken to His voice, 
and not provoke the mouth of the Lord, then shall both you, 
and the king who reigneth over you, be followers of the Lord 
your God. But if you will not hearken to the voice of the Lord, 
but will rebel against His words, the hand of the Lord shall be 
upon you, and upon your fathers. 

Now then stand, and see this great thing which the Lord 
will do in your sight. Is it not wheat-harvest to-day ? I will 
call upon the Lord, and He shall send thunder and rain :t and 
you shall know and see that you yourselves have done a great 
evil in the sight of the Lord in desiring a king over you. 

And Samuel cried unto the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder 
and rain that day. And all the people greatly feared the Lord 
and Samuel. And all the people said to Samuel : Pray for thy 
servants to the Lord thy God, that we may not die, for we have 
added to all our sins this evil, to ask for a king. 

And Samuel said to the people : Fear not, you have done all 
this evil : but yet depart not from following the Lord, but serve 
the Lord with all your heart. And turn not aside after vain 
things which shall never profit you nor deliver you, because 
they are vain. And the Lord will not forsake His people for 
His great name's sake : because the Lord hath sworn to make 
you His people. And far from me be this sin against the Lord, 
that I should cease to pray for you^ and I will teach you the 
good and right way. Therefore fear the Lord, and serve Him 
in truth and with your whole heart, for you have seen the great 

♦ It is not known who Badan was. Some think it is the same as Samson. 
Some versions have Barac, and Samson instead of Samuel. It is not likely he 
should name himself. Kexrick. 

f This was a time of year when it never rains in that land. 
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frorks "wiiicli He hath done among you. But if you will still do 
wickedly, both you and your king shall perish together. 

SECT, LX, SAUL FI0HT8 AGAINST THE PHILISTINES. JONATHAN OBTAINS 

A MIRACULOUS VICTORY, 

Saul fights against the Philistines. — Saul was one year i Kings 
on the throne, and he reigned two years over Israel. And Saul ^"^« i"^^ 
chose him three thousand men of Israel : and two thousand were 
with Saul in Machmas, and in mount Bethel : and a thousand 
with Jonathan in Gahaa of Benjamin, and the rest of the people 
he sent back every man to their dwellinga And Jonathan 
smote the garrison of the Philistines which was in Gabaa. And 
when the Philistines had heard of it, Saul sounded the trumpet 
over all the land, saying : Let the Hebrews hear. And all Israel 
heard this report : Saul hath smitten the garrison of the Philis- 
tines, and Israel took courage against the Philistines. And 
the people were called together after Saul to Galgal. The 
Philistines also were assembled to fight against Israel, thirty 
thousand chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and a multitude 
of people besides, like the sand on the sea-shore for number. 
And going up they camped in Machmas at the east of Bethaven. 

And when the men of Israel saw that they were straitened 
(for the people were distressed), they hid themselves in caves, 
and in thickets, and in rocks, and in dens, and in pits. And 
some of the Hebrews passed over the Jordan into the land of 
Gad and Galaad. And when Saul was yet in Galgal, all the 
people that followed him were greatly afraid. And he waited 
seven days according to the appointment of Samuel, and Samuel 
came not to Galgal, and the people slipt away from him. 

Saul's First Sin. — Then Saul said : Bring me the holocaust, 
and the peace-offerings. And he offered the holocaust.* And 
when he had made an end of offering the holocaust, behold 
Samuel came : and Saul went forth to meet him and salute him. 
And Samuel said to him : What hast thou done ? Saul an- 
swered: Because I saw that the people slipped from me, and thou 
wast not come according to the days appointed, and the Phi- 
listines were gathered together in Machmas, I said : Now will 
the Philistines come down upon me to Galgal, and I have not 
appeased the face of the Lord. Forced by necessity, I offered 
the holocaust. 

And Samuel said to Saul: Thou hast done foolishly, and 
hast not kept the commandments of the Lord thy God, which 
He commanded thee. And if thou hadst not done thus, the 

* Though not of the pnestJy race he took on him&eli to oiSfit &^Ti£L<i^. 
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Lord would now have established thy kingdom over Israel for 
ever. But thy kingdom shall not continue. The Lord hath 
sought Him a man according to His own heart : and him hath 
the Lord commanded to be prince over His people, because 
thou hast not observed that which the Lord commanded. 

And Samuel arose and went up from Galgal to Gabaa of 
Benjamin. And the rest of the people went up after Saul, to 
meet the people who fought against them, going from Galgal to 
Gabaa in the hill of Benjamin. And Saul numbered the people, 
that were found with him, about six hundred men. And Saul 
and Jonathan his son, and the people that were present with 
them, were in Gabaa of Benjamin : but the Philistines encamped 
in Machmas. 

And there went out of the camp of the Philistines three 
companies to plunder. One company went towards the way of 
Ephra to the land of Sual. And another went by the way of 
Bethhoron, and the third turned to the way of the border, above 
the valley of Seboim towards the desert. 

Now there was no smith to be found in all the land of Israel, 
for the Philistines had taken this precaution, lest the Hebrews 
should make them swords or spears. So all Israel went down* 
to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his plough-share, and 
his spade, and his axe, and his rake. So that their shares, and 
their spades, and their forks, and their axes, were blunt, even to 
the goad, which was to be mended. And when the day of 
battle was come, there was neither sword nor spear found in 
the hand of any of the people that were with Saul and Jona- 
than, except Saul and Jonathan his son. And the army of the 
Philistines went out in order to advance further in Machmas. 
1 Kings Jonathan's Success. — Now it came to pass one day that 
XIV. 1-49. Jonathan the son of Saul said to the young man that bore his 
armour : Come, and let us go over to the garrison of the Philis- 
tines, which is on the other side of yonder place. But he told 
not this to his father. And Saul abode in the uttermost part 
of Gabaa under the pomegranate-tree, which was in Magron : 
and the people with him were about six hundred men. And 
Achias the son of Achitob, brother of Ichabod the son of Phinees, 
the son of Heli the priest of the Lord in Silo, wore the ephod. 
And the people knew not whither Jonathan was gone. 

Now there were between the ascents, by which Jonathan 
sought to go over to the garrison of the Philistines, rocks stand- 
ing up on both sides, and steep cliffs like teeth on the one side, 
and on the other : the name of the one was Boses, and the name 
* i,e, were accustomed to do so before the war began. 
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)f the other was Sene : one rock stood out toward the north over- 
igainst Machmas, and the other to the south over-against Gahaa. 

And Jonathan said to the young man that hore his armour : 
]lome, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised ; it 
nay be the Lord will do for us : because it is easy for the Lord 
o save either by many, or by few. And his armour-bearer said 
o him : Do all that pleaseth thy mind : go whither thou wilt, 
ind 1 will be with thee wheresoever thou hast a mind. 

And Jonathan said : Behold we will go over to these men. 
Ind when we shall be seen by them, if they shall speak thus to 
IS : Stay till we come to you : let us stand still in our place, 
ind not go up to them. But if they shall say : Come up to us : 
et us go up, because the Lord hath delivered them into our 
lands : this shall be a sign unto us 

So both of them discovered themselves to the garrison of the 
Philistines : and the Philistines said : Behold the Hebrews come 
brth out of the holes wherein they were hid. And the men of 
he garrison spoke to Jonathan, and to his armour-bearer, and 
aid : Come up to us, and we will show you something. And 
fonathan said to his armour-bearer : Let us go up, follow me : 
or the Lord hath delivered them into the hands of Israel. And 
Tonathan went up, creeping on his hands and feet, and his 
jmour- bearer after him. And some fell before Jonathan, others 
lis armour-bearer slew as he followed him. And the first 
laughter which Jonathan and his armour-bearer made was of 
bout twenty men, within half an acre of land, which a yoke of 
»xen is wont to plough in a day. 

And there was astonishment in the camp, through the fields 
^ea and all the people of their garrison, who had gone out to 
)lunder, were amazed, and the earth trembled : and it happened 
i8 a miracle from God. And the watchmen of Saul, who were 
n Gabaa of Benjamin, looked, and behold a multitude over- 
hrown, and fleeing this way and that. 

And Saul said to the people that were with him : Look, and 
;ee who is gone from us. And when they had sought, it was 
bund that Jonathan and his armour-bearer were not there. 
ind Saul said to Achias : Bring the ark of the Lord. (For the 
irk of God was there that day with the children of Israel.) 
ind while Saul spoke to the piiest, there arose a great uproar 
n the camp of the Philistines : and it increased by degrees, 
md was heard more clearly. And Saul said to the priest ; Draw 
n thy hand.* 

* He directed him to cease inqairing of God, as now it was cleat that H% 
lad answered them. 
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Then Saul and all the people that were with him shouted 
together, and they came to the place of the fight : and behold 
every man's sword was turned upon his neighbour, and there 
was a very great slaughter. Moreover the Hebrews that had 
been with the Pliilistines yesterday and the day before, and 
went up with them into the camp, returned to be with the 
Israelites, who were with Saul and Jonathan. And all the 
Israelites that had hid themselves in mount Ephraim, hearing 
that the Philistines fled, joined themselves with their country- 
men in the fight. And there were with Saul about ten thousand 
men. And the Lord saved Israel that day. And the fight went 
on as far as Bethaven. 

Saul's rash Oath. — And the men of Israel were joined 
together that day, and Saul adjured the people, saying: 
Cursed be the man that shall eat food till evening, till I be 
revenged of my enemies. So none of the people tasted any 
food : and all the common people came into a forest, in which 
there was honey Upon the ground. And when the people came 
into the forest, behold the honey dropped, but no man put his 
hand to his mouth. For the people feared the oath. But 
Jonathan had not heard when his father adjured the people : 
and he put forth the end of the rod, which he had in his hand, 
and dipped it in a honey-comb : and he carried his hand to his 
mouth, and his eyes were enlightened * 

And one of the people answering, said : Thy father hath 
bound the people with an oath, saying : Cursed be the man that 
shall eat any food. this day. (And the people were faint.) And 
Jonathan said : My father hath troubled the land : you have 
seen yourselves that my eyes are enlightened, because I tasted 
a little of this honey : how much more if the people had eaten 
of the prey of their enemies, which they found ? had there not 
been made a greater slaughter among the Philistines ? 

Defeat of the Philistines. — So they smote that day the 
Philistines from Machmas to Ailon. And the people were 
wearied exceediugly. And falling upon the spoils, they took 
sheep, and oxen, and calves, and slew them on the ground : and 
the people ate them with the blood.f And they told Saul that 
the people had sinned against the Lord, eating with the blood. 
And he said : You have transgressed : roll here to me now a 
great stone. And Saul said: Disperse yourselves among the 
people, and tell them to bring me every man his ox and his 
ram, and slay them upon this stone, and eat, and you shall not 
sin against the Lord in eating with the blood. So all the people 
* He got new animation. Kei^bick. f This was forbidden by the law. 
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brought every man his ox with him till the night : and slew 
them there. And Saul built an altar to the Lord ; and he then 
first began to build an altar to the Lord. 

And Saul said : Let us fall upon the Philistines by night, 
and destroy them till the morning light, and let us not leave a 
man of them. And the people said : Do all that seemeth good 
in thy eyes. And the priest said : Let us draw near hither 
unto God. And Saul consulted the Lord : Shall I pursue after 
the Philistines? Wilt Thou deliver them into the hands of 
Israel 1 And He answered him not that day. And Saul said : 
Bring hither all the corners* of the people, and know, and see 
by whom this sin hath happened to-day. As the Lord liveth 
who is the Saviour of Israel, if it was done by Jonathan my son, 
he shall surely die. In this none of the people gainsaid him. 

And he said to all Israel : Be you on one side, and I with 
Jonathan my son will be on the other side. And the people 
answered Saul : Do what seemeth good in thy eyes. And Saul 
said to the Lord : Lord God of Israel, give a sign, by which 
we may know what the meaning is, that Thou answerest not 
Thy servant to-day : if this iniquity be in me, or in my son 
Jonathan, give a proof: or if this iniquity be in Thy people, 
give a token. And Jonathan and Saul were taken, and the 
people escaped. And Saul said: Cast lots between mo and 
Jonathan my son. And Jonathan was taken. 

And Saul said to Jonathan : Tell me what thou hast done. 
And Jonathan told him, and said : I did but taste a little 
honey with the end of the rod, which was in my hand, and 
behold I must die. And Saul said : May God do so and so to 
me, and add still more : for dying thou shalt die, Jonathan. 
And the people said to Saul : Shall Jonathan then die, who 
hath wrought this great salvation in Israel ? This must not be. 
As the Lord liveth, there shall not one hair of his head fall to 
the ground, for he hath wrought with God this day. So the 
people delivered Jonathan, that he should not die. And Saul 
went back, and did not pursue after the Philistines : and the 
Philistines went to their own places. 

And Saul having his kingdom established over Israel, fought 
against all his enemies round about, against Moab, and against 
the children of Ammon, and Edom, and the kings of Soba, and 
the Philistines : and whithersoever he turned himself, he over- 
came. And gathering together an army, he defeated Amalec, 
and delivered Israel from the hand of them that spoiled them. 
And the sons of Saul were Jonathan, and Jessui, and Melchisua : 

* That is, the chiefs. 
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and the names of his two daughters, the name of the first-born 
was Merob, and the name of the younger Michol. 

SECT, LXL SAUL IS SENT TO DESTROY THE AMALEKITES, DAVID IS 

CHOSEN IN HIS PLACE 

I Kings XV. The Destruction of the Amalekites.— And Samuel said to 
1-35.. Saul : The Lord sent me to anoint thee king over His people 
Israel : now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the Lord : 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts : I have reckoned up all that 
Amalec hath done to Israel : how he opposed them in the way 
when they came up out of Egypt.* Now therefore go, and smite 
Amalec, and utterly destroy all that he hath : spare him not, 
nor covet anything that is his : but slay both man and woman, 
child and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 

So Saul commanded the people, and numbered them as lambs : 
two hundred thousand footmen, and ten thousand of the men 
of Juda. And when Saul was come to the city of Amalec, he 
laid ambushes in the torrent. And Saul said to the Kenites i-j 
Go, depart and get ye down from Amalec : lest I destroy thee 
with him. For thou hast shown kindness to all the children of 
Israel, when they came up out of Egypt. And the Kenites de- 
parted from the midst of Amalec. And Saul smote Amalec 
from Hevila, until thou comest to Sur, which is over-against 
Egypt. And he took Agag the king of Amalec alive : but all 
the common people he slew with the edge of the sword. And 
Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the flocks 
of sheep and of the herds, and the garments and the rams, and 
all that was beautiful, and would not destroy them : but every- 
thing that was vile and good for nothing, that they destroyed. 

Saul's Second Sin. — And the word of the Lord came to 
Samuel saying : It repenteth Me that I have made Saul king : 
for he hath forsaken Me, and hath hot executed My command- 
ments. And Samuel was grieved, and he cried unto the Lord 
all night. 

And when Samuel rose early, to go to Saul in the morning, 
it was told Samuel that Saul was come to Carmel, and had 
erected for himself a triumphal arch, and returning had passed 
on, and gone down to Galgal. And Samuel came to Saul, and 
Saul was offering a holocaust to the Lord out of the choicest of 
the spoils which he had brought from Amalec. 

And when Samuel was come to Saul, Saul said to him : 

* See p. 94. 

t The Kenites were descendants of Jethro, the father-in-law of Mosc8< 
Ken RICK. 
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Blessed be thou of the Lord, I have fulfilled the word of the 
Lord. And Samuel said : What meaneth then this bleating of 
the flocks, which soundeth in my ears, and the lowing of the 
herds, which I hear 1 And Saul said : They have brought them 
from Amalec : for the people spared the best of the sheep and 
of the herds that they might be sacrificed to the Lord thy God, 
but the rest we have slain. 

And Samuel said to Saul : Suffer me, and I will tell thee 
what the Lord hath said to me this night. And he said to 
him : Speak. And Samuel said : When thou wast a little one 
in thy own eyes, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of 
Israel] And the Lord anointed thee to be king over Israel, 
and the Lord sent thee on the way, and said : Go, and kill the 
dinners of Amalec, and thou shalt fight against them until thou 
liast utterly destroyed them. Why then didst thou not hearken 
to the voice of the Lord, but hast turned to the prey, and hast 
done evil in the eyes of the Lord 1 

And Saul said to Samuel : Yea I have hearkened to the 
voice of the Lord, and have walked in tne way by which the 
Lord sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalec, and 
Amalec I have slain. But the people took of the spoils sheep 
and oxen, as the first-fruits of those things that were slain, to 
offer sacrifice to the Lord their God in Galgal. 

And Samuel said: Doth the Lord desire holocausts and 
victims, and not rather that the voice of the Lord should be 
obeyed? For obedience is better than sacrifices: and to hearken 
rather than to offer the fat of rams. Because it is like the sin 
of witchcraft, to rebel : and like the crime of idolatry, to refuse 
to obey. Forasmuch therefore as thou hast rejected the word 
of the Lord, the Lord hath also rejected thee from being king. 

And Saul said to Samuel : I have sinned because I have 
transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy words, 
fearing the people, and obeying their voice. But now bear, I 
beseech thee, my sin, and return with me, that I may adore the 
Lord. And Samuel said to Saul : I will not return with thee, 
because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord 
hath rejected thee from being king over Israel. 

And Samuel turned about to go away : but he laid hold 
upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. And Samuel said to 
him : The Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this 
day, and hath given it to thy neighbour who is better than 
thee. But the triumpher in Israel* will not spare, and will not 
be moved to repentance : for He is not a man that He should 

♦ The Lord of rjctoriest 



212 THE KINGS. 

ropent. Then he said : T have sinned : yet honour me now 
hefore the ancients of my people, and before Israel, and return 
with me, that I may adore the Lord thy God. So Samuel 
turned again after Saul, and Saul adored the Lord. 

And Samuel said : Bring hither to me Agag the king of 
Amalec. And Agag was presented to him very fat, and trem- 
bling. And Agag said: Doth bitter death separate in this 
manner ]* And Samuel said : As thy sword hath made women 
childless, so shall thy mother be childless among women. And 
Samuel hewed him in pieces before the Lord in Galgal. 

And Samuel departed to Eamatha : but Saul went up to 
his house in Gabaa. And Samuel saw Saul no more till the 
day of his death : nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul, 
because the Lord repented that He had made him king over 
Israel. 
1 Kings David is anointed King. — And the Lord said to Samuel : 
xvi. 1-23. jJq^ iQQg ^j2^ ^J^^Q^ mourn for Saul, whom I have rejected from 

reigning over Israel ? fill thy horn with oil, and come, that I 
may send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite : for I have provided 
Me a king anfOng his sons. 

And Samuel said; How shall I go ? for Saul will hear of it, 
and he will kill me. And the Lord said : Thou shalt take 
with thee a calf of the herd, and thou shalt say : I am come to 
sacrifice to the Lord. And thou shalt call Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show thee what thou art to do, and thou shalt 
anoint him whom I shall show to thee. 

Then Samuel did as the Lord had said to him. And he 
came to Bethlehem, and the ancients of the city wondered, and 
meeting him, they said : Is thy coming hither peaceable % And 
he said : It is peaceable : I am come to ojffer sacrifice to the Lord ; 
bo ye sanctified, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. 
And when they were come in, he saw Eliab, and said : Is the 
Lord's anointed before Him? 

And the Lord said to Samuel : Look i^ot on his counte- 
nance, nor on the height of his stature : because I have rejected 
him, nor do I judge according to the look of man : for man 
seeth those things that appear, but the Lord beholdeth the 
heart. 

And Jesse called Abinadab, and brought him before Samuel. 
And he said : Neither hath the Lord chosen this one. And 
Jesse brought Samma, and he said of him : Neither hath the 
Lord chosen this one. Jesse therefore brought his seven sons 
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before Samuel ; and Samuel said to Jesse : The Lord hath not 
chosen any one of these. 

And Samuel said to Jesse : Are these all thy sons ? He 
answered : There remaineth yet a young one, who keepeth the 
sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse : Send, and fetch him, for 
we will not sit down till he come hither. He sent therefore 
and brought him. Now he was ruddy and beautiful to behold, 
and of a comely face. And the Lord said : Arise, and anoint 
him, for this is he. 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midst of his brethren : and the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David from that day forward : and Samuel rose up, and went to 
Eamatha. But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, anil 
an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.* 

David sent for by Saul. — And the servants of Saul said to 
him : Behold now an evil spirit from God trouble th thee. Let 
our lord give orders, and thy servants who are before thee will 
seek out a man skilful in playing on the harp, that when the 
evil spirit from the Lord is upon thee, he may play with his 
hand, and thou mayest bear it more easily. And Saul said to 
his servants: Provide me then some man that can play well, 
and bring him to me. 

And one of the servants answering, said: Behold I have 
seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, a skilful player and one of 
great strength, and a man fit for war, and prudent in his words, 
and a comely person, and the Lord is with him. 

Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse, saying : Send me David 
thy son, who is in the pastures. And Jesse took an ass laden 
with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid of the flock, and 
sent them by the hand of David his son to Saul. And David 
came to Saul, and stood before him : and he loved him exceed- 
ingly, and made him his armour-bearer. 

And Saul sent to Jesse, saying: Let David stand before 
me : for he hath found favour in my sight. So whensoever the 
evil spirit from the Lord was upon Saul, David took his harp, 
and played with his hand, and Saul was refreshed, and was 
better, for the evil spirit departed from him. 

* By a, special decree of God, in punishment for his disobedience, the demon 
was permitted to disturb him. Some think that this is here related by antici- 
pation, since Saul appeared not to hnow David when he presented himself to 
fight witii Goliath. CLenbick. 



2U THE KINGS. 



SECT. LXIL IN THE WAR WITH THE PHILISTINES QOLIATH IS SLAIS Bl 

LAV ID, 

1 Kings Another Philistine War. — Xow the Philistines gathering 
xni. 1-68. together their troops to hattle assembled at Socho of Juda, and 
camped between Socho and Azeca in the borders of Dommim. 
And Saul and the children of Israel being gathered together 
came to the valley of Terebinth, and they set the army in array 
to fight against the Philistines. And the Philistines stood on 
a mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on 
the other side : and there was a valley between them. 

And there went out a man base-born from the camp of the 
Philistines named Goliath, of Geth, "whose height was six cubits 
and a span.* And he had a helmet of brass upon his head, 
and he was clothed with a great coat of mail with scales, and 
the weight of his coat of mail was five thousand shekels of 
brass. And he had greaves of brass on his legs, and a buckler 
of brass covered his shoulders. And the staff of his ^ear was 
like a weaver's beam, and the head of his spear weighed six 
hundred shekels of iron : £^d his armour-bearer went before 
him. And standing he cried out to the bands of Israel, and 
said to them : Why are you come out prepared to fight ? am 
not I a Philistine, and you the servants of Saul ? Choose out 
a man of you, and let him come down and fight hand to hand. 
If he be able to fight with me, and kill me, we will be servants 
to you : but if I prevail against him, and kill him, you shall be 
servants, and shall serve us. And the Philistine said : I have 
defied the bands of Israel this day : Give me a man, and let 
him fight with me hand to hand. And Saul and all the Israel- 
ites hearing these words of the Philistine were dismayed, and 
greatly afraid. 

!Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem 
Juda before-mentioned, whose name was Jesse, who had eight 
sons, and was an old man in the days of Saul, and of great ago 
among men. And his three eldest sons followed Saul to the 
battle : and the names of his three sons that went to the battle 
were Eliab the first-born, and the second Abinadab, and the 
third Samma. But David was the youngest. So the three 
eldest having followed Saul, David went, and returned from 
Saul, to feed his father's flock at Bethlehem. 

Now the Philistine came out morning and evening, and 
prosentei himself forty days. 

* About nine feet nine inches. 
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Aiid Jesse said to David his son : Take for thy brethren an 
ephah of parched corn, and these ten loaves, and run to the 
camp to thy brethren. And carry these ten cheeses to the 
tribune : and go see thy brethren, if they are well : and learn 
with whom they are placed. 

David and Goliath.— But Saul, and thoy, and all the chil- 
dren of Israel were in the valley of Terebinth, fighting against 
the Philistines. David therefore arose in the morning, and 
gave the charge of the flock to the keeper, and went away 
loaded as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the 
place of Magala, and to the army, which was going out to fight 
and shouted for the battle. For Israel had put themselves 
in array, and the Philistines who stood against them were pre- 
pared. And David leaving the vessels which he had brought 
under the care of the keeper of the baggage, ran to the place of 
the battle, and asked if all things went well with his brethren. 
And as he talked with them, that base-bom man whose name 
was Goliath, the Philistine of Geth, showed himself, coming up 
from the camp of the Philistines : and he spoke according to 
the same words, and David heard them. And all the Israelites, 
when they saw the man, fled from his face, fearing him ex- 
ceedingly. 

And some one of Israel said : Have you seen this man that 
is come up, for he is come up to defy Israel ? And the man 
that shall slay him, the king will enrich with great riches, and 
will give him his daughter, and will make his father's house 
free from tribute in Israel. 

And David spoke to the men that stood by him, saying : 
What shall be given to the man that shall kill this Philistine, 
and shall take away the reproach from Israel ? for who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the 
living God ? And the people answered him the same words, say- 
ing: These things shall be given to the man that shall slay him. 
Now when Eliab his eldest brother heard this, when he was 
speaking with others, he was angry with David, and said : Why 
earnest thou hither ? and why cUdst thou leave those few sheep 
in the desert ? I know thy pride, and the wickedness of thy 
heart, that thou art come down to see the battle. And David 
said: What have I donel is there not cause to speak? And he 
turned a little aside from him to another, and said the same 
word. And the people answered him as before. 

And the words which David spoke were heard, and were 
rehearsed before Saul. And when he was brought to him, he 
said to him : Let not any man's heart be dismayed \\\\\\\fiL\ \ 
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thy servant will go, and will fight against the Philistine. And 
Saul said to David : Thou art not able to withstand this Phi- 
listine, nor to fight against him : for thou art but a boy, but he 
is a warrior from his youth. And David said to Saul : Thy 
servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, or a bear, 
and took a ram out of the midst of the flock : and I pursued 
after them, and struck them, and delivered it out of their 
mouth : and they rose up against me, and I caught them by tlie 
throat, and I strangled and killed them. For I thy servant 
have killed both a lion and a bear : and this uncircumcised 
Philistine shall be also as one of tbem. I will go now and take 
away the reproach of the people : for who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine who hath dared to curse the army of the living God? 
And David said : The Lord who delivered me out of the paw 
of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, He will deliver me 
out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said to David : 
Go, and the Lord be with thee. 

And Saul clothed David with his garments, and put a 
helmet of brass upon his head, and armed him with a coat 
of mail. And David having girded his sword upon his ar- 
mour, began to try if he could walk in armour : for he was not 
accustomed to it. And David said to Saul : I cannot go thus, 
for I am not used to it. And he laid them off", and he took his 
staflF, which he had always in his hands : and chose him five 
smooth stones out of the brook, and put them into the shep- 
herd's scrip, which he had with him, and he took a sling in his 
hand, and went forth against the Philistine. 

And the Philistine came on, and drew nigh against David, 
and his armour-bearer before him. And when the Philistine 
looked, and beheld David, he despised him. For he was a 
young man, ruddy, and of a comely countenance. And the 
Philistine said to David : Am I a dog, that thou comest to me 
with a staff? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 
And he said to David : Come to me, and I will give thy flesh 
to the birds of the air, and to the beasts of the earth. 

And David said to the Philistine : Thou comest to me with 
a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield : but I come to 
thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, which thou hast defied this day, and the Lord will 
deliver thee into my hand, and I will slay thee, and take away 
thy head from thee : and I will give the carcasses of the army 
of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air, and to the 
beasts of the earth : that all the earth may know that there is 
a God in Israel, And all this assembly shall know that the 



SAUL. 217 

Lord eavetli not with sword and spear : for it is His battle, and 
He will deliver you into our hands. 

Goliath is slain. — And when the Philistine arose and was 
coming, and drew nigh to meet David, David made haste, and 
ran to the fight to meet the Philistine. And he put his hand 
into his scrip, and took a stone, and cast it with the sling, and 
fetching it about struck the Philistine in the forehead : and 
the stone was fixed in his forehead, and he fell on his face 
upon the earth. And David prevailed over the Philistine, 
with a sling and a stone, and he struck and slew the Philistine. 
And as David had no sword in his hand, he ran, and stood 
over the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the 
sheath, and slew him, and cut off his head. And the Philis- 
tines seeing that their champion was dead, fled away. 

And the men of Israel and Juda rising up shouted, and 
pursued after the Philistines till they came to the valley and to 
the gates of Accaron, and there fell many woimded of the 
Philistines in the way of Saraim, and as far as Geth, and as far 
as Accaron. And the children of Israel returning, after they 
had pursued the Philistines, fell upon tlieir camp. And David 
taking the head of the Philistine brought it to Jerusalem : but 
his armour he put in his tent. 

Kow at the time that Saul saw David going out against the 
Philistines, he said to Abner the captain of the army : Of what 
family is this young man descended, Abner 1 And Abncr said : 
As thy soul liveth, king, I know not. And the king said : 
Inquire thou, whose son this man is. And when David was 
returned, after the Philistine was slain, Abner took him, and 
brought him in before Saul, with the head of the Philistine in 
his hand. And Saul said to him : Young man, of what family 
art thou ? And David said : I am the son of thy servant Jesse 
the Bethlehemite. 

And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking 1 Kings 
to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, ^^'"^' ^"^ 
and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And Saul took him 
that day, and would not let him return to his father's house. 
And David and Jonathan made a covenant, for he loved him 
as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped himself of the coat 
with which he was clothed, and gave it to David, and the rest 
of his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his 
girdle. And David went out to whatsoever business Saul sent 
him, and he behaved himself prudently : and Saul set him over 
the soldiers, and he was acceptable in the eyes of all the people, 
and especially in the eyes of Saul's servants. 
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Saul's Jealousy. — Now when David returned, after he slew 
the Philistine, the women came out of all the cities of Israel, 
singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with timbrels of joy, 
and cornets. And the women sung as they pkyed, and they 
said : Saul slew his thousands, an<l David his ten thousands. 
And Saul was exceeding angry, and this word was displeasing 
in his eyes, and he said : They have given David ten thousands, 
and to me they have given but a thousand ; what can he have 
more but the kingdom ] And Saul did not look on David with 
a good eye from that day and forward. 

And the day after the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, 
and he prophesied in the midst of his house. And David 
played with his hand as at other times. And Saul held a spear 
in his hand, and threw it, thinking to nail David to the wall ; 
and David stept aside out of his presence twice. 

• 

SECT. LXIIJ. SAUL IS JEALOUS OF DAVID, AND SEEKS TO KILL HIM. 

1 Kings David marries Michol. — And Saul feared David, because 
is'so ^^® I-ord was with him, and was departed from himself. 
* Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made him a captain 
over a thousand men, and he went out and came in before the 
people. And David behaved wisely in all his ways, and the 
Lord was wit^h him. And Saul saw that he was exceeding 
prudent, and began to beware of him. But all Israel and Juda 
loved David, for he came in and went out before them. 

And Saul said to David : Behold my elder daughter Merob, 
her will I give thee to wife : only be a valiant man, and fight 
the battles of the Lord. Now Saul said within himself : Let 
not my hand be upon hira, but let the hands of the Philistines 
be upon him. And David said to Saul : AVho am I, or what is 
my life, or my father's family in Israel, that I should be son-in- 
law of the king ? And it came to pass at the time when Merob 
the daughter of Saul should have been given to David, that she 
was given to Hadriel the Molathite to wife. But Michol the 
other daughter of Saul loved David. And it was told Saul, and 
it pleased him. And Saul said : I will give her to him, that 
she may be a stumbling-block to him, and that the hand of the 
Philistines may be upon him. And Saul said to David : In two 
things* thou shalt be my son-in-law this day. And Saul com- 
manded his servants to speak to David privately, saying : Behold 

* That is, by two titles : first, because he bad slain Goliath ; and secondly^ 
I on another condition, which he was now going to tell him« 
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thou pleasest the king, and all his servants love thee. Xow 
therefore he the king's son-in-law. And the servants of Saul 
spoke all these words in the ears of David. And David said : 
Doth it seem to you a small matter to he the king's son-in-law 1 
But I am a poor man, and of small ahility. 

And the servants of Said told him, saying : Such words as 
these hath David spoken. And Saul said: Speak thus to 
David : The king desireth not any dowry, hut only a hundred 
trophies of victory over the Philistines, to he avenged of the 
king's enemies. Now Saul thought to deliver David into the 
hands of the Philistines. And when his servants had told David 
the words that ISaul had Faid, the word was pleasing in the eyes 
of David to he the king's son-in-law. And after a few days David 
rose up and went with the men that were under him, and he 
slew of the Philistines two hundred men, and brought the proofs 
of their death and numbered them out to the king, that he might 
be his son-in-law. Saul therefore gave him Michol his daughter 
to wife. And Saul saw, and understood that the Lord was with 
David. And Michol the daughter of Saul loved him. And Saul 
began to fear David more, and Saul became David's enemy con- 
tinually. And the princes of the Philistines went forth : and 
from the beginning of their going forth, David behaved himself 
more wisely than all the servants of Saul, and his name became 
very famous. 

Saul seeks to kill David. — And Saul spoke to Jonathan his l Kings 
son, and to all his servants, that they should kill David. But ^^^ ^'^^ 
Jonathan the son of Saul loved David exceedingly. And 
Jonathan told David, saying : Saul my father seeketh to kill 
thee : wherefore look to thyself, I beseech thee, in the morning, 
and thou shalt abide in a secret place and shalt be hid. And 
I will go out and stand beside my father in. the field where 
thou art : and I will speak of thee to my father, and whatsoever 
I shall see, I will tell thee. 

And Jonathan spoke good things of David to Saul his 
father, and said to him : Sin not, O king, against thy servant 
David, because he hath not sinned against thee, and his works 
are very good towards thee. And he put his life in his hand, 
and slew the Philistine, and the Lord wrought great salvation 
for all Israel. Thou sawest it and didst rejoice. Why there- 
fore wilt thou sin against innocent blood by killing David, who 
is without fault ] 

And when Saul heard this he was appeased with the words 
of Jonathan, and swore : As the Lord Hveth he shall not be 
dain. Then Jonathan called David and told him «.\l \.\kfts» 
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words : and Jonathan "brought in David to Saul, and he was 
before him, as he had been yesterday and the day before. 

And the war began again, and David went out and fought 
against the Philistines, and defeated them with a great slaughter, 
and they fled from his face. And the evil spirit from the Lord 
came upon Saul, and he sat in his house, and held a spear in 
his hand : and David played with his hand. And Saul en- 
deavoured to nail David to the wall with his spear. And 
David slipped away out of the presence of Saul : and the spear 
missed him, and was fastened in the wall, and David fled, and 
escaped that night. Saul therefore sent his guards to David's 
house to watch him, that he might be killed in the morning. 
And when Michol David's wife had told him this, saying: 
Unless thou save thyself this night, to-morrow thou wilt die, 
she let him down through a window. And he went and fled 
away, and escaped. 

And Michol took an image and laid it on the bed, and put 
the goat skin with the hair at the head of it, and covered it with 
clothes. And Saul sent officers to seize David, and it was an- 
swered that he was sick. And again Saul sent to see David, 
saying : Bring him to me in the bed, that he may be slain. 
And when the messengers were come in, they found an image 
upon the bed, and a goat skin at its head. And Saul said to 
Michol : Why hast thou deceived me so, and let my enemy go 
and flee away ? And Michol answered Saul : Because he said 
to me : Let me go, or else I will kill thee. But David fled and 
escaped, and came to Samuel in Ramatha, and told him all that 
Saul had done to him : and he and Samuel went and dwelt in 
Najoth.* 
1 Kings Death of Samuel. — ^And Samuel died, and all Israel was 
^^^* ^' gathered together, and they mourned for him, and buried him 
in his house in Eamatha. And David rose and went down into 
the wilderness of Pharan.f 
1 Kiugs David spares Saul's Life. — And Saul camped in Gabaa 
XXVI. Hachila, which was over-against the wilderness in the way: 
^'^^' and David abode in the wilderness. And seeing that Saul was 
come after him into the wilderness, he sent spies, and learned 
that he was most certainly come thither. And David arose 
secretly, and came to the place where Saul was, and when he 
had beheld the place, wherein Saul slept, and Abner the son of 

* It was probably a school or college of prophets, iii or near Ramatha, under 
the direction of Samacl. 

t The Scripture gives us an account of a nnmber of incidents that happened 
during the three years l> i ;re this, while Saul pursued David from place to plaee 
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N"er, the captain of his army, and Saul sleeping in a tent, and 
the rest of the multitude round about him, David spoke to 
Achimelech the Hethite, and Abisai the son of Sarvia the 
brother of Joab, saying : Who wiU go down with me to Saul 
into the camp ] And Abisai said : I will go with thee. So 
David and Abisai came to the people by night, and found Saul 
lying and sleeping in the tent, and his spear fixed in the ground 
at his head, and Abner and the people sleeping round about 
him. And Abisai said to David : God hath shut up thy enemy 
this day into thy hands : now then I will run him through with 
my spear even to the earth at once, and there shall be no need 
of a second time. And David said to Abisai : Kill him not : 
for who shall put forth his hand against the Lord's anointed, 
and shall be guiltless 1 And David said : As the Lord livetli, 
unless the Lord shall strike him, or his day shall come to die, op 
he shall go down to battle, and perish : the Lord be merciful 
unto me, that I extend not my hand upon the Lord's anointed. 
But now take the spear, which is at his head, and the cup of 
water, and let us go. 

So David took the spear, and the cup of water, which was at 
Saul's head, and they went away : and no man saw it, or knew 
it, or awaked, but they were all asleep, for a deep sleep from the 
Lord was fallen upon them. And when David was gone over 
to the other side, and stood on the top of the hill afar off, and 
a good space was between them, David cried to the people, and 
to Abner the son of Ner, saying : Wilt thou not answer, Abner ? 
And Abner answering, said: Who art thou that criest, and 
disturbest the king ] And David said to Abner : Art not thou 
a man ? and who is like thee in Israel 1 why then hast thou not 
kept thy lord the king ? for there came one of the people in to 
kill the king thy lord. This thing is not good, that thou hast 
done : as the Lord liveth, you are the sons of death, who have 
not kept your master, the Lord's anointed. And now where 
is the king's spear, and the cup of water, which was at his 
headi 

And Saul knew David's voice, and said : Is this thy voice, 
my son David 1 And David said : It is my voice, my lord tb.o 
king. And he said: Wherefore doth my lord persecute his 
servant 1 What have I done 1 or what evil is there in my hand ? 
Now therefore hear, I pray thee, my lord the king, the words of 
thy servant : If the Lord stir thee up against me, let him accept 
of sacrifice : but if the sons of men, they are cursed in the sight 
of the Lord, who have cast me out this day, that I should not 
dwell in the mhentance of the Lord, saying ; Go, a^XN^ «Xit«^%^ 
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gods. And now let not my blood be shed upon the earth before 
the Lord : for the king of Israel is come out to seek a flea, as 
the partridge is hunted in the mountains. 

And Saul said : I have sinned ; return, my son David, for 
I will no more do thee harjn, because my life hath been 
precious in thy eyes this day : for it appeareth that I have done 
foolishly, and have been ignorant in very many things. And 
David answering, said : Behold the king's spear : let one of the 
king's servants come over and fetch it. And the Lord will reward 
every one according to his justice, and his faithfulness : for the 
Lord hath delivered thee this day into my hand, and I would 
not put forth my hand against the Lord's anointed. And as thy 
life hath been much set by this day in my eyes, so let my life 
be much set by in the eyes of the Lord, and let Him deliver me 
from all distress. 

Then Saul said to David : Blessed art thou, my son David : 
and truly doing thou shalt do, and prevailing thou shalt prevail. 
And David went on his way, and Saul returned to his placo. 

SECT. ZXIV. SAUL'S LAST DAYS. 

1 Kings BblVlI consults a Witch. — And it came to pass in those days, 
xxvixi. that the Philistines gathered together their armies to be prepared 
1-26. for war against Israel : and Achis* said to David : Knowing 
now know thou, that thou shalt go out with me to the war, 
thou and thy men. And David said to Achis : Now thou shalt 
know what thy servant will do. And Achis said to David: 
And I will appoint thee to guard my life for ever. 

Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel mourned for him, antl 
buried him in Ramatha his city. And Saul had put away all 
the magicians and soothsayers out of the land. And the Philis- 
tines were gathered together, and came and camped in 8unam : 
and Saul ako gathered together all Israel, and came to Gelboe. 
And Saul saw the army of the Philistines, and was afraid, and 
his heart was very much dismayed. And he consulted the 
Lord, and He answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by 
priests, nor by prophets. 

And Saul said to his servants : Seek me a woman that hath 
a divining spirit, and I will go to her, and inquire by her.f 
And his servants said to him : There is a woman that hath a 

* Achis was king of Geth, one of the towns of the Philistines, whither 
David had fled to escape from Saul, whose ill-wiU he feared. 

t Saul sought for guidance by these forbidden means because God had re- 
k Jected Mm, and would not answer his prayers. 
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divining spirit at Endor, Then he disguised himself: and put 
on other clothes, and he went, and two men with him, and they 
came to the woman by night, and he said to her : Divine to me 
by thy divining spirit, and bring me up him whom I shall tell 
thee. And the woman said to him : Behold thou knowest all 
that Saul hath done, and how he hath rooted out the magicians 
and soothsayers from the land : why then dost thou lay a snare 
for my life, to cause me to be put to death ? And Saul swore 
unto her by the Lord, saying : As the Lord liveth there shall 
no evil happen to thee for this thing. And the woman said to 
him : Whom shall I bring up to thee ] And he said : Bring 
me up Samuel. And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried 
out with a loud voice, and said to Saul : Why hast thou deceived 
me 1 For thou art Saul. And the king said to her : Fear not : 
what hast thou seen ? And the woman said to Saul : I see a 
personage* ascending out of the earth. And he said to her : 
What form is he of ? And she said : An old man cometh up, 
and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul understood that it 
was Samuel,f and he bowed himself with his face to the ground, 
and adored. 

And Samuel said to Saul : Why hast thou disturbed my 
rest, that I should be brought up ? And Saul said : I am in 
great distress : for the Philistines fight against me, and God is 
departed from me, and answereth me not, neither by the hand 
of prophets, nor by dreams : therefore I have called thee, that 
thou mayest show me what I shall do. 

And Samuel said : Why askest thou me, seeing the Lord 
lias departed from thee, and is gone over to thy rival 1 For 
the Lord will do to thee as He spoke by me, and He will rend thy 
liingdom out of thy hand, and will give it to thy neighbour 
David : because thou didst not obey the voice of the Lord, 
neither didst thou execute the wrath of His indignation upon 
Amalec. Therefore hath the Lord done to thee what thou 
sufferest this day. And the Lord also will deliver Israel with 
thee into the hands of the Philistines : and to-morrow thou and 
thy sons shall be with me : and the Lord will also deliver the 
army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines. 

And forthwith Saul fell all along on the ground, for he was 
fiightened with the words of Samuel, and there was no strength 

♦ A divine being. 

t It is the more common opinion of the holy fathers and interpreters that 
the soul of Samuel appeared indeed : and not, as some have imagined, an evil 
spirit in his shape. Not that the power of her magic could bring him thither, 
but that Grod was pleased, for the punishment of Saul, that Saumal \«m&^\l 
should denounce unto him the evils that were falling upon him, DoxsKt'&VKUk 
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in him, for he had eaten no bread all that day. And the 
woman came to Saul (for he was very much troubled), and said 
to him : Behold thy handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I 
have put my life in my hand : and I hearkened unto the words 
which thou spakest to me. IN"ow therefore hear thou also the 
voice of thy handmaid, and let me set before thee a morsel of 
bread, that thou mayest eat and recover strength, and be able to 
go on thy journey. But he refused, and said : I will not eat. 
But his servants and the woman forced him ; and at length 
hearkening to their voice, he arose from the ground, and sat 
upon the bed. Now the woman had a fatted calf in the house, 
and she made haste and killed it : and taking meal kneaded it, 
and baked some unleavened bread, and set it before Saul, ami 
before his servants. And when they had eaten they rose up, 
and walked all that night. 
I Kings Saul's Death. — And the Philistines fought against Israel, 
Kxxi» 1-13. Qj^^ ^i^Q jjjQ^ Qf Israel fled from before tlie Philistines, and fell 
down slain in mount Gelboe. And the Philistines fell upon 
Saul, and upon his sons, and they slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, 
and Melchisua the sons of Saul. And the whole weight of the 
battle was turned upon Saul : and the archers overtook him, 
and he was grievously wounded by the archers. Then Saul said 
to his armour-bearer : Draw thy sword, and kill me, lest these 
uncircumcised come, and slay me, and mock at me. And his 
armour-bearer would not, for he was struck with exceeding 
great fear. Then Saul took his sword, and fell upon it. And 
when his armour-bearer saw this, to wit, that Saul was dead, 
he also fell upon his sword, and died with him. 

So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armour-bearer, and 
all his men that same day together.* And the men of Israel, that 
were beyond the valley, and beyond the Jordan, seeing that the 
Israelites were fled, and that Saul was dead, and his sons, for- 
sook their cities and fled : and the Philistines came, and dwelt 
there. And on the morrow the Philistines came to strip the 
slain, and they found Saul and his three sons lying in mount 
Gelboe. And they cut off SauFs head, and stripped him of his 
armour, and sent into the land of the Philistines round about, to 
publish it in the temples of their idols, and among their people. 
And they put his armour in the temple of Astaroth, but his body 
they hung on the wall of Bethsan. 

* ' So Saul died for his iniquities, because he transgressed the commandment 
of the Lord, which He had commanded, and kept it not : and moreover consulted 
also a witch, and trusted not in the Lord: therefore He slew him, and trans- 
terred his Mngdom to David the son of Jesse.' 1 Par x. 
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^ bw when the inhabitants of Jabes Galaad had heard all 
that the Philistines had done to Saul, all the most valiant men 
arose, and walked all the night, and took the body of Saul, and 
the bodies of his sons, from the wall of Bethsan : and they 
came to Jabes Galaad, and burnt them there : and they took 
their bones, and buried them in the wood of Jabes, and fasted 
seven days. 

Now it came to pass, after Saul was dead, that David re- 2 Kings f. 
turned from the slaughter of the Amalekites,* and abode two ^"^^* 
days in Siceleg. And on the third day there appeared a man 
who came out of SauFs camp, with his garments rent, and dust 
strewed on his head : and when he came to David, he fell upon 
his face, and adored. And David said to him : From whence 
comest thou ? And he said to him : I am fled out of the camp 
of Israel. And David said unto him : What is the matter that 
is come to pass ? tell me. He said : The people are fled from 
the battle, and many of the people are fallen and dead : more- 
over Saul and Jonathan his son are slain. 

And David said to the young man that told him : How 
knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan his son are dead ? And 
the young man that told him said : I came by chance upon 
monnt Gelboe, and Saul leaned upon his spear : and the chariots 
and horsemen drew nigh unto him, and looking behind him, and 
seeing me, he called me. And I answered : Here am I. And he 
said to me : Who art thou ? And I said to him : I am an 
Amalekite. And he said to me : Stand over me, and kill me, 
for anguish is come upon me, and as yet my whole life is in me. 
So standing over him, I killed him : for I knew that he could 
not live after the fall if and I took the diadem that was on his 
head, and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought 
them hither to thee, my lord. Then David took hold of his 
garments and rent them, and likewise all the men that were with 
him. And they mourned, and wept, and fasted until evening 
for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the 
Lord, and for the house of Israel, because they were feUen by the 
%word. 

And David said to the young man that told him : Whence 
art thou ? He answered : I am the son of a stranger of Amalec. 
David said to him : Why didst thou not fear to put out thy hand 
to kill the Lord's anointed] And David calling one of his 

* WLile David was at Geth the Amalekitcs had attacked Siceleg, and car- 
ried off David's wives and those of his followers who were left there. But 
David pursued after them, and defeated them, recovering everything. 

f He had fallen' on his sword to kill himself. 
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servants, said : Go near and fall upon him. And he struck him 
so that he died. And David said to him : Thy blood be upon 
thy own head : for thy own mouth hath spoken against thee, 
saying : I have slain the Lord's anointed. 



SECT, LXV, DAVID REIGNS AT HEBRON OVER THE TRIBE OF JUDA TILL 
THE DEATH OF ISBOSETH. HE TAKES JERUSALEM, 

2 Kings II. David reigns at Hebron. — And after these things David 

" consulted the Lord, saying : Shall I go up into one of the cities 

of Juda 1 And the Lord said to him : Go up. And David 

said : Whither shall I go up ? And He answered him : Into 

Hebron. 

So David went up, and his two wives, Achinoam the 
■R P in^fi Jezrahelitess and Abigail the wife of Nabal of Car- 
• ' * mel : and the men also that were with him, David 

brought up every man with his household : and they abode in 
the towns of Hebron. And the men of Juda came, and anointed 
David there, to be king over the house of Juda. 

And it was told David, that the men of Jabes Galaad had 
buried Saul. David therefore sent messengers to the men of 
Jabes Galaad, and said to them : Blessed be you of the Lord, 
who have shown this mercy to your master Saul, and have buried 
him. And now the Lord surely will render you mercy and 
truth, and I also will requite you for this good turn, because you 
have done this thing. Let your hands be strengthened, and be 
ye men of valour : for although your master Saul be dead, yet 
the house of Juda hath anointed me to be their king. 

But Abner the son of Ner, general of SauFs army, took 

Isboseth the son of Saul, and led him about through the camp, 

and made him king over Galaad, and over Gessuri, and over 

Jezrahel, and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all 

Israel. Isboseth the son of Saul was forty years old when he 

began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years : and only 

the house of Juda followed David. And the number of the days 

that David abode, reigning in Hebron over the house of Juda, 

was seven years and six months. 

2 Kings Now there was a long war between the house of Saul and 

III. I, the house of David : David prospering and growing always 

stronger and stronger, but the house of Saul decaying daily. 

g Kingsvi. Murder of Isboseth. — And Isboseth the son of Saul heard 

1-12. that Abner was slain in Hebron :* and his hands were weakened, 

and all Israel was troubled. Now the son of Saul had two men 

* Abner bad been killed by Joab, a captain of David's army. 



DAVID. 22? 

capiains of his bands, the name of the one was Baana, and the 
name of the other Kechab, the sons of Eemmon a JBerofchite, 
of the children of Benjamin : for Beroth also was reckoned in 
Benjamin. And the Berothites fled into Gethaim, and were 
sojonrners there until that time. 

And Jonathan the son of Saul had a son that was lame of 
his feet : for he was five years old when the tidings came of Saul 
and Jonathan from Jezrahel. And his nurse took him up and 
lied : and as she made haste to flee, he fell and became lame : 
and his name was Miphiboseth. And the sons of Remmon the 
Berothite, Kechab and Baana, coming, went into the house of 
Isboseth in the heat of the day, and he was sleeping upon his 
bed at noon. And the door-keeper of the house, who was 
cleansing wheat, was fallen asleep. And they entered into the 
house secretly, taking ears of com, and Rechab and Baana his 
brother stabbed him in the groin, and fled away. For when they 
came into the house, he was sleeping upon his bed in a parlour, 
and they struck him and killed him : and taking away his head 
they went off by the way of the wilderness, walking all night. 
And they brought the head of Isboseth to David to Hebron : and 
they said to the king : Behold the head of Isboseth the son of 
Saul thy enemy who sought thy life : and the Lord hath re- 
venged my lord the king this day of Saul, and of his seed. 

But David answered Rechab, and Baana his brother, the sons 
of Remmon the Berothite, and said to them : As the Lord liveth, 
who hath delivered my soul out of all distress, the man that told 
me, and said Saul is dead, who thought he brought good tidings, 
I apprehended, and slew him in Siceleg, who should have been 
rewarded for his news. How much more now, when wicked 
men have slain an innocent man in his own house, upon his bed, 
shall I not require his blood at your hand, and take you away 
from the earth 1 And David commanded his servants, and they 
slew them : and cutting off their hands and feet, hanged them 
up over the pool in Hebron : but the head of Isboseth they took 
and buried in the sepulchre of Abner in Hebron. 

David takes Jerusalem. — Then all the tribes of Israel came 2 Kmra v. 
to David in Hebron, saying : Behold we are thy bono and thy ^"^^' 
flesh. Moreover yesterday also and the day before, when Saul 
was king over us, thou wast he that did lead out and bring in 
Israel : and the Lord said to thee : Thou shalt feed My people 
Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel. The ancients also 
of Israel came to the king to Hebron, and king David made a 
league with them in Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed 
David to be king over Israel. 



228 THE KINGS. 

David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned forty years. In Hebron he reigned over Juda seven 
years and six months : and in Jerusalem he reigned three and 
thirty years over all Israel and Juda. 

And the king and all the men that were with him went to 
Jerusalem to the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land : and 
they said to David : Thou shalt not come in hither unless thou 
tiike away the blind and the lame that say : David shall not 
come in hither. But David took the castle of Sion, the same is 
the city of David. For David had ojffered that day a reward* to 
whosoever should strike the Jebusites and get up to the gutters 
of the tops of the houses, and take away the blind and the lame 
that hated the soul of David : therefore it is said in the proverb : 
The blind and the lame shall not come into the temple. And 
David dwelt in the castle, and called it, The city of David : and 
built round about from Mello and inwards. And he went on 
prospering and growing up, and the Lord God of hosts was witb 
him. 

SECT, LXVL DAVID BRINGS UP THE ARK FROM CARIATUIARIM AND 
AFTERWARDS TO JERUSALEM. HE PROPOSES TO BUILD A TEMPLE. 

1 Par. xnt. The Ark of the Covenant. — And David consulted with the 

1-5. captains of thousands, and of hundreds, and with all the com- 
manders, and he said to all the assembly of Israel : If it please 
you, and if the words which I speak come from the Lord our 
God, let us send to the rest of our brethren into all the countries 
of Israel, and to the priests, and the Levites, that dwell in the 
suburbs of the cities, to gather themselves to us, and let us bring 
again the ark of our God to us : for we sought it not in the days 
of Saul. And all the multitude answered that it should be so : 
for the word pleased all the. people. So David assembled all 
Israel from Sihor of Egypt, even to the entering into Emath, to 
bring the ark of God from Cariathiarim. 

2 KiiT^svi. ^^^ David arose and went, with all the people that were 

"2-10'. with him of the men of Juda, to fe'xh the ark of God, upon 
which the name of the Lord of hosts is invoked, who sitteth over 
it upon the Cherubim. And they laid the ark of God upon a 
new cart : and took it out of the house of Abinadab, who was 
in Gabaa : and Oza and Ahio the sons of Abinadab drove the 
new cart. And when they had taken it out of the house of 
Abinadab, who was in Gabaa, Ahio having care of the ark of 
God went before the ark. But David and all Israel played 

* See 1 Tar» xi. This reward was obtained by Joab, the son of Sarvia. 
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before tlie Lord on all manner of instruments made of wood, on 
harps and lutes and timbrels and cornets and cymbals. 

And when they came to the floor of Nachon, Oza put forth 
his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it : because the 
oxen kicked and made it lean aside/ And the indignation of 
the Lord was enkindled against Oza, and He struck him for his 
rashness : and he died there before the ark of God. And David 
was grieved because the Lord had struck Oza, and the name of 
that place was called. The striking of Oza, to this day.* And 
David was afraid of the Lord that day, saying : How shall the 
ark of the Lord come to me ? And he would not have the ark 
of the Lord brought in to himself into the city of David : but 
he caused it to be carried into the house of Obededom the 
Gethite. And the ark of the Lord abode in the house of Obede- 
dom the Gethite three months : and the Lord blessed Obededom, 
and all his household. 

And it was told king David, that the Lord had blessed 
Obededom, and all that he had, because of the ark of God. So 
David went, and brought away the ark of God out of the house 
of Obededom into the city of David with joy. And there were 
with David seven choirs, and calves for victims. And when 
they that carried the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he 
sacrificed an ox and a ram: and David danced with all his 
might before the Lord : and David was girded with a linen 
ephod. And David and all the house of Israel brought the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord with joyful shouting, and with sound 
of trumpet. And when the ark of the Lord was come into the 
city of David, Michol the daughter of Saul, looking out through 
a window, saw king David leaping and dancing before the Lord : 
and she despised him in her heart. 

So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of i Par. xvi. 
the tent, which David had pitched for it : and they offered ^■^* 
holocausts and peace-offerings before God. And when David 
had made an end of offering holocausts and peace-offerings, he 
blessed the people in the name of the Lord. And he divided 
to all and every one, both men and women, a loaf of bread, and 
a piece of roasted beef, and flour fried with oil. 

The Service of the Tabernacle. — And he appointed Levites 
to minister before the ark of the Lord, and to remember His 
works, and to glorify and praise the Lord God of Israel : Asaph 
the chief, and next after him Zacharias : moreover Jahiel, and 
Semiramoth, and Jehiel, and Mathathias, and Eliab, and Banaias, 

* This is another instance of a tcriiblc judgment on "want oi i^N^t^ti^iQi 
holy thin^TB. 
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and Obededom : and Jehiel over the instruments of psaltery and 
harps : and Asaph to sound with cymbals : but Bananias, and 
Jaziel the priests, to sound the trumpet continually before the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord. In that day David made 
Asaph the chief to give praise to the Lord with his brethren^* 

1 Tar. XVI. So he left there before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
c7-43. Asaph and his brethren to minister in the presence of the ark 
continually day by day, and in their courses. And Obededom, 
with his brethren, sixty-eight : and Obededom the son of Idithun 
and Hosa he appointed to be porters. And Sadoc the priest, 
and his brethren priests, before the tabernacle of the Lord in 
the high place, which was in Gabaon, that they should offer 
holocausts to the Lord upon the altar of holocaust continually, 
morning and evening, according to all that is written in the law 
of the Lord, which He commanded TsraeL And after him 
Heman, and Idithun, and the rest that were chosen, every one 
by his name to give praise to the Lord : because His mercy 
endureth for ever. And Heman and Idithun sounded the 
trumpet, and played on the cymbals, and all kinds of musical 
instruments to sing praises to God : and the sons of Idithun he 
made porters. 

2Kiiif:svi. And all the people returned to their houses : and David to 
20-23. "bless also his own house. And Michol the daughter of Saul 
coming out to meet David, said : How glorious was the king of 
Israel to-day, uncovering himself before the handmaids of his 
servants, and was naked, as if one of the buffoons should be 
naked. And David said to Michol : Before the Lord, who chose 
me rather than thy father, and than all his house, and com- 
manded me to be ruler over the people of the Lord in Israel, I 
will both play and make myself meaner than I have done : and 
I will be little in my own eyes : and with the handmaids, of 
whom thou speakest, I shall appear more glorious. Therefore 
Michol the daughter of Saul had no child to the day of her 
death. 
2 Kin^s David purposes to build a Temple. — And it came to pass 
VII. 1-17. -^hen the king sat in his house, and the Lord had given him 
rest on every side from all his enemies, he said to Nathan the 
prophet : Dost thou see that I dwell in a house of cedar, and 
the ark of God is lodged within skins ?f And Nathan said to 

* Several of the Psalms were dedicated by David to Asaph, as head of the 
CboiT. It was on this occasion of bringing up the ark to Jerusalem that Dairid 
composed the 104th Psalm. 

f The ISlat Psalm, Memento Domine^me^kea olVxiKvoTi \a VV)!k% ^^\\^ <A\>«^rA 
to build a bouse at God. 
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the king : Go, do all that is in thy heart : because the Lord is 
with thee. 

But it came to pass that night, that the word of the Lord 
came to ^Nathan, saying : Go, and say to My servant David : 
Thns saith the Lord : Shalt thou build Me a house to dwell in ? 
Whereas I have not dwelt in a house from the day that I brought 
the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt even to this day : 
but have walked in a tabernacle, and in a tent. In all the 
places that I have gone through with all the children of Israel, 
did I ever speak a word to any one of the tribes of Israel, whom 
I commanded to feed My people Israel, saying : Why have you 
not built Me a house of cedar 1 And now thus shalt thou speak 
to My servant David : Thus saith the Lord of hosts : I took 
thee out of the pastures from following the sheep to be ruler 
over My people Israel : and I have been with thee wheresoever 
thou hast walked, and have slain all thy enemies from before 
thy face : and I have made thee a great name, like unto the 
name of the great ones that are on the earth. And I will 
appoint a place for My people Israel, and I will plant them, and 
they shall dwell therein, and shall be disturbed no more : neither 
shall the childrwi of iniquity afflict them any more as they did 
before, from the day that I appointed Judges over My people 
'Israel : and I wiU give thee rest from all thy enemies. And 
the Lord foretelleth to thee, that the Lord will make thee a 
hotise. And when thy days shall be fulfilled, and thou shalt 
sleep with thy fathers, I will raise up thy seed after thee, which 
shaU proceed out of thy loins, and I will establish his kingdom. 
He shall build a house to My name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom for ever. I will bo to him a father, and 
he shall be to Me a son : and if he commit any iniquity, I will 
correct him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the 
children of men.* But My mercy I will not take away from 
him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before My 
lace. And thy house shall be faithful, and thy kingdom for 
ever before thy face, and thy throne shall be firm for ever. 

According to all these words and according to all this vision, 
80 did liTathan speak to David. 

SECT, LX7IL DAVID FALLS IKTO THE SINS OF ADULTERY AND MURDER. 

David's Sin. — And it came to pass at the return of the year, 2 Kings x 
at the time when kings go forth to war, that David sent Jo^^ ^ * 
and .his servants with him, and all Israel, and tti^y s^oWa^^Jsv^ 

* Tb»t is, such piinishmentfl as parents mflVct. 
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children of Amnion, '"' and besieged Eabba : but Da\id remained 
in Jerusalem. 

In the mean time it happened that David arose from his bed 
after noon, and walked upon the roof of the king's house : and 
he saw from the roof of his house a woman washing herself, 
over-against him : and the woman was very beautiful. And the 
king sent, and inquired who the woman was. And it was told 
him, that she was Bethsabee the daughter of Eliam, the wife of 
Urias the Hethite. And David sent messengers, and took her. 
1 Kinfjs And David sent to Joab, saying : Send me Urias the Hethite. 
^' 6. j^^ Joab sent Urias to David. And Urias came to David. 
And David asked how Joab did, and the people, and how the 
war was carried on. And David said to Urias : Go into thy 
house, and wash thy feet. And Urias went out from the king's 
house, and there went out after him a mess of meat from the 
king. But Urias slept before the gate of the king's house, with 
the other servants of his lord, and went not down to his own 
house. 

And it was told David by some that said : Urias went not 
to his house. And David said to Urias : Didst thou not come 
from thy journey ? why didst thou not go down to thy house 1 
And Urias said to David : The ark of God and Israel and Juda 
dwell in tents, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord 
abide upon the face of the earth : and shall I go into my house, 
to eat and to drink 1 By thy welfare and by the welfare of thy 
soul I will not do this thing. 

Then David said to Urias : Tarry here to-day, and to-morrow 
I will send thee away. Urias tarried in Jerusalem that day 
and the next. And David called him to eat and to drink before 
him, and he made him drunk : and he went out in the evening, 
and slept on his couch with the servants of his lord, and went 
not down into his house. And when the morning was come, 
David wrote a letter to Joab : and sent it by the hand of Urias, 
writing in the letter : Set ye Urias in the front of the battle, 
where the fight is strongest : and leave ye him, that he may be 
wounded and die. Wherefore as Joab was besieging the city 
he put Urias in the place where he knew the bravest men were. 
And the men coming out of the city, fought against Joab, and 

* The Ammonites had drawn this war on themselves by insulting the am- 
bassadors of King David ^rhen he sent them with a friendly message to Hanon 
King of the Ammonites on his succeeding to the throne of his father Naas. 
This was the last of a series of campaigns which David made against tlse 
Philistines to the south, the Syrians to the north, the Moabites to the east, 
and the Edomites to the south-east, until he completed the subjection of all th« 
old enewies of the Israelites, 
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there fell some of the people of the servants of David, and Urias 
the Hethite was killed also. 

Then Joab sent, and told David all things concerning the 
battle. And he charged the messenger, saying: When thou 
hast told aU the words of the battle to the king, if thou see him 
to be angry, and he shall say : Why did you approach so near 
to the wall to fight 1 knew you not that many darts are thrown 
from above off the wall ? Who killed Abimelech the son of 
Jerobaal ? did not a woman cast a piece of a millstone upon him 
from the wall, and slay him in Thebes ? Why did you go near 
the wall ? thou shalt say : Thy servant Urias the Hethite is 
also slain. 

So the messenger departed, and came and told David all 
that Joab had commanded him. And the messenger said to 
David : The men prevailed against us, and they came out to us 
into the field : and we vigorously charged and pursued them 
even to the gate of the city. And the archers shot their arrows 
at thy servants from off the wall above : and some of the king's 
servants are slain, and thy servant Urias the Hethite is also 
dead. 

And David said to the messenger : Thus shalt thou say to 
Joab : Let not this thing discourage thee : lor various is the 
event of war : and sometimes one, sometimes another is con- 
sumed by the sword : encourage thy warriors against the city, 
and exhort them, that thou mayest overthrow it. 

And the wife of Urias heard that Urias her husband was 
dead, and*^ she mourned for him. And the mourning being 
over, David sent and brought her into his house, and she be- 
came his wife, and she bore him a son : and this thing which 
David had done was displeasing to the Lord. 

Nathan's Eeproof of David.— And the Lord sent Nathan to 2 Kingq 
David : and when ho was come to him, he said to him : There ^"' ^'^^ 
were two men in one city, the one rich, and the other poor. 
The rich man had exceeding many sheep and oxen. But the 
poor man had nothing at all but one little ewe-lamb, which he 
had bought and nourished up, and which had grown up in his 
house together with his children, eating of his bread, and drink- 
ing of his cup, and sleeping in his bosom : and it was unto him 
as a daughter. And when a certain stranger was come to the 
rich man, he spared to take of his own sheep and oxen, to make 
a feast for that stranger, who was come to him, but took the 
poor man's ewe, and dressed it for the man that was come 
to him. 

And David's anger being exceedingly kindUd st^^vtv^^. WvaXi 
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man, he said to ^Nathan : As the Lord liveth, the man that hath 
done this shall surely die. He shall restore the ewe four-fold, 
because he did this thing, and had no pity. 

And Nathan said to David : Thou art the man. Thus saith 
the Lord the God of Israel : I anointed thee king over Lsrael, 
and I delivered thee from the hand of Saul. Aid gave thee 
thy master's house and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and 
gave thee the house of Israel and Juda : and if these things 
were little, I would add far greater things unto thee. Why 
therefore hast thou despised the word of the Lord, to do evil in 
My sight? Thou hast killed Urias the Hethite with the sword, 
and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with 
the sword of the children of Ammon. Therefore the sword 
shall never depart from thy house, because thou hast despised 
Me, and hast taken the wife of Urias the Hethite to be thy 
wife. Thus saith the Lord : Behold, I will raise up evil against 
thee out of thy own house, and I will take thy wives before 
thy eyes and give them to thy neighbour. .... For thou 
didst it secretly: but I will do this thing in the sight of all* 
Israel, and in the sight of the sun. And David said to Nathan : 
I have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said to David : 
The Lord also hath taken away thy sin: thou shalt not die. 
Nevertheless, because thou hast given occasion to the enemies 
of the Lord to blaspheme, for this thing, the child that is born 
to thee shall surely die. 

And Nathan returned to his house. The Lord also struck 
the child which the wife of Urias had borne to David, and his 
life was despaired of. And David besought the Lord for the 
child : and David kept a fast, and going in by himself lay upon 
the ground. And the ancients of his house came, to make him 
rise from the ground : but he would not, neither did he eat 
meat with them.* And it came to pass on the seventh day 
that the child died : and the servants of David feared to tell 
him, that the child was dead. For they said : Behold when 
the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he would. not 
hearken to our voice : how much more will he afflict himself 
if we tell him that the child is dead ? But when David saw 
his servants whispering, ho understood that the child was dead : 
and he said to his servants : Is the child dead 1 They answered 
him : He is dead. Then David arose from the ground, and 
washed and anointed himself; and when he had changed his 
apparel, he went into the house of the Lord and worshipped : 

^ Jt was on tills occasion that David composed the celebrated Psalm Miserere, 
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and then lie came into his own house, and he called for bread, 
and ate. 

And his servants said to him : What thing is this that thou 
hast done ? thou didst fast and weep for the child, while it was 
alive': but when the child was dead, thou didst rise up and eat 
bread. And he said : "While the child was yet alive, I fasted 
and wept for him : for I said : Who knoweth whether the Lord 
may not give him to me, and the child may live ] But now 
that he is dead, why should I fast 1 Shall I be able to bring 
him back any more ] I shall go to him rather : but he shall not 
return to me. 

And David comforted Bethsabee his wife; and she bore 
a son, and he called his name Solomon, and the Lord loved 
him« 

8E€T. LXriII. THE REBELLION OF ABSALOM. 

Absalom. — !N'ow after these things Absalom^ made himself 2 Kint^s 
diariots, and horsemen, and fifty men, to run before him. And ^^* ^'^^' 
Absalom rising up early, stood by the entrance of the gate, and 
when any man had business to come to the king's judgment, 
Absalom called him to him, and said : Of what city art thou ? 
He answered, and said : Thy servant is of such a tribe of Israel. 
And Absalom answered him : Thy words seem to me good and 
just. But there is no man appointed by the king to hear thee. 
And Absalom said : O that they would make me judge over the 
land, that all that have business might come to me, that I might 
do them justice. Moreover when any man came to him to 
salute him, he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed 
him. And this he did to all Israel that came for judgment, to 
be heard by the king, and he enticed the hearts of the men of 
Israel. 

And after forty years, Absalom said to king David : Let me 
go, and pay my. vows which I have vowed to the Lord in 
Hebron. For thy servant made a vow, when he was in Gessur 
of Syria, saying : If the Lord shall bring me again into Jeru- 
salem, I will offer sacrifice to the Lord. And king David said 
to him: Go in peace. And he arose, and went to Hebron. 
And Absalom sent spies into all the tribes of Israel, saying: 
As soon as you shall hear the sound of the trumpet, say ye : 
Absalom reigneth in Hebron. Now there went with Absalom 
two hundred men out of Jerusalem that were called, going with 
simplicity of heart, and knowing nothing of the design. Absalom 

* Absalom A^as Payid'a favouiite 8on« 
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also sent for Achitopliel* the Gilonite, David's counsellor, from 
his city Gilo. And while he was offering sacrifices, there was a 
strong conspiracy, and the people running together increased 
with Ahsalom. 

And there came a messenger to David, saying : All Israel 
with their whole heart foUoweth Absalom. And David said to 
his servants that were with him in Jerusalem : Arise and let 
us flee, for we shall not escape else from the face of Absalom : 
make haste to go out, lest he come and overtake us, and bring 
ruin upon us, and smite the city with the edge of the sword. 
And the king's servants said to him : Whatsoever our lord the 
king shall command, we thy servants will willingly execute. 

David fies from Jerusalem.— And the king went forth, 
and all his household on foot: and the king left ten women his 
concubines to keep the house : and the king going forth and all 
Israel on foot, stood afar off from the house. And all his ser- 
vants walked by him, and the bands of the Cerethi, and the 
Phelethi,f and all the Gethites, valiant warriors, six hundred 
men who had followed him from Geth on foot, went before the 
king. 
2 ^^^ And they all wept with a loud voice, and all the people 
* passed over : the king also himself went over the brook Cedron, 
and all the people marched towards the way that looketh to the 
desert. And Sadoc the priest also came, and all the Levites 
with him, carrying the ark of the covenant of God,^and they set 
down the ark of God : and Abiathar went up, till all the people 
that was come out of the city had done passing. And the king 
said to Sadoc : Carry back the ark of God into the city : if I 
shall find grace in the sight of the Lord, He will bring me 
again, and He will show me it, and His tabernacle. But if He 
shall say to me : Thou pleasest M e not : I am ready, lot Him do 
that which is good before Him. And the king said to Sadoc the 
priest : seer, return into the city in peace : and let Achimaas 
thy son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar, your two sons, be 
with you. Behold I will lie hid in the plains of the wilder- 
ness, tUl there come word from you to certify me. 

So Sadoc and Abiathar carried back the ark of God into 
Jerusalem : and they tarried there. But David went up by the 
ascent of mount Olivet, going up and weeping, walking bare- 
foot, and with his head covered, and all the people that were 
with them went up with their heads covered, weeping. 

And it was told David that Achitophel also was in the con- 

♦ Achitophel was valued for his prudence and wisdom as a counsellor, 
/ These, as well as the Gethites, were David's body-guards. 
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Bpiiacy with Absalom, and David said : Infatuate, Lord, I 
beseech thee, the counsel of Achitophel. 

And king David camo as far as Bahurim : and behold there 2 Kings ^ 
came out from thence a man of the kindred of the house of Saul ^^' °'^^* 
named Semei, the son of Gera, and coming out he cursed as he 
went on, and he threw stones at David, and at all the servants 
of king David : and all the people and all the warriors walked 
on the right and on the left side of the king. And thus said 
Semei when he cursed the king : Come out, come out, thou man 
of blood, and thou man of Belial. The Lord hath repaid thee 
for all the blood of the house of Saul : because thou hast 
usurped the kingdom in his stead, and the Lord hath given the 
kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son : and behold thy 
evils press upon thee, because thou art a man of blood. 

And Abisai the son of Sarvia said to the king : Why should 
this dead dog curse my lord the king ? I will go, and cut off his 
head. And the king said : What have I to do with you, ye 
sons of Sarvia ? Let him alone and let him curse : for the 
Lord hath bid him curse David :^ and who is he that shall dare 
say: Why hath he done so? And the Idng said to Abisai, and 
to all his servants : Behold my son, who came forth from my 
bowels, seeketh my life : how much more now a son of Jemini 1 
let him alone, that he may curse as the Lord hath bidden him : 
perhaps the Lord may look upon my aflOiiction, and the Lord may 
render me good for the cursing of this day. And David and 
his men with him went by the way. And Semei by the hill's 
side went over-against him, cursing, and casting stones at him, 
and scattering earth. And the king and all the people with 
him came weary, and refreshed themselves there. 

But Absalom and all his people came into Jerusalem, and 
Achitophel was with him. 

And David having reviewed his people, appointed over them 2 Kings 
captains of thousands and of hundreds, and sent forth a third ^^'^"' ^"^^' 
part of the people undsr the hand of Joab, and a third part under 
the hand of Abisai the son of Sarvia, Joab's brother, and a third 
part under the hand of Ethai, who was of Geth ; and the king said 
to the people : I also will go forth with you. And the people an- 
swered : Thou shalt not go forth : for if we flee away, they will 
not much mind us : or if half of us should fall, they will not 
greatly care : for thou alone art accounted for ten thousand : it is 

* Not tliat the Lord was the author of Semei's sin, which proceeded purely 
from hi& own malice, and the abuse of his free-will. But that knowing and 
suffering his malicious disposition to break out on this occasion, He made use 
of him as His instrument to punish PaWd for his sins, Do\JA.i[ Biit.i£, 
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better therefore that thou shouldst be in the city to succour us. 
And the king said to them : What seemeth good to you, that 
will I do. And the king stood by the gate : and all the people 
went forth by their troops, by hundreds and by thousands. Aiid 
the king commanded Joab, and Abisai, and Ethai, saying : Save 
me the boy Absalom. And all the people heard the king giving 
charge to all the princes concerning Absalom. 

Absalom's Defeat and Death. — So the people went out into 
the field against Israel, and the battle was fought in the forest 
of Ephraim. And the people of Israel were defeated there by 
David's army, and a great slaughter was made that day of twenty 
thousand men. And the battle there was scattered over the 
face of all the country, and there were many more of the people 
whom the forest consumed than whom the sw^ord devoured that 
day. 

And it happened that Absalom met the servants of David, 
riding on a mule : and as the mule went under a thick and large 
oak, his head stuck in the oak, and while he hung between the 
heaven and the earth, the mule on which he rode passed on. 
And one saw this and told Joab, saying: I saw Absalom hanging 
upon an oak. And Joab said to the man that told him : If thou 
sawest him, why didst thou not stab him to the ground, and I 
would have given thee ten shekels of silver, and a belt? And 
he said to Joab : If thou wouldst have paid down in my hands 
a thousand pieces of silver, I would not lay my hands upon the 
king's son : for in our hearing the king charged thee, and Abisai, 
and Ethai, saying : Save me the boy Absalom. Yea and if I 
should have acted boldly against my own life, this could not 
have been hid from the king, and wouldst thou have stood by 
me ] And Joab said : Not as thou wilt, but I will set upon 
him in thy sight. So he took three lances in his hand, and 
thrust them into the heart of Absalom : and whilst he yet panted 
for life, sticking on the oak, ten young men, armour-bearers of 
Joab, ran up, and striking him slew him. 

And Joab sounded the trumpet, and kept back the people 
from pursuing after Israel in their flight, being willing to spare 
the multitude. And they took Absalom, and cast him into a 
great pit in the forest, and they laid an exceeding great heap of 
stones upon him : but all Israel fled to their own dwellings. 
Now Absalom had reared up for himself, in his lifetime, a pillar, 
which is in the king's valley : for he said : I have no son, and 
this shall he the monument of my name. And he called the 
pillar by bis own name, and it is caU^d TlYv^ laaxA Qi ^\i^^Qm^ 
to this day. 
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And it was told Joab, that the king wept and mourned for 2 Eing^ 
his son : and the victory that day was turned into mourning ^"^ ^"^ 
unto all the people : for the people heard say that day : The 
king grieveth for his son. And the people shunned the going 
into the city that day as a people would do that hath turned 
their backs, and iied away from the battle. 

And the king covered his head, and cried with a loud voice : 
O my son Absalom, Absalom my son, my son. Then Joab 
going into the house to the king said : Thou hast shamed this 
day the faces of all thy servants, that have saved thy life, and 
the lives of thy sons, and of thy daughters, and the lives of thy 
wives, and the lives of thy concubines. Thou lovest them that 
hate thee, and thou hatest them that love thee : and thou hast 
shown this day that thou carest not for thy nobles, nor for thy 
servants : and I now plainly perceive that if Absalom had lived, 
and all we had been slain, then it would have pleased thee. 
Now therefore arise, and go out, and speak to the satisfaction of 
thy servants : for I swear to thee by the Lord, that if thou wilt 
not go forth, there will not tarry with thee so much as one this 
night : and that will be worse to thee than all the evils that 
have befallen thee from thy youth until pow. Then the king 
arose and sat in the gate : and it was told to all the people that 
the king sat in the gate : and all the people came before the 
king, but Israel fled to their own dwellings. 

David's Betum. — ^And the king returned and came as far as 2 Kin?3 
the Jordan, and all Juda came as far as Galgal to meet the king, ^^^ 1^** 
and to bring him over the Jordan. 

And Semei the son of Gera, the son of Jemini of Bahurim, 
made haste and went down with the men of Juda to meet king 
David, with a thousand men of Benjamin, and Siba the servant 
of the house of Saul : and his fifteen sons and twenty servants 
were with him : and going over the Jordan, they passed the 
fords before the king, that they might help over the king*s house- 
hold, and do according to his commandment. And Semei the 
son of Gera falling down before the king, when he was come 
over the Jordan, said to him : Impute not to me, my lord, the 
iniquity, nor remember the injuries of thy servant on the day 
that thou, lord my king, wentest out of Jerusalem, nor lay it up 
in thy heart, king, For I thy servant acknowledge my sin : 
and therefore I am come this day the first of all the house of 
Joseph, and am come down to meet my lord the king. 

But Abisai the son of Sarvia answering, said; SVi«X\. &^\!Mi\ 
for these words not be put to death, because \i© ci\McacA.^iJaft1jKSt^i^ 
anointed 9 And David said : What have 1 to do m>i\\^o\x^l^ 
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r ons of Salvia ? why are you adversaries this day to me t sliall 
tliere any man be killed this day in Israel ? do not I know that 
this day I am made king over Israel ? And the king said to 
Semei : Thou shalt not die. And he swore unto him. 
2 Kings Berzellai also the Galaadite, coming down from Eogelim, 

XIX. 81-39. "brQugijij the king over the Jordan, being ready also to wait on 
him beyond the river. Now Berzellai the Galaadite was of 
a great age, that is to say, fourscore years old, and he provided 
the king with sustenance when he abode in the camp : for ho 
was a man exceeding rich. And the king said to Berzellai: 
Come with me, that thou mayest rest secure with me in Jerusalem. 
And Berzellai said to the king : How many are the days of 
the years of my life, that I should go up with the king to Jeru- 
salem ? I am this day fourscore years old ; are my senses quick 
to discern sweet and bitter? or can meat or drink delight thy 
servant ? or can I hear any more the voice of singing-men and 
singing-women 1 why should thy servant be a burden to the 
lord my kingi I thy servant will go on a little way from the 
Jordan with thee : I need not this recompense. But I beseech 
thee let thy servant return, and die in my own city, and be 
buried by the sepulchre of my father and of my mother. But 
there is thy servant Chamaam, let him go with thee, lord my 
king, and do to him whatsoever seemeth good to thee. Then 

f the king said to him : Let Chamaam go over with me, and I 

will do for him whatsoever shall please thee, and all that thou 
shalt ask of me thou shalt obtain. And when all the people and 
the king had passed over the Jordan, the king kissed Berzellai, 
and blessed him : and he returned to his own place. 

So the king went on to Galgal, and Chamaam with him.* 

&£CT, LXJX, DAVmS 81N IN NUMBERING TUE PEOPLE, HIS PUNISH JIENT. 
HE PREPARES FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, 

jj^j^^_^ David numbers the People.— And the anger of the Lord 
* -' ' was again kindled against Israel, and stirred up David against 
them, saying : Go, number Israel and Juda. And the king said 
to Joab the general of his army : Go through all the tribes of 
Israel from Dan to Bersabee,t and number ye the people that 1 
may know the number of them. And Joab said to the king : 
The Lord thy God increase thy people, and make them as many 

* After this there was a famine for three years, and when David inquired 
the cause he was told that it was because of Saul's sin in destroying the Gabaon- 
ites. with whom Josue had made a league. To make satisfaction for this, seven 
of SauFs remaining descendants were given up to the Gabaonites. 

. t These two towns were at the extremities of the kingdom, Dan at the north 

I vid Bersabee at the south. 



DAVID. 2il 

more as they are now, and again multiply them a hundred-foltl 
in the sight of my lord the king : but what meaneth my lord 
the king by this kind of thing ] But the king's words prevailed 
over the words of Joah, and of the captains of tho army : aivl 
Joab and the captains of the soldiers went out from the presence 
of the king, to number the people of Israel. 

And having gone through the whole land, after nine months 2 Kingi 
and twenty days, they came to Jerusalem. And Joab gave up ^*^^^* ^'^^' 
the sum of the number of the people to the king, and there were 
found of Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men that drew 
the sword : and of Juda five hundred thousand fighting men. 

But David's heart struck him, after the people were num- 
bered, and David said to the Lord : I have sinned very much 
in what I have done : but I pray Thee, Lord, to take away the 
iniquity of Thy servant, because I have done exceeding foolishly. 
And David arose in the morning, and the word of the Lord came 
to Gad the prophet and the seer of David, saying : Go, and say 
to David : Thus saith the Lord : I give thee thy choice of three 
things ; choose one of them which thou wilt, that I may do it to 
thee. And when Gad was come to David, he told him, saying : 
Either seven years of famine shall come to thee in thy land : or 
thou shalt flee three months before thy adversaries, and they 
shall pursue thee : or for three days there shall be a pestilence 
in thy land. 'Now therefore deliberate, and see what answer I 
shall return to Him that sent me. And David said to Gad : I 
am in a great strait : but it is better that I should fall into the 
hands of the Lord (for His mercies are many) than into the hands 
of men. 

David'8 Panishment. — And the Lord sent a pestilence upon 
Israel, from the morning until the time appointed, and there 
died of the people from Dan to Bersabee seventy thousand men. 
And when the angel of the Lord had stretched out his hand over 
Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord had pity on the afiliction, and 
said to the angel that slew the people : It is enough : now hold 
thy hand. Aid the angel of the Lord was by the thrashing- 
floor of Areuna* the Jebusite. 

And David said to the Lord, when he saw the angel striking 
the people: It is I, I am he that have sinned, I have done 
wickedly : these that are the sheep, what have they done 1 let 
Thy hand, I beseech Thee, be turned against me, and against my 
father's house. And Gad came to David that day, and said : 
Go up, and build an altar to the Lord in the thrashing-floor of 
Areuna the Jebusite. And David went up according to the 

* Heia eUewhero called Oman. 
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word of Grad which the Lord had commanded him. And Aieant 
looked, and saw the king and his servants coming towards him. 
And going out he worshipped the king, howing with his £BU»to 
the earth, and said : Wherefore is my lord the king come to his 
servant ) And David said to him : To huy the thrashing-floor 
of thee, and huild an altar to the Lord, that the plague which 
rageth among the people may cease. And Arenna said to David: 
Let my lord the king take, and oifer, as it seemeth good to him: 
thou hast here oxen for a holocaust, and the wain, and the yokes 
of the oxen for wood. All these things Areuna as a king gavo 
to the king : and Areuna said to the king : The Lord thy God 
receive thy vow. And the king answered him, and said : Nay, 
hut I will buy it of thee at a price, and I will not oflfer to the 
Lord my God holocausts free-cost. 

1 ^•^ ?""• So David gave to Areuna for the place six hundred shekels 
^ ' of gold of just weight. And he built there an altar to the Lord: 
and he offered holocausts and peace-offerings, and he called upon 
the Lord, and Ho heard him by sending fire from heaven upon 
the altar of the holocaust. And the Lord commanded the angel, 
and he put up his sword again into the sheath. And David see- 
ing that the Lord had heard him in the thrashing-floor of Areuna 
the Jebusite, forthwith offered victims there. 

But the tabernacle of the Lord, which Moses made in the 
desert-, and the altar of holocausts, was at that time in the high- 
place of Gabaon. And David could not go to the altar there to 
pray to God : for ho was seized with an exceeding great fear, 
seeing the sword of the angel of the Lord. 

lPai.xxii. David's Preparations for the Temple. — Then David said: 
1-19. This is the house of God,* and this is the altar for tho holocaust 
of Israel. And he commanded to gather together all the prose- 
lytes of the land of Israel, and out of them he appointed stone- 
cutters to hew stones and polish them, to build the house of Grod. 
And David prepared in abundance iron for the nails of the gates, 
and for tho closures and joinings : and of brass an immense 
weight And the cedar-trees were without number, which the 
Sidonians and Tyrians brought to David. And David said: 
Solomon my son is very young and tender, and the house which 
I would have to be built to the Lord must be such as to be re 
nowned in all countries : therefore I will prepare him necessaries. 
And therefore before his death he prepared all the charges. 

And he called for Solomon his son and commanded him to 
build a house to the Lord the God of Israel. And David said 

* Dayid fixed on thiB spot where his sacrifice was accepted as the site of tht 
lemjde which he designed that Solomon should build. 
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to Solomon : My sou, it was my desire to have built a houso to 
the name of the Lord my God. But the word of the Lord came 
to me, saying : Thou hast shed much blood, and fought many 
battles, so thou canst not build a house to My name, after shed- 
ding so much blood before Me : the son, that shall be born to 
thee, shall be a most quiet man : for I will make him rest from 
all his enemies round about : and therefore he shall be called 
Peaceable : and I will give peace and quietness to Israel aU his , 

days. He shall build a house to My name, and he shall be a 
son to Me, and I will be a father to him : and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever. Now then, my 
son, the Lord be with thee, and do thou prosper, and build the 
house to the Lord thy God, as He hath spoken of thee. The 
Lord also give thee wisdom and understanding, that thou mayest 
be able to rule Israel, and to keep the law of the Lord thy God. 
For then thou shalt be able to prosper, if thou keep the com- 
mandments, and judgments, which the Lord commanded Moses 
to teach Israel : take courage and act manfully, fear not, nor be 
dismayed. Behold I in my poverty have prepared the charges 
of the house of the Lord, of gold a hundred thousand talents, 
and of silver a million of talents : but of brass and of iron there 
is no weight, for the abundance surpasseth all account : timber 
also and stones I have prepared for all the charges. Thou hast 
also workmen in abundance, hewers of stones, and masons, and 
carpenters, and of all trades the most skilful in their work, in 
gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in iron, whereof there is no 
number. Arise then, and bo doing, and the Lord will be with 
thee. 

David also charged all the princes of Israel, to help Solo- 
mon his son, saying : You see, that the Lord your God is with 
you, and hath given you rest round about, and hath delivered 
all your enemies into your hands, and the land is subdued 
before the Lord, and before His people. Give therefore your 
hearts and your souls, to seek the Lord your God : and arise, and 
build a sanctuary to the Lord God, that the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord, and the vessels consecrated to the Lord, may be 
brought into the house which is built to the name of the Lord. 

SECT, LXX, ADONIAS 8EEK8 TO BE KING, BUT DAVID SETS SOLOMON ON 

HIS THRONE. 

Adonias seeks to reign. — ^Now king David was old, and 3 Kings i.; 
advanced in years. 

And Adonias the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying : s Kinga i 
I will be king. And ho made himself chariots auOi "ivotsem^T^, '^ '^'^' 

ft 
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and fifty men to run before him. Neither did his £ither 
reDuke him at any time, saying: Why hast thou done this? 
And he also was very beautiful, the next in birth after Absa- 
lom. And he conferred with Joab the son of Sarvia, and with 
Abiathar the priest, who furthered Adonias's side. But Sa 
doc the priest, and Banaias the son of Joiada, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Semei, and Eei, and the strength of David's army 
were not with Adonias. And Adonias having slain rams and 
calves, and all fat cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which was 
near the fountain Eogel, invited all his brethren the king's sons, 
and all the men of Juda the king's servants : but Nathan the 
prophet, and Banaias, and all the valiant men, and Solomon his 
brother, he invited not. 

And Nathan said to Bethsabee the mother of Solomon: 
Hast thou not heard that Adonias the son of Haggith reigneth, 
and our lord David knoweth it noti Now then come, take 
my counsel and save thy life, and the life of thy son Solomon. 
Go, and get thee in to king David, and say to him : Didst not 
thou, my lord king, swear to me thy handmaid, saying: 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit in my 
throne ? why then doth Adonias reign ? And while thou ait 
yet speaking there with the king, I will come in after thee, and 
will fill up thy words. 

So Bethsabee went in to the king into the chamber : now 
the king was very old, and Abisag the Sunamitess ministered 
to him. Bethsabee bowed herself, and did obeisance to the 
king. And the king said to her: What is thy will? She 
answered and said : My lord, thou didst swear to thy handmaid 
by the Lord thy God, saying: Solomon thy son shall reign 
after me, and he shall sit on my throne. And behold now 
Adonias reigneth, and thou, my lord the king, knowest nothing 
of it. He hath killed oxen, and all fat cattle, and many lamSi 
and invited all the king's sons, and Abiathar the priest^ and 
Joab the general of the army : but Solomon thy servant he in- 
vited not. And now, my lord O king, the eyes of all Israel aie 
upon thee, that thou shouldst tell them who shall sit on thy 
throne, my lord the king, after thee. Otherwise it shall come 
to pass, when my lord the king sleepeth with his fathers, that 
I and my son Solomon shall be counted offenders. 

As she was yet speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet 
came. And they told the king, saying : Nathan the prophet iB 
here. And when he was come in before the king, and had paid 
obeisance, bowing down to the ground, Nathan said : My loid 
O king, hast thou said : Let Adonias reign after me, and let hia 
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sit upon my throne ? Because he is gone down to-day, and hath 
killed oxen, and fatlings, and many rams, and invited all the 
king's sons, and the captains of the arm}'^, and Abiathar the 
priest: and they are eating and drinking before him, and 
saying: God save king Adonias. Eut me thy servant, and 
Sadoc the priest, and Banaias the son of Joiada, and Solomon 
thy servant, he hath not invited. Is this word come out from 
my lord the king, and hast thou not told me thy servant who 
should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him 1 

And king David answered and said : Call to me Bethsabee. 
And when she was come in to the king, and stood before him, 
the king swore and said : As the Lord liveth, who hath delivered 
my soul out of all distress, even as I swore to thee by the Lord 
the God of Israel, saying: Solomon thy son shall reign after 
me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my stead, so will I do 
this day. And Bethsabee bowing with her face to the earth 
paid obeisance to the king, saying : May my lord David live 
for ever. 

King David also said : Call me Sadoc the priest, and Nathan 
the prophet, and Banaias the son of Joiada. And when they 
were come in before the king, he said to them : Take with you 
the servants of your lord, and set my son Solomon upon my 
mule, and bring him to Gihon. And let Sadoc the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel : and you 
shall sound the trumpet, and shall say : God save king Solomon. 
And you shall come up after him, and he shall come, and shall 
sit upon my throne, and he shall reign in my stead : and I will 
appoint him to be ruler over Israel, and over Juda. And 
Banaias the son of Joiada answered the king, saying : Amen : 
so say the Lord, the God of my lord the king. As the Lord 
hath been with my lord the king, so be He with Solomon, 
and make his throne higher than the throne of my lord king 
David. 

Solomon is anointed. — So Sadoc the priest and Nathan 
the prophet went down, and Banaias the son of -0/1 iniR 
Joiada, and the Cerethi, and Phelethi: and they * ' 
set Solomon upon the mule of king David, and brought him to 
Gihon. And Sadoc the priest took a horn of oil out of the 
tabernacle, and anointed Solomon : and they sounded the 
trumpet, and all the people said : God save king Solomon. 

^d all the multitude went up after him, and the people 
played with pipes, and rejoiced with a great joy, and the eai'th 
rang with the noise of their cry. And Adonias, and all that 
were invited by him, heard it; and now the least \7^ ^\> «xl 
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end : Joab also hearing the sound of the trumpet, said : What 
nieaneth this noise of the city in an uproar? While he yet 
spoke, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the priest came: and 
Adonias said to him : Come in, because thou art a valiant man, 
and bringest good news. And Jonathan answered Adonias: 
Not so : for our lord king David hath appointed Solomon king, 
and hath sent with him Sadoc the priest, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Banaias the son of Joiada, and the Cerethi, and 
Phelethi, and they have set him upon the king's mule. And 
Sadoc the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him 
king in Gihon : and they are gone up from thence rejoicing, so 
that the city rang again : this is the noise that you have heard. 
Moreover Solomon sitteth upon the throne of the kingdom. 
And the king's servants going in, have blessed our lord king 
David, saying : May God make the name of Solomon greater 
than thy name, and make his throne greater than thy throne. 
And the king adored in his bed : and he said : Blessed be the 
Lord the God of Israel, who hath given this day one to sit on 
my throne, my eyes seeing it. Then aU the guests of Adonias 
were afraid, and they all arose, and every man went his way. 

And Adonias tearing Solomon, arose, and went, and took 
hold on the horn of the altar. And they told Solomon, saying: 
Behold Adonias, fearing king Solomon, hath taken hold of the 
horn of the altar, saying : Let king Solomon swear to me this 
day that he will not kill his servant with the sword. And 
Solomon said : If he be a good man, there shall not so much as 
one hair of his head fall to the ground : but if evil be found in 
him, he shall die. Then king Solomon sent, and brought him 
out from the altar : and going in he paid obeisance to king Solo- 
mon: and Solomon said to him: Go to thy house. 
1 Par. And Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as king instead 
2^^* of David his father, and he pleased all : and all Israel obeyed 
* him. And all the princes, and men of power, and all the sons 
of king David gave their hand, and were subject to Solomon 
the king. And the Lord magnified Solomon over all Israel : 
and gave him the glory of a reign, such as no king of Israel had 
before him. 

Death of David.— So David the son of Jesse reigned over 
all Israel And the days that he reigned over Israel were 
forty years : in Hebron he reigned seven years, and in Jerusalem 
three and thirty years. And he died in a good age, full of days, 
and riches, and glory. And Solomon his son reigned in hii 
etead« 
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dBCT, LXXJ. THE FIRST ACTS OF SOLOMONS REION, HIS WISDOM AND 

RICHES, 

Solomon. — And the kingdom was established. in the hand J^j'S««5 
of Solomon, and he made affinity with Pharao the Tin -iniK 
king of Egypt : for he took his daughter, and ^•^' •^"^^• 
brought her into the city of David, until he had made an end 
of building his own house, and the house of the Lord, and the 
wall of Jerusalem round about. But yet the people sacrificed 
in the high places : for there was no temple built to the name 
of the Lord until that day. And Solomon loved the Lord, 
walking in the precepts of David his father, only he sacrificed 
in the high places, and burnt incense. He went therefore to 
Gabaon, to sacrifice there : for that was the great high place ; 
a thousand victims for holocausts did Solomon offer upon that 
altar in Gabaon. 

And the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, 
saying: Ask what thou wilt that I should give thee. And 
Solomon said: Thou hast shown great mercy to Thy servant 
David my father, even as he walked before Thee in truth and 
justice and an upright heart with Thee, and Thou hast kept 
Thy great mercy lor him, and hast given him a son to sit on his 
throne, as it is this day. And now, Lord God, Thou hast 
made Thy servant king instead of David my father, and I am 
but a child, and know not how to go out and come in. And 
Thy servant is in the midst of the people which Thou hast 
chosen, an immense people, which cannot be numbered nor 
counted for multitude. Give therefore to Thy servant an un- 
derstanding heart, to judge Thy people, and discern between 
good and evil. For who shall be able to judge this people, Thy 
people which is so numerous % 

And the word was pleasing to the Lord that Solomon had 
asked such a thing. And the Lord said to Solomon : Because 
thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long 
life nor riches, nor the lives of thy enemies, but hast asked for 
thyself wisdom to discern judgment, behold I have done for thee 
according to thy words, and have given thee a wise and under- 
standing heart, insomuch that there hath been no one like thee 
before thee, nor shall arise after thee. Yea, and the things also 
which thou didst not ask I have given thee : to wit, riches and 
glory, so that no one hath been like thee among the kings in all 
days heretofore. And if thou wilt walk in My ways, and keep 
My precepts, and My commandments, as thy father walked, I 
will lengthen thy days. And Solomon awaked, an^ ^«tCiWjfe\ 



248 THE KINGS. 

that it was a dream : and "when he was come to Jerusalem, he 
Btood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered 
holocausts, and sacrificed victims of peace-offerings, and made a 
great feast for aU his servants. 

Solomon's Judgment. — Then there came two women that 
were harlots to the king, and stood before him. And one of 
them said : I beseech thee, my lord, I and this woman dwelt in 
one house, and I was delivered of a child with her in the 
chamber. And the third day, after that I was delivered, she 
also was delivered, and we were together, and no other person 
with us in the house, only we two. And this woman's child 
died in the night: for in her sleep she overlaid him. And 
rising in the dead time of the night, she took my child from my 
side, while I thy handmaid was asleep, and laid it in her bosom: 
and laid her dead child in my bosom. And when I rose in the 
morning to give my child suck, behold it was dead : but con- 
sidering him more diligently when it was clear day, I found 
that it was not mine which I bore. And the other woman 
answered : It is not so as thou sayest, but thy child is dead^ and 
mine is alive. On the contrary she said : Thou liest : for my 
child liveth, and thy child is dead. And in this manner they 
strove before the king. 

Then said the king : The one saith : My child is alive, and 
thy child is dead. And the other answereth: Nay, but thy 
child is dead, and mine liveth. The king therefore said : Bring 
me a sword. And when they had brought a sword before the 
king, Divide, said he, the living child in two, and give half to 
the one, and half to the other. But the woman whose child 
was alive said to the king (for her bowels were moved upon her 
child) : I beseech thee, my lord, give her the child alive, and do 
not kill it. But the other said : Let it be neither mine nor 
thine, but divide it. The king answered, and said : Give the 
living child to this woman, and let it not bo killed, for she is 
the mother thereof. 

And all Israel heard the judgment which the king had 

judged, and they feared the long, seeing that the wisdom of 

God was in him to do judgment. 

8 Kings Solomon's Riches. — ^And king Solomon reigned over all 

^^- '' Israel. 

8 Kings IV. And Solomon had under him all the kingdoms from the 

21-34. pj^yg^ ^Q ^jjg Yaji^ of the Philistines, even to the border of Egypt: 

and they brought him presents, and served him all the days of 

< his life. And the provision of Solomon for each day was thirty 

measures of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal, ten fat 
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oxen and twenty out of the pastures, and a hundred rams, he- 
sides venison of harts, roes, and huffles, and fatted fowls. For 
he had all the country which was "beyond the river, from 
Thaphsa to Gazan, and all the kings of those countries : and he 
had peace on every side round about. And Juda and Israel 
dwelt without any ,fear, every one under his vine, and under 
his fig-tree, from Dan to Bersahee, all the days of Solomon. 

And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of chariot horses, 
and twelve thousand for the saddle. And those officers of the 
king fed them : and they furnished the necessaries also for king 
Solomon's tahle, with great care in their time. They hrought 
harley also and straw for the horses and beasts, to the place 
where the king was, according as it was appointed them. 

And God gave to Solomon wisdom and understanding ex- 
ceeding much, and largeness of heart as the sand that is on the 
sea shore. Ahd the wisdom of Solomon surpassed the wisdom 
of all the Orientals, and of the Egyptians, and he was wiser 
than all men : wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and 
Ghalcol, and Dorda the sons of Mahol, and he was renowned in 
all nations round ahout. 

Solomon also spoke three thousand parables : and his poems 
were a thousand and five.* And he treated about trees, from 
the cedar that is in Libanus unto the hyssop that cometh out 
of the wall : and he discoursed of beasts, and of fowls, and of 
creeping things, and of fishes. And they came from all nations 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and from all the kings of the 
earth, who heard of his wisdom. 

SECT. LXXIU SOLOMON BUILDS THE TEMPLE AND DEDICATES IT, 

Preparations for the Temple. — And Solomon determined 2 Par. ii^ 
to build a house to the name of the Lord, and a palace for him- ^ • 
self. And he numbered out seventy thousand men to bear 
burdens, and eighty thousand to hew stones in the mountains, 
and three thousand six hundred to oversee them. 

Ho sent also to Hiram king of Tyre, saying : As thou didst 
with David my father, and didst send him cedars, to build him 
a house, in which he dwelt : so do with me that I may build a 
house to the name of the Lord my God, to dedicate it to burn 
incense before Him, and to perfume with aromatical spices, and 
for the continual setting forth of bread, and for the holocausts, 
morning and evening, and on the sabbaths, and on the new 

♦ None of his poems have come down to us except the Canticle of Canticloi. 
Some of his parables are contained in the Book of Proverbs. 
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moons, and the solemnities of the Lord our God for ever, which 
are commanded for Israel. For the house which I desire to 
huild is great : for our God is great above all gods. Who then 
can be able to build Him a worthy house ? If heaven and the 
heavens of heavens cannot contain Him, who am I, that I 
should be able to build Him a house 1 but to this end only, that 
incense may be burnt before Him. Send me therefore a skilful 
man, that knoweth how to work in gold and in silver, in brass 
and in iron, in purple, in scarlet and in blue, and that hath skill 
in engraving, with the artificers which I have with me in Judea 
and Jerusalem, whom David my father provided. Send me also 
cedars, and fir-trees, and pine-trees from Libanus : for I know 
that thy servants are skilful in cutting timber in Libanus, and 
my servants shall be with thy servants, to provide me timber in 
abundance. For the house which I desire to build is to be 
exceeding great and glorious. And I will give thy servants 
the workmen that are to cut down the trees, for their food twenty 
thousand cores* of wheat, and as many cores of barley, and 
twenty thousand measures of wine, and twenty thousand mea- 
sures of oil. 

And Hiram king of Tyre sent a letter to Solomon, saying : 
Because the Lord hath loved His people, therefore He hath made 
thee king over them. And he added, saying : Blessed be the 
Lord the God of Israel, who made heaven and earth, who hath 
given to king David a wise and knowing son, endued with 
understanding and prudence, to build a house to the Lord, and 
a palace for himself. I therefore have sent thee my father Hiram, 
a wise and most skilful man, the son of a woman of the daugh- 
ters of Dan, whoso father was a Tyrian, who knoweth how to 
work in gold and in silver, in brass, and in iron, and in marble, 
and in timber, in purple also, and violet, and sillc and scarlet : 
and who knoweth to grave all sort of graving, and to devise 
ingeniously all that there may be need of in the work with thy 
artificers, and with the artificers of my lord David thy father. 
The wheat therefore, and the barley, and the oil, and the wine, 
which thou, my lord, hast promised, send to thy servants. And 
we will cut down as many trees out of Libanus as thou shalt 
want, and will convey them in floats by sea to Joppe : and it 
will be thy part to bring them thence to Jerusalem. 

And Solomon numbered all the proselytes in the land of 
Israel, after the numbering which David his father had made, 
and they were found a hundred fifty-three thousand and six 
hundred. And he set seventy thousand of them to carry bur- 

* The core contidned three pints. 
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dens (m their shoulders, and eighty thousand to hew stones in 
the mountains : and three thousand and six hundred to he over- 
seers of the work of the people. 

The Temple. — And Solomon hegan to huild the house of the 2 Par. m. 
Lord in Jerusalem, in mount Moria, which had been shown to ^"^^* 
David his father, in the place which David had prepared in the 
thrashing-floor of Areuna the Jebusite. And he began to build 
in the second month, in the fourth ^ear of his reign. 

Now these are the foundations which Solomon laid, to build 
the house of Gk)d, the length by the first measure sixty cubits, 
the breadth twenty cubits.* And the porch in the front, which 
was extended in length according to the measure of the breadth 
of the hpuse, twenty cubits : and the height was a hundred and 
twenty cubits : and he overlaid it within with pure gold.f 

And the greater house he ceiled with deal boards, and over- 
laid them Avith plates of fine gold throughout : and he graved 
in them palm-trees, and like little chains interlaced with one 
another. He paved also the floor of the temple with most 
precious marble, of great beauty. And the gold of the plates 
with which he overlaid the house, and the beams thereof, and . 
^he posts, and the walls, and the doors was of the finest : and 
he graved cherubim on the walls. He made also the house of 
the Holy of Holies : the length of it according to the breadth of 
the temple, twenty cubits, and the breadth of it in like manner 
twenty cubits : and he overlaid it with plates of gold, amounting 
to about six hundred talents. He made also nails of gold, and 
the weight of every nail was fifty shekels : the upper chambers 
also he overlaid with gold. He made also in the house of the 
Holy of Holies two cherubim of image-work : and he overlaid 
them with gold. The wings of the cherubim were extended 
twenty cubits, so that one wing was five cubits long, and reached 
to the wall of the house : and the other was also five cubits long, 
and reached to the wing of the other cherub. In like manner 
the wing of the other cherub was five cubits long, and reached 
to the wall : and his other wing was five cubits long, and touched 
the wing of the other cherub. So the wings of the two cheru- 

♦ The foundations were laid with 'great stones, costly stones,* which Hiram's 
masons squared for the purpose. And the house, when it was in building, was 
built of stones hewed and made ready : so that there was neither hammer nor 
axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house when it was in building. 3 Kings v. 6. 

t The plan of the temple was the same as that of the tabernacle^ from which 
it differed chiefly in being exactly double the dimensions, and in having cham- 
bers or rooms about the sanctuary for the abode of the priests and other minis- 
ters and for keeping stores. Both the temple and its furniture were constructed 
of the most solid and costly materials, in place of the temporary and movable 
ones of the tabeinade. 
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bim were spread forth, and were extended twenty cubits : and 
tbey stood upright on their feet, and their faces were turned 
toward the house without. 

2 Par. V. Its Fumiture. — Then Solomon brought in all the things 
^~^** that David his father had vowed, the silver, and the gold, and 
all the vessels he put among the treasures of the house of God. 
And after this he gathered together the ancients of Israel, and 
all the princes of the tribes, and the heads of the families of 
the children of Israel to Jerusalem, to bring the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Sion. 

And all the men of Israel came to the king in the solemn 
day of the seventh month. And when all the ancients of Israel 
were come, the Levites took up the ark, and brought it in, 
together with all the fumiture of the tabernacle. And the 
priests with the Levites carried the vessels of the sanctuaiy, 
which were in the tabernacle. 

And king Solomon, and all the assembly of Israel, and all 
that were gathered together before the ark, sacrificed rams and 
oxen without number : so great was the multitude of the victims. 
And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
into its place, that is, to the oracle of the temple, into the Holy 
of Holies imder the wings of the cherubim : so that the cheru- 
bim spread their wings over the place, in which the ark was 
set, and covered the ark itself and its staves. Now the ends of 
the staves wherewith the ark was carried, because they were 
something longer, were seen before the oracle : but if a man 
were a little outward, he could not see them. So the ark has 
been there unto this day. And there was nothing else in the 
ark* but the two tables which Moses put there at Horeb when 
the Lord gave the law to the children of Israel, at their coming 
out of Egypt. 

Now when the priests were come out of the sanctuary (for 
all the priests that could be found there were sanctified, and 
as yet at that time the courses and order of the ministries were 
not divided among them), both the Levites and the singing men, 
that is, both they that were under Asaph, and they that were 

» under Heman, and they that were under Idithun, with their 

sons, and their brethren, clothed with fine linen, sounded with 
cymbals, and psalteries, and harps, standing on the east side of 
the altar, and with them a hundred and twenty priests sounding 
with trumpets. So when they all sounded together, both with 
trumpets, and voice, and cymbals, and organs, and with divers 

* The pot of manna and Aaron's rod that blossomed were either no longer 
preserved or were on the outside of the ark. 
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cind of musical instruments, and lifted up their voice on high, 
ihe sound was heard afar off, so that when they hegan to praise 
he Lord, and to say : Give glory to the Lord, for He is good, 
br His mercy endureth for ever, the house of God was filled 
vith a cloud. Not could the priests stand and minister by 
•eason of the cloud. For the glory of the Lord had filled the 
louse of God, 

SECr, LXXUI, TEE SOLEMN DEDICATION OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. 

Solomon's Speech to the People. — ^Then Solomon said : The 2 Par. vi 
Lord promised that He would dwell in a cloud. But I have ^"^^ 
juilt a house to His name, that He might dwell there for ever. 

And the king turned his face, and blessed all the multitude 
)f Israel (for all the multitude stood attentive) ; and he said : 
Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, who hath accomplished 
n deed that which He spoke to David my father, saying : From 
ihe day that I brought My people out of the land of Egypt, I 
;hose no city among all the tribes of Israel, for a house to be 
Duilt in it to My name : neither chose I any other man to be 
ihe ruler of My people Israel. But I chose tferusalem, that My 
aame might be there : and I chose David, to set him over My 
people IsraeL 

' And whereas David my father had a mind to build a house 
to the name of the Lord the God of Israel, the Lord said to 
fiim : Forasmuch as it was thy will to build a house to My 
aame, thou hast done well indeed in having such a will : but 
ihou shalt not build the house, but thy son, who shall come out 
}f thy loins, he shall build a house to My name. The Lord 
jherefore hath accomplished His word which He spoke : and I 
im risen up in the place of David my father, and sit upon the 
ihrone of Israel, as the Lord promised : and have built a house 
;o the name of the Lord God of Israel. And I have put in it 
ihe ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord, which He made 
kvith the children of Israel. 

His solemn Prayer. — And he stood before the altar of 
ihe Lord, in presence of all the multitude of Israel, and 
stretched forth his hands. For Solomon had made a brazen 
jcaffold, and had set it in the midst of the temple, which was 
ive cubits long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits high : 
md he stood upon it : then kneeling down in the presence of 
lU the multitude of Israel, and lifting up his hands towards 
leaven, he said : 

O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like Thee in heaven 
101 in earth : who keepest covenant and mercy w\.\»\i TYi^ ^^x- 
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vants, tliat walk before Thee with all their hearts : who hast 
performed to Thy servant David my father all that Thou hast 
promised him : and hast accomplished in fact what Thou hast 
spoken with the mouth, as also the present time proveth. 

Now then, Q Lord God of Israel, fulfil to Thy servant 
David my father whatsoever Thou hast promised him, say- 
ing: There shall not fail thee a man in My sight to sit upon 
the throne of Israel : yet so that thy children take heed t^ 
their ways, and walk in My law, as thou hast walked befcqr*- 
Me. And now, Lord God of Israel, let Thy word be establisbAd 
which Thou hast spoken to Thy servant David. 

Is it credible then that God should dwell with men on the 
earth ? If heaven and the heavens of heavens do not contain 
Thee, how much less this house which I have built 9 But to 
this end only it is made, that Thou mayst regard the prayer of 
Thy servant, and his supplication, Lord my God: and mayest 
hear the prayers which Thy servant poureth out before Thee. 
That Thou mayest open Thy eyes upon this house day and 
night, upon the place whereiu Thou hast promised that Thy 
name should be called upon, and that Thou wouldst hear the 
prayer which Thy servant prayeth in it : hearken then to the 
prayers of Thy servant and of Thy people IsraeL Whosoever 
shall pray in this place, hear Thou from Thy dwelling-place, 
that is, from heaven, and show mercy. 

If any man sin against his neighbour, and come to swear 
against him, and bind himself with a curse before the altar in 
this house : then hear Thou from heaven, and do justice to 
Thy servants, so as to requite the wicked by making his wicked-, 
ness fall upon his own head, and to revenge the just, rewarding 
him according to his justice. 

If Thy people Israel be overcome by their enemies (for they 
will sin against Thee), and being converted shall do penance, 
and call upon Thy name, and pray to Thee in this place, then 
hear Thou from heaven, and forgive the sin of Thy people 
Israel, and bring them back into the land which Thou gave«t 
to them and their fathers. 

If the heavens be shut up, and there fall no rain by reason 
of the sins of the people, and they shall pray to Thee in this 
place, and confess to Thy name, and be converted from their 
sins, when Thou dost afflict them, then hear Thou from heaven, 
O Lord, and forgive the sins of Thy servants and of Thy people 
Israel, and teach them the good way in which they may walk : 
and give rain to Thy land which Thou hast given to Thy people 
to possess. 
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If a famine aiise in the land, or a pestilence or blasting, or 
mildew, or locusts, or caterpillars; or if their enemies waste the 
country, and besiege the cities, whatsoever scourge or infirmity 
shall be upon them : then if any of Thy people Israel, knowing 
his own scoiirge and infirmity, shall pray, and shall spread forth 
his hands in this house, hear Thou from heaven, from Thy high 
dwelling-place, and forgive, and render to every one according 
to his ways, which Thou knowest him to have in his heart (for 
Thou only knowest the hearts of the children of men) : that 
they may fear Thee, and walk in Thy ways all the days that 
they live upon the face of the land^ which Thou hast given to 
our fathers. 

If the stranger also, who is not of Thy people Israel, come 
from a fer country for the sake of Thy great name, and Thy 
ftrong hand, and Thy stretched- out arm, and adore in this 
place : hear Thou from heaven Thy firm dwelling-place, and do 
al] that which that stranger shall call upon Thee for : that all 
the people of the earth may know Thy name, and may fear 
Thee, as Thy people Israel, and may know that Thy name is 
invoked upon this house, which I have built. 

If Thy people go out to war against their enemies, by the 
way that Thou shalt send them, and adore Thee towards the 
way of this city which Thou hast chosen, and the house which 
I have built to Thy name : then hear Thou from heaven their 
prayers, and their supplications, and revenge them. 

And if they sin against Thee (for there is no man that sin- 
neth not) and Thou be angry with them, and deliver them up 
to their enemies, and they lead them away captive to a land 
either afar off, or near at hand, and if they be converted in 
their heart in the land to which they were led captive, and do 
penance, and pray to Thee in the land of their captivity, saying : 
We have sinned, we have done wickedly, we have dealt un- 
justly: and return to Thee with all their heart, and with all 
their soul, in the land of their captivity, to which they were 
led away, and adore Thee towards the way of their own. land 
which Thou gavest their fathers, and of the city which Thou hast 
chosen, and the house which I have built to Thy name : then 
hear Thou from heaven, that is, from Thy firm dwelling-place, 
their prayers, and do judgment, and forgive Thy people, although 
they have sinned, for Thou art my God : let Thy eyes, I be- 
seech Thee, be open, and let Thy ears be attentive to the prayer 
that is made in this place. 

Now therefore arise, Lord God, into Thy resting-place, 
Thou and the ark of Thy strength ; let Thy "piieala, O l/iA 
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God, put on salvation, and Thy saints rejoice in good things.* 
Lord God, turn not away the face of Thy anointed : reniembdr 
the mercies of David Thy servant. 
2 Par. VII. And when Solomon had made an end of his prayer, fire 
^~^^' came down from heaven, and consumed the holocausts and 
the victims : and the majesty of the Lord filled the house. 
Neither could the priests enter into the temple of the Lord, 
because the majesty of the Lord had filled the temple of the 
Lord. Moreover all the children of Israel saw the fire coming 
down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house : and falliog 
down with their faces to the ground, upon the stone pavement, 
they adored, and praised the Lord : because He is good, be- 
cause His mercy endureth for ever. And the king and all the 
people sacrificed victims before the Lord. 

Solomon's Offerings. — And king Solomon offered a sacrifice 
of twenty-two thousand oxen, and one hundred and twenty 
thousand rams : and the king and all the people dedicated the 
house of God. And the priests stood in their offices : and the 
Levites with the instruments of music of the Lord, which Iring 
David made to praise the Lord, because His mercy endureth 
for ever, singing the hymns of David by their ministry : and 
the priests sounded with trumpets before them, and all Israel 
stood. 

Solomon also sanctified the middle of the court before the 
temple of the Lord, for he offered there the holocausts and the 
fat of the peace-offerings : because the brazen altar, which he 
had made, could not hold the holocausts and the sacrifices and 
the fat. And Solomon kept the solemnity at that time seven 
days, and all Israel with him, a very great congregation, from 
the entrance of Emath to the torrent of Egypt. And he made 
on the eighth day a solemn assembly, because he had kept the 
dedication of the altar seven days, and had celebrated the 
solemnity seven days. 

So on the three and twentieth day of the seventh month he 
sent away the people to their dwellings, joyful and glad for the 
good that the Lord had done to David, and to Solomon, and to 
all Israel His people. 
2 Par. VII. God's Answer to him. — And the Lord appeared to him ty 
12-22. night, and said : I have heard thy prayer, and I have chosen 
this place to Myself for a house of sacrifice. If I shut up 
heaven, and there fall no rain, or if I give orders, and command 
the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My 
people : and My people, upon whom My name is called, being 

• This is part of the ISlst Psalm, 
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converted, shall make supplication to Me, and seek out My 
face, and do penance for their most wicked ways : then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sins and will heal 
their land. My eyes also shall he open, and My ears attentive 
to the prayer of him that shall pray in this place. For I have 
chosen and have sanctified this place, that My name may be 
there for ever, and My eyes and My heart may remain there 
perpetually. 

And as for thee, if thou walk before Me, as David thy 
father walked, and do according to all that I have commanded 
thee, and keep My justice and My judgments : I will raise up 
the throne of thy kingdom, as I promised to David thy father, 
saying : There shall not fail thee a man of thy stock to be ruler 
in Israel. 

But if you turn away, and forsake My precepts, and My 
commandments which I have set before you, and shall go and 
serve strange gods, and adore them, I will pluck you up by 
the root out of My land which I have given you : and this 
house which I have sanctified to My name I will cast away 
from before My face, and will make it a by-word, and an 
example among all nations. And this house shall be for a pro- 
verb to all that pass by, and they shall be astonished and say : 
Why hath the Lord done thus to this land and to this house 1 
And they shall answer : Because they forsook the Lord the God 
of their fathers, who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and 
laid hold on strange gods, and adored them, and worshipped 
them : therefore all these evils are come upon them. 



SBCT. LXXIV, SOLOMOirS RICHES AND GLORY, HIS MANY WIVES, HIS 

SINS AND DEATH, 

The Queen of Saba.— And the queen of Saba* having heard 8 Kings \ 
of the fame of Solomon in the name of the Lord, came to try 1*29. 
him with hard questions. And entering into Jerusalem with a 
great train, and riches, and camels that carried spices, and an 
immense quantity of gold, and precious stones, she came to king 
Solomon, and spoke to him all that she had in her heart. And 
Solomon informed her of all the things she proposed to him: 
there was not any word the king was ignorant of, and which he 
could not answer her.f 

And when the queen of Saba saw all the wisdom of Solo- 

* Sometimes called Sheba. 

t Our Lord says of her : The ^een of the south shall rise in judgment with 
this generation,and shall condemn vt: because she cannefrom the ends of tKjeearlK 
(0 hear the wisdom of Solomon^ and behold a greater t^ti Solomon We« IAlqXV^ 'xI\u 



268 THE KINGS. 

men, and tlie house whicli he had built, and the meat of his 
table, and the apartments of his servants, and the order of his 
ministers, and their apparel, and the cup-bearers, and the holo- 
causts which he offered in the house of the Lord, she had no 
longer any spirit in her, and she said to the king : The report is 
true, which I heard in my own country, concerning thy words, 
and concerning thy wisdom. And I did not believe them that 
told me, till I came myself, and saw with my own eyes, and 
have found that the half hath not been told me : thy wisdom 
and thy works exceed the fame which I heard. Blessed are 
thy men, and blessed are thy servants, who stand before thee 
always, and hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God, 
whom thou hast pleased, and who hath set thee upon the throne 
of Israel, because the Lord hath loved Israel for ever, and hath 
appointed thee king, to do judgment and justice. 

And she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold, 
and of spices a very great store, and precious stones : there was 
brought no more such abundance of spices as these which the 
queen of Saba gave to king Solomon. The navy also of Hiram, 
which brought gold from Ophir,* brought from Ophir great 
plenty of thyine-trees and precious stones. And the king made 
of the thyine-trees the rails of the house of the Lord, and of the 
king's house, and citterns and harps for singers : there was no 
such thyine-trees as these brought, nor seen unto this day. And 
king Solomon gave the queen of Saba all that she desired, and 
asked of him : besides what he offered her of himself of his royal 
bounty. And she returned, and went to her own country with 
her servants. 

Solomon's Riches. — And the weight of the gold that was 
brought to Solomon every year was six hundred sixty-six 
talents of gold : besides that which the men brought him that 
were over the tributes, and the merchants, and they that sold 
by retail, and all the kings of Arabia, and the governors of the 
country. 

And Solomon made two hundred shields of the purest gold : 
he allowed six hundred shekels of gold for the plates of one 
shield: and three hundred targets of fine gold: three hundred 
pounds of gold covered one target : and the king put them in 
the house of the forest of Libanus. 

King Solomon also made a great throne of ivory : and over- 
laid it with the finest gold. It had six steps : and the top of 
the throne was round behind : and there were two hands on 

* Ophir is thought to have been a place on the coast of Arabia or perfaapi 
the island of Ceylon. 
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either side holding the seat : and two lions stood, one at each 
hand. And twelve little lions stood upon the six steps on the 
one side and on the other : there was no such work made in any 
kingdom. 

Moreover all the vessels out of which king Solomon drank 
were of gold : and all the furniture of the house of the forest of 
Libanus was of most pure gold : there was no silver, nor was any 
account made of it in the days of Solomon : for the king's navy, 
once in three years, went with the navy of Hiram by sea to 
Tharsis,* and brought from thence gold, and silver, and ele- 
phants' teeth, and apes, and peacocks. And king Solomon 
exceeded all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom. And 
all the earth desired to see Solomon's face, to hear his wisdom, 
which God had given in his heart. And every one brought him 
presents, vessels of silver and of gold, garments and armour, and 
spices, and horses and mules every year. 

And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen, and 
he had a thousand four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand 
liorsemen : and he bestowed them in fenced cities, and with the 
king in Jerusalem. And he made silver to be as plentiful in 
Jerusalem as stones : and cedars to be as common as sycamores 
which grow in the plains. And horses were brought for Solo- 
mon out of Egpy t and Coa : for the king's merchants brought 
them out of Coa, and bought them at a set price. And a chariot 
of four horses came out of Egypt for six hundred shekels of 
silver, and a horse for a hundred and fifty. And after this man- 
ner did all the kings of the Hethites and of Syria sell horses. 

His many Wives. — And king Solomon loved many strange 3 Kings xi 
women besides the daughter of Pharao, and women of Moab, and ^'^^ 
of Ammon, and of Edom, and of Sidon, and of the Hethites ; 
of the nations concerning which the Lord said to the children 
of Israel ; You shall not go in unto them, neither shall any of 
them come into yours : for they will most certainly turn away 
.your heart to follow their gods. And to these was Solomon 
joined with a most ardent love. And he had seven hundred 
M'ives as queens, and three hundred concubines : and the women 
turned away his heart. 

And when he was now old, his heart was turned away by 
women to follow strange gods : and his heart was not perfect 
with the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father. 
But Solomon worshipped Astarthe the goddess of the Sidonians, 
and Moloch the idol of the Ammonites. And Solomon did that 

* Tharsis, or Tharshish, is considered to be the same as Tartessus, a poit on 
the south coast of Spain* 
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"which was not pleasing before the I-iOrd, and did not fully follow 
the Lord, as David his father. Then Solomon built a temple 
for Chamos the idol of ^Foab, on the hill that is over-agaimt 
Jerusalem, and for Moloch the idol of the children of Am men. 
And he did in this manner for all his wives that were stranger?, 
who burnt incense, and ofiFered sacrifice to their gods. 

And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his mind was 
turned away from the Lord the God of Israel, who had appeared 
to him twice, and had commanded him concerning this thing, 
that he should not follow strange gods : but he kept not the 
things which the Lord commanded him. The Lord therefore 
said to Solomon : Because thou hast done this, and hast not kept 
My covenant and ^ly precepts, which I have commanded thee, 
I will divide and rend thy kingdom, and will give it to thy bcn 
vant. Nevertheless in thy days I will not do it, for David thy 
father's sake : but I will rend it out of the hand of thy son. 
Neither will I take away the whole kingdom, but I will give one 
tribe to thy son for the sake of David My servant, and Jerusaleiii 
which I have chosen. 

And tlie Lord raised up an adversary to Solomon, Adad the 
Edomite of the king's seed, in Edom. 
8 Kings XI. Jeroboam also the son of Nabat an Ephrathite of Sareda, a 
'^''^^' servant of Solomon, whose mother was named Sania, a widow 
woman, lifted up his hand against the king. And this is the 
cause of his rebellion against him, that Solomon built Mello, 
and filled up the breach of tlie city of David his father. And 
Jeroboam was a valiant and mighty man : and Solomon seeing 
him a young man ingenious and industrious, made him chief over 
the tributes of all the house of Joseph. 

Jeroboam and Ahias. — So it came to pass at that time, that 
Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, and the prophet Ahias the 
Silonite, clad with a new garment, found him in the way : and 
they two were alone in the field. And Ahias taking his new 
garment, wherewith he was clad, divided it into twelve parts : 
and he said to Jeroboam : Take to thee ten pieces : for thiw 
saith the Lord the God of Israel : Behold I will rend the king- 
dom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give thee ten tribes. 
But one tribe shall remain to him for the sake of My servant 
David, and Jerusalem the city which I have chosen out of all the 
tribes of Israel : because he hath forsaken Me, and hath adored 
Astarthe the goddess of the Sidonians, and Chamos the god of 
Moab, and Moloch the god of the children of Ammon : and hath 
not walked in My ways, to do justice before Me, and to keep 
My precepts and judgments ar did^David his father. Yet I will 
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not take away all the kingdom out of his hand, but I will make 
him prince all the days of his life, for David My servant's sake, 
whom I chose, who kept My commandments and Mj^ precepts. 
But I will take away the kingdom out of his son's hand, and 
wiU give thee ten tribes : and to his son I will give one tribe, 
that there may remain a lamp for My servant David before Me 
always in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen, that My name 
might be there. And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign 
over all that thy soul desireth, and thou shalt be king over 
IsraeL If then thou wilt hearken to all that I shall command 
thee, and wilt walk in My ways, and do what is right before Me, 
keeping My commandments and My precepts, as l3avid My ser- 
vant did, I will be with thee, and will build thee up a faithful 
house, as I built a house for David, and I will deliver Israel to 
thee : and I will for this afflict the seed of David, but yet not 
for ever. 

Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam : but he arose, 
and fled into Egypt to Sesac the king of Egypt, and was in 
Egypt till the death of Solomon. 

And the rest of the words of Solomon, and all that he did, 
and his wisdom ; behold they are all written in the book of the 
words of the days of Solomon.* And the days that Solomon 
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel were forty years. And 
Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of 
David his father, and Eoboam his son reigned in liis stead. 

SECT. LXXV, ROBOAM SUCCEEDS HIS FATHER SOLOMOX. TEN TRIBES 
REVOLT FROM IIIM AND FOLLOW JEROBOAM. 

Boboam. — And Eoboam went to Sichem : for thither were 3 Kings 
aU Israel come together to make him king. ^"« ^•^*^* 

But Jeroboam the son of Nabat, who was yet in Egypt, a 
fugitive from the face of king Solomon, hearing of -^n. 075 
his death, returned out of Egypt. And they sent * ' 
and called him : and Jeroboam came, and all the multitude of 
Israel, and they spoke to Eoboam, flaying : Thy father laid a 
grievous yoke upon us ; now therefore do thou take off a little 
of the grievous service of thy father, and of his most heavy 
yoke, which he put upon us, and we will serve thee. And he 
said to them : Go till the third day, and come to me again. 

And when the people was gone, king Eoboam took counsel 
with the old men, that stood before Solomon his father while he yet 
lived, and he said : What counsel do you give me, that I may 

* Solomon is beUeved to have repented of his sins before his death, and in 
liis rapeotanceto hare written the Book of Ecclesiastes. 
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answer this people 1 Tliey said to Mm : If thou wilt yield to 
this people to-day, and condescend to them, and grant their 
petition, and wilt speak gentle words to them, they will be thy 
servants always. But he left the counsel of the old men, whidi 
they had given him, and consulted with the young men, that 
had been brought up with him, and stood before him. And he 
said to them : What counsel do you give me, that I may answer 
this people, who have said to me : Make the yoke which thy 
father put upon us lighter 1 And the young men that had been 
brought up with him said : Thus shalt thou speak to this peo- 
ple, who have spoken to thee, saying : Thy father made our yoke 
heavy, do thou ease us. Thou shalt say to them : My little finger 
is thicker than the back of my father. And now my father 
put a heavy yoke upon you, but I will add to your yoke : my 
father beat you with whips, but I will beat you with scorpions. 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Eoboam the third 
day, as the king had appointed, saying : Come to me again the 
third day. And the king answered the people roughly, leaving 
the counsel of the old men, which they had given him, and he 
spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men, say- 
ing : My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your 
yoke : my father beat you with whips, but I will beat you with 
scorpions. And the king condescended not to the people : for 
the Lord was turned away from him, to make good His word, 
which He had spoken in the hand of Ahias the Silonite, to 
Jeroboam the son of Nabat. Then the people, seeing that the 
king would not hearken to them, answered him, saying : What 
poi-tion have wo in David 1 or what inheritance in the son of 
Jesse 1 Go home to thy dwellings, Israel ; now, David, look 
to thy own house. So Israel departed to their dwellings. But 
as for all the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities of Juda, 
Roboam reigned over them. 

The Revolt of the Ten Tribes.— Then king Roboam sent 
Aduram, who was over the tribute : and all Israel stoned him, 
and he died. Wherefore king Roboam made haste to get him 
up into his chariot, and he fled to Jerusalem : and Israel 
revolted from the house of David, unto this day. And it came 
to pass when all Israel heard that Jeroboam was come again, 
that they gathered an assembly, and sent and called him, and 
made him king over all Israel, and there was none that followed 
the house of David, but the tribe of Juda only.'-- 

♦ Benjamin was a smaU tribe, and so intermixed with the tribe of Juda (the 
very city of Jerusalem being partly in Juda, partly in Benjamin), that uey 
are here counted but as one tribe. Do\:xy Biblk. 
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And Kjboam came to Jerusalem, and gatbered together all 
the house of Juda, and the tribe of Benjamin, a hundred four- 
score thousand chosen men for war, to tight against the house 
of Israel, and to hring the kingdom again under Eoboam the 
son of Solomon. But the word of the Lord came to Semeias 
the man of God, saying : Speak to Eoboam the son of Solomon, 
the king of Juda, and to all the house of Juda, and Benjamin, 
and the rest of the people, saying : Thus saith the Lord : You 
shall not go up nor fight against your brethren the children of 
Israel : let every man return to his house, for this thing is from 
Me. They hearkened to the word of the Lord, and returned 
from their journey, as the Lord had commanded them. 

Jeroboam's Idolatry. — And Jeroboam built Sichem in mount 
Ephraim, and dwelt there, and going out from thence he built 
Phanael. And Jeroboam said in his heart: l^ow shall the 
kingdom return to the house of David, if this people go up to 
offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem : and the 
heart of this people will turn to their lord Eoboam the king of 
Juda, and they will kill me, and return to him. And finding 
out a device he made two golden calves,* and said to them : 
Go ye up no more to Jerusalem : behold thy gods, Israel, 
who brought thee out of the land of Egypt. And he set the 
one in Bethel, and the other in Dan if and this thing became an 
occasion of sin : for the people went to adore the calf as far as 
Dan. And he made* temples in the high places, and priests of 
the lowest of the people, who were not of the sons of Levi. 
And he appointed a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth 
day of the month, after the manner of the feast that was cele- 
brated in Juda4 And going up to the altar, he did in like 
manner in Bethel, to sacrifice to the calves, which he had made : 
and he placed in Bethel priests of the high places, which he had 
made. And he went up to the altar, which he had built in 
Bftthel, on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, which he had 
devised of his own heart : and he ordained a feast to the chil- 
dren of Israel, and went upon the altar to burn incense. 

The Prophet of Bethel.— And behold there came a man of 3 Kings 
God out of Juda, by the word of the Lord, to Bethel, when "'^ ^•^• 
Jeroboam was standing upon the altar, and burning incense. 

♦ As Aaron had done. The people would still have a traditional remem- 
brance of tibe gods of the Egyptians, who worshipped Apis under the form of a 
bolL 

+ Bethel was a city of the tribe of Ephraim in the southern part of the do- 
minions of Jeroboam, about six leagues from Jerusalem ; Dan was in the ex- 
tremis of his dominions to the north, in the confines of Syria. 

{ That iB» the Feast of Tabernacles. 
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And he cried out againsb the altar in the word of the Lord, and 
said : altar, altar, thus saith the Lord : Behold a child shall 
he horn to the house of David, Josias hy name, and he shall 
immolate upon thee the priests of the high places, who now 
burn incense upon thee, and he shall burn men's hones upon 
thee. And he gave a sign the same day, saying : This shall be 
the sign, that the Lord hath spoken : Behold the altar shall be 
rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out. 

And when the king had heard the word of the man of God, 
which he had cried out against the altar in Bethel, he stretched 
forth his hand from the altar, saying : Lay hold on him. And 
his hand which he stretched forth against him withered : and 
he was not able to draw it back again to him. The altar also 
was rent, and the ashes were poured out from the altar, according 
to the sign which the man of God had given before in the word 
of the Lord. And the king said to the man of God : Entreat 
the face of the Lord thy God, and pray for me, that my hand 
may be restored to me. And the man of God besought the face 
of the Lord ; and the king's hand was restored to him, and it 
became as it was before. 

And the king said to the man of God : Come home with me 
to dine, and I will make thee presents. And the man of God 
answered the king : If thou wouldst give me half thy house I 
will not go with thee, nor eat bread nor drink water in this 
place : for so it was enjoined me by the word of the Lord com- 
manding me : Thou shalt not eat bread nor drink water, nor 
return by the same way that thou camest. So he departed by 
another wav, and returned not by the way that he came into 
Bethel. 

Now a certain old prophet dwelt in Bethel, and his sons 
came to him and told him all the works that the man of God 
had done that day in Bethel : and they told their father the 
words which he had spoken to the king. And their father said 
to him : "What way went he ? His sons showed him the way 
by which the man of God went, who came out of Juda. And 
he said to his sons : Saddle me the ass. And when they had 
saddled him, he got up, and went after the man of God, and 
found him sitting under a turpentine- tree : and he said to him : 
Art thou the man of God that camest from Juda? He answered : 
T am. And he said to him : Come home with me, to eat bread. 
But he said : I must not return, nor go with thee, neither will 
I eat bread nor drink water in this place : because the Lord 
spoke to me in the word of the Lord, saying : Thou shalt not eat 
bread and thou shalt not drink water there, nor return by the 
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way thoa wentest. He said to him : I also am a prophet like 
unto thee : and an angel* spoke to me in the word of the Lord, 
saying: Bring him back with thee into thy house, that he 
may eat bread and drink water. He deceived him, and brought 
him back with him : so he ate bread and drank water in his 
house. 

And as they sat at table, the word of the Lord came to the 
prophet that brought him back. And he cried out to the man 
of God who came out of Juda, saying : Thus saith the Lord : 
Because thou hast not been obedient to the Lord, and hast not 
kept the commandment which the Lord thy God commandetli 
thee, and hast returned, and eaten bread and drunk i/vator in the 
place wherein He commanded thee that thou shouldst not eat 
bread nor drink wat^r, thy dead body shall not be brought into 
the sepulchre of thy fathers. 

And when he had eaten and drunk, he saddled his ass for 
the prophet, whom he had brought back. And when he was 
gone, a lion found him in the way, and killed him, and his body 
was cast in the way: and the ass stood by him, and the lion 
stood by the dead body. And behold, men passing by saw the 
dead body cast in the way, and the lion standing by the body. 
And they came and told it in the city, wherein that old prophet 
dwelt. 

And when that prophet, who had brought him back out of 
the way, heard of it, he said : It is the man of God, that was 
disobedient to the mouth of the Lord, and the Lord hath deli- 
vered him to the lion, and he hath torn him, and killed him 
according to the word of the Lord, which He spoke to him. And 
he said to his sons : Saddle me an ass. And when they had sad- 
dled, and he was gone, he found the dead body cast in the way, 
and the ass and the lion standing by the carcass : the lion had 
not eat«n of the dead body, nor hurt the ass. And the prophet 
took up the body of the man of God, and laid it upon the ass, 
and going back brought it into the city of the old prophet, to 
mourn for him. And he laid his dead body in his own sepulchre : 
and they mourned over him, saying : Alas ! alas ! my brother. 
And when they had mourned over him, he said to his sons : 
When I am dead, bury nie in the sepulchre wherein the man of 
God is buried : lay my bones beside his bones. For assuredlj'" 
the word shall come to pass which he hath foretold in the word 
of the Lord against the altar that is in Bethel, and against 

* This old man of Bethel was indeed a prophet, but he sinned in thns de- 
eeiving the man of God : the more because he pretended a revelation for what 
he did. DouiiY Bisr^ 
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all the temples of tlie high places, that are in the cities of Sa* 
maria. 

After these words Jerohoam came not back from his wicked 
way : but on the contrary he made of the meanest of the people 
priests of the high places : whosoever would, he filled his hand, 
and he was made a priest of the high places. 

SECT. LXXVL ROBOAM STRENQTHENa HIMSELF IN HIS KINGDOM^ AND 
THEN FORSAKES THE SERVICE OF GOD, HIS PUNISHMENT, 

2 Par. XI. 5. Reign of Boboam.— And Eoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and 
2 Par. XI. ^uil* walled cities in Juda. And when he had enclosed them 
11-17. with walls, he put in them governors and store-houses of pro- 
visions, that is, of oil and of wine. Moreover in every city he 
made an armoury of shields and spears, and he fortiiied them 
with great diligence, and he reigned over Juda and Benjamin. 

Aiid the priests and Levites, that were in all Israel, came 
to him out of all their seats, leaving their suburbs and their 
possessions, and passing over to Juda and Jerusalem, because 
Jeroboam and his sons had cast them off from executing the 
priestly office to the Lord. And he made to himself priests for 
the high places, and for the devils, and for the calves which he 
had made. Moreover out of all the tribes of Israel, whosoever 
gave their heart to seek the Lord the God of Israel came into 
Jerusalem, to sacrifice their victims before the Lord the God of 
their fathers. And they strengthened the kingdom of Juda, and 
established Eoboam the son of Solomon for three years : for 
they walked in the ways of David and of Solomon only three 
years. 
2 Par. XII. ^^d when the kingdom of Eoboam was strengthened and 
1-16. fortified, he forsook the law of the Lord, and all Israel with him.* 
And in the fifth year of the reign of Eoboam, Sesac^ing of 
Egypt came up against Jerusalem (because they had sinned 
against the Lord) with twelve hundred chariots, and threescore 
thousand horsemen : and the people were without number that 
came with him out of Egpyt, to wit, Libyans, and Troglodites,t 
and Ethiopians. And he took the strongest cities in Juda, and 
came to Jerusalem. 

* So it says in the 3d Book of King3 (cbap. xiv.) : AndJuda did evil in the 
sight of the Lord^ and provoked Him above all that their fathers had done, in 
their sins which they committed. For they also built them altars^ and statues, and 
groves vpon every high hill and under every green tree. There were also the 
effeminate in the land, and they did according to all the abominations ofthepeople 
whom the Lord had destroyed before the face of the children of Israel, 

t They were a wandering tribe, who pitched their tents in the desert (4 
Arab/a, 
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I Semeias the prophet came to Roboam, and to the princes 
, that were gathered together in Jerusalem, fleeing from 
nd he said to them : Thus saith the Lord : You have 
, and I have left you in the hand of Sesac. And the 
of Israel and the king, being in a consternation, said : 
rd is just. And when the Lord saw that they were hum- 
e word of the Lord came to Semeias, saying : Because 
i humbled, I will not destroy them, and I will give them 
belp, and My wrath shall nut fall upon Jerusalem by the 
: Sesac. But yet they shall serve him, that they may 
le difference between My service, and the service of a 
1 of the earth. 

lesac king of Egypt departed from Jerusalem, taking away 
8ures of the house of the Lord, and of the king's house, 
!;ook all witb him, and the golden shields that Solomon 
ie ; instead of which the king made brazen ones, and 
d them to the captains of the shield-bearers, who guarded 
ance of the palace. And when the king entered into the 
: the Lord, the shield-bearers came and took them, and 
them back again to their armoury. But yet because 
re humbled, the wrath of the Lord turned away from 
ad they were not utterly destroyed ; for even in Juda 
jre found good works. 

y Roboam therefore was strengthened in Jerusalem, and 
: he was one and forty years old when he began to 
nd he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city 
le Lord chose out of all the tribes of Israel, to establish 
le there : and the name of his mother was Naama an 
Ltess. But he did evil, and did not prepare his heart to 
J Lord. Now the acts of Roboam first and last arc 
in the books of Semeias the prophet, and of Addo the 
1 diligently recorded : and there was war between Ro- 
id Jeroboam all their days. And Roboam slept with his 
and was buried in the city of David. And Abia his son 
Ln his stead. 

ZVII. ASIA'S REIOy. BJS GREAT VICTORY, aOIfS JVDaitEXT ON 

JEROBOAM, 

— In the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam, Abia--* reigned 2 Par. xiii. 
ia. Three years he reigned in Jerusalem, «« n qko l"!^- 
mother's name was !Michaia, the daughter of * * 

Gabaa. And there was war between Abia and Jero- 
ind when Abia had begun battle, and had with him 

Abijab, also called Abiam in the 8d Book oi Kingo. cb«L^. xv. 
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four litindred thousand most valiaiit and chosen men : Jero- 
boam put his army in array against him, eight hundred thousand 
men, who were also chosen and most valiant for war. 

And Abia stood upon mount Semeron, which was in Eph- 
raim, and said : Hear me, O Jeroboam, and all Israel : Do you 
not know that the Lord God of Israel gave to David the king- 
dom over Israel for ever, to him and to his sons by a covenant 
of salt?* And Jeroboam the son of Nabat, the servant of 
Solomon the son of David, rose up : and rebelled against his 
lord. And there were gathered to him vain men, and children 
of Belial : and they prevailed against Roboam the son of Solo- 
mon ; for Roboam was inexperienced, and of a fearful heart, 
and could not resist them. And now you say that you are able 
to withstand the kingdom of the Lord, which He possesseth by 
the sons of David, and you have a great multitude of people, 
and golden calves, which Jeroboam hath made you for gods. 
And you have cast out the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron, 
and the Levites : and you have made you priests, like all the 
nations of the earth : whosoever cometh and consecrateth his hand 
with a bullock of the herd, and with seven rams, is made a priest of 
those who are no gods. But the Lord is our God, whom we forsake 
not, and the priests who minister to the Lord are the sons of Aaron, 
and the Levites are in their order. And they offer holocausts to 
the Lord every day, morning and evening, and incense made ac- 
cording to the ordinance of the law : and the loaves are set forth 
on a most clean table, and there is with us the golden candle- 
stick, and the lamps thereof, to be lighted always in the evening: 
for we keep the precepts of the Lord our God, whom you have 
forsaken. Therefore God is the leader in our army, and His 
priests who sound with trumpets, and resound against you : 
children of Israel, fight not against the Lord the God of your 
fathers, for it is not good for you.-f- 

His Victory. — While he spoke these things, Jeroboam caused 
an ambushment to come about behind him. And while he stood 
facing the enemies, he encompassed Juda, who perceived it not, 
with his army. And when Juda looked back, they saw the battle 
coming upon them both before and behind, and they cried to 
the Lord : and the priests began to sound with the trumpets. 
And aU the men of Juda shouted : and behold when they shouted, 
God terrified Jeroboam, and all Israel that stood against Abia 

* That is, a perpetual covenant. 

f Though Abia spoke in this way yd he did not himself serve God, for in 
the dd Book of Kings it is said of mui that He walked in all the sins of his 
father^ which he had done before him : and hit heart wag not perfect with the 
Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father. 
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and Jada. And the children of Israel fled before Juda, and the 
Lord delivered them into their hand. And Abia and his people 
ilevr tbem with a great slaughter, and there fell wounded of 
Israel five hundred thousand valiant men. And the children of 
Israel were brought down at that time, and the children of Juda 
were exceedingly strengthened, because they had trusted in the 
Lord the God* of their fathers. And Abia pursued after Jero- 
boam, and took cities from him. Bethel and her daughters,* and 
Jesana with her daughters, Ephron also and her daughters. 

Ahias' Message to Jeroboam. — ^At that time Abia the son 3 Kingt 
of Jeroboam fell sick. And Jeroboam said to his wife : Arise, ^^v. 1-20, 
and change thy dress, that thou be not known to be the wife of 
Jeroboam, and go to Silo, where Ahias the prophet is, who told 
me that I should reign over this people. Take also with thee 
ton loaves, and cracknels, and a pot of honey, and go to him, 
for he will tell thee what shall become of this child. Jeroboam's 
wife did as he told her : and rising up went to Silo, and came 
to the house of Ahias : but he could not see, for his eyes were 
dim by reason of his age. 

And the Lord said to Ahias : Behold the wifa of Jeroboam 
Cometh in, to consult thee concerning her son that is sick : thus 
and thus shalt thou speak to her. So when she was coming in, 
and made as if she were another woman, Ahias heard the sound 
of her feet coming in at the door, and said : Come in, thou wife 
of Jeroboam : why dost thou feign thyself to be another? But 
I am sent to thee with heavy tidings. Go, and tell Jeroboam : 
Thus saith the Lord the God of Israel : Forasmuch as I exalted 
thee from among the people, and made thee prince over My 
people Israel, and rent the kingdom away from the house of 
David, and gave it to thee, and thou hast not been as My ser- 
vant David, who kept My commandments, and followed Me 
with all his heart, doing that which was well pleasing in My 
sight : but hast done evil above all that were before thee, and 
hast made thee strange gods and molten gods, to provoke Me to 
anger, and hast cast Me behind thy back : therefore behold I 
will bring evils upon the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off 
from Jeroboam every dog, and him that is shut up, and the last 
in Israel : and I will sweep away the remnant of the house of 
Jeroboam, as dung is swept away till all be clean. Them that 
shall die of Jeroboam in the city the dogs shall eat : and them 
that shall die in the field the birds of the air shall devour : 
for the Lord hath spoken it. 

Arise thou therefore, and go to thy house : and when thy 

* ie. the neighbouring towna. 
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feet sLall be entering into the city, the child shall die, and all 
Israel shall mourn for him, and shall bury him : for he only of 
Jeroboam shall be laid in a sepulchre, because in his regard 
there is found a good word from tlie Lord the God of Israel, in 
the house of Jeroboam. And the Lord hath appointed Himself 
a king over Israel, who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam in 
this day, and in this time : and the Lord God shall strike Israel 
as a reed is shaken in the water : and He shall root up Israel 
out of this good land, which He gave to their fathers, and shall 
scatter them beyond the river: because they have made to 
themselves groves, to provoke the Lord. And the Lord shall 
give up Israel for the sins of Jeroboam, who hath sinned, and 
made Israel to sin. 

And the wife of Jeroboam arose, and departed, and came to 
Thersa : and when she was coming in to the threshold of the 
house, the child died. And they buried hiuL And all Israel 
mourned for him according to the word of the Lord, which He 
spoke by the hand of His servant Ahias the prophet. And the 
rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he fought, and how he reigned, 
behold they are written in the book of the words of the days 
of the kings of Israel. And the days that Jeroboam reigned 
were two and twenty years : and he slept with his fathers :* and 
Kadab his son reigned in his stead. 

SECT. LXXVIIJ. ASA DEFEATS THE ETHIOPIANS. PURIFIES HIS KINGDOM 
OF IDOLATRY, HIS LEAGUE WITH THE SYRIANS, 

t Pur. XIV. Asa. — ^And Abia slept with his fathers, and they buried him 

^"^^' B n Q55 ^ *^® ^^^^ ^^ David : and Asa his son reigned in 

'his stead : in his days the land was quiet ten years. 
And Asa did that which was good and pleasing in the sight 
of his God, and he destroyed the altars of foreign worship and 
the high places, and broke the statues, and cut down the 
groves. And he commanded Juda to seek the Lord the God of 
their fathers, and to do the law, and all the commandments. 
And he took away out of all the cities of Juda the altars and 
temples, and reigned in peace. He built also strong cities in 
Juda, for he was quiet, and there had no wars risen in his time, 
the Lord giving peace. And he said to Juda : Let us build 
these cities, and compass them with walls, and fortify them 
with towers, and gates, and bars, while all is quiet from wars, 
because we have sought the Lord the God of our fathers, and 
He hath given us peace round about. So they built, and there 
was no hindrance in building. And Asa had in his army of 

* Yet he did not die till the second year of Asa^s reign. 
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men that bore shields and spoars, of Juda three hundred 
thousand, and of Benjamin that bore shields and drew bows, 
two hundred and eighty thousand : all these were most valiant 
men. 

He defeats the Ethiopians. — And Zara the Ethiopian came 
out against them with his army of ten hundred thousand men, 
and with three hundred chariots : and he came as far as Maresa. 
And Asa went out to meet him, and set his army in array for 
battle in the vale of Sephata, which is near Maresa : and he 
called upon the Lord God, and said : Lord, there is no difference 
with Thee, whether Thou help with few, or with many : help 
us, O Lord our God : for with confidence in Thee, and in TJiy 
name, we are come against this multitude. Lord, Thou art 
our Gk)d, let not man prevail against Thee. And the Lord 
terrified the Ethiopians before Asa and Juda : and the Ethio- 
pians fled. And Asa and the people that were with him 
pursued them to Gerara : and the Ethiopians fell even to utter 
destruction, for the Lord slew them, and His army fought 
against them, and they were destroyed. And they took abun- 
dance of spoils, and they took all the cities round about Gerara: 
for-a great fear was come upon all men : and they pillaged the 
cities, and carried off mucn booty. And they destroyed the 
sheep-cotes, and took an infinite number of cattle and of 
camels, and returned to Jerusalem. 

He takes away the Idols.— And the Spirit of God came 2 Par. xv. 
upon Azarias the son of Oded, and he went out to meet Asa, 1-19« 
and said to him : Hear ye me, Asa, and all Juda and Benjamin : 
The Lord is with you, because you have been with Him. If 
you seek Him, you shall find : but if you forsake Him, He will 
forsake you. And many days shall pass in Israel* without the 
true God, and without a priest a teacher, and without the law. 
And when in their distress they shall return to the Lord the 
God of Israel, and shall seek Him, they shall find Him. At 
that time there shall be no peace to him that goeth out and 
Cometh in, but tensors on every side among all the inhabitants 
of the earth. For nation shall fight against nation, and city 
against city, for the Lord will trouble them with all distress. 
Do you therefore take courage, and let not your hands be 
weakened : for there shall be a reward for your work. 

And when Asa had heard the words, and the prophecy of 
Azarias the son of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and took 
away the idols out of all the land of Juda, and out of Benjamin, 
and out of the cities of mount Ephraim, which he had taken : 

♦ t,e. in the kingdom of Israel. 
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and he dedicated the altar of the Lord, which was before the 
porch of the Lord. And he gathered together all Juda and Ben- 
jamin, and the strangers with them of Ephraim, and Manasses, 
and Simeon : for many were come over to him out of Israel, 
seeing that the Lord his God was with him. And when they 
were come to Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth 
year of the reign of Asa, they sacrificed to the Lord in that day 
of the spoils and of the prey that they had brought, seven 
hundred oxen, and seven thousand rams. And he went in to 
confirm as usual the covenant, that they should seek the Lord 
the God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their 
soul. And if any one, said he, seek not the Lord the God of 
Israel, let him die, whether little or great, man or woman. And 
they swore to the Lord with a loud voice with joyful shouting, 
and with sound of trumpet, and sound of comets, all that were 
in Juda, with a curse : for with all their heart they swore, and 
with all their will they sought Him, and they found Him : and 
the Lord gave them rest round about. 

Moreover Maacha the mother of king Asa he deposed from 
the royal authority, because she had made in a grove an idol of 
Priapus:* and he entirely destroyed it, and breaking it into 
pieces, burnt it at the torrent Cedron. But high placesf were 
left in Israel : nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all his 
days. And the things which his father had vowed, and he 
himself had vowed, he brought into the house of the Lord, gold 
and silver, and vessels of divers uses. And there was no war 
unto the five and thirtieth year of the kingdom of Asa. 
2 Par. XVI. Asa's League with the Sjrrians. — ^And in the six and 
*'^** thirtieth year of his kingdom, Baasaf the king of Israel came 
up against Juda, and built a wall about Eama, that no one 
might safely go out or come in of the kingdom of Asa. Then 
Asa brought out silver and gold, out of the treasures of the 
house of the Lord, and of the king's treasures, and sent to 

* An impure idol. 

f The high places. There were exceha or high places of two diif erent kinds. 
Some were set up, and dedicated to the worship of idols, or strange gods : and 
these Asa removed, 2 Paralipom. xiv. 2; others were only altars of the true 
God, but were erected contrary to the law, which allowed of no sacrifices but 
in the temple ; and these were not removed by Asa. — Pen'fect with the Lord, 
Asa had his faults, but never forsook the worship of the Lord. Douay Bible. 

t The six and thirty years are dated from the establishment of Juda as a 
separate kingdom. Baasa succeeded Nadab^ the son of Jeroboam, and utterly 
destroyed every one of Jeroboam's house. To Baasa succeeded Eloj and to him 
Zambrij who slew Ela when he was drunk. Zambri only reigned seven days, 
for the army set up Ami^i, Amri reigned twelve years. It was he who built 
Samaria, calling it after the name (Senior) of the former owner of the hill on 
I which it stood. On bis death, Achab succeeded him, two or three years b^oxe 

f the death of Asa, 
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Benadad king of Syria, who dwelt in Damascus, saying : There 
is a league between me and thee, as there was between my 
father and thy father, wherefore I have sent thee silver and 
gold, that thou mayst break thy league with Baasa king of 
Israel, and make him depart from me. And when Benadad 
heard this, he sent the captains of his armies against the cities 
of Israel : and they took Ahion, and Dan, and Abelmaim, and 
all the walled cities of Nephthali. And when Baasa heard of 
it, he left off the building of Eama, and interrupted his work. 
Then king Asa took all Juda, and they carried away from Eama 
the stones and the timber that Baasa had prepared for the 
building : and he built with them Gabaa and Maspha. 

At that time Hanani the prophet came to Asa king of Juda, 
and said to him : Because thou hast had confidence in the king 
of Syria, and not in the Lord thy God, therefore hath the army 
of the king of Syria escaped out of thy hand. Were not the 
Ethiopians and the Libyans much more numerous in chariots, 
and horsemen, and an exceeding great multitude : yet because 
thou trustedst in the Lord, He delivered them into thy hand ? 
For the eyes of the Lord behold all the earth, and give strength 
to those who with a perfect heart trust in Him. Wherefore 
thou hast done foolishly, and for this cause from this time wars 
shall arise against thee. 

And Asa was angry with the seer, and commanded him to 
be put in prison : for he was greatly enraged because of this 
thing : and he put to death many of the people at that time. 
But the works of Asa the first and last are written in the book 
of the kings of Juda and Israel. 

And Asa fell sick in the nine and thirtieth year of his reign, 
of a most violent pain in his feet, and yet in his illness he did 
not seek the Lord, but rather trusted in the skill of physicians. 
And he slept with his fathers: and he died in the one and 
fortieth year of his reign. And they buried him in his own 
sepulchre, which he had made for himself in the city of David : 
and they laid him on his bed full of spices and odoriferous 
ointments, which were made by the art of the perfumers, and 
they burnt them over him with very great pomp. 

SECT,LXXIX, JOSAPffAT'a GOOD REIQN. ACHAB KING OF ISRAEL. ELIA8 

BEGINS TO PB.OPHESY, 

Josaphat. — And Josaphat his son reigned in his stead, and 2 Par. 
grew strong against Israel. And he placed num- ■« « ma ^^^'* ^''^^' 
hers of soldiers in all the fortified cities of Juda. * * 
And he put garrisons in the land of Juda, and in the cities ot 
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Ephraim, wliich Asa liis father had takeu. And the Lord was 
with Josaphat because he walked in the first ways of David his 
father : and trusted not in Baalim, but in the God of his father, 
and walked in His commandments, and not according to the 
sins of Israel. And the Lord established the kingdom in his 
hand, and all Juda brought presents to Josaphat, and he ac- 
quired immense riches and much glory. And when his heart 
had taken courage for the ways of the Lord, he took away also 
the high places and the groves out of Juda. 

And in the third year of his reign he sent of his princes 
Bcnhail, and Abdias, and Zacharias, and Nathanael, and 
Micheas, to teach in the cities of Juda : and with them the 
Levites, Semeias, and Nathanias, and Zabadias, and Asael, and 
Semiramoth, and Jonathan, and Adonias, and Tobias, and 
Thobadonias, Levites, and with them Elisama and Joram, priests. 
And they taught the people in Juda, having with them the 
book of the law of the Lord : and they went about all tlie 
cities of Juda, and instructed the people. 

And the fear of the Lord came upon all the kingdoms of 
the lands that were round about Juda, and they durst not make 
war against Josaphat. The Philistines also brought presents to 
Josaphat, and tribute in silver; and the Arabians brought him 
cattle, seven thousand seven hundred rams, and as many he- 
goats. And Josaphat grew, and became exceeding great : and 
he built in Juda houses like towers, and walled cities. And he 
prepared many works in the cities of Juda : and he had warriors 
and valiant men in Jerusalem. 
8 Kings Achab. — Now Achab the son of Amri reigned over Israel in 
vru 29-84. the eight and thirtieth year of Asa king of Juda. And AchaL 
the son of Amri reigned over Israel in Samaria two and twenty 
years. And Achab the son of Amri did evil in the sight of 
the Lord above all that were before him. Nor was it enough 
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nabat : 
but he also took to wife Jezabel daughter of Ethbaal king of 
the Sidonians. And he went and served £aal, and adored 
him. And he set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal, 
which he had built in Samaria, and he planted a grove : and 
Achab did more to provoke the Lord the God of Israel than all 
the kings of Israel that were before him. 

In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho : in Abiram his 
first-bom he laid its foundations, and in his youngest fon 
Segub he set up the gates thereof: according to the word of tlit> 
pord, which He spoke in the hand of Josue the son of Nun.* 

* Sea Section xlvii. 
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Elias the Prophet.— And Elias the Thesbite of the in- 3 Kings 
labitants of Galaad said to Achab : As the Lord liveth, the God ^^'"' ^'^^ 
►f Israel, in whose sight I stand, there shall not be dew nor 
ain these years, bnt according to the words of my mouth.* 

And the word of the Lord came to him, saying : Get thee 
lence, and go towards the east, and hide thyself by the torrent 
)f Carith, which is over-against the Jordan. And there thou 
halt drink of the torrent ; and I have commanded the ravens 
o feed thee there. So he went, and did according to the 
vord of the Lord : and going, he dwelt by the torrent Carith, 
vhicli is over-against the Jordan. And the ravens brought him 
jread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the 
ivening, and he drank of the torrent. But after some time the 
orrent was dried up, for it had not rained upon tlie earth. 
["hen the word of the Lord came to him, saying : Arise, and go 
o Sarephta of the Sidonians, and dwell there : for I have com- 
nanded a widow woman there to feed thee. 

He arose, and went to Sarephta. And when he was come 
o the gate of the city, he saw the widow woman gathering 
;ticks, and he called her, and said to her : Give me a little 
vater in a vessel, that I may drink. And when she was going 
.0 fetch it he called after her, saying : Bring me also, I beseech 
hee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. And she answered : As 
he Lord thy God liveth, I have no bread, but only a handful 
)f meal in a pot, and a little oil in a cruse : behold I am gather- 
ng two sticks, that I may go in and dress it, for me and my 
ion, that we may eat it, and die. And Elias said to her : 
j'ear not, but go and do as thou hast said : but first make for 
ne of the same meal a little hearth-cake, and bring it me, and 
ifter make for thyself and thy son. For thus saith the Lord 
.he God of Israel : The pot of meal shall not waste, nor the 
jruse of oil be diminished, until the day wherein the Lord will 
jive rain upon the face of the earth. She went and did accord- 
ng to the word of Elias : and he ate, and she, and her house : 
md from that day the pot of meal wasted not, and the cruse of 
)il was not diminished, according to the word of the Lord, 
vhich He spoke by the hand of Elias. 

And it came to pass after this, that the son of the woman, 
he mistress of the house, fell sick, and the sickness was very 
jrievous, so that there was no breath left in him. And she 
aid to Elias : What have I to do with thee, thou man of God ? 

* This was said after prayer to God. St. James in his Epistle (chap, v.) 
ayf : JSlias prayed that it might not rain upon the earthy and it rained notjor 
hree years and six months. Elias is by others called Elijab* 
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art thou come to me that my iniquities should be rememl>ete(l, 
and that thou shouldst kill my son 1 And Elias said to hex : 
Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and 
carried him into the upper chamber where he abode, and laid 
him upon his own bed. And he cried to the Lord, and said : 

Lord my God, hast Thou afflicted also the widow, with whom 

1 am after a sort maintained, so as to kill her son? And 
he stretched and measured himself upon the child three times, 
and cried to the Lord, and said : O Lord my God, let the soul 
of this child, I beseech Thee, return into his body. And the 
Lord heard the voice of Elias, and the soul of the child returned 
into him, and he revived. And Elias took the child, and 
brought him down from the upper chamber to the house below, 
and delivered him to his mother, and said to her : Behold thy 
son liveth. And the woman said to Elias: Now, by this I know 
that thou art a man of God, and the word of the Lord in thy 
mouth is true. 

SECT. LXXX, ELIA^ SACRIFICE OX MOUNT CARMEL, HIS DESTRUCTION 

OF THE PROPHETS OF BAAL, 

3 Kings Elias and Achab. — After many days the word of the Lord 

xviii. 1-46. (.^me to Elias, in the third year, saying : Go, and show thyself 

to Achab, that I may give rain upon the face of the earth. 

And Elias went to show himself to Achab, and there was a 

grievous famine in Samaria. 

And Achab called Abdias the governor of his house. (Now 
Abdias feared the Lord very much. For when Jezabel killed 
the prophets of the Lord, he took a hundred prophets, and hid 
them by fifty and fifty in caves, and fed them with bread and 
water.) And Achab said to Abdias : Go into the land unto aU 
fountains of waters, and into all valleys, to see if we can find 
gi^ass, and save the horses and mules, that the beasts may not 
utterly perish. And they divided the countries between them, 
that they might go round about them : Achab went one way, 
and Abdias another way by himself. 

And as Abdias was in the way, Elias met him : and he 

knew him, and fell on his face, and said : Art thou my lord 

Elias ? And he answered ; I am. Go and tell thy master : 

Elias is here. And he said : What have I sinned, that thou 

wouldst deliver me thy servant into the hand of Achab, that 

he should kill me ? As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no 

. nation or kingdom whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: 

k and when all answered : He is not here, he took an oath of 

W ereiy kingdom and nation, because thou wast not found. And 
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uow thoa sayest to me : Go, and tell thy master : Elias is here. 
And when I am gone from thee, the Spirit of the Lord will 
carry thee into a place that I know not : and I shall go in and 
tell Achah, and he not finding thee, will kill me ; but thy ser- 
vant feareth the Lord from his infancy. Hath it not been told 
thee, my lord, what I did when Jezabel killed the prophets of 
the Lord, how I hid a hundred men of the prophets of the 
Ix)rd, by fifty and fifty in caves, and fed them with bread and 
water 1 And now thou sayest r Go, and tell thy master : Elias 
is here, that he may kill me. And Elias said : As the Lord 
of hosts liveth, before whose face I stand, this day I will show 
myself unto him. 

Abdias therefore went to meet Achab, and told him : 
and Achab came to meet Elias. And when he had seen him, 
he said : Art thou he that troublest Israel ? And he said : I 
have not troubled Israel, but thou and thy father's house, 
who have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and have 
followed Baalim. Nevertheless send now, and gather unto mo 
all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four 
bundled and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, 
who eat at Jezabol's table. Achab sent to all the children of 
Israel, and gathered together the prophets unto mount Carmel. 

Elias and the Prophets of Baal. — And Elias coming to all 
the people, said : How long do you halt between two sides 1 if 
the Lord be God, follow Uim : but if Baal, then follow him. 
And the people did not answer him a word. And Elias said 
again to the people : I only remain a prophet of the Lord, but 
the prophets of Baal are four hundred and fifty men. Let two 
bullocks be given us, and let them choose one bullock for them- 
selves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it upon wood, but put no 
fire under : and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on 
wood, and put no fire under it. Call ye on the names of your 
gods, and I will call on the name of my Lord : and the God 
tliat shall answer by fire, let him be God. And all the people 
answering, said : A very good proposal. 

Then Elias said to the prophets of Baal : Choose you one 
bullock and dress it first, because you are many : and call on 
the names of your gods, but put no fire under. And they took 
the bullock which he gave them, and dressed it : and tlioy 
called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, saying : 
Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that an- 
swered : and they leaped over the altar that they had made. 
And when it was now noon, Elias jested at them, saying : Cry 
with a louder voice, for he is a god, and perhaps he is talkin^^ 
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or is in an inn, or on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep, and 
must be awaked. So they cried with a loud voice, and cut 
themselves after their manner with knives and lancets till they 
were all covered with blood. 

And after mid- day was past, and while they were prophesy- 
ing,* the time was come of offering sacrifice, and there was no 
voice heard, nor did any one answer, nor regard them as they 
prayed, Elias said to all the people : Come ye unto me. And 
the people coming near unto him, he repaired the altar of the 
Lord that was broken down : and he took twelve stones, ac- 
cording to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to 
whom the word of the Lord came, saying : Israel shall be thy 
name, and he built with the stones an altar to the name of the 
Lord : and he made a trench for water, of the breadth of two 
furrows, round about the altar. And he laid the wood in order, 
and cut the bullock in pieces, ^d laid it upon the wood, and 
he said : Fill four buckets with water, and pour it upon the 
burnt-ofiering, and upon the wood. And again he said : Do the 
same a second time. And when they had done it the second 
time, he said : Do the same also the third time. And they did 
so the third time. And the water run round about the altar, 
and the trench was filled with water. 

And when it was now time to offer the holocaust, Elias the 
prophet came near and said: Lord God of Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Israel, show this day that Thou art the God of Israel, and I 
Thy servant, and that according to Tliy commandment I have done 
all these things. Hear me, Lord, hear me, that this people 
may learn that Thou art the Lord God, and that Thou hast 
turned their heart again. Then the fire of the Lord fell, and 
consumed the holocaust, and the wood, and the stones, and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when 
all the people saw this, they fell on their faces, and they said : 
The Lord He is God, the Lord He is God. And Elias said to 
them; Take tho prophets of Baal, and let not one of them 
escape. And when they had taken them, Elias brought them 
down to tho torrent Cison,t and killed them there. 

And Elias said to Achab : Go up, eat, and dxwk ; for there 
is a sound of abundance of rain. Achab went up to eat and 
drink : and Elias went up to the top of Carmel, and casting 
himself down upon the earth put his face between his knees :} 
and he said to his servant : Go up, and look toward the sea. 
And he went up, and looked, and said : There is nothing. And 

♦ Their frantic cries and gestures may be ^mderstood by prophesying; 
SexBJCK, f Or Kishon. % This was an attitude of earnest prayer^ 
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again he said to him : Eeturn seven times. And at tlic seventh 
time, behold a little cloud arose out of the sea like a man's 
foot. And he said : Go up and say to Achab : Prepare thy 
chariot, and go down, lest the rain prevent thee. And while he 
turned himself this way and that way, behold the heavens grew 
dark with clouds and wind, and there fell a great rain. And 
Achab getting up went away to Jezrahel : and the hand of the 
Lord was upon Elias, and he girded up his loins and ran before 
Achab, till he came to Jezrahel. 

Elias at Mount Horeb. — ^And Achab told Jezabel all that 3 Kings 
Elias had done, and how he had slain all the prophets with the ^'^* ^~^^* 
sword. And Jezabel sent a messenger to Elias, saying : Such 
and such things may the gods do to me, and add still more, if 
by this hour to-morrow I make not thy life as the life of one of 
them. 

Then Elias was afraid, and rising up he went whitherso- 
ever he had a mind : and he came to Bersabee of Juda, and left 
his servant there, and he went forward one day's journey into the 
desert. And when he. was there, and sat under a juniper-tree, 
he requested for his soul that he might die, and said : It is 
enough for me. Lord, take away my soul : for I am no better 
than my fathers. 

And he cast himself down, and slept in the shadow of the 
juniper-tree : and behold an angel of the Lord touched him, 
and said to him: Arise and eat. He looked, and behold there 
was at his head a hearth-cake, and a vessel of water, and he ate 
and drank, and he fell asleep again. And the angel of the Lord 
came again the second time, and touched him, and said to him : 
Arise, eat : for thou hast yet a great way to go. And he arose, 
and ate, and drank, and walked in the strength of that food forty 
days and forty nights, unto the mount of God, Horeb.* 

And when he was come thither, he abode in a cave : and 
behold the word of the Lord came unto him, and he said to him : 
What doest thou here, Elias ? And he answered : With zeal have 
I been zealous for the Lord Grod of hosts : for the children of 
Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, they have thrown down Thy 
altars, they have slain Thy prophets "with the sword, and I alone 
am left, and they seek my life to take it away. And he said to 
him : Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord : and 
heboid the Lord passeth, and a great and strong wind before the 
Lord overthrowing the mountains, and breaking the rocks in 
pieces ; the Lord is not in the wind, and after the wind an earth- 

* This food miraculously famished to him to strengthen him forhis jonmey 
is justly reg;ar4^ as a type of the Holy Eucharist; KENKiciU 
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quake : the Lord is not ia the earthquake ; and after the earth- 
quake a fire : the Lord is not in the fire ; and after the fire a 
whistling of a gentle air. And when Elias heard it, he covered 
his face with his mantle, and coming forth stood in the entering 
in of the cave, and hehold a voice unto him saying : What doest 
thou here, Elias 1 And he answered : With zeal have I been 
zealous for the Lord God of hosts : because the children of Israel 
have forsaken Thy covenant : they have destroyed Thy altars, 
they have slain Thy prophets with the sword, and I alone am 
left, and they seek my life to take it away. 

And the Lord said to him : Go, and return on thy way 
through the desert to Damascus : and when thou art come tlaither, 
thou shalt anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. And thou shalt 
anoint Jehu the son of Namsi to be king over Israel : and Eli- 
seus the son of Saphat, of Abelmeula, thou shalt anoint to be 
prophet in thy room. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall escape the sword of Hazael shall be slain by Jehu : and 
whosoever shall escape the sword of Jehu shall be slain by Eli- 
seus.* And I have left Me seven thousand men in Israel, whose 
knees have not been bowed before Baal, and every month that 
hath not worshipped him kissing the hands. 

Call of Eliseus. — And Elias departing from thence, found 
Eliseus the son of Saphat ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen : 
and he was one of them that were ploughing with twelve yoke of 
oxen : and when Elias came up to him, he cast his mantle upon him. 
And he forthwith left the oxen, and ran after Elias, and said : 
Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I 
will follow thee. And he said to him : Go, and return back : 
for that which was my part I have done to thee. And returning 
back from him, he took a yoke of oxen, and killed them, and 
boiled the flesh with the plough of the oxen, and gave to the 
people, and they ate : and rising up he went away, and followed 
Elias, and ministered to him. 

SECT, LXXXf. NABOTH IS FALSELY ACCUSED AND PUT TO BEATS BY 
JEZABEL, GOD'S JUDGMENT ON ACHAB AND HIS HOUSE, 

^ ^^ Achab and Naboth. — And after these thing8,t Naboth the 

* Eliseus did not kill any of the idolaters with the material sword ; but he 
is here joined with Hazael and Jehu, the great instruments of God in punishiog 
the idolatry of Israel, because he foretold to the former his exaltation to the 
kingdom of Syria, and the vengeance he would execute against Israel^ and 
anointed the latter by one of his disciples to be king of Israel, with commission 
to extirpate the house of Achab. Douat Bible. 

+ The things referred to are the battles fought two years running betweea 
Achah and Benadad king of Syria, in which the Syrians were defeated with 
qreat slaughter. 
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Jezrahelite, who was in Jezrahel, had at that time a vineyard 
near the palace of Achab king of Samaria. And Achab spoke 
to l^aboth, saying : Give me thy vineyard, that I may make me 
a garden of herbs, because it is nigh, and joining to my house, 
and I will give thee for it a better vineyard : or if thou think it 
more convenient for thee, I will give thee the worth of it in 
money. Naboth answered him : The Lord be merciful to me, 
and not let me give thee the inheritance of my fathers. 

And Achab came into his house angry and fretting, because 
of the word that Naboth the Jezrahelite had spoken to him, say- 
ing : I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And 
casting himself upon his bed, he turned away his face to the wall, 
and would eat no bread. And Jezabel his wife went in to him, 
and said to him : What is the matter that thy soul is so grieved] 
and why eatest thou no bread 1 And he answered her : I spoke 
to Naboth the Jezrahelite, and said to him : Give me thy vine- 
yard, and take money for it : or if it please thee, I will give thee 
a better vineyard for it. And he said : I will not give thee my 
vineyard. Then Jezabel his wife said to him : Thou art of great 
authority indeed, and govemest well the kingdom of Israel. 
Arise, and eat bread, and be of good cheer : I will give thee the 
vineyard of Naboth the Jezrahelite. 

So she wrote letters in Achab's name, and sealed them with 
his ring, and sent them to the ancients, and the chief men that 
were in his city, and that dwelt with Naboth. And this was the 
tenor of the letters : Proclaim a fast, and make Kaboth sit among 
the chief of the people, and suborn two men, sons of Belial, 
against him, and let them bear false witness : that he hath blas- 
phemed God and the king : and then carry him out, and stone 
him, and so let him die. And the men of his city, the ancients 
and nobles that dwelt with him in the city, did as Jezabel had 
commanded them, and as it was written in the letters which she 
had sent to them : they proclaimed a fast, and made Nabotli sit 
among the chief of the people. And bringing two men, sons of 
Belial,* they made them sit against him : and they, like men of 
Belial, bore witness against him before the people, saying : Ka- 
both hath blasphemed God and the king : wherefore they brought 
him forth without the city, and stoned him to death. And they 
sent to Jezabel, saying : Naboth is stoned, and is dead. 

And it came to pass when Jezabel heard that Kaboth was 
stoned, and dead, that she said to Achab : Arise, and take 
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezrahelite, who would 
not agree with thee, and give it to tbee for money : for Nabotli 

* ?>, wicked men. 
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is not alive, but dead. And when Achab heard this, to wit, that 
^N'aboth was dead, he arose, and went down into the vineyard of 
Xaboth the Jezrahelite, to take possession of it. 

God's Judgment on Achab. — And the word of the Lord 
came to Elias the Thesbite, saying : Arise, and go down to meet 
Achab king of Israel, who is in Samaria : behold he is going down 
to the vineyard of Naboth, to take possession of it. And thou 
shalt speak to him, saying : Thus saith the Lord : Thou hast 
slain, moreover also thou hast taken possession. And after these 
words thou shalt add : Thus saith the Lord : In this place, 
wherein the dogs have licked the blood of Xaboth, they shall 
lick thy blood also. 

And Achab said to Elias : Hast thou found me thy enemy ? 
He said : I have found thee, because thou art sold to do evil 
in the sight of the Lord. Behold I will bring evil upon 
thee, and I will cut down thy posterity, and I will kill of Achab 
oven a dog, and him that is shut up, and the last in Israel.**' 
And I will make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son 
of Nabat, and like the house of Baasa the son of Ahias, for 
what thou hast done to provoke Me to anger, and for making 
Israel to sin. And of Jezabel also the Lord spoke, saying : The 
dogs shall eat Jezabel in the field of Jezrahel. If Achab die in 
the city, the dogs shall eat him : but if he die in the field, the 
birds of the air shall eat him. Now there was not such another 
as Achab, who was sold to do evil in the sight of the Lord : for 
his wife Jezabel set him on, and he became abominable, inso- 
much that he followed the idols which the Amorrhites had made, 
whom the Lord destroyed before the face of the children of Israel. 

And when Achab had heard these words, he rent his gar- 
ments, and put hair- cloth upon his flesh, and fasted and slept 
in sackcloth, and walked with his head cast down. 

And the word of the Lord came to Elias the Thesbite, 
saying : Hast thou not seen Achab humbled before Me 1 there- 
fore, because he hath humbled himself for My sake, I will not 
bring the evil in his days, but in his son's days will I bring the 
evil upon his house, 

SECT. LXXXlh JOSAPHAT JOINS ACHAB IN AN EXPEDITION ACfAINST 
RAMOTU GALAAD. ACHAB IS SLAIN THERE, 

zviniu Josaphat and Achab. — Now Josaphat was rich and very 
* glorious, and was joined by affinity to Achab. And he went 
down to him after some years to Samaria : and Achab at his 

* That is, the last survivors. 
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coming killed sheep and oxen in abundance for liim and tlie 
people that came with him : and he persuaded him to go up to 
Eamoth Galaad.* And Achab king of Israel said to Josaphat 
king of Juda: Come with me to Ramoth Galaad. And he 
answered him : Thou art as I am, and my people as thy people, 
and we will be with thee in the war. 

And Josaphat said to the king of Israel : Inquire, I beseech 
thee, at present the word of the Lord. So the king of Israel 
gathered together of the prophets four hundred men, and he 
said to them : Shall we go to Eamoth Galaad to fight, or shall 
we forbear] But they said: Go up, and God will deliver it 
into the king's hand. And Josaphat said : Is* there not here a 
prophet of the Lord, that we may inquire also of him 1 And 
the king of Israel said to Josaphat : There is one man, of whom 
we may ask the will of the Lord : but I hate him, for he never 
prophesieth good to me, but always evil : and it is Micheas the 
son of Jemla. And Josaphat said : Speak not thus, king. 
And the king of Israel called one of the eunuchs, and said to 
him : Call quickly Micheas the son of Jemla. f 

Kow the king of Israel, and Josaphat king of Juda, both 
sat on their thrones, clothed in royal robes, and they sab in the 
open court by the gate of Samaria, and all the prophets pro- 
phesied before them. 

And Sedecias the son of Chanaana made him horns of iron, 
and said : Thus saith the Lord : With these shalt thou push 
Syria, till thou destroy it. And all the prophets prophesied in 
like manner, and said : Go up to Eamoth Galaad, and thou 
shalt prosper, and the Lord will deliver them into the king's 
hand. And the messenger that went to call Micheas said to 
him : Behold the words of all the prophets with one mouth 
declare good to the king : I beseech thee therefore let not thy 
word disagree with them, and speak thou also good success. 
And Micheas answered him : As the Lord liveth, whatsoever 
my God shall say to me, that will I speak. 

So he came to the king : and the king said to him : Micheas, 
shall we go to Eamoth Galaad to fight, or forbear? And he 
answered him : Go up, for all shall succeed prosperously,;]: and 

* Ramoth Galaad was a city in the tribe of Gad, on the east side of the 
Jordan. 

t Tbis is not the same as the Micheas who is reckoned as one of the twelve 
minor prophets. 

X liiis was spoken ironically, and by way of jesting at the flattering speeches 
of the false prophets : and so the king understood it, as appears by his adjuring 
Micheas, in the following verse, to tell him the truth, in the name of the Lord. 

DOUAT BlBUB» 
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tlie enemies shall be delivered into your hands. And the kinp; 
said : I adjure thee again and again to say nothing but the truth 
to me, in the name of the Lord. 

Then he said : I saw all Israel scattered in the mountains, 
like sheep without a shepherd : and the Lord said : These have 
no masters : let every man return to his own house in peace. 

And the king of Israel said to Josaphat: Did I not tell 
thee that this man would not prophesy me any good, but evil 1 

Then he said : Hear ye therefore the word of the Lord : I 
saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and all the army of heaven 
standing by Him on the right hand and on the left. And the 
Lord said : Who shall deceive Achab king of Israel, that he 
may go up and fall in Kamoth Galaad 1 And when one spoke 
in this manner, and another otherwise, there came forth a 
spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said : I will deceive him. 
And the Lord said to him : By what means wilt thou deceive 
him 1 And he answered : I will go out, and be a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all his prophets. And the Lord said : Thou 
shalt deceive, and shall prevail : go out, and do so.* Now 
therefore behold the Lord hath put a spirit of lying in the 
mouth of all thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil 
against thee. 

And Sedecias the son of Chanaana came, and struck Micheas 
on the cheek and said : Which way went the spirit of the Lord 
from me, to speak to thee 1 And Micheas said : Thou thyself 
shalt see in that day, when thou shalt go in from chamber to 
chamber, to hide thyself. 

And the king of Israel commanded, saying : Take Micheas, 
and carry him to Anion the governor of the city, and to Joas 
the son of Amelech, and say : Thus saith the king : Put this 
fellow in prison, and give him bread of affliction and water of 
distress, till I return in peace. And Micheas said : If thou 
return in peace, the Lord hath not spoken by me. And he 
said : Hear, all ye people. 

So the king of Israel and Josaphat king of Juda went up to 
Eamoth Galaad. And the king of Israel said to Josaphat : I 
will change my dress, and so I will go to the battle, but put 
thou on thy own garments. And the king of Israel having 
changed his dress went to the battle. Now the king of Syria 
had commanded the captains of his cavalry, saying : Fight ye 

♦ This may be regarded as a vision or parable. The representation passed 

before the mind of the prophet so as to enable him to give a strong impression 

of the falsehood which was in the lips of Achab's prophets. In the next verse 

God is represented as if He ordained their sin, when Uc only in a just judgment 

permitted it t/o be committed, SouiRioK. 
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not "with small or great, but with tlie king of Israel only. So, 
"when the captains of the cavalry saw Josaphat, they said : This 
is the king of Israel. And they surrounded him to attack him : 
but he cried to the Lord, and He helped him, and turned them 
away from him. For when the captains of the cavaby saw 
that he was not the king of Israel, they left him. 

Death of Achab. — And it happened that one of the people 
shot an arrow at a venture, and struck the king of Israel 
between the lungs and the stomach, and he said to his chariot- 
man : Turn thy hand, and carry me out of the battle, for I am 
wounded. And the fight was ended that day : but the king of 
Israel stood in his chariot against the Syrians until the evening, 
and died at the sunset. And the blood ran out of the wound 3 Kin«^ 
into the midst of the chariot. And the herald proclaimed xxii.35-40. 
through all the army before the sun set, saying : Let every man 
return to his own city and to his own country. And the king 
died, and was carried into Samaria, and they buried the king 
in Samaria. And they washed his chariot in the pool of 
Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood : and they washed the 
reins, according to the word of the Lord which He had spoken. 

But the rest of the acts of Achab, and all that he did, and 
the house of ivory that he made, and all the .cities that he built, 
are they not written in the book of the words of the days of 
the kings of Israeli So Achab slept with his fathers, and 
Ochozias his son reigned in his stead. 

And Josaphat king of Juda returned to his house in peace to 2 Par. xix, 
Jerusalem. And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer met him, and ^-^' 
said to him : Thou helpest the ungodly, and thou art joined in 
friendship with them that hate the Lord, and therefore thou 
didst deserve indeed the wrath of the Lord. But good works 
are found in thee, because thou has taken aAvay the groves out 
of the land of Juda, and hast prepared thy heart to seek the 
Lord the God of thy fathers. 

SECT. LXXXni. JOSAPHAT APPOINTS JUDGES. UE IB DELIVERED FROM 

HIS ENEMIES, DEATH OF OCHOZIAS. 

Josaphat appoints Judges. — And Josaphat dwelt at Jem- 2 Par. xix. 
salem : and he went out again to the people from Bersabce to 4-9. 
mount Ephraim, and brought them back to the Lord the God 
of their fathers. And he set judges of the land in all tlie 
fenced cities of Juda, in every place. And charging the judges, 
he said : Take heed Avhat you do : for you exercise not the 
judgment of man, but of the Lord : and whatsoever you judge, 
it shall redound to you. Let the fear of the Loid "b^ m\.\i^Q>\^ 
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and do all tilings with diligence : for there is no iniquity with 
the Lord our God, nor respect of persons, nor desire of gifts. 
In Jerusalem also Josaphat appointed Levites, and priests and 
chiefs of the families of Israel, to judge the judgment and the 
cause of the Lord for the inhabitants thereof. And he charged 
them, saying : Thus shall you do in the fear of the Lord faith- 
fully, and with a perfect heart. 
2 Par. XX- He Is delivered from his Enemies. — After this the children 
^'^^' of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them of the 
Ammonites, were gathered together to fight against Josaphat, 
And there came messengers, and told Josaphat, saying : There 
Cometh a great multitude against thee from beyond the sea, and 
out of Syria, and behold they are in Asasonthamar, which is 
Engaddi. And Josaphat being seized with fear betook himself 
wholly to pray to the Lord, and he proclaimed a fast for all 
Juda. And Juda gathered themselves together to pray to the 
Lord : and all came out of their cities to make supplication to 
Him. 

And Josaphat stood in the midst of the assembly of Juda 
and Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord before the new court, 
and said : Lord God of our fathers, Thou art God in heaven, 
and rulest over all ,the kingdoms and nations : in Thy hand is 
strength and power, and no one can resist Thee. Didst not 
Thou our. God kill all the inhabitants of this land before Thy 
people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham Thy friend 
for ever ? And they dwelt in it, and built in it a sanctuary to 
Thy name, saying : If evils fall upon us, the sword of judgment, 
or pestilence, or famine, we will stand in Thy presence before 
this house, in which Thy name is called upon : and we will cry 
to Thee in our afflictions, and Thou wilt hear, and save us. 
Now therefore behold the children of Ammon, and of Moab, 
and mount Seir, through whose lands Thou didst not allow 
Israel to pass when they came out of Egypt, but they turned 
aside from them, and slew them not, -do the contrary, and 
endeavour to cast us out of the possession which Thou hast 
delivered to us. our God, wilt not Thou then judge them ? 
As for us we have not strength enough to be able to resist this 
multitude, which cometh violently upon us. But as we know 
not what to do, we can only turn our eyes to Thee. 

And all Juda stood before the Lord with their little ones, 

and their wives, and their children. And Jahaziel the son 

of Zacharias, the son of Banaias, the son of Jehiel, the son of 

Mathanias, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, was there, upon 

^722 the Spirit of the Lord came in the midst of the multi- 
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tude, and he said : Attend ye, all Juda, and you that dwell in 
Jerusalem, and thou, king Josaphat : Thus saith the Lord to 
you : Fear ye not, and be not dismayed at this multitude : for 
the battle is not yours, but God's, To-morrow you shall go 
down against them : for they will come up by the ascent named 
Sis, and you shall find them at the head of the torrent, which 
is over-against the wilderness of Jeruel. It shall not be you 
that shall fight, but only stand with confidence, and you shall 
see the help of the Lord over you, O Juda and Jerusalem : fear 
ye not, nor be you dismayed : to-morrow you shall go out 
against them, and the Lord will be with you. 

Then Josaphat, and Juda, and all the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem fell flat on the ground before the Lord, and adored Him. 
And the Levites of the sons of Caath and of the sons of Core 
praised the Lord the God of Israel with a loud voice on 
high. 

And they rose early in the morning, and went out through 
the desert of Thecua: and as they were marching, Josaphat 
standing in the midst of them, said : Hear me, ye men of Juda, 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem : believe in the Lord your 
God, and you shall be secure : believe His prophets, and all 
things shall succeed well. And he gave counsel to the people, 
and appointed the singing men of the Lord to praise Him by 
their companies, and to go before the army, and with one voice 
to say : Give glory to the Lord, for His mercy endure th for ever. 
And when they began to sing praises, the Lord turned their 
ambushments upon themselves, that is to say, of the children 
of Ammon, and of Moab, and of mount Seir, who were come 
out to fight against Juda, and they were slain. For the children 
of Ammon and of Moab rose up against the inhabitants of 
mount Seir, to kill and destroy them : and when they had made 
an end of them, they turned also against one another, and de- 
stroyed one another. And when Juda came to the watch tower, 
that looketh toward the desert, they saw afar off all the country, 
for a great space, full of dead bodies, and that no one was left 
that could escape death. 

Then Josaphat came, and all the peoj^le Avith him, to take 
away the spoils of the dead, and they found among the dead 
bodies stuff of various kinds, and garments, and most precious 
vessels : and they took them for themselves, insomuch that they 
could not carry all, nor in three days take away the spoils, the 
booty was so great. And on the fourth day they were assembled 
in the valley of Blessing : for there they blessed the Lord, and 
tlxe^efore they called that place The valley of Blessing ^mtii t.\\\^ 
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day. And every man of Juda and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
returned, and Josaphat at their head, into Jerusalem with great 
joy, because the Lord had made them rejoice over their enemies. 
And they came into Jerusalem with psalteries, and harps, and 
trumpets into the house of the Lord. And the fear of the Lord 
fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands when they heard that 
the Lord had fought against the enemies of Israel. And the 
kingdom of Josaphat was quiet, and God gave him peace round 
about. 
2 Par. XX. After these things Josaphat king of Juda made friendship 
35-3» ^yj[(;ij Ochozias king of Israel, whose works were very wicked. 
And he was partner with him in making ships, to go to Tharsis : 
and they made the ships in Asiongaber.* And Eliezer the son 
of Dodau of Maresa prophesied to Josaphat, saying : Because 
thou hast made a league with Ochozias, the Lord hath destroyed 
thy works, and the ships are broken ; and they could not go to 
Tharsis. 
i Kings I. Illness and Death of Ochozias.— And Ochozias fell through 
2-18* the lattices of his upper chamber which he had in Samaria, and 
was sick : and he sent messengers, saying to them : Go, consult 
Beelzebub the god of Accaron, whether I shall recover of this 
my illness. 

And an angel of the Lord spoke to Elias the Thesbite, 
saying : Arise, and go up to meet the messengers of the king of 
Samaria, and say to them : Is there not a God in Israel, that ye 
go to consult Beelzebub the god of Accaron 1 Wherefore thus 
saith the Lord : From the bed on which thou art gone up thou 
shalt not come down, but thou shalt surely die. And Elias 
went away. 

And the messengers turned back to Ochozias. And he said 
to them : Why are you come back? But they answered him : 
A man met us, and said to us : Go, and return to the king that 
sent you, and you shall say to him : Thus saith the Lord : Is it 
because there was no God in Israel that thou sendest to Beel- 
zebub the god of Accaron? Therefore thou shalt not come 
down from the bed on which thou art gone up, but thou shalt 
surely die. And he said to them : What manner of man was 
he who met you, and spoke these words ? But they said : A 
hairy man, with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he 
said : It is Elias the Thesbite. 

And he sent to him a captain of hfty, and the fifty men that 
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* Though Josaphat accepted the aid of Ochozias in making the ships, yet 
we are told that he declined Ochozias*s proposal to let his sailors take port in 
tjbe vorage, 8 Kings xxii. 
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Were under him. And he went np to him, and as he was sitting 
on the top of a hill, said to him : Man of God, the king hath 
commanded that thou come down. And Elias answering, said 
to the captain of fifty : If I be a man of God, let fire come down 
from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came 
down fire from heaven, and consumed him, and the fifty that 
were with him. 

And again he sent to him another captain of fifty men, and 
liis fifty with him. And he said to him : Man of God, thus 
saith the king: Make haste and come down. Elias answering, 
said : If I he a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, 
and consume thee and thy fifty. And fire came down from 
heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. 

Again he sent a third captain of fifty men, and the fifty that 
were with him. And when he was come, he fell upon his knees 
before Elias, and besought him and said : Man of God, despise 
not my life, and the lives of thy servants that are with me. 
Behold fire came down from heaven, and consumed the two first 
captains of fifty men, and the fifties that were with them : but 
now I beseech thee to spare my life. 

And the angel of the Lord spoke to Elias, saying : Go down 
with him, fear not. He arose therefore, and went down with 
him to the king. And said to him : Thus saith the Lord : 
Because thou hast sent messengers to consult Beelzebub the god 
of Accaron, as though there were not a God in Israel of whom 
thou mightest inquire the word, therefore from the bed on which 
thou art gone up thou shalt not come down, but thou shalt 
surely die. So he died according to the word of the Lord which 
Elias spoke, and Joram his brother reigned in his stead, in the 
second* year of Joram the son of Josaphat king of Juda, 
because he had no son. 

But the rest of the acts of Ochozias which he did, are they 
not written in the book of the words of the days of the kings 
of Israel ? 

SECT. LXXXIV, ELISEVS SUCCEEDS TO THE MANTLE OF ELIAS, HIS 

MIRACLES. 

Elias carried up to Heaven. — And it came to pass, when 4 Kings n. 
the Lord would take up Elias into heaven by a whirlwind, that ^"^^' 
Elias and Eliseus were going from Galgal. And Elias said to 
Eliseus : Stay thou here, because the Lord hath sent me as far 
as Bethel. And Eliseus said to him : As the Lord liveth, and 

* Counted from the time that he was associated to the throne by his fa^er 
Josaphat, 
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as tliy soul liveth, I will not leave tliee. And when tliey were 
come down to Eethel, the sons of the prophets-*' that were at 
Bethel came forth to Eliseus, and said to him : Dost thou know 
that this day the Lord will take away thy master from thee ? 
And he answered : I also know it : hold your peace. 

And Elias said to Eliseus :. Stay here, because the Lord hath 
sent me to Jericho. And he said : As the Lord liveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. • And when they were 
come to Jericho, the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho 
ciuue to Eliseus, and said to him : Dost thou know that this day 
the Lord will take away thy master from thee 1 And he said : 
I also know it : hold your peace. 

And EHas said to him : Stay here, because the Lord hath 
sent me as far as the Jordan. And he said : As the Lord 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they 
two went on together. And fifty men of the sons of the pro- 
phets followed them, and stood in sight at a distance : but they 
two stood by the Jordan. And Elias took his mantle and folded 
it together, and struck the waters, and they were divided hither 
and thither, and they both passed over on dry ground. And 
when they were gone over, Elias said to Eliseus: Ask what 
thou wilt have me to do for thee, before I be taken away from 
thee. And Eliseus said : I beseech thee that in me may be thy 
double spirit. And he answered : Thou hast asked a hard 
thing : nevertheless if thou see me when I am taken from thee, 
thou shalt have what thou hast asked : but if thou see me not, 
thou shalt not have it. 

And as they went on, walking and talking together, behold 
a fiery chariot and fiery horses parted them both asunder ; and 
Elias went up by a whirlwind into heaven. * And Eliseus saw 
him, and cried : My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and 
the driver thereof, f And he saw him no more : and he took 
hold of his own garments, and rent them in two pieces. And 
he took up the mantle of Elias, that fell from him : and going 
back he stood upon the bank of the Jordan, and he struck the 
waters with the mantle of Elias, that had fallen from him, and 
tliey were not divided. And he said : Where is now the God 
of Elias 1 And he struck the waters, and they were divided 
hither and thither, and Eliseui? passed over. 

* That is, the disciples of the prophets ; who seem to have had their schools, 
like colleges or communities, in Bethel, Jericho, and other places in the days of 
Elias and Eliseus. Douay Biule. 

t Eliseus likened Elias to a chariot of war, on which the people depended fo 
defence and success against their enemies. 
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BlisexiS.— -And the sons of the prophets at Jericho, who were 
over- against him, seeing it, said : The spirit of Elias hath rested 
upon Eliseus. And coming to meet him, they worshipped* him, 
falling to the ground. And they said to him : Behold, there 
are with thy servants fifty strong men, that can go and seek 
thy master, lest perhaps the Spirit of the Lord hath taken him 
up and cast him upon some mountain or into some valley. And 
he said : Do not send. But they pressed him, till he consented 
and said : Send. And they sent fifty men ; and they sought 
three days, but found him not. And they came hack to him, 
for he abode at Jericho, and he said to them : Did I not say to 
you : Do not send ? 

And the men of the city said to Eliseus : Behold the situa- 
tion of this city is very good, as thou, my lord, seest : but the 
waters are very bad, and the ground barren. And he said : 
Bring me a new vessel, and put salt into it. And when they 
had brought it, he went out to the spring of the waters, and 
cast the salt into it, and said : Thus saith the Lord : I have 
healed these waters, and there shall be no more in them death 
or barrenness. And the waters were healed unto this day, 
according to the word of Eliseus, which he spoke. 

And he went up from thence to Bethel; and as he was 
going up by the way, little boys came out of the city and 
mocked Mm, saying : Go up, thou bald-head, go up, thou bald- 
head. And looking back, he saw them, and cursed them in the 
name of the Lord : and there came forth two bears out of the 
forest, and tore of them two and forty boys. And from thence 
he went to mount Carmel, and from thence he returned to 
Samaria. 

War against Moab. — ^And Joram the son of Achab reigned 4 Kiuf?* 
over Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth year of Josaphat king ^"* ^'^^ 
ofJuda. And he reigned twelve years. t And he did evil before 
the Lord, but not like his father and his mother : for he took 
away the statues of Baal, which his father had made. Never- 
theless be stuck to the sins of Jeroboam the son of Kabat, who 
made Israel to sin, nor did he depart from them. 

Ngw Mesa king of Moab nourished many sheep, and he 
paid to the king of Israel a hundred thousand lambs, and a hun- 
dred thousand rams with their fleeces. And when Achab was 
dead, be broke the league which he had made with the king of 
IsraeL And king Joram went out that day from Samaria, and 

♦ ISTot, of course^ with divine, but with inferior worship, as one who was 
filled wim the spirit of God. 

t He was the brother of Ochozias (sometimes called Aboziah), the last ktni^ 

X 
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mustered all Israel. And he sent to Josapliat king of Juda, 
saying : The king of Moab is revolted from me, come with me 
against him to battle. And he answered ; I will come up : he 
that is mine, is thine : my people, thy people, and my horses, 
thy horses. And he said : Which way shall we go up ] Eut 
he answered : By the desert of Edom. 

So the king of Israel, and the king of Juda, and the king of 
Edom went, and they made a circuit of seven days* journey, and 
there was no water for the army, and for the beasts that fol- 
lowed them. And the king of Israel said : Alas, alas, alas, the 
Lord hath gathered us three kings together, to deliver us into 
the hands of Moab. 

And Josaphat said : Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, 
that we may beseech the Lord by him ? And one of the servants 
of the king of Israel answered : Here is Eliseus the son of Saphat, 
who poured water on the hands of Elias.* And Josaphat said : 
The word of the Lord is with him. And the king of Israel, and 
Josaphat king of Juda, and the king of Edom went down to him. 
And Eliseus said to the king of Israel : What have I to do with 
thee 1 Go to the prophets of thy father and thy mother. And 
the king of Israel said to him : Why hath the Lord gathered to- 
gether these three kings, to deliver them into the hands of Moab 1 

And Eliseus said to him : As the Lord of hosts liveth, in 
whose sight I stand, if I did not reverence the face of Josaphat 
king of Juda, I would not have hearkened to thee, nor looked 
on thee. But now bring me hither a minstrel. And when the 
minstrel played, the hand of the Lord came upon him, and he 
said : Thus saith the Lord : Make the channel of this torrent 
full of ditches. For thus saith the Lord : You shall not see wind, 
nor rain : and yet this channel shall be filled with waters, and 
you shall drink, you and your families, and your beasts. And 
this is a small thing in the sight of the Lord : moreover He will 
deliver also Moab into your hands. And you shall destroy every 
fenced city, and every choice city, and shall cut down every 
fruitful tree, and shall stop up all the springs of waters, and 
every goodly field you shall cover with stones. 

Miracle of Eliseus. — And it came to pass in the morn- 
ing, when the sacrifices used to be offered, that behold, water 
came by the way of Edom, and the country was filled with 
water. And all the Moabites, hearing that the kings were 
come up to fight against them, gathered together all that 
were girded with a belt upon them, and stood in the bor- 
ders. And they rose early in the morning, and the sun being 

* That is, who attended him as a servant. 
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now up, and sliining upon the "waters, tLe Moabites saw the 
waters over-against them red, like blood. And they said : It 
is the blood of the sword : the kings have fought among them- 
selves, and they have killed one another : go now, Moab, to the 
spoils. And they went into the camp of Israel : but Israel rising 
up defeated Moab, who fled before them. And they being con- 
querors went and smote Moab. And they destroyed the cities : 
and they filled every goodly field, every man casting his stone : 
and they stopt up aU the springs of waters : and cut down all 
the trees that bore firuit, so that brick walls only remained: 
and the city was beset by the slingers, and a great part thereof 
destroyed. 

And when the king of Moab saw this, to wit, that the ene- 
mies had prevailed, he took with him seven hundred men that 
drew the sword, to break in upon the king of Edom : but they 
could not. Then he took his eldest son, that should have reigned 
in his stead, and offered him for a burnt-offering upon the wall : 
and there was great indignation in Israel, and presently they 
departed from Mm, and returned into their own country, 

SECT, LXXXV, FURTHER HISTORY AND MIRACLES OF ELISEUS. 

Joram. — ^And Josaphat slept with his fathers : and was 2 Par. 
buried with them in the city of David : and Joram -n n qqq ^^'" ^"^' 
his son reigned in his stead. ' ' 

And he had brethren the sons of Josaphat, Azarias, and 
Jahiel, and Zacharias, and Azaria, and Michael, and Sapha- 
tias: all these were the sons of Josaphat king of Juda. 
And their father gave them great gifts of silver and of gold, 
and pensions, with strong cities in Juda: but the kingdom 
he gave to Joram, because he was the eldest. So Joram rose 
up over the kingdom of his father : and when he had esta- 
blished himself, he slew all his brethren with the sword, and 
some of the princes of Israel. Joram was two and thirty years 
old when he began to reign : and he reigned eight years in Jeru- 
salem. And he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, as the 
house of Achab had done : for his wife was a daughter of Achab, 
and he did evil in the sight of the Lord. 

Miracles of Eliseus. — Now a certain woman of the wives of 4 Kings 
the prophets cried to Eliseus, saying : Thy servant my husband ^v» i-^** 
is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant was one that feared 
God, and behold the creditor is come to take away my two sons 
to serve him. And Eliseus said to her : What wilt thou have 
me do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in thy house? And 
she answered : I thy handmaid have nothing in my howsQ "hut^ 
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little oil to anoint me. And lie said to her : Go, borrow of all 
thy neighbours empty vessels not a few. And go in, and shut 
thy door, when thou art within, and thy sons: and pour out 
thereof into all those vessels : and when they are full talie them 
away. So the woman went, and shut the door upon her, and 
upon her sons : they brought her the vessels, and she poured in. 
And when the vessels were full, she said to her son : Bring me 
yet a vessel. And he answered : I have no more. And the oil 
stood. And she came and told the man of God. And he said : 
Go, sell the oil, and pay thy creditor : and thou and thy sons, 
live of the rest.* 

And there was a day when Eliseus passed by Sunam: 
now there was a great woman there, who detained him to eat 
bread : and as he passed often that way, he turned into her 
house to eat bread. And she said to her husband : I perceive 
that this is a holy man of God, who often passeth by us. Let 
us therefore make him a little chamber, and put a little bed in it 
for him, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick^ that when 
he cometh to us, he may abide there. 

'Now there was a certain day when he came and turned into 
the chamber, and rested there. And he said to Giezi his ser- 
vant : Call this Sunamitess. And when he had called her, and 
she stood before him, he said to his servant : Say to her : Be- 
hold thou hast diligently served us in all things, what wilt thou 
have me to do for thee ? hast thou any business, and wilt thou 
that I speak to the king, or to the general of the army ? And she 
answered : I dwell in the midst of my own people. And he said : 
What will she then that I do for her ? And Giezi said : Do not 
ask, for she hath no son, and her husband is old. Then he bid 
him call her. And when she was called, and stood before the 
door, he said to her : At this time, and this same hour, next 
year, thou shalt have a son in thy womb. But she answered : 
Do not, I beseech thee, my lord, thou man of God, do not deceive 
thy handmaid. And the woman conceived, and brought forth a 
son in the time, and at the same hour, that Eliseus had said. 

And the child grew. And on a certain day, when he went 
out to his father to the reapers, he said to his father : My head 
acheth, my head acheth. But he said to his servant : Take him, 
and carry him to his mother. And when he had taken him, and 
brought him to his mother, she set him on her knees until noon, 
and then he died. And she went up and laid him upon the bed 
of the man of God, and shut the door : and going out, she called 
her husband, and said : Send with me, I beseech thee, one of thy 

* This and the next miracle were very similar to some of the miracles ol Eliai*. 
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servants, and an ass, tliat I may run to the man of Ood, and come 
igain. And he said to her : Why dost thou go to him 1 to-day 
is neither new moon nor sabbath. She answered : I will go. 
And she saddled an ass, and commanded her servant : Drive, 
md make haste, make no stay in going, and do that which I 
bid thee. 

So she went forward, and came to the man of God to mount 
lHarmel : and when the man of God saw her coming towards, he 
»id to Giezi his servant ; Behold that Sunamitess. Go therefore 
io meet her, and say to her : Is all well with thee, and with thy 
liusband, and with thy son ? And she answered : Well. And 
wh&D. she came to the man of God to the mount, she caught hold 
m his feet : and Giezi came to remove her. And the man of God 
jaid : Let her alone, for her soul is in anguish, and the Lord hath 
liid it from me, and hath not told me. And she said to him : 
Did I ask a son of my lord ? did I not say to thee : Do not de- 
ceive me 1 Then he said to Giezi : Gird up thy loins, and take 
my staff in thy hand, and go. If any man meet thee, salute him 
not : and if any man salute thee, answer him not : and lay my 
staff upon the face of the child. But the mother of the child said : 
ka the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 
Be arose, therefore, and followed her. 

But Giezi was gone before them, and laid the staff upon the 
face of the child, and there was no voice nor sense : and he re- 
burned to meet him, and told him, saying : The child is not risen. 
Eliseus therefore went into the house, and behold the child lay 
lead on his bed : and going in he shut the door upon him, and 
apon the child, and prayed to the Lord. And he went up, and 
lay upon the child : and he put his mouth upon his mouth, and 
bis eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands : and he 
bowed himself upon him, and the child's flesh grew warm. Then 
be returned and walked in the house, once to and fro : and he 
went up, and lay upon him : and the child gaped seven times, 
and 'jpened his eyes. And he called Giezi, and said to him: 
Call this Sunamitess. And she being called went in to him, 
and he said : Take up thy son. She came and fell at his feet, and 
worsliipped upon the ground, and took up her son, and went out. 

And Eliseus returned to Galgal, and there was a famine in 
fche land, and the sons of the prophets dwelt before him. And 
be said to one of his servants : Set on the great pot, and boil 
pottage for the sons of the prophets. And one went out into the 
field to gather wild herbs : and he found something like a wild 
vine, and gathered of it wild gourds of the field, and filled 
bismantle^ and coming back he shred them into \»\i<b ^o\i oi'^oNr 
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tage, for he knew not what it was. And they poured it out lor 
their companions to eat : and when they had tasted of the pot- 
tage, they cried out, saying : Death is in the pot, O man of God. 
And they could not eat thereof. But he said : Bring some meal. 
And when they had brought it, he cast it into the pot, and 
said : Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there 
was now no bitterness in the pot. 

And a certain man came from Baalsahsa, bringing to the 
man of God bread of the first fruits, twenty loaves of barley, 
and new com in his scrip. And he said : Give to the people, 
that they may eat. And his servant answered him : How much 
is this, that I should set it before a hundred men 1 He said 
again : Give to the people, that they may eat : for thus saith the 
Lord : They shall eat, and there shall be left. So he set it 
before them: and they ate, and there was left, according to 
the word of the Lord.* 
4 Kin^ Story of Naaman. — Naaman, general of the army of the king 
XV. - /, ^£ Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable : for by 
him the Lord gave deliverance to Syria, and he was a valiant 
man and rich, but a leper. 

Kow there had gone out bandst from Syria, and had led away 
captive out of the land of Israel a little maid, and she waited upon 
Naaman's wife. And she said to her mistress : I wish my master 
had been with the prophet that is in Samaria : he would cer- 
tainly have healed him of the leprosy which he hath. Then 
Naaman went in to his lord, and told him, saying : Thus and 
thus said the girl from the land of IsraeL And the king of 
SyriaJ said to him : Go, and I will send a letter to the king of 
Israel, And he departed, and took with him ten talents of 
silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of 
raiment, and brought the letter to the king of Israel, in these 
words : When thou shalt receive this letter, know that I have 
sent to thee Naaman my servant, that thou mayst heal him of 
his leprosy. And when the king of Israel§ had read the letter, 
he rent his garments, and said : Am I God, to be able to kill 
and give life, that this man hath sent to me, to heal a man of 
his leprosy 1 mark, and see how he seeketh occasions against me. 
And when Eliseus the man of God had heard this, to wit, that 
the king of Israel had rent his garments, he sent to him, say- 
ing : \Vhy hast thou rent thy garments 1 let him come to me. 
and let him know that there is a prophet in Israel. 

* This miracle prefigared the multiplication of the loaves by our Lord. 
f Bands of soldiers. X Benadad. 

§ Tbia waa Joram, He had the same name as the king of Jada. 
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So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and stood at 
the door of the house of EHseus : and Eliseus sent a messenger 
to him, saying : Go, and wash seven times in the Jordan, and 
thy flesh shall recover health, and thou shalt be clean. Kaaman 
was angry, and went away, saying : I thought he would have 
come out to me, and standing would have invoked the name of 
the Lord his God, and touched with his hand the place of the 
leprosy, and healed me. Are not the Abana and the Pharphar, 
rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel, that I 
may wash in them, and be made clean ? 

So as he turned, and was going away with indignation, 
his servants came to him, and said to him : Father, if the 
prophet had bid thee do some great thing, surely thou shouldst 
have done it : how much rather what he now hath said to thee : 
Wash, and thou shalt be clean ? Then he went down, and 
washed in the Jordan seven times, according to the word of the 
man of God : and his flesh was restored, like the flesh of a little 
child, and he was made clean. And returning to the man of 
God with all his train, he came, and stood before him, and said : 
In truth, I know there is no other God in all the earth, but only 
in Israel. I beseech thee therefore take a blessing* of thy ser- 
vant. But he answered : As the Lord liveth, before whom I 
stand, I will receive none. And when he pressed him, he still 
refused. 

And liTaaman said : As thou wilt : but I beseech thee, grant 
to me thy servant, to take from hence two mules* burden of 
earth :f for thy servant will not henceforth offer holocaust, or 
victim, to other gods, but to the Lord. But there is only this, 
for which thou shalt entreat the Lord for thy servant; when my 
master goeth into the temple of Kemmon to worship, and he 
leaneth upon my hand, if I bow down in the temple of Remmon, 
when he boweth down in the same place, that the Lord pardon 
me ihy servant for this thing. And he said to him : Go in 
peace.J So he departed from him in the spring time of the 
earth. 

But Giezi the servant of the man of God said : My master 
hath spared !N'aaman this Syrian, in not receiving of him that 

* t.e. a present. + To make an altar, 

X Go in peace. What the prophet here allowed was not an outward con- 
formity to an idolatrous worship, but only a service which by his office he owed 
to his master ; who on all public occasions lean^ on him ; so that his bowing 
down when his master bowed himself down was not in effect adoring the idols : 
nor was it so understood by the standers by; since he publicly professed himself 
a wor^ipper of the only true and living God but it was no more than doing a 
ci^ office to the king his master, whose leaning upon him obliged him to 
bow at the same time that he bowed. Doitat Biblb. 
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which he brought : as the Lord liveth, I will run after him, and 
take something of him. And Giezi followed after Naaman : and 
when he saw him running after him, he leapt down from his 
chariot to meet him, and said : Is all well ? And he said : Well ; 
my master hath sent me to thee, saying : Just now there are 
come to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of 
the prophets : give them a talent of silver, and two changes of 
garments. And Naaman said : It is better that thou take two 
talents. And he forced him, and bound two talents of silver in 
two bags, and two changes of garments, and laid them upon two 
of his servants, and they carried them before him. And when 
he was come, and now it was the evening, he took them from 
their hands, and laid them up in the house, and sent the men 
away, and they departed. 

But he went in, and stood before his master. And Eliseus 
said : Whence comest thou, Giezi? He answered : Thy servant 
went no whither. But he said : Was not my heart present, 
when the man turned back from his chariot to meet thee 1 So 
now thou hast received money, and received garments, to buy 
oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and men- 
servants, and maid-servants. But the leprosy of Naaman shall 
also stick to thee, and to thy seed for ever. And he went out 
from him a leper as white as snow.* 

SECT. LXXXVL MIRACLES OF ELISEUS DURING THE WAR BETWEEN SYRIA 

AND THE KINQDOM OF ISRAEL, 

* ^^"^.33* Miracles of Eliseus. — And the sons of the prophets said to 
' Eliseus : Behold the place where we dwell with thee is too 
strait for us. Let us go as far the Jordan, and take out of the 
wood every man a piece of timber, that we may build us there 
a place to dwell in. And he said : Go. And one of them 
said : But come thou also with thy servants. He answerec^: I 
will come. So he went with them. And when they were 
come to the Jordan they cut down wood. And it happened, 
as one was felling some timber, that the head of the axe fell 
into the water : and he cried out, and said : Alas, alas, alas, my 
lord, for this same was borrowed. And the man of God said : 
Where did it fall ? And he showed him the place. Then he cut 
off a piece of wood, and cast it in thither : and the iron swam. 
And he said : Take it up. And he put out his hand and 
took it. 

And the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took 

* In punishmeiit for his coYetoosness and lying. 
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counsel with Us servants, saying : In such aud such a place let 
us lay ambushes. And the man of God sent to the king of 
Israel, saying : Beware that thou pass not to such a place : for 
the Syrians are there in ambush. And the king of Israel sent 
to the place which the man of God had told him, and warned 
him of, and looked well to himself there not once nor twice. 

And the heart of the king of Syria was troubled for this 
thing. And calling together his servants, he said : Why do 
you not tell me who it is that betrays me to the king of Israel 1 
And one of his servants said : No one, my lord O king : but 
Eliseus the prophet, that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel 
all the words that thou speakest in thy privy chamber. 

EUseus at Dothan.— And he said to them : Go, and see 
where he is : that I may send, and take him. And they told 
him, saying : Behold he is in Dothan. Therefore he sent 
thither horses and chariots, and the strength of an army : and 
they came by night, and beset the city. And the servant of the 
man of God rising early, went out, and saw an army round 
about the city, and horses and chariots : and he told him, 
saying : Alas, alas, alas, my lord, what shall we do 1 But he 
answered : Fear not : for there are more with us than with 
them. And Eliseus prayed, and said : Lord, open his eyes, 
that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the servant, 
and he saw : and behold the mountain was full of horses, and 
chariots of fire round about Ehsous.'^ 

And the enemies came down to him, but Eliseus prayed to 
the Lord, saying: Strike, I beseech thee, this people with 
blindness. And the Lord struck them with blindness, according 
to the word of EHseus. And Eliseus said to them : This is not 
the way, neither is this the city : follow me, and I will show 
you the man whom you seek. So he led them into Samaria. 
And when they were come into Samaria, Eliseus said : Lord, 
open the eyes of these men, that they may see. And the Lord 
opened their eyes, and they saw themselves to be in the midst 
of Samaria. And the king of Israel said to Eliseus, when he 
saw them : My father, shall I kill them ? And he said : Thou 
shalt not kill them : for thou didst not take them with thy 
sword, or thy bow, that thou mayst kill them : but set bread 
and water before them, that they may eat and drink, and go to 
their master. And a great provision of meats was set before 
them, and they ate and drank ; and he let them go, and they 
went away to their master, and the robbers of Syria came no 
more into the land of Israel. 

* Protecting angels were so represented. Esii^BiciiL, 
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The Siege of Samaria. — ^And it came to pass after these 
things, that JBenadad king of Syria gathered together all his 
army, and went up, and besieged Samaria. And there was a 
great famine in Samaria : and so long did the siege continue, 
till the head of an ass was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and 
the fourth part of a cabe of pigeons' dung for five pieces of 
silver. And as the king of Israel was passing by the wall, a 
certain woman cried out to him, saying : Save me, my lord 
king. And he said : If the Lord doth not save thee, how can 
I save thee ? out of the barn-floor, or out of the wine-press ] 
And the king said to her : What aileth thee 1 And she answered : 
This woman said to me : Give thy son, that we may eat him to- 
day, and we will eat my son to-morrow. So we boiled my son, 
and ate him. And I said to her on the next day : Give thy son, 
that we may eat him. And she hath hid her son. "When the 
king heaid this, he rent his garments, and passed by upon tlie 
wall. And all the people saw the hair- cloth which he wore 
within next to his flesh. And the king said : May God do so 
and so to me, and may He add more, if the head of Eliseus the 
son of Saphat shall stand on him this day. 

But Eliseus sat in his house, and the ancients sat with him. 
So he sent a man before : and before that messenger came, he 
said to the ancients : Do you know that this son of a murderer 
hath sent to cut off my head 1 Look then, when the messenger 
shall come, shut the door, and suffer him not to come in : for 
behold the sound of his master^s feet is behind him. While ho 
was yet speaking to them, the messenger appeared who was 
coming to him. And he said : Behold, so great an evil is from 
the Lord : what shall I look for more from the Lord 1 
4 Kings Deliverance of Samaria. — ^And Eliseus said : Hear ye the 
vii. 1-20. ^yQj^ of the Lord : Thus saith the Lord : To-morrow about this 
time a bushel of fine flour shall be sold for a stater,* and two 
bushels of barley for a stater, in the gate of Samaria. Then 
one of the lords, upon whose hand the king leaned, answering 
the man of God, said : If the Lord should make flood-gates in 
heaven, can that possibly be which thou say est ? And he said : 
Thou shalt see it with thy eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. 

Now there were four lepers, at the entering in of the gate if 
and they said one to another : What mean we to stay here till 
we die ? If we enter into the city, we shall die with the famine : 
and if we remain here, we must also die : come, therefore, and 
let us run over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare us, 

* It is the same as a side or shekel. 

f They were separated from others, as being lepers. 
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"We stall live : but if they kill us, we shall but die. So they 
arose in the evening, to go to the Syrian camp. And when 
they were come to the first part of the camp of the Syrians, 
they found no man there. Eor the Lord had made them hear, 
in the camp of Syria, the noise of chariots, and of horses, 
and of a very great army : and they said one to another : Be- 
hold the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the 
Hethites and of the Egyptians, and they are come upon us. 
AVherefore they arose, and fled away in the dark, and left their 
tents, and their horses and asses in the camp, and fled, desiring 
to save their lives. So when these lepers were come to the 
beginning of the camp, they went into one tent, and ate and 
drank : and they took firom thence silver, and gold, and raiment, 
and went and hid it : and they came again, and went into 
another tent, and carried from thence in like manner, and hid it. 

Then they said one to another : We do not well : for this 
is a day of good tidings. If we hold our peace, and do not tell 
it till the morning, we shall be charged with a crime ; come, let 
us go, and tell it in the king's court. So they came to the gate 
of the city, and told them, saying : We went to the camp of 
the Syrians, and we found no man there, but horses and asses 
tied, and the tents standing. Then the guards of the gate went, 
and told it within in the king's palace. And he arose in the 
night, and said to his servants : I tell you what the Syrians 
have done to us : They know that we suffer great famine, and 
therefore they are gone out of the camp, and lie hid in the 
fields, saying : When they come out of the city we shall take 
them alive, and then we may get into the city. And one of 
his servants answered: Let us take the five horses that are 
remaining in the city (because there are no more in the whole 
multitude of Israel, for the rest are consumed), and let us send 
and see. They brought therefore two horses, and the king sent 
into the camp of the Syrians, saying : Go, and see. And they 
went after them as far as the Jordan : and behold all the way 
was full of garments, and vessels, which the Syrians had cast 
away in their fright ; and the messengers returned and told the 
king. And the people going out pillaged the camp of the 
Syrians : and a bushel of fine flour was sold for a stater, and 
two bushels of barley for a stater, according to the -word of the 
Lord. 

And the king appointed that lord on whose hand he leaned 
to stand at the gate : and the people trod upon him in the 
entrance of the gate ; and he died, as the man of God had said, 
when the king came down to him. And it e^m^ \.c> ^%ss» 
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according to the word of the man of God, which he spoke to 
the king, when he said ; Two bushels of barley shall be for a 
stater, and a bushel of fine flour for a stater, at tliis very time 
to-morrow in the gate of Samaria. When that lord answered 
the man of God, and said : Although the Lord should make 
flood-gates in heaven, could this come to pass which thou sayest 1 
And he said to him : Thou shalt see with thy eyes, and shalt 
not eat thereof. And so it fell out to him as it was foretold, 
and the people trod upon him in the gate, and he died. 
. J.. Eliseus and HazaeL — Eliseus also came to Damascus, and 

vui. 7-22! Benadad king of Syria was sick : and they told him, saying : 
The man of God is come hither. And the king said to Hazael : 
Take with thee presents, and go to meet the man of God, and 
consult the Lord by him, saying : Can I recover of this my ill- 
ness? And Hazael went to meet him, taking with him presents, 
and all the good things of Damascus, the burdens of forty 
camels. And when he stood before him, he said : Thy son 
Benadad the king of Syria hath sent me to thee, saying : Can 
I recover of this my illness ? 

And Eliseus said to him : Go tell him : Thou shalt recover : 
but the Lord hath shown me that he shall surely die.* And he 
stood with him, and was troubled so far as to blush : and the 
man of God wept. And Hazael said to him : Why doth my 
lord weep 1 And he said : Because I know the evil that thou 
wilt do to the children of Israel. Their strong cities thou wilt 
bum with fire, and their young men thou wilt kill with the 
sword, and thou wilt dash their children, and rip up their 
pregnant women. And Hazael said : But what, am I thy ser- 
vant a dog, that I should do this great thing] And Eliseus 
said: The Lord hath shown me that thou shalt be king of 
Syria. 

And when he was departed from Eliseus, he came to his 
master, who said to him : What saith Eliseus to thee 1 And he 
answered : He told me : Thou shalt recover. And on the next 
day he took a blanket, and poured water on it, and spread it 
upon his face : and he died, and Hazael reigned in his stead. 

In the fifth year of Joramf son of Achab king of Israel, and 
of Josaphat king of Juda, reigned Joram son of Josaphat king 
of Juda. He was two and thirty years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. And he walked 

* The prophet signified that he would recover of his disease, but would di 
in another way. 

kf That is, Josaphat being yet alive ; who some time before his death made 
bis son Joram king, as David had done betoie by his son Solomon. 
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in the ways of the kings of Israel, as the house of Achah had 
walked : for the daughter of Achab was his wife :* and he did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord. But the Lord 
would not destroy Juda, for David His servant^s sake, as He had 
promised him, to give him a light, and to his children always. 

In his days Edom revolted from being under Juda, and 
made themselves a king. And Joram came to Seira, and all 
the chariots with him : and he arose in the night, and defeated 
the Edomites that had surrounded him, and the captains of the 
chariots, but the people fled into their tents. So Edom re- 
volted from being under Juda unto this day. Then Lobna also 
revolted at the same time. 

And the Lord stirred up against Joram the spirit of the 2 Par. xxi 
Philistines, and of the Arabians who border on the Ethiopians. 16-20, 
And they came up into the land of Juda, and wasted it, and 
they carried away all the substance that was found in the king's 
house, his sons also, and his wives : so that there was no son 
left him but Joachaz,f who was the youngest. 

And besides all this, the Lord struck him with an incurable 
disease in his bowels4 And as day came after day, and time 
rolled on, two whole years passed : then after being wasted 
with a long consumption, so as to void his very bowels, his 
disease ended with his life. And he died of a most wretched 
illness, and the people did not make a funeral for him according 
to the manner of burning, as they had done for his ancestors. 
He was two and thirty years old when he began his reign, and 
he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. And he walked not 
rightly, and they buried him in the city of David, but not in 
the sepulchres of the kings. 

But the rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he did, are 4 Kings 
they not written in the book of the words of the days of the ^'"'* ^^'^' 
kings of Juda? And Joram slept with his fathers, and was 
buried with them in the city of David, and Ochozias his son 
reigned in his stead. 

8ECT. LXXXVII, RBION OF OCHOZIAS. JEHU DESTROTS THE HOUSE OF 

ACHAB, 

Oehozias. — ^And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ocho- 2 Far. 
zias his youngest son king in his place : for the ^ n 885 ^^"' ^^* 
rovers of the Arabians, who had broke in upon the 
camp, had killed all that were his elder brothers. So Ochozias 

* Athalia. t -^^so caUed Ochozias. 

X He had been forewarned of this punishment by the prophet Elias in a 
letter which he wrote to him before he was taken up to heaven, and while 
Joram reigned with his father Josaphat. 
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the son of Joram king of Juda reigned. Ochozias was forty two 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned one year in 
Jerusalem: and the name of his mother was Athalia the daugh- 
ter of Amri. 

He also walked in the ways of the house of Achah : for his 
mother pushed him on to do wickedly. So he did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, as the house of Achah did : for they were 
his counsellors after the death of his father, to his destruction. 
And he walked after their counsels. And he went with Joram 
the son of Achah king of Israel, to fight against Hazael king of 
Syria, at Eamoth Galaad: and the Syrians wounded Joram. 
And he returned to he healed in Jezrahel, for he received many 
wounds in the battle. And Ochozias the son of Joram king of 
Juda went down to visit Joram the son of Achah in Jezrahel 
where he lay sick. 
4 Kings Jehu is made King. — ^And Eliseus the prophet called one 
IX. 1-37. Qf tile gong of the prophets, and said to him: Gird up thy loins, 
and take this little bottle of oil in thy hand, and go to Ramoth 
Galaad. And when thou art come thither, thou shalt see Jehu 
the son of Josaphat the son of Namsi : and going in thou shalt 
make him rise up from amongst his brethren, and carry him 
into an inner chamber. Then taking the little bottle of oil, 
thou shalt pour it on his head, and shalt say : Thus saith the 
Lord : I have anointed thee king over Israel. And thou shalt 
open the door and flee, and shalt not stay there. 

So the young man, the servant of the prophet, went away 
to Ramoth Galaad, and went in thither : and behold the cap- 
tains of the army were sitting ; and he said : I have a word to 
thee, O prince. And Jehu said : Unto whom of us all ? And 
he said : To thee, O prince. And he arose and went into the 
chamber : and he poured the oil upon his head, and said : Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel : I have anointed thee king over 
Israel, the people of the Lord. And thou shalt cut off the 
house of Achah thy master, and I will revenge the blood of My 
servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the 
Lord at the hand of JezabeL And I will destroy all the house 
of Achah, and I will cut off from Achab every dog, and him 
that is shut up, and the meanest in Israel. And I will make 
the house of Achab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Ka- 
bat, and like the house of Baasa the son of Ahias. And the 
dogs shall eat Jezabel in the field of Jezrahel, and there shall 
be no one to bury her. And he opened the door and fled. 

Then Jehu went forth to the servants of his lord : and they 
said to him : Are all things well 1 why came this mad man to 
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tliee 1 And lio said to tliem : You know tlie man, and what 
he said. But they answered : It is false^ but rather do thou tell 
us. And he said to them : Thus and thus did he speak to me : 
and he said : Thus saith the Lord : I have anointed thee king 
over IsraeL Then they made haste, and taking every man his 
garment laid it under his feet, after the manner of a judgment- 
seat, and they sounded the trumpet, and said : Jehu is king. 

So Jehu the son of Josaphat the son of Namsi conspired 
against Joram. Now Joram had besieged Ramoth Gulaad, he 
and all Israel fighting with Hazael king of Syria : and was re- 
turned to be healed in Jezrahel of his wounds, for the Syrians 
had wounded him when he fought with Hazael king of Syria. 
And Jehu said : If it please you, let no man go forth or flee out 
of the city, lest he go, and tell in Jezrahel. 

And he got up, and went into Jezrahel, for Joram was sick 
there, and Ochozias king of Juda was come down to visit 
Joram. The watchman therefore, that stood upon the tower 
of Jezrahel, saw the troop of Jehu coming, and said : I see 
a troop. And Joram. said : Take a chariot, and send to meet 
them, and let him that goeth say : Is all well 1 So there went 
one in a chariot to meet him, and said : Thus saith the king : 
Are all things peaceable? And Jehu said : What hast thou to 
do with peace 1 go behind, and follow me. And the watchman 
told, saying : The messenger came to them, but he returneth 
not. And he sent a second chariot of horses, and he came to 
them, and said : Thus saith the Icing : Is there peace 1 And 
Jehu said : What hast thou to do with peace 1 pass, and follow 
me. And the watchman told, saying : He came even to them, 
but returneth not : and the driving is like the driving of Jehu 
the son of Namsi, for he drives furiously. 

And Joram said : Make ready the chariot. And they made 
ready his chariot, and Joram king of Israel and Ochozias king 
of Juda went out, each in his chariot, and they went out to 
meet Jehu, and met him in the field of IsTaboth the Jezrahelite. 
And when Joram saw Jehu, he said: Is there peace, Jehu? 
And he answered : What peace ? so long as the fornications of 
Jezabel thy mother and her many sorceries are so many. And 
Joram turned his hand, and fleeing, said to Ochozias : There is 
treachery, Ochozias. But Jehu bent his bow with his hand, 
and shot Joram between the shoulders : and the arrow went 
out through his heart, and immediately he fell in his chariot. 
And Jehu said to Badacer his captain : Take him, and cast him 
into the field of Naboth the Jezrahelite : for I remember when 
I and thou sitting in a chariot followed Achab this man's father, 
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that the Lord laid this burden upon him, saying : If I do not 
requite thee in this field, saith the Lord, for the blood of Na- 
both, and for the blood of his children, which I saw yesterday, 
saith the Lord. So now take him, and cast him into the field, 
according to the word of the Lord. 

But Ochozias king of Juda seeing this, fled by the way of 
the garden-house : and Jehu pursued him, and said : Strike him 
also in his chariot. And they struck him in the going-up to 
Gaver, which is by Jeblaam: and he fled into Mageddo, and 
died there. And his servants laid him upon his chariot and 
carried him to Jerusalem : and they buried him in his sepulchre 
with his fathers in the city of David. In the eleventh year of 
Joram the son of Achab, Ochozias reigned over Juda. 

Death of Jezabel. — And Jehu came into Jezrahel. But 
Jezabel hearing of his coming in, painted her face, and adorned 
her head, and looked out of a window at Jehu coming in at the 
gate, and said : Can there be peace for Zambri, that hath killed 
his master ? 

And Jehu lifted up his face to the window, and said : Who 
is this ? And two or three eunuchs bowed down to him. And 
he said to them : Throw her down headlong : and they threw 
her dovm, and the wall was sprinkled with her blood, and the 
hoofs of the horses trod upon her. And when he was come in, 
to eat and to drink, he said : Go, and see after that cursed 
woman, and bury her : because she is a king's daughter. And 
when they went to bury her, they found nothing but the skull, 
and the feet, and the extremities of her hands. And coming 
back they told him. And Jehu said : It is the word of the 
Lord, which He spoke by His servant Elias the Thesbite, saying : 
In the field of Jezrahel the dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezabel, 
and the flesh of Jezabel shall be as dung upon the face of the 
earth in the field of Jezrahel, so that they who pass by shall 
say : Is this that same Jezabel 1 
1 Kings X. Destruction of the House of Achab. — And Achab had 
^■^** seventy sons in Samaria : so Jehu wrote letters, and sent to Sa- 
maria, to the chief men of the city, and to the ancients, and to 
them that brought up Achab's children, saying : As soon as 
you receive these letters, ye that have your master's sons, and 
chariots, and horses, and fenced cities, and armour, choose the 
best, and him that shall please you most of your master's sons, 
and set him on his father's throne, and fight for the house 
of your master. But they were exceedingly afraid, and said : 
Behold two kings could not stand before him, and how shall we 
be able to resist ? Therefore the overseers of the house, and the 
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rulers of the eity, and the ancients, and the tutors sent to Jehu, 
saying : We are thy servants, whatsoever thou shalt command 
us we will do, neither will we make us a king : do thou all that 
pleaseth thee. 

And he wrote letters the second time to them, saying : If 
you be mine, and will obey me, take the heads of the sons of 
your master, and come to me to Jezrahel by to-morrow this 
time. Now the king's sons, being seventy men, were brought 
up with the chief men of the city. And when the letters came 
to them, they took the king's sons, and slew them, seventy per- 
sons, and put their heads in baskets, and sent them to him to 
Jezrahel. And a messenger came, and told him, saying : They 
have brought the heads of the king's sons. And he said : Lay 
ye them in two heaps by the entering in of the gate until the 
morning. And when it was light, he went out, and standing 
said to all the people : You are just : if I conspired against my 
master, and slew him, who hath slain all these ? See therefore 
noW that there hath not fallen to the ground any of the words 
of the Lord, which the Lord spoke concerning the house of 
Achab, and the Lord hath done that which He spoke in the 
hand of His servant Elias. So Jehu slew all that were left of 
the house of Achab in Jezrahel, and all his chief men, and his 
firiends, and his priests, till there were no remains left of him. 

And he arose, and went to Samaria : and when he was come 
to the shepherds' cabin in the way, he met with the brethren 
of Ochozias king of Juda, and he said to them : Who are you ] 
And they answered : We are the brethren of Ochozias, and are 
come down to salute the sons of the king and the sons of the 
queen. And he said : Take them alive. And they took them 
alive, and killed them at the pit by the cabin, two and forty 
men, and he left not any of them. 

And when he was departed thence, he found Jonadab the 
son of Rechab* coming to meet him, and he blessed him. And 
he said to him : Is thy heart right as my heart is with thy 
heart 1 And Jonadab said : It is. If it be, said he, give mo 
thy hand. He gave him his hand. And he lifted him up to 
him into the chariot, and he said to him : Come with me, and 
see my zeal for the Lord. So he made him ride in his chariot, 
and brought him into Samaria. And he slew all that were left 
of Achab in Samaria, to a man, according to the word of the 
Lord which He spoke by Elias. 

* The prophet Jeremias speaks of this man, and commends the strict man- 
uer ia which his descendiuits adhered to his precept of abstaining from strong 
drhik. 
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Jehu and the Priests of Baal. — And Jehu gathered togeliher 
all the people, and said to them : Achab worshipped Baal a 
little, but I will worship him more. Now therefore call to me 
all the prophets of Baal, and all his servants, and aU his priests: 
let none be wanting, for I have a great sacrifice to offer to Baal ; 
whosoever shall be wanting shall not live. Now Jehu did this 
craftily, that he might destroy the worshippers of BaaL 

And he said : Proclaim a festival for Baal. And he called, 
and he sent into all the borders of Israel, and all the servants of 
Baal came : there was not one left that did not come. And 
they went into the temple of Baal : and the house of Baal was 
filled, from one end to the other. And he said to them thftt 
were over the wardrobe : Bruig forth garments for all the ser- 
vants of Baal. And they brought them forth garments. 

And Jehu and Jonadab the son of Eechab went to the 
temple of Baal, and said to the worshippers of Baal : Search, 
and see that there be not any with you of the servants of the 
Lord, but that there be the servants of Baal only. And tftiey 
went in to offer sacrifices and burnt-offerings : but Jehu had 
prepared him fourscore men without, and said to them : If any 
of the men escape whom I have brought into your hands, he 
that letteth him go shall answer life for life. And it came to 
pass, when the burnt-offering was ended, that Jehu commanded 
his soldiers and captains, saying : Go in, and kill them ; let none 
escape. And the soldiers and captains slew them with the edge 
of the sword, and cast them out : and they went into the city 
of the temple of Baal, and brought ther statue out of Baal's 
temple, and burnt it, and broke it in pieces. They destroyed 
also the temple of Baal, and made a jakes in its place unto this 
day. So Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel : but yet he departed 
not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nabat, who made Israel 
to sin, nor did he forsake the golden calves that were in Bethel 
and Dan. 

And the Lord said to Jehu : Because thou hast diligently 
executed that which was right and pleasing in My eyes, and hast 
done to the house of Achab according to all that was in My 
heart, thy children shall sit upon the throne of Israel to the 
fourth generation. 

But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord the 
God of Israel with all his heart : for he departed not from the 
sins of Jeroboam, who had made Israel to sin. In those days 
the Lord began to be weary of Israel : and Hazael ravaged them 
in all the coasts of Israel, from the Jordan eastward, all the 
land of Galaad, and Gad, and Euben, and Manasses, from 
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Aroei^, which is upon the torrent Amon, and Galaad, and 
Basan. 

SECT, LXXXVIIL ATHALIA USURPS THE THRONE OF JUDA UNTIL KILLED 

BY JOIADA, 

Athalia. — ^And Athalia the mother of Ochozias seeing that 4 Kio^ 
her son was dead, arose, and slew all the royal seed. •» n 004 ^^' ■^"^* 
But Josaba the daughter of king Joram, sister of 
Ochozias, took Joas the son of Ochozias, and stole him from 
' among the king's sons that were slain, out of the bed-chamber 
with his nurse, and hid him from the face of Athalia, so that 
he was not slain. And he was with her six years hid in the 
house of the Lord. And Athalia reigued over the land. 

And in the seventh year Joiada, being encouraged, took the 2 Par. 
captains of hundreds : to wit, Azarias the son of Jeroham, and xxiii, 1-21. 
Ismahel the son of Johanan, and Azarias the son of Obed, and 
Maasias the son of Adaias, and Elisaphat the son of Zechri, 
and made a covenant with them. And they went about Juda, 
and gathered together the Levites out of all the cities of Juda, 
and the chiefs of the families of Israel, and they came to Jeru- 
salem. 

And all the multitude made a covenant with the king in the 
house of God : and Joiada said to them : Behold the king's son 
shall reign, as the Lord* hath said, of the sons of David. And 
this is the thing that you shall do : A third part of you that 
come to the sabbath* of the priests, and of the Levites, and of 
the porters, shall be at the gates : and a third part at the king's 
house : and a third at the gate that is called the foundation : 
but let all the rest of the people be in the courts of the house 
of the Lord. And let no one come into the house of the Lord, 
but the priests, and they that minister of the Levites : let them 
only come in, because they are sanctified : and let all the rest of 
the people keep the watches of the Lord. And let the Levites 
be round about the king, every man with his arms (and if any 
other come into the temple, let him be slain) : and let them be 
with the king both coming in and going out. 

So the Levites and all Juda did according to all that Joiada 
the high priest had commanded : and they took every one his 
men that were under him, and that came in by the course of the 
sabbath, with those who had fulfilled the sabbath, and were to 
go out. For Joiada the high priest permitted not the companies 
to depart, which were accustomed to succeed one another every 
^eek. And Joiada the priest gave to the captains the spears^ 

* i.e, to the duties ot the week. Kcnkick. 
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and the sliields, and targets of king David, which he had dedi- 
cated in the house of the Lord. And he set all the people uritli 
swords in tlieir hands from the right side of the temple to the 
left side of the temple, before the altar, and the temple, round 
about the king, -^d they brought out the king's son, and put 
the crown upon him, and the testimony, and gave him the law 
to hold in Ins hand, and they made him king :^ and Joiada the 
high priest and his sons anointed him ; and they prayed for him, 
and said : God save the king. 

Death of Athalia. — IN'ow when Athalia heard the noise of 
the people running and praising the king, she came in to the 
people, into the temple of the Lord. And when she saw the 
Idiig standing upon the step in the entrance, and the princes, 
and the companies about him, and all the people of the land 
rejoicing, and sounding with trumpets, and playing on instni- 
ments of divers kinds, and the voice of those that praised, she 
rent her garments, and said : Treason, treason. And Joiada the 
high priest going out to the captains, and the chiefs of the army, 
said to them : Take her forth without the precinct of the temple, 
and when she is without let her be killed with the sword. For 
the priest commanded that she should not be killed in the house 
of the Lord. And they laid hold on her by the neck : and when 
she was come within the horse gate of the palace, they killed 
her there. 

And Joiada made a covenant between himself and all the 
people and the king, that they should be the people of the 
Lord. And all the people went into the house of Baal, and 
destroyed it : and they broke down his altars and his idols : 
and they slew Mathan the priest of Baal before the altars. And 
Joiada appointed overseers in the house of the Lord, under the 
hands of the priests and the Lovites, whom David had dis- 
tributed in the house of the Lord, to oflfer holocausts to the 
Lord, as it is written in the law of Moses, with joy and singing, 
according to the disposition of David. He appointed also por- 
ters in the gates of the house of the Lord, that none who was 
unclean in any thing should enter in. And he took the captains 
of hundreds, and the most valiant men, and the chiefs of the 
people, and all the people of the land, and they brought down 
the king from the house of the Lord, and brought him through 
the upper gate into the king's house, and set him on the royal 
throne. And alT the people of the land rejoiced, and the city 
was quiet : but Athalia was slain with the sword. 
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SECT, LXXXIX. THE RBION OF JOAS. III! REPAIRS THE TEMPLE. 

Joas. — Joas was seven years old when he began to reign : 2 Par. 
and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem : the name n n owo ^^iv. 1-2, 
of his mother was Sebia of Bersabee. And he did * * 
that which is good before the Lord all the days of Joiada the 
priest. And Joiada took for him two wives, by whom he had 
sons and daughters. 

After this Jtas had a mind to repair the house of the Lord. 
And he assembled the priests and the Levites, and said to 
them : Go out to the cities of Juda, and gather of all Israel 
money to repair the temple of your God from year to year, and 
do this with speed : Jjut the Levites were negligent. And the 
king called Joiada the chief, and said to him : Why hast thou 
not taken care to oblige the Levites to bring in out of Juda and 
Jerusalem the money that was appointed by Moses •the servant 
of the Lord for all the multitude of Israel to bring into the taber- 
nacle of the testimony? For that wicked woman Athalia and 
her children have destroyed the house of God, and adorned the 
temple of Baal with all the things that had been dedicated in 
the temple of the Lord. And the king commanded, and they 
made a chest : and set it by the gate of the house of the Lord 
on the outside. And thoy made a proclamation in Juda and 
Jerusalem, that every man should bring to the Lord the money 
which Moses the servant of God appointed for all Israel, in tlie 
desert. And all the princes and all the people rejoiced : and 
going in they contributed and cast so much into the chest of the 
Lord, that it was filled. 

And when it was time to bring the chest before the king by 
the hands of the Levites (for they saw there was much money), 
the king's scribe and he whom the high priest had appointed 
went in : and they poured out the money that was in the chest : 
and they carried back the chest to its place : and thus they did 
from day to day, and there was gathered an immense sum of 
money. And the king and Joiada gave it to those who were 
over the works of the house of the Lord : but they hired with 
it stone-cutters and artificers of every kind of work to repair 
the house of the Lord : and such as wrought in iron and brass, 
to uphold what began to be falling. And the workmen were 
diligent, and the breach of the walls was closed up by their 
hands, and they set up the house of the Lord in its former state, 
and made it stand firm. And when they had finished all the 
works, they brought the rest of the money before the king and 
Joiada : and with it were made vessels for the tcm^\&, io^ ^iXv^ 



312 THE KINGS. 

ministry, and for holocausts and bowls, and other vessels of gold 
and silver : and holocausts were offered in the house of the Lord 
continually all the days of Joiada. 

But Joiada grew old and was full of days, and died when he 
was a hundred and thirty years old. And they buried him in 
the city of David among the kings, because he had done good to 
Israel, and to his house. 

Joas falls away. — And after the death of Joiada, the princes 
of Juda went in, and paid obeisance to the king : and he was 
soothed by their services and hearkened to them. And they 
forsook the temple of the Lord the God of their fathers, and 
served groves and idols : and wrath came upon Juda and Jeru- 
salem for this sin. And He sent prophets to them to bring them 
back to the Lord, and they would not give ear when, they 
testified against them. The spirit of God then came upon 
Zacharias the son of Joiada the priest, and he stood in the sight 
of the people, and said to them : Thus saith the Lord God : 
Why transgress you the commandment of the Lord, which will 
not be for your good, and forsake the Lord, to make Him for- 
sake you ? And they gathered themselves together against him, 
and stoned him at the king's commandment in the court of the 
house of the Lord. And king Joas did not remember the 
kindness that Joiada his father had done to him, but killed 
his son.-'- And when lie died, he said : The Lord see, and 
require it. 

And when a year was come about, the army of Syria came 
up against him : and they came to Juda and Jerusalem, and 
killed all the princes of the people, and they sent all the spoils 
to the king to Damascus. And whereas there came a very small 
number of the Syrians, the Lord delivered into their hands an 
infinite multitude, because they had forsaken the Lord the God 
of their fathers : and on Joas they executed shameful judgments. 
And departing they left him in great diseases : and his servants 
rose up against him, for revenge of the blood of the son of Joiada 
the priest, and they slew him in his bed, and he died : and they 
buried him in the city of David, but not in the sepulchres of 
' the kings. • 

SECT. XC, THE REIQN OF AMASIA8, TEE DEATH OF ELISEU8. 

2 Pai. XXV. Amasias. — Amasias was five and twenty years old when he 

'"'•on QQQ began to reign, and he reigned nine and twenty years 

* in Jerusalem : the name of his mother was Joadan of 

Jerusalem. And he did what was good in the sight of the 

♦ Oar Lord refers to this murder. Matt, xxiii. 85. 
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Lord: but yet not with a perfect heart. And "when he saw 
himself strengthened in his kingdom, he put to death the ser- 
vants that had slain the king his father. But he slew not their 
children, as it is written in the hook of the law of Moses, where 
the Lord commanded, saying :* The fathers shall not he slair 
for the children, nor the children for their fathers, but every ^ 
man shall die for his own sin. 

Amasias therefore gathered Juda together, and appointed 
them by families, and captains of thousands and of hundreds in 
all Juda and Benjamin : and he numbered them from twenty 
years old and upwards, and found three hundred thousand 
young men that could go out to battle, and could hold the 
spear and shield. He hired also of Israel a hundred thousand 
valiant men, for a hundred talents of silver. 

But a man of God came to him,t and said : king, let not 
the army of Israel go out with thee, for the Lord is not with 
Israel and all the children of Ephraim : and if thou think that 
battles consist in the strength of the army, God will make thee 
to be overcome by the enemies : for it belongeth to God both to 
help and to put to flight. And Amasias said to the man of 
God : What will then become of the hundred talents which I 
have given to the soldiers of Israeli And the man of God an- 
swered him : The Lord is rich enough to be able to give thee 
much more than this. Then Amasias separated the army that 
came to him out of Ephraim, to go home again : but they being 
much enraged against Juda, returned to their own country. 

And Amasias taking courage led forth his people, and went 
to the vale of salt pits, and slew of the children of Seir ten 
thousand. And other ten thousand men the sons of Juda took, 
and brought to the steep of a certain rock, and cast them down 
headlong from the top, and they all were broken to pieces. But 
that army which Amasias had sent back, that they should not 
go with him to battle, spread themselves among the cities of 
Juda, from Samaria to Bethhoron, and having killed three thou- 
sand took away much spoil. 

But Amasias, after he had slain the Edomites, set up the 
gods of the children of Seir, which he had brought thence, to 
be his gods, and adored them, and burnt incense to them. 
Wherefore the Lord, being angry against Amasias, sent a prophet 
to him, to say to him : Why hast thou adored gods that have 
not delivered their own people out of thy hand ? And when ho 

♦ Dent XXIV. 

+ This was probably the prophet Joel, who was livijig at this time, as well 
£3 the prophet Jonas. 
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Bpoke these things, he answered him : Art thou the king's coim* 
sellor ? be quiet, lest I kill thee. And the prophet departing, 
said: I know that God is minded to kill thee, because thou 
hast done this evil, and moreover hast not hearkened to my 
counseL 

Then Amasias king of Juda taking very bad counsel, sent to 
Joas the son of Joachaz the son of Jehu king of Israel, saying : 
Come, let us see one another.* Eut he sent back the messengers, 
saying: The thistle that is in Libanus sent to the cedar in 
libanus, saying : Give thy daughter to my son to wife : and 
behold the beasts that were in the wood of Libanus passed by, 
and trod down the thistle. Thou hast said : I have overthrown 
Edom ; and therefore thy heart is lifted up with pride : stay at 
home, why dost thou provoke evil against thee, that both ^ou 
shouldst fall and Juda with thee 1 Amasias would not heaiken 
to him, because it was the Lord's will that he should be de- 
livered into the hands of enemies, because of the gods of 
Edom. 

So Joas king of Israel went up, and they presented them- 
selves to be seen by one another : and Amasias king of Juda 
was in Bethsames of Juda : and Juda feU before I^el, and 
they fled to their dwellings. And Joas king of Israel took 
Amasias king of Juda, the son of Joas, the son of Joachaz, in 
Bethsames, and brought him to Jerusalem: and broke dovm 
the walls thereof from the gate of Ephraim to the gate of the 
comer, four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and 
silver, and all the vessels, that he found in the house of God, 
and with Obededom, and in the treasures of the king's house ; 
moreover also the sons of the hostages he brought back to 
Samaria. 
4 Kings Now Eliseus was sick of the illness whereof he died: and 
XIII. 14-25, Jqj^q ^^g of Israel went down to him, and wept before him, and 
said : O my father, my father, the chariot of Israel and the 
guider thereof. 

And EUseus said to him : Bring a bow and arrows. And 
when he had brought him a bow and arrows, he said to the 
king of Israel: Put thy hand upon the bow. And when he had 
put his hand, Eliseus put his hands over the king's hands, and 
said : Open the window to the east. And when he had opened 
it, EHseus said : Shoot an arrow. And he shot. And Eiliseus 
said : The arrow of the Lord's deliverance, and the arrow of the 
deliverance from Syria : and thou shalt strike the Syrians in 
Aphec, till thou consume them. And he said : Take the arrows. 

* To try their strength in battle. 
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And when he had taken them, he said to him : Strike with an 
arrow upon the ground. And he struck three times and stood 
stdlL And the man of God was angry with him, and said : If 
thou hadst smitten five or six or seven times, thou hadst smitten 
Syria even to utter destruction : but now three times shalt thou 
smite it. 

Death of Eliseus. — ^And Eliseus died, and they buried him. 
And the rovers from Moab came into the land the same year. 
And some that were burying a man saw the rovers, and cast 
the body into the sepulchre of EHseus. And when it had 
touched the bones of Eliseus, the man came to life, and stood 
upon his feet. I^ow Hazael king of Syria afflicted Israel all the 
days of Joachaz : and the Lord had mercy on them, and re- 
turned to tbem^ because of His covenant, which He had made 
with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob : and He would not destroy 
them, nor utterly cast them away, unto this present time. And 
Hazael king of Syria died^ and Benadad his son reigned in his 
stead. "Now Joas the son of Joachaz took the cities out of the 
hand of Benadad the son of Hazael, which he had taken out of 
the hand of Joachaz his father by war; three times did Joas beat 
him, and he restored the cities to IsraeL 

And Amasias the son of Joas king of Juda lived, after the 2 Par. xxv. 
death of Joas the son of Joachaz king of Israel, fifteen years. 25-28. 

Now the rest of the acts of Amasias the first and last are 
written in the book of the kings of Juda and Israel. And after 
he revolted from the Lord, they made a conspiracy against him 
in Jerusalem. And he fled into Lachis, and they sent, and 
killed him there. And they brought him back upon horses, 
and buried him with his fathers in the city of David. 

SECT. XCL THE REIQNS OF OZIAS AND JOATEAM, 

(teias. — And all the people of Juda took his son Ozias,* 2 Par. 
who was sixteen years old, and made him king in .» n o-in ^"^'* ■^'^** 
the room of Amasias his fether. He built Ailath, • • o • 
and restored it to the dominion of Juda, after that the king slept 
with his £Ekthers. 

Ozias was sixteen years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned two and fifty years in Jerusalem: the name of his 
mother was Jecheha of Jerusalem. And he did that which was 
tight in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that Amasias his 
father had done. And he sought the Lord in the days of 
Zacharias that understood and saw God : and as long as he 
Bought the Lord, He directed him in all things. Moreover he 

* Alio caUed Azazlas, 
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went fortli and fought against the Philistines, and hroke down 
the wall of Geth, and the wall of Jabnia, and the wall of Azotus: 
and he huilt towns in Azotus and among the Philistines. And 
God helped him. against the Philistines, and against the Arabians 
that dwelt in Gurbaal, and against the Ammonites. And the 
Ammonites gave gifts to Ozias : and his name was spread abroad 
even to the entrance of Egypt for his frequent victories. 

And Ozias built towers in Jerusalem over the gate of the 
comer, and over the gate of the valley, and the rest, in the same 
side of the wall, and fortified them. And he built towers in 
the wilderness, and dug many cisterns, for he had much cattle 
both in the plains and in the waste of the desert : he had also 
vineyards and dressers of vines in the mountains and in Carmel: 
for he was a man that loved husbandry. And the army of his 
lighting men, that went out to war, was under the hand of 
Jehiel the scribe, and Maasias the doctor, and under the hand 
of Henanias, who was one of the king's captains. And the 
whole number of the chiefs by the families of valiant men were 
two thousand six hundred : and the whole army under them 
three hundred and seven thousand ^ye hundred : who were fit 
for war, and fought for the king against the enemy. And Ozias 
prepared for them, that is, for the whole army, shields, and 
spears, and helmets, and coats of mail, and bows, and slings to 
cast stones. And he made in Jerusalem engines of divers kinds, 
which he placed in the towers, and in the comers of the walls, 
to shoot arrows and great stones : and his name went forth far 
abroad, for the Lord helped him, and had strengthened him. 

His Sin. ^— But when he was made strong, his heart was 
lifted up to his destruction, and he neglected the Lord his God: 
and going into the temple of the Lord, he had a mind to bum 
incense upon the altar of incense. And immediately Azarias 
the priest going in after him, and with him fourscore priests of 
the Lord, most valiant men, withstood the king and said : It 
doth not belong to thee, Ozias, to burn incense to the Lord, but 
to the priests, that is, to the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated 
for this ministry : go out of the sanctuary, do not despise : for 
this thing shall not be accounted to thy glory by the Lord God. 

And Ozias was angry, and holding in his hand the censer to 
burn incense, threatened the priests. And presently there rose 
a leprosy in his forehead before the priests, in the house of the 
Lord at the altar of incense. And Azarias the high priest and 
all the rest of the priests looked upon him, and saw the leprosy 
in his forehead, and they made haste to thrust him out. Yea 
bimself also being frightened; hasted to go out; because he had 
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quickly felt the stroke of the Lord. And Ozias the king was a 
leper unto the day of his death, and he dwelt in a house apart, 
being full of the leprosy, for which he had been cast out of the 
house of the Lord. And Joatham his son governed the king's 
house, and judged the people of the land. Eut the rest of the 
acts of Ozias first and last were written by Isaias the son of 
Amos, the prophet.* And Ozias slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the field of the royal sepulchres, because he was 
a leper: and Joatham his son reigned in his stead. 

Joatham. — Joatham was five and twenty years old when he 2 Tar. 
began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in « p mko ^^'^'"' ^'^' 
Jerusalem : the name of his mother was Jerusa the • • * o- 
daughter of Sadoc. And he did that which was right before 
the Lord, according to all that Ozias his father had done, only 
that he entered not into the temple of the Lord ; and the people 
still transgressed. 

He bmlt the high gate of the house of the Lord, and on the 
wall of Ophel he built much. Moreover he built cities in the 
mountains of Juda, and castles and towers in the forests. He 
fought against the king of the children of Ammon, and over- 
came them : and the cMldren of Ammon gave him at that time 
a hundred talents of silver, and ten thousand measures of wheat, 
and as many measures of barley : so much did the children of 
Ammon give him in the second and third year. And Joatham 
was strengthened, because he had his way directed before the 
Lord his God. 

Now the rest of the acts of Joatham, and all his wars, and 
liis works, are written in the book of the kings of Israel and 
Juda. He was five and twenty years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And Joatham 
slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David: 
and Achaz his son reigned in his stead. f 

8ECT,^XCIL THE REIGN OF ACHAZ. HIS ALLIANCE WITH ASSYRIA 

AGAINST ISRAEL AND SYRIA, 

Achaz. — Achaz was twenty years old when he began to 2 Par. 
reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem: «q ^mq ^^i)"'' 
he did not that which was right in the sight of the * ' . »• 
Lord, as David his father had done, but walked in the ways 
of the kings of Israel : moreover also he cast statues for Baalim. 
It was he that burnt incense in the valley of Benennom, and 
consecrated his sons in the fire according to the manner of the 

* Besides Isaias, Amos, Joel, and Osee also liyed in his reign, 
t It was in the reign of Joatham that the city of Rome was founded. Th« 
prophet Isaias lived through his reign, aa also did Micheag, 
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nations, "which the Lord slew at the coming of the children of 
Israel. He sacrificed also, and hurnt incense in the high places, 
and on the hills, and under every green tree. 

And the Lord his God delivered him into the hands of the 
king of Syria,* who defeated him, and took a great hooty out of 
his kingdom, and carried it to Damascus : he was also delivered 
into the hands of the king of Israel, who overthrew him with a 
great slaughter. For Phaceef the son of Eomelia slew of Juda 
a hundred and twenty thousand in one day, all valiant men : 
hecause they had forsaken the Lord the God of their fathers. 
At the same time Zechri, a powerful man of Ephraim, slew 
Maasias the king's son, and Ezricam the governor of his house, 
and Elcana who was next to the king. And the children of 
Israel carried away of their brethren two hundred thousand 
women, boys, and girls, and an immense booty, and they brought 
it to Samaria. 

At that time there was a prophet of the Lord there, whose 
name was Oded : and he went out to meet the army that came 
to Samaria, and said to them : Behold the Lord the God of your 
fathers, being angry with Juda, hath delivered them into your 
hands, and you have butchered them cruelly, so that your' 
cruelty hath reached up to heaven. Moreover you have a mind 
to keep under the children of Juda and Jerusalem for your 
bond-men and bond-women, which ought not to be done : for 
you have sinned in this against the Lord your God. But hear 
ye my counsel, and release the captives that you have brought 
of your brethren, because a great indignation of the Lord hangeth 
over you. 

Then some of the chief men of the sons of Ephraim, Azarias 
the son of Johanan, Barachias the son of Mosollamoth, JSzechias 
the son of Sellum, and Amasa the son of Adali, stood up against 
them that came from the war. And they said to them : You 
shall not bring in the captives hither, lest we sin against the 
Lord. Why will you add to our sins, and heap up upon our 
former offences 1 for the sin is great, and the fierce anger of the 
Lord hangeth over Israel. So the soldiers left the spoils, and 
all that they had taken, before the princes and all the multi- 
tude. And the men, who were mentioned by name, rose up 
and took the captives, and with the spoils clothed all them that 
were naked : and when they had clothed and shod them, and 
refreshed them with meat and drink, and anointed them because 
of their labour, and had taken care of them, they set such of 

♦ Rasin, who reigned at Damascus. 

t Sometimes called Pekah. He was king of Israel. 
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them ftd could not walk, and were feeble, upon beasts, and 
brought them, to Jericho the city of palm-trees to their brethren, 
and they returned to Samaria. 

Alliance with Assyria. — At that time king Achaz sent to 4 Kings 
the king of the Assyrians asking help. And Achaz sent mes- ^^'* ^■^®- 
sengers to Theglathphalasar king of the Assyrians, saying : I 
am thy servant, and thy son : come up, and save me out of the 
hand of the king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king of 
Israel, who are risen up together against me. And when he 
had gathered together the silver and gold that could be found 
in the house of the Lord, and in the king's treasures, he sent it 
for a present to the king of the Assyrians. And he agreed to 
his desire : for the king of the Assyrians went up against 
Damascus, and laid it waste : and he carried away the inhabit- 
ants thereof to Gyrene, but Easin he slew.* 

And king Achaz went to Damascus to meet Theglathphalasar 
king of the Assyrians, and when he had seen the altar of Da- 
mascus, king Achaz sent to Urias the priest a pattern of it, and 
its likeness according to all the work thereof. And Urias the 
priest built an altar according to all that king Achaz had com- 
manded from Damascus, so did Urias the priest, until king 
Achaz came from Damascus. And when the king was come 
from Damascus, he saw the altar and worshipped it : and went 
up and offered holocausts, and his own sacrifice ; and offered 
libations and poured the blood of the peace-offerings which he 
had offered upon the altar. But the altar of brass that was 
before the Lord he removed from the face of the temple, and 
from the place of the altar, and from the place of the temple of 
the Lord : and he set it at the side of the altar toward the 
north. And king Achaz commanded Urias the priest, saying : 
Upon the great altar offer the morning holocaust, and the even- 
ing sacrifice, and the king's holocaust, and his sacrifice, and the 
holocaust of the whole people of the land, and their sacrifices, 
and their libations : and all the blood of the holocaust and all 
the blood of the victim thou shalt pour out upon it : but the 
altar of brass shall be ready at my pleasure. So Urias the 
priest did according to all that king Achaz had commanded him. 

And king Achaz took away the graven bases, and the laver 
that was upon them : and he took down the sea from the 
brazen oxen that held it up, and put it upon a pavement of 
stone. The Musachf also for the sabbath, which he had built 

♦ This had been foretold by the prophet Amos. 

t This is understood to mean a covert or porch in which people walked oa 
(he sabbath. Kenbick. 
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in the temple : and the king's entry from without he turned into 
the temple of the Lord, because of the king of the Assyrians. 
4 Kings ^^ ^^® twelfth year of Achaz king of Juda, Osee the son of 
XVII. 1-5. -J p „n^ Ela reigned in Samaria over Israel nine years. And 

he did evil before the Lord : but not as the kings 

of Israel that had been before him. Against him came up Ssd- 

manasar king of the Assyrians:* and Osee became his servant, and 

paid him tribute. And when the king of the Assyrians found 

that Osee endeavouring to rebel had sent messengers to Sua the 

king of Egypt, that he might not pay tribute to the king of the 

Assyrians, as he had done every year, he besieged him, bound 

him, and cast him into prison. And he went through all the 

land : and going up to Samaria, he besieged it three years. 

2 Par. Now the rest of the acts of Achaz which he did, are they 

^*V"n' ^^* written in the book of the words of the days of the kings 

* of Juda 1 And Achaz slept with his fathers, and was buried 

with them in the city of David, and Ezechias his son reigned in 

his stead. 

SECT, XCIIL EZECniAS' REION. THE CAPTIVITY. OF ISRAEL. ' 

4 Kings Ezechias. — ^Ezechias was five and twenty years old when he 
XVIII. 1-7. „ ^ began to reign : and he reigned nine and twenty 

15.U. 7^0. y^^^g .j^ Jerusalem : the name of his mother was 
Abi the daughter of Zacharias. And he did that which was 
good before the Lord, according to all that David his father had 
done. He destroyed the high places, and broke the statues in 
pieces, and cut down the groves, and broke the brazen serpent 
which Moses had made : for till that time the children of Israel 
burnt incense to it : and he called its name Nohestan.f Ho 
trusted in the Lord the God of Israel : so that after him there 
was none like him among all the kings of Juda, nor any of 
them that were before him. And he stuck to the Lord, and 
departed not from His steps, but kept His commandments, 
which the Lord commanded Moses. Wherefore the Lord also 
was with him ; and in all things to which he went forth he 
behaved himself wisely. And he rebelled against the king of 
the Assyrians, and served him not. 
4 Kings Captivity of Israel. — And in the ninth year of Osee, J the 
XVII. 6-33. j^jjjg Qf ^Ijq Assyrians took Samaria, and carried 

* * ' Israel away to Assyria : and he placed them in 

* Salmanasar had succeeded Theglathphalasar. 

f That is, their brass^ or a litth brass. So he caUed it in contempt., because 
they had made an idol of it. 

} Osee had, however, been already taken captive. 
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Hala and Habor by the river of Gozan, in the cities of the 
Medes. For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned 
against the Lord their God, who brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharao king of Egypt, and 
they worshipped strange gods. And they walked according to 
the way of the nations which the Lord had destroyed in the 
sight of the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel : 
because they had done in like manner. And the children of 
Israel offended the Lord their God with things that were not 
right : and built them high places in aU their cities, from the 
tower of the watchmen to their fenced city. And they made 
them statues and groves on every high hill and under every 
shady tree : and they burnt incense there upon altars after the 
manner of the nations which the Lord had removed from their 
face : and they did wicked things, provoking the Lord. And 
they worshipped abominations, concerning which the Lord had 
commanded them that they should not do this thing. And the 
Lord testified to them in Israel and in Juda by the hand of all 
the prophets and seers, saying : Eetum from your wicked ways, 
and keep My precepts and ceremonies according to all the law 
which I commanded your fathers : and as I have sent to you in 
the hand of My servants the prophets. And they hearkened 
not, but hardened their necks like to the neck of their fathers, 
who would not obey the Lord their God. And they rejected 
His ordinances and the covenant that He made with their fathers, 
and the testimonies which He testified against them : and they 
followed vanities, and acted vainly, and they followed the 
nations that were round about them, concerning which the 
Lord had commanded them that thqy should not do as tliey 
did. And they forsook all the precepts of the Lord their God : 
and made to themselves two molten calves, and groves, and 
adored all the host of heaven : and they served Baal, and 
consecrated their sons and their daughters through fire : and 
they gave themselves to divinations and soothsayiugs : and 
they delivered themselves up to do evil before the Lord, to pro- 
voke Him. And the Lord was very angry with Israel, and 
removed them from His sight, and there remained only the 
tribe of Juda. 'But neither did Juda itself keep the command- 
ments of the Lord their God : but they walked in the errors of 
Israel, which they had wrought. And the Lord cast off all the 
seed of Israel, and afflicted them and delivered them into the 
hand of spoilers, till He cast them away from His face : even 
from that time, when Israel was rent from the house of David, 
uid made Jeroboam son of I^abat their king : for Jeroboam 
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separated Israel from the Lord, and made them commit a gieat 
sin. And the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jero- 
boam, which he had done : and they departed not from them, 
till the Lord removed Israel from His face, as He had spoken 
in the hand of all His servants the prophets : and Israel was 
carried away out of their land to Assyria, unto this day. 

And the king of the Assyrians brought people from Babylon, 
and from Cutha, and from Avah, and from Emath, and from 
Sepharvaim : and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead 
of the children of Israel : and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt 
in the cities thereof. And when they began to dwell there, they 
feared not the Lord : and the Lord sent lions among them, which 
killed them. 

And it was told the king of the Assyrians, and it was said : 
The nations which thou hast removed, and made to dwell in the 
cities of Samaria, know not the ordinances of the God of the 
land : and the Lord hath sent lions among them : and behold 
they kill them, because they know not the manner of the God 
of the land. And the king of the Assyrians commanded, say- 
ing : Carry thither one of the priests whom you brought from 
thence captive, and let him go, and dwell with them : and let 
him teach them the ordinances of the God of the land. So one 
of the priests, who had been carried away captive from Samaria, 
came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they should 
worship the Lord. And every nation made gods of their own, 
and put them in the temples of the high places, which the 
Samaritans had made, every nation in their cities where they 
dwelt. For the men of Babylon made Sochothbenoth : and the 
Cuthites made Nergel : and the men of Emath made Asima : 
and the Hevites made Nebahaz and Tharthac. And they that 
were of Sepharvaim burnt their children in fire, to Adramelech 
and Anamelech the gods of Sepharvaim : and nevertheless 
they worshipped the Lord. And they made to themselves, of 
the lowest of the people, priests of the high places, and they 
placed them in the temples of the high places. And when 
they worshipped the Lord, they served also their own gods 
according to the custom of the nations out of which they were 
brought to Samaria. 

NOTE ON THE KINGDOM OF ISBAEL. 

The kingdom of Israel lasted from the reign of Jeroboam to the 
captivity, 255 years. Daring this time it had been governed by 19 
kings, many of whom seized the kingdom by violence, and reigned 
a very short time. None of them were good men, but Jehu and the 
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last king Osee were the best. The captives never returned, so as to 
establish themselves again in Palestine, bnt were dispersed among 
the nations, and thus the ten tribes are said to have been ^ lost/ The 
mixed people who lived in Samaria and the country about it were 
from that time called Samaritans. The people of the kingdom of 
Juda, called Ax>m this Jewa^ hated them, and would have no deal- 
ings with them, because they mixed up the worship of God with 
idolatry, and they in turn hated the Jews. 



SMCT, xcrr. the king of Assyria invades juda. the destruction 

OF HIS ARMY. 

The King of Assyria attacks Juda. — ^After these things 2 Paz; 
and events, Sennacherib king of the Assyrians came and entered xxxii. 1-8. 
into Juda, and besieged the fenced cities, desiring to take them. 
And when Ezechias saw that Sennacherib was come, and that 
the whole force of the war was turning against Jerusalem, he 
took counsel with the princes and the most valiant men, to stop 
up the heads of the springs that were without the city : and as 
they were. all of this mind, he gathered together a very great 
multitude, and they stopped up all the springs and the brook 
that ran through the midst of the land, saying : Lest the kings 
of the Assyrians should come, and find abundance of water. 
He built up also with great diligence all the wall that had been 
broken down, and built towers upon it, and another wall with- 
out : and he repaired Mello in the city of David, and made all 
sorts of arms and shields : and he appointed captains of the 
soldiers of the army : and he called them all together in the street 
of the gate of the city, and spoke to their heart, saying : Behave 
like men, and take courage : be not afraid nor dismayed for the 
king of the Assyrians, nor for all the multitude that is with 
him : for there are many more with us than with him. Fov 
with him is an arm of flesh : with us the Lord our God, Who 
is our helper, and fighteth for us. And the people were encouT' 
aged with these words of Ezechias king of Juda. 

In the fourteenth year of king Ezechias, Sennacherib king 4 Kings 
of the Assyrians came up against the fenced cities of Juda, and xvin. 
took them. • Then Ezechias king of Juda sent messengers to the ^^'°'* 
king of the Assyrians to Lachis, saying : I have offended ; depart 
from me, and all that thou shalt put upon me I will bear. 
And the king of the Assyrians put a tax upon Ezechias king of 
Juda, of three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of 
gold. And Ezechias gave all the silver that was found in the 
house of the Lord and in the king's treasures. At that time 
Ezechias broke the doors of the temple of the Lord, and the 
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platos of gold which he had fastened on them, and gave them 
to the king of the Assyrians. 

And the king of the Assyrians sent Tharthan and Eabsaris, 
and Kabshakeh from Lachis to king Ezechias with a strong 
army to Jerusalem : and they went up and came to Jerusalem, 
and they stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is in 
the way of the fuller's field.* And they called for the king : 
and there went out to them Eliacim the son of Helcias who was 
over the house, and Sobna the scribe, and Joahe the son of 
Asaph the recorder. 

Speech of Babshakeh. — And Eabshakeh said to them: 
Speak to Ezechias : Thus saith the great king, the king of tho 
Assyrians : What is this conGdence, wherein thou trustest? 
Perhaps thou hast taken counsel, to prepare thyself for battle. 
On whom dost thou trust, that thou darest to rebel ? Dost thou 
trust in Egypt, a staff of a broken reed, upon which if a man 
lean, it will break and go into his hand, and pierce it ? so is 
Pharao king of Egypt, to all that trust in him. But if you say 
to me : We trust in the Lord our God : is it not He whose high 
places and altars Ezechias hath taken away : and hath com- 
manded Juda and Jerusalem: You shall worship before this 
altar in Jerusalem ? !Now therefore come over to my master the 
king of the Assyrians, and I will give you two thousand horses, 
and see whether you be able to have riders for them. And how 
can you stand against one lord of the least of my master's ser- 
vants? Dost thou trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen 1 
Is it without the will of the Lord that I am come up to this 
place to destroy it ? The Lord said to me : Go up to this land 
and destroy it. 

Then Eliacim the son of Helcias, and Sobna, and Joahe said 
to Eabshakeh : We pray thee speak to us thy servants in Syriac, 
for we understand that tongue : and speak not to us in the Jews* 
language, in the hearing of the people that are upon the wall. 

And Eabshakeh answered them, saying : Hath tqj master 
sent me to thy master and to thee, to speak these words, and 
not rather to the men that sit upon the wall, that they may eat 
their own dung . . . with you?t Then Eabshakeh stood, and 
cried out with a loud voice in the Jews' language, and said : 
Hear the words of the great king, the king of the Assyrians. 
Thus saith the king : Let not Ezechias deceive you : for he shall 

* Notwithstanding the vast sums paid to secuie peace the king of Assyria 
carried on war. 

t He tries to frighten them by picturing to them the dreadful eztremitiet 
of famine they would Buffer. 
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not be able to deliver you out of my hand. ^Neither let him 
make you trust in the Lord, saying: The Lord will surely 
deliver us, and this city shall not be given into the hand of the 
king of the Assyrians. Do not hearken to Ezechias. For thus 
saith the king of the Assyrians : Do with me that wliich is for 
your advantage, and come out to me : and every man of you 
shall eat of his own vineyard and of his own fig- tree : and you 
shall drink water of your own cisterns, till I come and take you 
away to a land, like to your own land, a fruitful land, and 
plentiful in wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olives 
and oil and honey, and you shall live and not die. Hearken 
not to Ezechias, who deceiveth you, saying: The Lord will 
deliver us. Have any of the gods of the nations delivered their 
land from the hand of the king of Assyria ? Where is the god 
of Emath and of Arphad] where is the god of Sepharvaim, of 
Ana, and of Ava 1 have they delivered Samaria out of my hand ? 
Who are they among all the gods of the nations that have 
delivered their country out of my hand, that the Lord may 
deliver Jerusalem out of my hand ? 

But the people held their peace, and answered him not a 
word : for they had received commandment from the king that 
they should not answer him. And Eliacim the son of Helcias, 
who was over the house, and Sobna the scribe, and Joahe the 
son of Asaph the recorder, came to Ezechias, with their garments 
rent, and told him the words of Eabshakeh. 

Ezechias and Isaias. — And when king Ezechias heard these 4 Kings 
words, he rent his garments, and covered himself with sackcloth, xix. 1-37. 
and went into the house of the Lord. And he sent Eliacim, 
who was over the house, and Sobna the scribe, and the ancients 
of the priests covered with sackcloth, to Isaias the prophet the 
son of Amos, and they said to him : Thus saith Ezechias : This 
day is a day of tribulation, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy : 
the children are come to the birtli, and the woman in travail 
hath not strength. It may be the Lord thy God will hear all 
the words of Rabshakeb, whom the king of the Assyrians his 
master hath sent to reproach the living God, and to reprove 
with words which the Lord thy God hath heard : and do thou 
offer prayer for the remnants that are found. So the servants 
of king Ezechias came to Isaias. 

And Isaias said to them : Thus shall you say to your master : 
Thus saith the Lord : Be not afraid for the words which thou 
hast heard, with which the servants of the king of the Assyrians 
have blasphemed Me. Behold I will send a spirit upon him, 
and he shall hear a message, and shall letum \ii\>Q Yi\& Q'^i^. 
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country, and I will make him fall by the sword in his own 
country. 

And Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of the Assyrians 
besieging Lobna : for he had heard that he was departed from 
Lachis. And when he heard of Theraca king of Ethiopia : Be- 
hold, he is come out to fight with thee : and was going against 
him, he sent messengers to Ezechias, saying: Thus shall you 
say to Ezechias king of Juda : Let not thy God deceive thee, 
in whom thou trustest : and do not say : Jerusalem shall not be 
delivered into the hands of the king of the Assjrrians. Behold 
thou hast heard what the kings of the Assyrians have done to 
all countries, how they have laid them waste : and canst thou 
alone be delivered ? Have the gods of the nations delivered any 
of them whom my fathers have destroyed, to wit, Gozan, and 
Haran, and Reseph, and the children of Eden, that were in 
Thelassarl Where is the king of Emath and the king of 
Arphad and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Ana and of 
Ava? 

Prayer of Ezechias. — And when Ezechias had received the 
letter of the hand of the messengers, and had read it, he went 
up to the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord, and 
he prayed in His sight, saying : Lord God of Israel, who sitteth 
upon the cherubim, Thou alone art the God of all the kings of 
the earth : Thou madest heaven and earth : incline Thy ear, and 
hear : open, O Lord, Thy eyes, and see : and hear all the words 
of Sennacherib, who hath sent to upbraid the living God. Of 
a truth, Lord, the kings of the Assyrians have destroyed 
nations, and the ]?T\ds of them all. And they have cast their 
gods into the fire : for they were not gods, but the works of 
men's hands of wood and stone, and they destroyed them. Now 
therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that Thou art the Lord the 
only God. 

And Isaias the son of Amos sent to Ezechias, saying : Thus 
uaith the Lord the God of Israel : I have heard the prayer thou 
hast made to Me concerning Sennacherib king of the Assyrians. 
This is the word that the Lord hath spoken of him : The virgin 
the daughter of Sion hath despised thee, and laughed thee to 
scorn ; the daughter of Jerusalem hath wagged her head behind 
thy back. Whom hast thou reproached, and whom hast thou 
blasphemed? against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and 
lifted up thy eyes on high ? against the Holy One of Israel. By 
the hand of thy servants thou hast reproached the Lord, and 
oast said : With the multitude of my chariots I have gone up 
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to the height of the monntaius, to the top of Libanns, and have 
cut down its tall cedars and its choice fir-trees. And I have 
entered into the farthest parts thereof, and the forest of its 
CanneL* I have cut down, and I have drunk strange waters, 
and have dried up with the soles of my feet all the shut-up 
waters. 

Hast thou not heard what I have done from the beginning If 
from the days of old I have formed it, and now I have brought 
it to effect, that fenced cities of fighting men should be turned 
to heaps of ruin. And the inhabitants of them were weak of 
hand, they trembled and were confounded, they became like the 
grass of the field, and the green herb on the tops of houses, 
which withered before it came to maturity. Thy dwelling, and 
thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy way I knew before, 
and thy rage against Me. Thou hast been mad against Me, and 
thy pride hath come up to My ears : therefore I will put a ring 
in thy nose, and a bit between thy lips, and I will turn thee 
back by the way by which thou earnest. 

And to thee, Ezechias, this shall be a sign : Eat this year 
what thou shalt find : and in the second year, such things as 
spring of themselves : but in the third year sow and reap : plant 
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. And whatsoever shall be 
left of the house of Juda shall take root downward, and bear 
fruit upward. For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, 
and that which shall be saved out of mount Sion : the zeal of 
the Lord of hosts shall do this. 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of the 
Assyrians : He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow 
into it, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a trench about 
it. By the way that he came he shall return : and into this 
city he shall not come, saith the Lord. And I will protect this 
city, and will save it for My own sake, and for David My ser- 
vant's sake. 

Destruction of Sennacherib's Army. — ^And it came to pass 
that night, that an angel of the Lord came, and slew in the camp 
of the Assyrians a hundred and eighty-five thousand. And 
when he arose early in the morning, he saw all the bodies of the 
dead. 

♦ A pleasant fruitful hill in the forest. These expressions are figurative, 
signifying, under the names of mountains and forests, the kings and provinces 
whom* the Assyrians had triumphed over. 

+ This is the answer of God : All thy exploits, in which thou takest pride^ 
are no more than what I have decreed ; and are not to be ascribed to thy wis- 
dom ot strength, but to My will and ordinance; who have given to thee to take 
and destroy so many fenced cities, and to carry terror wherever thou comest. 
DouAT Bible. 
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And Sennacherib king of the Assyrians departing went away, 
and he returned and abode in Ninive. And as he was worship- 
ping in the temple of Nesroch his god, Adramelech and Sarasar 
his sons slew him with the sword, and they fled into the land 
of the Armenians, and Asarhaddon his son reigned in his stead. 

SECT. XCr. EZECHIASf ILLS ESS AND RECOVERY, 

^ Kings Sickness of Ezechias. — In those days Ezechias was sick unto 
^•21. death : and Isaias the son of Amos the prophet came and said 
to him : Thus saith the Lord God : . Give charge concerning thy 
house, for thou shalt die and not live. And he turned his face 
to the wall, and prayed to the Lord, saying : I beseech Thee, 
Lord, remember how I have walked before Thee in truth, and 
with a perfect heart, and have done that which is pleasing 
before Thee. And Ezechias wept with much weeping. 

And before Isaias was gone out of the middle of the court, 
the word of the Lord came to him, saying : Go back, and tell 
Ezechias the captain of My people : Thus saith the Lord the 
God of David thy father : I have heard thy prayer, and I have 
seen thy tears, and behold I have healed thee : on the third 
day thou shalt go up to the temple of the Lord, and I will add 
to thy days fifteen years : and I will deliver thee and this city 
out of the hand of the king of the Assyrians, and I will protect 
this city for My own sake, and for David My servant's sake.* And 
Isaias said : Bring me a lump of figs. And when they had 
brought it, and laid it upon his boil, he was healed. 

And Ezechias had said to Isaias : What shall be the sign 
that the Lord will heal me, and that I shall go up to the temple 
of the Lord the third day 1 And Isaias said to him : This shall 
bo the sign from the Lord, that the Lord will do the word which 
He hath spoken : Wilt thou that the shadow go forward ten 
lines, or that it go back so many degrees ? And Ezechias said : 
It is an easy matter for the shadow to go forward ten lines ; and 
I do not desire that this be done, but let it return back ten 
degrees. And Isaias the prophet called upon the Lord, and He 
brought the shadow ten degrees backwards by the lines, by which 
it had already gone down in the dial of Achaz.f 

Ezechias and Berodach Baladan. — At that time Berodach 
Baladau, the son of Baladan king of the Babylonians, sent letters 

* This illness probably took place while the Assyrians were still besieging 
Jerusalem. 

f According to some interpreters this miracle consisted in the shadow going 
back on the dial, without any change in the movement of the world or the sun* 
Kenkick. 
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and presents to Ezechias : for he had heard that Ezechias had been 
sick. And Ezechias rejoiced at their coming, and he showed 
them the house of his aromatical spices, and the gold and the 
silver, and divers precious odours and ointments, and the house 
of his vessels, and all that he had in his treasures. There was 
nothing in his house, nor in all his dominions; that Ezechias 
showed them not. 

And Isaias the prophet came to king Ezechias, and said to 
him : What said these men 1 or from whence came they to thee ? 
And Ezechias said to him : From a far country they came to me, 
out of Babylon. And he said : What did they see in thy house ? 
Ezechias said : They saw all the things that are in my house : 
there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shown 
them. And Isaias said to Ezechias : Hear the word of the Lord : 
Behold the days shall come, that all that is in thy house, and 
that thy ffithers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be car- 
ried into Babylon : nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. And 
of thy sons also that shall issue from thee, whom thou shalt 
beget, they shall take away, and they shall be eunuchs in the 
pdiace of the king of Babylon. Ezechias said to Isaias : The 
word of the Lord, which thou hast spoken, is good : let peace 
and truth be in my days. 

And the rest of the acts of Ezechias, and all his might, and 
how he made a pool, and a conduit, and brought waters into the 
city, are they not written in the book of the words of the days 
of the kings of Juda ? And Ezechias slept with his fathers, and 
Manasses his son reigned in his stead. 

BECT, XCVI. THE REIGNS OP MANASSES AND AMON. 

Manasses. — Manasses was twelve years old when he began 2 Par. 
to reign, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerasalem. •» n goo f^"** 
And he did evil before the Lord, according to all the * ' * ~ ' 
abominations of the nations which the Lord cast out before the 
children of Israel. And he turned and built again the high places 
which Ezechias his father had destroyed : and he built altars to 
Baalim, and made groves, and he adored all the host of heaven, 
nnd worshipped them. He built also altars in the house of the 
Lord, whereof the Lord had said : In Jerusalem shall My name 
be for ever. And he built them for all the host of heaven in 
the" two courts of the house of the Lord. And he made his sons 
to pass through the fire in the valley of Benennom : he observed 
dreams, followed divinations, gave himself up to magic arts, had 
with him magicians and enchanters : and he wrought many ^^il^ 
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before tbe Lord, to provoke Him to anger. He set also a graven 
and a molten statue in the house of God, of •which God had said 
to David, and to Solomon his son : In this house, and in Jeru- 
salem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, will 
I put My name for ever. And I will not make the foot of 
Israel to be removed out of the land which I have delivered to 
their fathers : yet so if they will take heed to do what I have 
commanded them, and all the law, and the ceremonies, and 
judgments by the hand of Moses. So Manasses seduced Juda 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do evil beyond all the 
nations, which the Lord had destroyed before the face of the 
children of Israel. 

4 Kings And the Lord spoke by the hand of His servants the pro- 
XXI. 10-16. phets, saying : Because Manasses king of Juda hath done these 
most wicked abominations, beyond all that the Amorrhites did 
before him, and hath made Juda also to sin with -his filthy 
doings : therefore thus saith the Lord the God of Israel : Behold 
I will bring evils upon Jerusalem and Juda : that whosoever 
shall hear of them, both his ears shall tingle. And I will stretch 
over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the weight of the house 
of Achab ; and I will efface Jerusalem, as tables are wont to be 
effaced, and I will erase and turn it, and draw the pencil often 
over the face thereof And I will leave the remnants of My 
inheritance, and will deliver them into the hands of their 
enemies : and they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their 
enemies, because they have done evil before Me, and have 
continued to provoke Me, from the day that their fathers came 
out of Egypt, even unto this day. 

Moreover Manasses shed also very much innocent blood, till 
he filled Jerusalem up to the mouth : besides his sins, where- 
with he made Juda to sin, to do evil before the Lord. 
2 Par. And the Lord spoke to him, and to his people, and they would 

^10^25* ^^^ hearken. Therefore He brought upon them the captains of the 
* army of the king of the Assyrians : and they took Manasses, 
and carried him bound with chains and fetters to Babylon.* 
And after that he was in distress, he prayed to the Lord his 
God : and did penance exceedingly before the God of his fathers. 
And he entreated Him and besought Him earnestly: and 
He heard his prayer, and brought him again to Jerusalem into 
his kingdom, and Manasses knew that the Lord was God. 

After this he built a wall without the city of David, on the 
west side of Gihon in the valley, from the entering in of the fish 

* It is thought that ihe events narrated in the book of Judith took place 
while Manasses was at Babylon, 
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rate round aboat to Ophel, and raised it up to a great height : 
md he appointed captains of the army in all the fenced cities of 
Fuda : and he took away the strange gods, and the idol out of 
he house of the Lord : the altars also which he had made in 
he mount of the house of the Lord, and in Jerusalem, and he 
;ast them all out of the city. And he repaired the altar of the 
Lord, and sacrificed upon it victims, and peace- offerings, and 
Draise : and he commanded Juda to serve the Lord the God of 
israel. ^Nevertheless the people still sacrificed in the high places 
:o the Lord their God. 

But the rest of the acts of Manasses, and his prayer to his 
jlod, and the words of the seers that spoke to him in the name 
)f the Lord the God of Israel, are contained in the words of the 
dng8 of Israel. His prayer also, and his being heard, and all his 
•ins, and contempt, and the places wherein he built high places, 
ind set up groves and statues before he did penance, are written 
n the words of Hozai. And Manasses slept with his fathers, 
md they buried him in his house : and his son Amon reigned 
n his stead. 

Amon. — ^Amon was two and twenty years old when he began 
;o reign, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem, -n n caq 
^nd he did evil in the sight of the Lord, as Manasses * * 
lis father had done : and he sacrificed to all the idols which 
Vianasses his father had made, and served them. And he did 
lot humble himself before the Lord, as Manasses his father had 
lumbled himself, but committed far greater sins. And his ser- 
irants conspired against him, and slew him in his own house. 
But the rest of the multitude of the people slew them that had 
killed Amon, and made Josias his son king in his stead. 

SECT, XCVII, THE REIGN OF JOSIAS. HE RESTORES THE WORSHIP OF 

GOD, 

Josias. — Josias was eight years old when he began to reign, 2 Par. 
and he reigned one and thirty years in Jerusalem, -n n /»qq ?^^'^* 
And he did that which was right in the sight of the ^•^* ^^^' ^'^^' 
Lord, and walked in the ways of David his father : he declined 
not, neither to the right hand nor to the left. 

And in the eighth year of his reign, when he was yet a boy, 
lie began to seek the God of his father David : and in the twelfth 
year after he began to reign he cleansed Juda and Jerusalem 
from the high places, and the groves, and the idols, and the 
graven things. And they broke down before him the altars of 
Baalim, and demolished the idols that had been set upon them : 
and he cut down the groves and the graven things, and broke 
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them in pieces : and strewed the fragments upon the giaTOB of 
them that had sacrificed to them. And he burnt the bones of 
the priests on the altars of the idols, and he cleansed Jnda and 
Jerusalem. And in the cities of Manasses, and of £phraim, and 
of Simeon, even to Nephthali, he demolished alL* And when 
he had destroyed the altars and the groves, and had broken tbe 
idols in pieces, and had demolished all profane temples throQgli* 
out all the land of Israel, he returned to Jerusalem. 

Now in the eighteenth year of lus reign, when he had 
cleansed the land and the temple of the Lord, he sent Saphan 
the son of Eselias, and Maasias the governor of the city, Joba 
the son of Joachaz the recorder, to repair the house of the Lord 
his God. And they came to Helcias the high priest: and 
received of him the money which had been brought into the 
house of the Lord, and which the Levites and porters had 
gathered together from Manasses, and Ephraim, and all the 
remnant of Israel, and from all Juda, and Benjamin, and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, which they delivered into the hands 
of them that were over the workmen in the house of the Ltwd, 
to repair the temple, and mend all that was weak. But thej 
gave it to the artificers and to the masons to buy stones out of 
the quarries, and timber for the couplings of the building, and 
to rafter the houses, which the kings of Juda had destroyed. 
And they did all faithfully. Now the overseers of the workmoi 
were Jahath and Abdias of the sons of Merari, Zacharias and 
Mosollam of the sons of Caath, who hastened the work : all 
Levites skilful to play on instruments. But over them that 
carried burdens for divers uses were scribes, and masters of the 
number of the Levites, and porters. 

The Book of the Law. — Now when they carried out the 
money that had been brought into the temple of the Lord, 
Helcias the priest found the book of the law of the Lord, by the 
hand of Moses, f And he said to Saphan the scribe : I have 
found the book of the law in the house of the Lord : and he 
delivered it to him. But he carried the book to the king, and 
told him, saying : Lo, all that thou hast committed to thy ser- 
vants is accomplishei They have gathered together the silver 
that was found in the house of the Lord : and it is given to the 
overseers of the artificers and of the workmen, for divers works. 
Moreover Helcias the priest gave me this book. And he read 
it before the king. And when he had heard the words of the 

* After the Assyrian captivity the anthority of the kings of Jnda seems to 
hare been recognised in the kingdom of Israel, 
t Probably the autograph of Moses. Kenbick. 
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w he rent his garments: and he commanded Helcias, and 
hicam the son of Saphan, and Abdon the son of Micba, and 
iphan the scribe, and Asaa the king's servant, saying : Go and 
■ay to the Lord for me, and for the remnant of Israel and 
ida^ concerning all the words of this book which is foand : for 
le great wrath of the Lord hath fallen upon us, because our 
thers have not kept the words of the Lord, to do all things 
lat are written in this book. 

And Helcias and they that were sent with him by the king 
ent to Holda the prophetess, the wife of Sellnm the son of 
hecnath, the son of Hasra, keeper of the wardrobe : who dwelt 
I Jerusalem in the Second part : and they spoke to her the 
ords above-mentioned. And she answered them : Thus saith 
tie Lord the God of Israel : Tell the man that sent you to me : 
hus saith the Lord : Behold I will bring evils upon this place, 
nd upon the inhabitants thereof, and all the curses that are 
nitten in this book which they read before the king of Juda. 
Because they have forsaken Me, and have sacrificed to strange 
;odB, to provoke Me to wrath with all the works of their hands, 
therefore My wrath shall fall upon this place, and shall not be 
^Dched. But as to the king of Juda that sent you to beseech 
the Lord, thus shall you say to him : Thus saith t.ie Ix)rd the 
God of ^rael : Because thou hast heard the words of this book, 
md thy heart was softened, and thou hast humbled thyself in 
the sight of Grod for the things that are spoken against this 
place and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and reverencing My 
£ice, hast rent thy garments, and wept before Me : I also have 
heard thee, saith the Lord. For now I will gather thee to thy 
fitters, and thou shalt be brought to thy tomb in peace : and 
thy eyes shall not see all the evil that I will bring upon this 
place and the inhabitants thereof.* 

They therefore reported to the king all that she had said. 

And he called together all the ancients of Juda and Jerusa- 
lem. And went up to the house of the Lord, and all the men 
of Jada, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests and the 
Levites, and all the people from the least to the greatest. And 
the king read in their hearing, in the house of the Lord, all the 
words of the book. And standing up in his tribunal, he made 
^covenant before the Lord to walk after Kim, and keep Uis 
commandments, and testimonies, and justifications with all his 
heart and with all his soul, and to do the things tliat were 
written in that book which he had read. And he adjured all 

* He was to end his days before these calaoiities fell on his kingdom. 



334 THE KINGS. 

that were found in Jerusalem and Benjamin i6 do the same : 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant 
of the Lord the God of their fathers. And Josias took away 
all the abominations out of all the countries of the children of 
Israel :♦ and made all that were left in Israel to serve the Lord 
their God. ,As long as he lived they departed not from the 
Lord the God of their fathers. 
2 Par. Josias keeps the Passover. — And Josias kept a passovei 
*^^^^' ^'^* to the Lord in Jerusalem, and it was sacrificed on the fourteenth 
day of the first month. And he set the priests in their offices, 
and exhorted them to minister in the house of the Lord. And 
he spoke to the Levites, by whose instruction all Israel was 
sanctified to the Lord, saying : Put the ark in the sanctuary of 
the temple, which Solomon the son of David king of Israel 
built : for you shall carry it no more : but minister now to the 
Lord your God, and to His people Israel. And prepare your- 
selves by your houses and families according to your courses, as 
David king of Israel commanded, and Solomon his son hath 
written. And serve ye in the sanctuary by the families and 
companies of Levi. Aiid being sanctified kill the passover, and 
prepare your brethren, that they may do according to the words 
which the Lord spoke by the hand of Moses. 
2 Par. So all the service of the Lord was duly accomplished that 
*^p day, both in keeping the passover, and offering holocausts upon 
' the altar of the Lord, according to the commandment of Wng 
Josias. And the children of Israel that were found there kept 
the passover at that time, and the feast of unleavened bread 
seven days. There was no passover like to this in Israel, from the 
days of Samuel the prophet: neither did any of all the kings of 
Israel keep such a passover as Josias kept, with the priests and 
the Levites, and all Juda and Israel that were found, and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. In the eighteenth year of the reign 
of Josias was this passover celebrated, 

Josias and Pharao Nechao. — After that Josias had repaired 
the temple, Nechao king of Egypt came up to fight in Char- 
camis by the Euphrates : and Josias went out to meet him. 
But he sent messengers to him, saying : What have I to do 
with thee, king of Juda ? I come not against thee this day, 
but I fight against another house, to which God hath com- 
manded me to go in haste : forbear to act against God, who is 
with me, lest He kill thee. Josias would not return, but pre- 

• It had been prophesied of Josias 340 years before that he should destroy 
the images and defile the high places. 3 Kings xiii. — Josias is also spoken of in 
the book of Ecclesiasticus (chap. xlix. ) as one of three most perfect kings •f Jad» 
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paired to £ght against him, and hearkened not to the words 
of N^hao from the month of God, hut went to fight in the 
field of Mageddo. And there he was wounded hy the archers, 
and he said to his servants: Carry me out of the hattle, for I am 
grievously wounded. And they removed him from the chariot 
into another, that followed him after the manner of kings, and 
they carried him away to Jerusalem : and he died, and was 
huried in the monument of his fathers, and all Juda and Jeru- 
salem mourned for him. Particularly Jeremias ;* whose la* 
mentations for Josias all the singing men and singing women 
repeat unto this day, and it hecame like a law in Israel : Behold 
it is found written in the Lamentations. 

Now the rest of the acts of Josias, and of his mercies, 
according to what was commanded hy the law of the Lord, and 
his works first and last^ are written in the hook of the kings of 
Juda and IsraeL 

SECT, XCVUL JOACHAZ SUCCEEDS HIS FATHER JOSIAS. THE REIGNS OF 
JOAKIM AND JOACHIN, THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDA, 

Joachaz. — ^And the people of the land took Joachaz the son 4 Kings 
of Josias : and they anointed him,t and made him t* p /»<n xxiii. 
king in his father's stead. Joachaz was three and • • o u. 30-37. 
twenty years old when he hegan to reign, and he reigned three 
months in Jerusalem : the name of his mother was Amital, the 
daughter of Jeremias of Lobna. And he did evil before the 
Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. And Pharao 
Nechao bound him at Eebla, which is in the land of Emath, 
that he should not reign in Jerusalem : and ho set a fine upon 
the land, of a hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. 

Joakim. — And Pharao Nechao made Eliacim the son of 
Josias king in the room of Josias his father : and •» n ^qq 
turned his name to Joakim. And he took Joachaz ' * 
away and carried him into Egypt, and ho died there. And 
Joakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharao, after he had 

* The propbetfl Jeremias and Sophonios lived in his reign. The fomrier is 
thought to refer to Josias, where he says : The breath of our mouthy Christ the 
Lord, is taken in our sins. Lam. iv. Christ meaning the Lord^s Anointed One. 
In its spiritual sense it would refer to our Lord. 

+ Joachaz was also called Sellum or Shallum. He was the fourth son of 
Josias. Jeremias prophesied his fall. He says : Weep not for him that is dead 
(that is king Josias), nor bemoan him with your tears : lament him thai goeih 
away, for he shall return no more, n.or see his native country. For thus saith 
the Lmrd to SeUwn the son of Josias th^ king of Juda, who reigned instead of 
hisfaiher^ who wenni forth out of this place : He shall return hither no more : 
but in thepliice, to which I have removed him, there shatl he die, and he ehall 
not tee ^ land amy more. Chap. xxii. 
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taxed the land for every man, to contribute according to the 
commandment of Pharao : and he exacted both the sUver and 
the gold of the people of the land, of every man according to his 
ability, to giro to Pharao Nechao. Joakim was five and twenty 
years old when he began to reign:* and he reigned eleven yean 
in Jerusalem : the name of his mother was Zebida the daughter 
of Phadaia of Euma. And he did evil before the Lord according 
to all that his fathers had done. 
4 Kings In his days Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon came up, and 
I XIV. 1-17. Joakim became his servant three years : then again he rebelled 
against him. And the Lord sent against him the rovers of the 
Chaldees, and the rovers of Syria, and the rovers of Moab, and 
the rovers of the children of Ammon : and He sent them against 
Jiida, to destroy it, according to the word of the Lord, which 
He had spoken by His servants the prophets. And this came 
by the word of the Lord against Juda, to remove them firom be- 
fore Him, for all the sins of Manasses which he did, and for 
the innocent blood that he shed, filling Jerusalem with innocent 
blood, and therefore the Lord would not be appeased. But the 
rest of the acts of Joakim, and all that he did, are they not 
written in the book of the words of the days of the kings of 
Juda 1 And Joakim slept with his fathers. 

Joachin. — And Joachin his son reigned in his steadL And 

B C /5Q8 *^® ^^"^ ^^ -^gyP* came not again any more out of 

* his own country : for the king of Babylon had taken 

all that had belonged to the king of Egypt, from the river of 

Egypt unto the river Euphrates. Joachin was eighteen years oldt 

♦ The history of Joakim, also called Jehoiakim, is given verj- briefly here, 
. but there is a great deal about him in the book of the prophet Jeremias, who 
lived through his reign. He rebuked him (chap, xxii.) for his luxury and op* 
pressioii of the poor, and predicted the taking of the city by the king of Babyloo, 
and the fate of the king. Nabuchodonosur came up in the fourth year of hii 
reign, and after defeating him, put bini in chains to carry him away to Babylon, 
but afterwards relented, and left him in his kingdom. This is the first cap- 
tivity, or beginning of the seventy years. It was then that Daniel was carried 
away, and the sacred vessels of the temple. Jeremias and Baruch were left 
bchmd, and continued to warn the king and the people. But the prophets were 

5erHecuied, and their predictions treated wiih contempt (see Jer. chap, xxxvi.)- 
oakim foolishly rebelled after three years. Nabuchodonosor first sent his gene* 
rals against Jerusalem, and at last came himself, and put Joakim to dt-ath, pla- 
cing Joachin on the throne in his place. Nabuchodonosor 8e*ms at this time to 
have left Jerusalem, and gone to make an attack on Egypt. On his return, 
after three mouths, he again besieged the city ; but Joacbm, seeing that Kgypt 
had submitted, capitulated and was carried captive to Babylon, together with 
Ezecbiel and Mordechai and 10,000 more. This is called the great captivity* 
Joffchin remained in prison for many years. 

t He was associated by his father to the kingdom when he was but eigb* 
years old : but after bis father's death, when he reigned alone, he was eigfateea 
years old. 
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when he began to reign, and he reigned three months in Jeru- 
Falem : the name of his mother was Nohesta the daughter of 
Elnathan of Jerusalem. And he did evil before the Lord, ac- 
cording to all that his father had done. 

Captivity of Juda. — At that time the servants of Nabu- 
chodonosor king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the 
city was surrounded with their forts. And Nabuchodonosor 
king of Babylon came to the city with his servants to assault it. 
And Joachin king of Juda went out to the king of Babylon, he 
and his mother, and liis servants, and his nobles, and his 
ennachs : and the king of Babylon received him in the eighth 
year of his reign. And he brought out from thence all the trea- 
sures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king*s 
house : and he cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which Solo- 
mon king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord, accord- 
ing to the word of the I^ord. And he carried away all Jeru- 
salem, and all the princes, and all the valiant men of the army, 
to the number* of ten thousand, into captivity : and every arti- 
ficer and smith : and none were left but the poor sort of the 
people of the land. And he carried away Joachin into Babylon, 
and the king's mother, and the king's wives, and his eunuchs : 
and the judges of the land he carried into captivity from Jeru- 
salem into Babylon, And all the strong men, seven thousand, 
and the artificers and the smiths a thousand, all that were 
valiant men and fit for war : and the king of Babylon led them 
captives into Babylon. And he appointed Matthanias his 
uncle in his stead, and called his name Sedecias. 

SECT, XCIX, THE REIGN OF THE LAST KINO, SEDECIAS, 

Sedecias. — Sedecias* was one and twenty years old when 4 ^ingt 
he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in -nn kqo xxiv, 
Jerusalem : the name of liis mother was Amital the * * ^^"^^• 

daughter of Jeremias of Lobna. And he did evil before the 
Lord, according to all that Joakim had done. For the Lord 
was angry against Jerusalem and against Juda, till He cast them 
out from His face: and Sedecias revolted from the king of 
Babylon. 

• Also called Zedekiah. He was left as viceroy by the king of Babylon, 
and covenanted to pay him tribute. Yet, contrary to the advice of Jeremias 
and to his prophetic warn ngs of the consequences, he broke his word with 
Nabuchodonosor, and rebelled against him. Ihe laiter came with an army and 
besieged the city, which, after the siege had been prolonged for two years, with 
tcrri^e sufferings to the inhabitants, was taken. Many were put to death, and 
many were taken to Babylon. This was the third and last captivity. The book 
V f Jeremiae contftins a great deal of the history of Sedeclaai* mv^/ 
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4 Kings And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the 
XXV. 1-12. tenth month, the tenth day of the month, that 

Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon came, he and all 
his army against Jerusalem : and they surrounded it, and raised 
works round about it. And the city was shut up and besieged 
till the eleventh year of king Sedecias, the ninth day of the 
month : and a famine prevailed in the city, and there was no 
bread for the people of the land. And a breach was made into 
the city : and all the men of war fled in the night between the 
two walls in the king's garden (now the Chaldees besieged the 
city round about), and Sedecias fled by the way that leadeth to 
the plains of the wilderness. And the army of the Chaldees 
pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains of 
Jericho, and all the warriors that were with him were scattered, 
and left him. So they took the king and brought him to the 
king of Babylon to Eeblatha, and he gave judgment upon him. 
-n n KQo And ho slew the sons of Sedecias before his face, 
' ' ' and he put out his eyes, and bound him with 
chains, and brought him to Babylon. 

The Last Captivity.— In the fifth month, the seventh day 
B C 582 ^^ ^ month, that is, the nineteenth year of the 
• ' * king of Babylon, came Nabuzardan commander of 
the army, a servant of the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem. 
And he burnt the house of the Lord, and the king's house, and 
the houses of Jerusalem, and every house he burnt with fire. 
And all the army of the Chaldees, which was with the com- 
mander of the troops, broke down the walls of Jerusalem round 
about. 

And Nabuzardan the commander of the army carried away 
the rest of the people that remained in the city, and the fugi- 
tives that had gone over to the king of Babylon, and the remnant 
of the common people. But of the poor of the land he left 
some dressers of vines and husbandmen. But over the people 
XXV 22* *^*^ remained in the land of Juda, which Nabuchodonosor king 
* of Babylon had left, he gave the government to Godolias the 
son of Ahicam, the son of Saphan. 
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THE BOOK OF JUDITH. 

?he erenta of the book of Judith are generally supposed to have taken place in 
the reign of Manasses, though some place them in the time of Jehoiakim, 
and oth«»r8 after the captivity. Nabuchodonosor, the Assyrian king sent 
his general, Holofernes, with a large army to subdue the cities of S^Tia, but 
Eliachim the high priest exhorted the Jews to resist him. Holofernes was 
enraged at this, and at once laid siege to Bethulia, a city of Galilee. 
Betbulia was in great danger of being taken, and its inhabitants in their 
sore distress humbled themselves, and made earnest supplications to God 
for deliverance. In answer to their prayers, God delivered them by a 
woman of the name of Judith, who lived in that city. She was a widow, 
a person of great beauty, and still more remarkable for her piety and self- 
denying life. When all despaired, she still had confidence in God, and en- 
couraged the people to wait in hope, for that God would help them. After 
preparing herself by prayer, she decked herself in her most costly attire, 
and made her way out of the city to the Assyrian camp. Her beauty made 
her to be well received, and she was introduced to Holofernes, and lodged 
in a tent near his own. A few days after, Holofernes asked her to a ban- 
quet^ and she took the opportunity of his being asleep and overcome with 
wine to cut off his head, with which she returned to the city. While the 
Assyrians next day were in a state of confusion, and without a general, the 
inhabitants of Bethulia sallied forth and attacked them, and having de- 
feated them with great slaughter, took the spoils of their camp. 

^adith is regarded as a type of ue Blessed Virgin in her beauty and holiness, 
and in the wav she offered her own life in order to save her people. Her 
slaughter of Holofernes was typical of Mary's office in destroying sin and 
crushing the serpent's head. 

SECT. C, JUDITWB DISCOURSE TO THE ANCIENTS OF BETHULIA WHEN 
THEY WERE ABOUT TO DELIVER IT UP, 

Now it came to pass, when Juditli a widow had heard these Judith 
srords, who was the daughter of Merari, the son of Idox, the vm. 
3on of Joseph, the son of Ozias, the son of Elai, the son of 
Jamnor, the son of Gedeon, the son of Eaphaim, the son of 
Achitob, the son of Melchias, the son of Enan, the son of 
Nathanias, the son of Salathiel, the son of Simeon, the son of 
Ruben : and her husband was Manasses, who died in the time 
of the barley harvest : for he was standing over them that 
bound sheaves in the field ; and the heat came upon his head, 
and hQ died in Bethulia his own city, and was buried there with 
his fathers. And Judith his rolict was a widow now three 
years and six months. And she made herself a private chamber 
in the upper part of her house, in which she abode shut up with 
her maids; and she wore hair- cloth upon her loins, and fasted 
all the days of her life, except the sabbaths, and new moons, 
and the feasts of the house of Israel. And she was exceedingly 
beautiful, and her husband left her great riches, and very many 
servants, and large possessions of herds of oxen and flocks of 
sheep. And she was greatly renowned among all, because she 
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feared the Lord very much, neither was there any one that 
spoke an ill word of her. 

When therefore she had heard that Ozias had promised that 
he would deliver up the city after the fifth day, she sent to the 
ancients Chabri and Charmi. And they came to her, and she 
said to them : What is this word, by which Ozias hath con- 
sented to give up the city to the Assyrians, if within five dajs 
there come no aid to us ] And who are you that tempt the 
Lord] This is not a word that may draw down mercy, but 
rather that may stir up wrath and enkindle indignation. You 
have set a time lor the mercy of the Lord, and you have ap- 
pointed Him a day, according to your pleasure. But forasmuch 
as the Lord is patient, let us bo penitent for tliis same thing, 
and with many tears let us beg His pardon : for God will not 
threaten like man, nor be inflamed to anger like the son of man. 
And therefore let us humble our souls before Him, and con 
tinning in an humble spirit in His service, let us ask the Lord 
with tears, that according to His will so He would show His 
mercy to us : that as our heart is troubled by their pride, so also 
we may glory in our humility. For wo have not followed the 
sins of our fathers, who forsook their God, and worshipped 
strange gods, for which crime they were given up to their 
enemies, to the sword, and to pillage, and to confusion ; but wo 
know no other God but Him. Let us humbly wait for His con- 
solation, and the Lord our God will require our blood of the 
afflictions of our enemies, and He will humble all tho nations 
that shall rise up against us, and bring them to disgrace. And 
now, brethren, as you are the ancients among the people of God, 
and their very soul resteth upon you, comfort their hearts by 
your speech, that they may be mindful how our fathers were 
tempted that they might be proved whether they worshipped 
their God truly. They must remember how our father Abraham 
was tempted, and being proved by many tribulations, was made 
tho friend of God. So Isaac, so Jacob, so Moses, and all that 
have pleased God, passed through many tribulations, remaining 
faithful. But they that did not receive the trials with the fe^r 
of the Lord, but uttered their impatience and tho reproach of 
their murmuring against the Lord, were destroyed by the de- 
stroyer and perished by serpents. As for us, therefore, let us 
not revenge ourselves for these things which we suffer, but 
esteeming these very punishments to be less than our sins de- 
serve, leii us believe that these scourges of the Lord, with which 
like servants we are chastised, have happened for our amend- 
ment, and not for our destruction. 
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And Ozids and the ancients said to her : All things which 
thou hast spoken are true, and there is nothing to be reprehended 
in thy words. Now therefore pray for us, for thou art a holy 
woman, and one fearing God. And Judith said to them : As 
y^ou know that what I have been able to say is of God, so that 
wrhich I intend to do, prove ye if it be of God, and pray that 
Grod may strengthen my design. You shall stand at the gate 
ihis night, and I will go out with my maid-servant : and pray 
^e, that as you have said, in &ye days the Lord may look down 
ipon His people Israel. But I desire that you search not into 
vhat I am doing, and till I bring you word let nothing else bo 
lone but to pray for me to the Lord our God. And Ozias the 
jrince of Juda said to her : Go in peace, and the Lord be 
vith thee to take revenge of our enemies. So returning they 
lepartod. 

Judith's Prayer. — And when they were gone, Judith went Judith iv 
nto her oratory, and putting on hair-cloth, laid ashes on her 
lead : and falling down prostrate before the Lord, she cried to 
ihe Lord, saying : O Lord God of my father Simeon, who gavest 
lim a sword to execute vengeance against strangers who had 
leHled by their uncleanness, and uncovered the virgin unto 
confusion : and who gavest their wives to be made a prey and 
iheir daughters into captivity, and all their spoils to be divided 
;o Thy servants, who were zealous with Thy zcfil : assist, I be- 
reech Thee, Lord God, me a widow. For Thou hast done 
ihe things of old, and hast devised one thing after another : and 
rvhat Thou hast designed hath been done. For all Thy ways are 
)repared, and in Thy providence thou hast placed Thy judgments. 
Look upon the camp of the Assyrians now, as Thou wast pleased 
io look upon the camp of the Egyptians when they being 
irmed pursued after Thy servants, trusting in their chariots, and 
n their horsemen, and in a multitude of warriors. But Thou 
ookedst over their camp, and darkness wearied them. The 
leep held their feet, and the waters overwhelmed them. So 
nay it bo with these also, Lord, who trust in their multitude, 
uid in their chariots, and in their pikes, and in their shields, 
ind in their arrows, and glory in their spears, and know not 
ihat Thou art our God, who destroyest wars from the beginning, 
md the Lord is Thy name. Lift up Thy arm as from the be- 
ginning, and crush their power with Thy power : let their power 
iiall in their wrath, who promise themselves to violate Thy 
sanctuary, and defile the dwelling-place of Thy name, and to 
3eat down with their sword the horn of Thy altar. Bring to 
pass, Lord, that his pride may be cut of! with hla ovf iv «^o^. 
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Let him be caught in the net of his own eyes in my regard, and 
do Thou strike him by the graces of the words of my lips. Give 
me constancy in my mind that I may despise him, and forti- 
tude that I may overthrow him. For this will be a glorious 
monument for Thy name, when he shall fall by the hand of a 
woman. For Thy power, O Lord, is not in a multitude, nor is 
Thy pleasure in the strength of horses, nor from the beginning 
have the proud been acceptable to Thee : but the prayer of the 
humble and the meek hath always pleased Thee. O God of the 
heavens. Creator of the waters, and Lord of the whole creation, 
hear me, a poor wretch making supplication to Thee, and pre- 
suming on Thy mercy. Kemember, Lord, Thy covenant, and 
put Thou words in my mouth, and strengthen the resolution in 
my heart, that Thy house may continue in Thy holiness ; and 
all nations may acknowledge that thou ar^ God, and there is no 
other besides Thee. 



THE BOOK OF TOBIAS. 

This book takes its name from the holy man whose history it records, and who, 
together with the younger Tobias his son, composed it. Though the Jews 
do not receive it into the number of their sacred books, yet they acknow- 
ledge it as a true history. Many of the Fathers quote it as Scripture, and 
it is acknowledged as such by the Council of Trent. 

SECT. CI. EARLY HISTORY OF TOBIAS. HIS CONDUCT IN CAPTIVITY. 

Tobias i. Toblas's early History. — Tobias of the tribe and city of 
1-25. -^ g „QQ ^'ephthali (which is in the upper parts of Geiilee 

above Naasson, beyond the way that leadeth to the 
west, having on the right hand the city of Sephet), when he was 
made captive in the days of Salmanasar king of the Assyrians, 
even in his captivity forsook nob the way of truth, but every 
day gave aU he could get to his brethren his fellow-captives that 
were of his kindred. 

And when he was younger than any of the tribe of Nephthali, 
yet did he no childish thing in his work. Moreover when all 
went to the golden calves which Jeroboam king of Israel had 
made, ho alone fled the company of all, and went to Jerusalem 
to the temple of the Lord, and there adored the Lord God of 
Israel, offering faithfully all his first-fruits and his tithes, so that 
in the third year he gave all his tithes to the proselytes and 
strangers. These and such like things did he observe when but 
a hoy, according to the law of God. But when he was a man, ho 
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took to wife Anna of his own tribe, and had a son by her, wliom 
lie called after his own name ; and from his infancy he taught 
bim to fear God, and to abstain from all sin. 

In Captivity. — And when by the captivity he with his wife 
and his son and all his tribe was come to the city of Ninive* 
(when all ate of the meats of the Gentiles), he kept his soul, and 
never was defiled with their meats. And because he was mind- 
ful of the Lord with all his heart, God gave him favour in the 
sight of Salmanasar the king. And he gave him leave to go 
whithersoever he would, with liberty to do whatever he had a 
mind. He therefore went to all that were in captivity, and gave 
them wholesome admonitions. And when he was come to Rages 
a city of the Medes, and had ten talents of silver of that with 
which he had been honoured by the king ; and when amongst a 
great multitude of his kindred he saw Gabelus in want, who was 
one of his tribe, taking a note of his hand he gave him the afore- 
said sum of money. 

But after a long time, Salmanasar the king being dead, when 
Sennacherib his son, who reigned in his place, had a hatred for 
the children of Israel, Tobias daily went among all his kindred, 
and comforted them, and distributed to every one as he was able, 
out of his goods : he fed the hungry, and gave clothes to the 
naked, and was careful to bury the dead and they that were 
slain. 

And when king Sennacherib was come back fleeing from 
Judea by reason of the slaughter that God had made about him 
for his blasphemy,'!' and being angry slew many of the children 
of Israel, Tobias buried their bodies. But when it was told the 
king, he commanded him to be slain, and took away all his sub- 
stance. But Tobias fleeing naked away with his son and with 
his "wife, lay concealed, for many loved him. But after forty- 
five days the king was killed by his own sons. And Tobias 
returned to«his house, and all his substance was restored to him. 



SECT. CIl. TOBJASS PERSEVERANCE IN GOOD WORKS UNDER POVERTY 

AM) OTHER TRIALS, 

Tobias's holy Life. — But after this, when there was a festival Tobias ts. 
of the Lord, and a good dinner was prepared in Tobias's house, 1-23. 
he said to his son: Go, and bring some of our tribe that fear 
God to feast with us. And when he had gone, returning he 
told him that one of the children of Israel lay slain in the street. 
And he forthwith leaped up from his place at the table, and left 

* In tbe reign of Achaz. t In the reign of Ezechias. Se^ a^c^\aTn."x.<i\v . 
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his dinner, and came fasting to the body : and taking it np car- 
ried it privately to his house, that after the sun was down, he 
might bury it cautiously. And when he had hid the body, he 
ate bread with mourning and fear, remembering the word which 
the Lord spoke by Amos the prophet :* Your festival days shall 
be turned into lamentation and mourning. So when the sun was 
down, he went and buried it. 

Now all his neighbours blamed him, saying : Once already 
commandment was given for thee to be slain because of this mat- 
ter, and thou didst scarce escape the sentence of death ; and dost 
thou again bury the dead] But Tobias fearing God more than 
the king, carried off the bodies of them that were slain, and hid 
them in his house, and at midnight buried them. Now it hap- 
pened one day, that being wearied with burying, he came to his 
house, and cast himself down by the wall and slept. And as he 
was sleeping, hot dung out of a swallow's nest fell upon his eyes, 
end he was made blind. 

Now this trial the Lord therefore permitted to happen to 
him. that an example might be given to posterity of his patience, 
as of that of holy Job. For whereas he had always feared God 
. from his infancy, and kept His commandments, he repined not 
against God because the evil of blindness had befallen him, but 
continued immovable in the fear of God, giving thanks to God 
all the days of his life. For as the kings insulted over holy Job, 
80 his relations and kinsmen mocked at his life, saying : Where 
is thy hope, for which thou gavest alms and buriedst the dead 1 
But Tobias rebuked them, saying: Speak not so: for we are the 
children of saints, and look for that life which God will give to 
those that never cease to trust in Him. 

Now Anna his wife went daily to weaving work, and she 
brought home what she could get for their living by the labour 
of her hands. "Whereby it came to pass that she received a 
young kid, and brought it home : and when her husband heard 
it bleating, he said: Take heed, lest perhaps it be stolen; restore 
ye it to its owners, for it is not lawful for us either to eat or to 
touch any thing that cometh by theft. At these words his wife 
being angry answered : It is evident thy hope is come to nothing, 
and thy alms now appear. And with these and other such like 
words she upbraided him. 
Twbias III. His Resignation. — Then Tobias sighed, and began to pray 
1-6. ^ith tears, saying; Thou art just, Lord, and all Thy judgments 
are just, and all Thy ways mercy, and truth, and judgment : and 
now, Lord, think of me, and take not revenge of my sins, 

* Amos yiii. 10. 
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neither remember my offences, nor tliose of my parents. For 
we have not obeyed Thy commandments ; therefore are we de- 
livered to spoil, and to captivity, and death, and are made a fable 
and a reproach to all nations, amongst which Thou hast scattered 
lis. And now, O Lord, great are Thy judgments, because wo 
have not done according to Thy precepts, and have not walked 
sincerely before Thee : and now, Lord, do with mo according 
to Thy will, and command my spirit to be received in peace : 
for it is better for me to die than to live. 

8BCT. cat. TOhlASS IXSTRUCTIOm TO HIS SON, HE SENDS HIM TO 

RAGES, 

Tobias'sConnselstohisSon.— Therefore, when Tobias thought Tobias iv. 
that his prayer was heard that he might die, ho called to him ^"^^* 
Tobias his son, and said to him : Hear, my son, the words of my 
mouth, and lay them as a foundation in thy heart : when God 
shall take my soul, thoii shalt bury my body : and thou shalt 
honour thy mother all the days of her life : for thou must be ^ 
mindful what and how great perils she suffered for thee in her 
womb. And when she also shall have ended the time of her 
life, bury her by me. 

And all the days of thy life have God in thy mind : and take 
heed thou never consent to sin, nor transgress the commandments 
of the Lord our God. Give alms out of thy substance, and turn 
not away thy face from any poor person : for so it shall come to 
pass that the face of the Lord shall not be turned from thee. 
According to thy ability be merciful. If thou have much, give 
abundantly: if thou have little, take care even so to bestow will- 
ingly a little. For thus thou storest up to thyself a good reward 
for the day of necessity. For alms deliver from all sin, and from 
death, and will not suffer the soul to go into darkness. Alms 
shall be a great confidence before the most high God, to all them 
that give it. 

Take heed to keep thyself, my son, from all impurity, and 
beside thy wife never endure to know woman. Never suffer 
pride to reign in thy mind, or in thy words : for from it all per- 
dition took its beginning. If any man hath done any work for 
thee, immediately pay him his hire, and let not the wages of thy 
hired servant stay with thee at all. See thou never do to another 
what thou wouldst hate to have done to thee by another. Eat 
thy bread with the hungry and the needy, and with thy garments 
cover the naked. Lay out thy bread and thy wine upon the 
burial of a just man, and do not eat and drink thereof with the 
wicked. Seek counsel always of a wise man. Bless God at a^ 
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times : and desire of Him to direct thy ways, and that all thy 
counsels may abide in Him. 

He sends him to Rages. — I tell thee also, my son, that I 
lent ten talents of silver, while thou wast yet a child, to Ga- 
helus, in Rages, a city of the Medes,* and I have a note of his 
hand with me : now therefore inquire how thou mayst go to him, 
and receive of him the foresaid sum of money, and restore to 
him the note of his hand. Fear not, my son : we lead indeed a 
poor life, but we shall have many good things if we fear God, 
and depart from all sin, and do that which is good. 
Tobias V. Then Tobias answered his father, and said: I will do all 
^'^^' things, father, which thou bast commanded me. But how I shall 
get this money, I cannot tell ; he knoweth not me, and I know 
not him : what token shall I give him ] nor did 1 ever know 
the way which leadeth thither. Then his father answered him, 
and said : I have a note of his hand with me, which when thou 
shalt show him, he will presently pay it. But go now, and seek 
thee out some faithful man to go with thee for his hire, that 
thou mayst receive it while I yet live. 

The Angel Baphael. — ^Then Tobias going forth, found a 
beautiful young man, standing girded, and as it were ready to 
walk. And not knowing that he was an angel of God, he sa- 
luted him, and said : From whence art thou, good young man? 
But he answered : Of the children of Israel.f And Tobias said 
to him : Knowest thou the way that leadeth to the country of 
the Medes ? And he answered : I know it : and I have often 
walked through all the ways thereof, and I have abode with 
Gabelus our brother, who dwelleth at Eages a city of the Medes, 
which is situate in the mount of Ecbatana. And Tobias said to 
him : Stay for me, I beseech thee, till I tell these same things 
to my father. 

Then Tobias going in told all these things to his father. Upon 
which his father being in admiration, desired that he would come 
in unto liim. So going in he saluted him, and said : Joy be to 
thee always. And Tobias said : What manner of joy shall be to 
me, who sit in darkness, and see not the light of heaven 1 And 
the young man said to him : Be of good courage, thy cure from 
God is at hand. 

And Tobias said to him : Canst thou conduct my son to 
Gabelus at Eages a city of the Medes? and when thou shalt re- 
turn, I will pay thee thy hire. And the angel said to him : I 
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* The same as Ecbatana. 

t The angel, who desired at present to withhold the knowledge of who he 
was, represented himself as belonging to the Israelites, whom he came to defend. 



THE HISTORY OF TOBIAS. 347 

will conduct him thither, and bring him back to thee. And 
Tobias said to him : I pray thee, tell me, of what family, or 
what tribe art thou ? And Eaphael the angel answered : Dost 
thou seek the family of him tiiou hirest, or the hired servant 
himself to go with '^y son 1 But lest I should make thee un- 
easy, I amj^^earias the son of the great Ananias.* And Tobias 
answered : Thou art of a great family. But I pray thee be not 
angry that I desired to know thy family. And the angel said 
to him : I will lead thy son safe, and bring him to thee again 
safe. And Tobias answering, said ; May you have a good jour- 
ney, and God be w^ith you in your way, and His angel accom- 
pany you. Then all things being ready that were to be car- 
ried in their journey, Tobias bid his mother and his father 
farewell, and they set out both together. 

And when they were departed, his mother began to weep, 
and to say : Thou hast taken the staff of our old age, and sent 
him away from us. I wish the money for which thou hast sent 
him had never been. For our poverty was sufficient for us, 
that we might account it as riches, that we saw our son. And 
Tobias said to her : Weep not : our son will arrive thither safe, 
and will return safe to us, and thy eyes shall see him. Por I 
believe that the good angel of God doth accompany him, and 
doth order all things well that are done about him, so that he 
shall return to us with joy. At these words his mother ceased 
weeping, and held her peace, f 

SECT, CIV, TOBIAS'S RETURN TO HIS PARENTS. THE ANGEL DISCOVERS 

HIMSELF, 

But as Tobias made longer stay upon occasion of the marri- Tobias x 
age, Tobias his father was solicitous, saying : Why thinkest thou l"^^* 
doth my son tarry, or why is he detained there ? Is Gabelus 
dead, thinkest thou, and no man will pay him the money? And 
ho began to be exceeding sad, both he and Anna his wife with 
him : and they began both to weep together, because their son 
did not return to them on the day appointed. But his mother 
wept and was quite disconsolate, and said : Wo, wo is me, my son, 
why did we send thee to go to a strange country, the light of our 

* The angel took the form of Azarias, and therefore might call himself by 
the name of the man whom he personated. Azariasy in Hebrew, signifies the 
help of Godf and Ananias the grace of God. Douat Bible. 

t Tobias, on arriving at Rages, stayed, by the advice of the angel, at the 
house of Ragael, their kinsman, and there became acquainted with his daughter 
Sara, whom he married. The angel instructed him how, by prayer and purity 
of heart, to overcome the attacks of the devil, who had prevailed against seven 
other persons that were to have married Sara, 
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eyes, the staff of our old age, the comfort of our life, the hope of 
our posterity 1 We having all things together in thee alone, 
ought not to have let thee go from us. And Tobias said to her: 
Hold thy peace, and be not troubled, our son is safe : that man 
with whom we sent him is very trusty. But she could by no 
means be comforted, but daily running out looked round about, 
and went into all the ways by which there seemed any hope he 
might return, that she might if possible see him coming afar 
off. 

Return of Tobias. — But Eaguel said to his son-in-law : Stay 
here, and I will send a messenger to Tobias thy father, that thou 
art in health. And Tobias said to him : I know that my father 
and mother now count the days, and their spirit is grievously 
afflicted within them. And when Raguel had pressed Tobias 
with many words, and he by no means would hearken to him, 
he delivered Sara unto him, and half of all his substance in 
men-servants, and women- servants, in cattle, in camels, and in 
kine, and in much money, and sent him away safe and joyful 
from him, saying : The holy angel of the Lord be with you in 
your journey, and bring you thi'ough safe, and that you may 
find all things well about your parents, and my eyes may see 
your children before I die. And the parents taking their daugh- 
ter, kissed her, and let her go : admonishing her to honour her 
father and mother in law, to love her husband, to take care of 
the family, to govern the house, and to behave herself irrepre- 
hensibly. 
Tobias XI, And as they were returning they came to Charan, which is 
1-21. in the midway to Ninive, the eleventh day. And the angel 
said : Brother Tobias, thou knowest how thou didst leave thy 
father. If it please thee therefore, let us go before, and let the 
family follow softly after us, together with thy wife, and with 
the beasts. And as this th^ir going pleased him, Eaphael 
said to Tobias : Take with thee of the gall of the fish,* for it 
will be necessary. So Tobias took some of that gall and de- 
parted. 

But Anna sat beside the way daily, on the top of a hill, from 
whence she might see afar off. And while she watched his com- 
ing from that place, she saw him afar off, and presently per- 
ceived it was her son coming : and returning she told her hus- 
oand, saying : Behold thy son cometh. 

And Eaphael said to Tobias : As soon as thou shalt come 

♦ This was a monstrous fish that had attacked Tohias as he went to wash in 
the river Tigris on his way to Rages, By command of the angel he had 8eize4 
the fidh and caught it. 
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into thy house, forthwith adure the Lord thy God ; and giving 
thanks to Him, go to thy father, and kiss him. And imme^ 
diately anoint his eyes with this gall of the fish, which thou 
carriest with thee. Fop be assured that his eyes shall be pre- 
sently opened, and thy father shall see the light of heaven, and 
shall rejoice in the sight of thee. 

Then the dog which had been with them in the way ran be- 
fore, and coming as if he had brought the news, showed his joy 
by his fawniog and wagging his tail. And his father that was 
blind rising up, began to run stumbling with his feet; and 
giving a servant his hand, went to meet his son. And receiving 
him kissed him, as did also his wife ; and they began to weep 
for joy. And when they had adored God and given Him thanks, 
they sat down together. 

He anoints Ms Father's Eyes.-— Then Tobias taking of the 
gall of the iish, anointed his father's eyes. And he stayed about 
half an hour, and a white skin began to come out of his eyes, 
like the skin of an egg. And Tobias took hold of it, and drew 
it from his eyes, and imtiaediately he recovered his sight. And 
they glorified God, both he and his wife and all that knew him. 

And Tobias said : I bless Thee, O Lord God of Israel, be- 
cause Thou hast chastised me, and Thou hast saved nie : and 
behold I see Tobias my son. And after seven days Sara his 
son's wife and all the family arrived safe, and the cattle, and 
the camels, and an abundance of money of his wife's ; and that 
money also which he had received of Gabelus. And he told 
his parents all the benefits of God, which He had done to him 
by the man that conducted him. And Achior and Nabath the Tobias xii 
kinsmen of Tobias came, rejoicing for Tobias, and congratulating ^"22 

with him for all the good things that God had done for him. 
And for seven days they feasted and rejoiced all with great joy. 

Then Tobias called to him his son, and said to him : What 
can we give to this holy man that is come with thee 1 Tobias 
answering, said to his father : Father, what wages shall we give 
him 1 or what can be worthy of his benefits ? He conducted 
me and brought me safe again, he received the money of Gabe- 
lus, he caused me to have my wife, and he chased from her the 
evil spirit ; he gave joy to her parents, myself he delivered from 
being devoured by the fish ; thee also he hath made to see the 
light of heaven, and we are filled with all good things through 
him. What can we give him sufficient for these things 1 But 
I beseech thee, my father, to desire him that he would vouch- 
safe to accept of one half of all things that have been brought. 
So the father and the son calling him, took him aside : and be- 
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gan to desire him that he would vouchsafe to accept of half of 
all things that they had brought. 

Discovery of the Angel. — Then he said to them secretly : 
Bless ye the God of heaven, give glory to Him in the sight of all 
that live, because He hath shown His mercy to you. For it is 
good to hide the secret of a king; but honourable to reveal and 
confess the works of God. Prayer is good with fasting and 
alms, more than to lay up treasures of gold ; for alms delivereth 
from death, and the same is that which purgeth away sins, and 
maketh to find mercy and life everlasting. But they that com- 
mit sin and iniquity are enemies to their own soul. I discover 
then the truth unto you, and I will not hide the secret from you. 
When thou didst pray with teai-s, and didst bury the dead, and 
didst leave thy dinner, and hide the dead by day in thy house, 
and bury them by night, I offered thy prayer to the Lord. And 
because thou wast acceptable to God, it was necessary that 
temptation should prove thee. And now the Lord hath sent 
me to heal thee, and to deliver Sara thy son's wife from the 
devil. For 1 am the angel Raphael, one of the seven who 
stand before the Lord. 

And when they had heard these things they were troubled, 
and being seized with fear they fell upon the ground on their 
face< And the angel said to them : Peace be to you, fear not. 
For when I was with you, I was there by the will of God : bless 
ye Him, and sing praises to Him. I seemed indeed to eat and 
to drink with you; but I use an invisible meat and drink, which 
cannot be seen by men. It is time therefore that I return to 
Him that sent me ; but bless ye God, and publish all His won- 
derful works. 

And when he had said these things he was taken from their 
sight, and they could see him no more. Then they, lying pro- 
strate for three hours upon their face, blessed God ; and rising 
up, they told all His wonderful works. 
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PART IV. THE PROPHETS. 



This Part is so designated because it consists principally of 
the writings of the Prophets, but it also takes in some other 
books of the Bible, and includes the history of the Jews 
from the last king to the New Testament period. 

It consists, therefore, of the following contents : 

1. The writings of the kings of Juda : 

The Psalms of David. 
The Canticle of Canticles, by Solomon. 
The Proverbs of Solomon. 
Ecclesiastes, also by Solomon. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 

Ecclesiasticus, written, like the Book of Wisdom, in 
his name. 

2. The writings of the Prophets who lived in the time of 

the kings, viz. : 

Jonah, in the reign of Amasias. 

Amos, in the reign of Ozias. 

Joel, at the same time. 

Osee, who began at the same time. 

Isaias, in the reigns of Ozias, Joatham, Achaz, and 

Ezechias. 
Micheas, in the reigns of Achaz and Ezechias. 
Nahum, uncertain. 
Sophonias, in the reign of Josias. 
Habacuc, in the reign of Josias or Joakim.' 
Jeremias, in the reign of Josias and up to the taking 

of Jerusalem. 
Baruch, at the same time. 

3. The writings of the Prophets who lived during the 
Captivity, B.C. 606-B.O. 536, viz, : 

Ezeckiel. 

Abdias. 

Daniel. 
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4. The Sacred Books written after the return from cap- 

tivity, viz. : 

Esdras. 

Aggeus. 

Zacharias. 

Esther. 

Esdras IL or Kehemias. 

Malachias, the last prophet 

5. A sketch of the history of the Jews under the Ptolemies 

and as a Syrian province, B.C. 420-B.O. 168. 

6. The history of the Jews under the Macchabees, B.C. 

168-B.C. 63. 

7. The history of the Jews under the Romans, B.C. 63- 

A.D. 1. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OE PAllT IV. 

B.C. 

006. Captivity begins. Daniel taken to Babylon. 

604. Joakim rebels against Nabuchodonosor. 

594. Ezekiel begins to prophesy. 

588. Jerusalem destroyed. Thiid and last captivity. 

570. Nabuchodonosor's madness. 

561. Release of Joachin from prison. 

539. Belshazzar's feast. 

536. Cyrus gives leave to the Jews to return. 

520. Rebuilding of the Temple. Aggeus and Zachiiriah. 

515. Dedication of the Temple. 

458. Queen Esther. 

457. Esdras sent to Jerusalem by Artaxerxes. 

445. Nehemias goes to Jerusalem. 

420. Malachias, the last prophet. 

335. Alexander the Great. 

323. Ptolemy Soter takes Jerusalem. 

283. The Septuagint completed at Alexandria. 

200. Conquest of Palestine by Antiochus the Great. 

168. Revolt of Mattathias. 

166. Judas Macchabeus. 

63. Pompey takes J<>fusalem. 

37. Herod the Great. 
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KOTE ON THE PROPHETS. 

By a prophet is commonly understood to mean one who, under 
divine inspiration, foretells future events. But in the Holy Scrip- 
ture those also are called prophets who taught or warned men m 
God's name. Even those who sang divine praises were said to pro- 
phesy. (See Sect. Iviii.) King David, we are told, appointed the 
sons of Asaph to prophesy with harps and with psalteries and with 
n/mbals. Bat the gift of prophesying was always considered to be 
a divine inspiration or illumination. When Moses gathered seventy 
men of the elders of the people, we are told that God took of the 
spirit that rested on him and gave it to them ; and it came to pass 
when the spirit rested upon them they prophesied^ and did not cease. 
And S. Peter (2 Epist. i.) says expressly that prophecy came not by 
the will of man at any timCy but holy men of God spoke^ inspired by the 
Holy Ghost. 

In the time of Samuel we read of companies or colleges of the 
prophets, and again repeatedly in the time of Eliseus, when they 
are called sons of the prophets. These seem to have been young 
men who were prepared by the training of solitude and a hard life 
for receiving divine illumination. These sons of the prophets, or 
young prophets, were sent on s{>ecial missions in obedience to the 
older prophets. Thus we find Eliseus sending one of them to warn 
the king of Israel, and another to anoint Jehu to be king. 

Yet though the prophets spoke and acted under divine impulse, 
and were for the most part themselves holy men, yet they were not 
always so. Balaam is a remarkable instance of this. S. Peter 
speaks of him as one who loved the wages of iniquity / yet he spoke 
as God inspired him, and felt that he could not do otherwise. If 
Balac, he says, would give me his house full of silver and gold^ I 
cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my God to utter anything of 
my own head^ either good or evil ^ but ivhat the Lord shall say that will 
I speak. (Num. xxiv.) There is again the instance of the prophet 
sent by Gfod to warn Jeroboam, who was disobedient to God's com- 
mands, and killed by a lion in consequence. There was Jonas, 
who, though inspired by God to preach to the Ninivites, was dis 
obedient and rebellious. Oar Lord speaks of such when He says 
that in the last day many will say to Him, Lordy have we not pro- 
phesied in Thy name f and He will say to them, Depart from Me 
all you thai work iniquity. Then, besides the true prophets who 
were not good men, there were false, lying prophets. Such was 
Micheas, who persuaded Achab to go out to battle. And in the last 
days of Jerusalem, before the captivity, there were many such, who 
advised and warned the king and the people in God's name, though 
the Lord had not sent them. Jeremias was persecuted by these 
fal&d picpheti. 

The prophets were very numerous. All through the history of 
the kings there are continual notices of different prophets. We read 
of Nathan and Gad in the reign of David, of Ahias in Hoboam^s 
time, of Oded in the reign of Achaz, and of many olhe»x^ 



^64 THE PROPHETS. 

But few comparatively of the prophets have committed their 
warnings and prophecies to writing. The greatest of them, Elias 
and Eliseus, have left nothing behind them. Those whose writings 
are contained in Scripture lived, all but three of them, in the last 
250 years of the kingdom of Juda and in the captivity, i.e. from 
B.C. 800 to B.C. 550. They are divided into the four major and 
twelve minor prophets. The four greater prophets, Isaias, Jeremias, 
Ezekiel, and Daniel, are so called because their writings are much 
greater in quantity, and for the most part in importance, than those 
of the others ; for they predicted the coming of Christ, His preach- 
ing, His sufferings, and the establishment of His Church. The 
twelve minor prophets are Osee, Joel, Amos, Abdias, Jonas, Micheas, 
Nabum, Habacuc, Sopbonias, Aggeus, Zacharias, and Malachias. 
The lasrt; three prophesied after the Captivity. 

Besides the prophecies contained in 'the books of the prophets, 
there are many others not less striking in the books of Moses and 
in the Psalms of David. 



THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 

The Psalms are sacred canticles or hj'mns of praise, which were used from 
ancient times by the Israelites in the worship of God. They are generally 
quoted in the name of David, who is marked as the author in the inscriptions 
of about eighty of them ; whilst many of them have no name inscribed, and 
several bear tile name of Asaph, some of Heman and Ethan, two of Solomon, 
and one of Moses. The chief subjects of the Psalms are the persecutions 
which David suffered from Saul and Absalom, and other events in his Ufe, 
Others are a review of the works of God, and His special favours to His 
chosen people. But no Christian can doubt that the sufferings and gloiy of 
Christ are portrayed propheticallv in the Psalms, as this is expressly declar^ 
by our Lord Himself, who says (Luke xxiv.) : All things must needs be ful- 
filled which are written in the Law of MoseSj and in the Prophets^ and in the 
Psalms concerning Me, Kejirick. 

SECT. CV, THE VAIN EFFORTS OF PERSECUTORS AGAINST CHRIST AND 

HIS CHURCH. 

Psa^m 11. Why have tbe Gentiles raged : and the people devised vain 
1-13. things 1 

The kings of the earth stood up, and the princes met to- 
gether : against the Lord, and against His Christ. 

Let us break their bonds asunder : and let us cast away their 
yoke from us. 

He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh them to scorn : and 
the Lord shall have them in derision. 

Then shall He speak to them in His anger: and trouble 
them in His rage. 
, But I am appointed by Him king over Sion His holy moiin- 

I tain : preaching His commandments. 
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TI18 Lord hath said unto Me : Thou art My Son, this day 
have I begotten Thee. 

Ask of Me, and I will give thee the Gentiles for thy in- 
heritance : and the utmost parts of the earth for thy possession. 

Thou shalt rule them with a rod of iron : and shalt break 
them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 

And now, O ye kings, understand : receive instruction, ye 
that judge the earth. 

Serve the Lord with fear : and rejoice unto Him with trem- 
bling. 

Embrace discipline : lest at any time the Lord be angry, 
and ye perish from the just way. 

When His wrath shall be kindled in a short time : blessed 
are all they that trust in Him. 

SECT, CVL GOD 18 WONDERFUL IN SIS WORKS; ESPECIALLY IN MANKIND 
BINQVLARLT EXALTED BY THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST, 

O LoBD our Lord : how admirable is Thy name in tl^e whole Psalm vm 
earth! iio. 

For Thy magnificence is elevated : above the heavens. 

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast per- 
fected praise, because of Thy enemies : that Thou mayest destroy 
the enemy and the avenger. 

For I will behold Thy heavens, the works of Thy fingers : 
the moon and the stars which Thou hast set. 

What is man that Thou art mindful of him ? or the son of 
man that Thou visitest him? 

Thou hast made him a little less than the angels, Thou hast 
crowned him with glory and honour : and hast set him over the 
works of Thy hands. 

Thou hast put all things under his feet : all sheep and oxen, 
yea, and all the beasts of the field. 

The birds of the air, and the fishes of the sea : that pass 
through the paths of the sea. 

Lord our Lord : how admirable is Thy name in all the 
earth! 

^BCT. C7JI. WHAT KIND OF MEN SHALL DWELL IN THE HEAVENLY SION, 

f 

Lord, who shall dwell in Thy tabernacle ? or who shall rest Psalm xiv. 

ia Thy holy hill 1 1-6. 

He that walketh without blemish : and worketh justice : 
He that speaketh truth in his heart : who hath not used 

deceit in his tongue : 
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Nor hath done evil to his neighbour : nor taken up a re- 
proach against his neighbours. 

In his sight the wicked is despised : but he honoureth them 
that fear the Lord. 

He that sweareth to his neighbour, and deceiveth not : he 
that hath not put out his money to usury, nor taken bribes 
against the innocent ; 

He that doeth these things : shall not be moved for ever. 

SECT. CVJJL CHRIST'S FUTURE VICTORY OVER THE WORLD AND DEATH. 

Psalm XV. Preserve me, Lord, for in Thee I have put my trust : I 
1-11. have said to the Lord, Thou art my God, for Thou hast no need 
of my goods. 

To the saints who are in His land : He hath* made wonder- 
ful all my desires in them. 

Their infirmities were multiplied : afterwards they made haste. 

I will not gather together their meetings for blood-offerings : 
nor will I make mention of their names with my lips. 

The 'Lord is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup: 
it is Thou that wilt restore my inheritance to me. 

The lines are fallen unto me in goodly places : for my in- 
heritance is goodly to me. 

I will bless the Lord, who hath given me understanding : 
moreover my reins also have corrected me even till night. 

I set the Lord always in my sight : for He is at my right 
hand, that I be not moved. 

Therefore my heart hath been glad, and my tongue hath 
rejoiced : moreover my flesh also shall rest in hope. 

Because Thou icilt not leave my soul in hell : nor wilt Thou 
give Thy holy one to see coiTuption,^ 

Thou hast made known to me the ways of life : Thou sbalt 
fill me with joy with Thy countenance ; at Thy right hand are 
delights for evermore. 

SECT, CIX, THE WORKS OF QOD SHOW FORTH HIS GLORT: HIS LAW IS 
GREATLY TO BE ESTEEMED AND LOVED. 

Psalm The heavens show forth the glory of God : and the firnia- 
'^Yiii. 1-15. ment declareth the work of His hands. 

Day to day uttereth speech : and night to night showeth 
knowledge. 

There are no speeches nor languages : where their voices are 
not heard. 

* See Acts ii., in which S, Peter Bhowa that these words miist refer to tho 
Te$urrectioa of Christ. 
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Their sound hath gone forth into all the eartli : and their 
words unto the ends of the world. 

He hath set His tabernacle in the sun : and as a bride- 
groom coming out of his bride-chamber, 

He hath rejoiced as a giant to run his course : his goiug 
mt is from the end of heaven. 

And his circuit even to the end thereof: and there is no 
)ne that can hide himself from his heat. 

The law of the Lord is without spot, converting souls : the 
testimony of the Lord is faithful, giving wisdom to little ones. 

•The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing hearts : the 
jommandment of the Lord is lightsome, enlightening the eyes. 

The fear of the Lord is holy, enduring for ever and ever: 
;he judgments of the Lord are true, justified in themselves. 

More to be desired are they than gold and many precious 
)tones : and sweeter than honey and the honey- comb. 

For Thy servant keepeth them, and in keeping them there 
s a great reward. 

Who can understand his offences? from my secret ones 
ileanse me, O Lord : and from those of others spare Thy servant. 

If they shall have no dominion over me, then shall I be 
tvithout spot : and I shall be cleansed from the greatest sin. 

And the words of my mouth shall be such as may please : 
ind the meditation of my heart shall be always in Thy sight. 

Lord, my helper : and my redeemer. 

mcT, ex. CBRiara passion.- and tee conversion op the gentiles, 

God my God, look 2ipon me; why hast Thou fovBoken meT^ Psalm xxt. 
Far from my salvation are the words of my sins. ^'*^-* 

my God, I shall cry by day, and Thou wilt not hear : and 
by night, and it shall not be reputed as folly in me. 

But Thou dwellest in the holy place : the praise of Israel. 

In Thee have our fathers hoped : they have hoped, and Thou 
bast delivered them. 

They cried to Thee, and they were saved : they trusted in 
rhee, and were not confounded. 

But I am a worm, and no man : the reproach of men, and 
the outcast of the people. 

AU they that saw me have laughed me to scorn : they shoot 
out the lip, and wag the head. 

He hoped in the Lord, let Him deliver him : let Him save 
him, seeing He delighteth in him. 

. ♦ These words were uttered by our Lord on the cxoaa, "MaU. "s«>tyu 

; 
/ 



368 THE PROPHETS. 

For Thou art Ho that hast drawn me out of the womb : my 
hope from the breasts of my mother. I was cast upon Thee 
from the womb. 

From my mother's womb Thou art my God: depart not 
from me. 

For tribulation is very near : for there is none to help me. 

Many calves have surrounded me : fat bulls have beset me 
around. 

They have opened their mouths against me : as a lion raven- 
iug and roaring. 

I am poured out like water : and all my bones are scattered 

My heart has become like wax : melting in the midst of my 
bowels. 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue 
hath cleaved to my jaws : and Thou hast brought me down into 
the dust of death. 

For many dogs have encompassed me : the council of the 
malignant hath besieged me. 

They have pierced my hands and feet ; they have numbered 
all my bones. 

And they have looked and stared upon me : they parted my 
garments amongst them ; and upon my vesture they cast lotsJ^ 

But Thou, O Lord, remove not Thy help to a distance from 
me : look towards my defence. 

Deliver, God, my soul from the sword : my only one from 
the power of the dog. 

Save me from the lion's mouth : and my lowliness from the 
horns of the unicorns. 

1 will declare Thy name- to my brethren : in the midst of 
the church will I praise Thee. 

Ye that fear the Lord, praise Him : all ye the seed of Jacoh, 
glorify Him. 

Let all the seed of Israel fear Him : because He hath not 
slighted nor despised the supplication of the poor. 

Neither hath He turned away His face from me : and when 
I cried to Him He heard me. 

To Thee is my praise in the great assembly : I will pay my 
vows in the sight of them that fear Him. 

The poor shall cat and shall be filled : and they shall praise 
the Lord that seek Him : their hearts shall live for ever and ever. 

All the ends of the earth shall remember : and shall be con- 
verted to the Lord : 

♦ These words are quoted as prophetic of our Lord's Passion both hy Sk 
Matthew (chap, xxvii.f and S, John (chap. xix.). 
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And all the kindreds of the Gentiles shall adore in His 
light. 

For the kingdom is the Lord's : and He shall have dominion 
)vor the nations. 

All the fat ones of the earfch have eaten and have adored : 
til they that go down to the earth shall fall before Him. 

And to Him my soul shall live : and my seed shall serve 
lim. 

There shall be declared to the Lord a generation to come : 
md the heavens shall show forth His justice to a people that 
hall be bom^ which the Lord hath made. 

SECT, CXI, aoiya spiritual benefits to faithful souls. 

The Lord ruleth me : and I shall want notliing. Psalm 

He hath set me in a place of pasture. ^^"* ^""* 

He hath brought me to the waters of refreshment : He hath 
converted my soul. 

He hath led me on the paths of justice : for His own name's 
lake. 

For though I should walk in the midst of the shadow of 
leath, I will fear no evils : for Thou art with me. 

Thy rod and Thy staff ; they have comforted me. 

Thou hast prepared a table before me : against them that 
ifflict me. 

Thou hast anointed my head with oil : and my chalice, which 
nebriateth me, how goodly it is I 

And Thy mercy will follow me : all the days of my life. 

And that I may dwell in the house of the Lord : unto length 
)f days. 

?£€T. CXII, WHO ARE THEY THAT SHALL ASCEND TO HEAVEN: CHRIST'S , 

TRIUMPHANT ASCENSION THITHER, 

The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof : the world, Psalm 
md all they that dweU therein. ^"'' ^'^^ 

For He hath founded it upon the seas : and hath prepared 
it upon the rivers. 

Who shall ascend into the mountain of the Lord : or who 
shall stand in His holy place ? 

He that hath clean hands and a pure heart : who hath not 
taken his soul in vain, nor sworn deceitfully to his neighbour. 

He shall receive a blessing from the Lord : and mercy from 
God his Saviour. 

This is the generation of them that seek Him : of them that 
seek the face of the God of Jacob. 
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Lift up your gates, ye princes, and be ye lifted up, 
eternal gates : and the King of Glory shall enter in. 

Who is this King of Glory ? the Lord, who is strong and 
mighty : the Lord mighty in battle. 

Lift up your gates, ye princes, and be ye lifted up, 
eternal gates : and the King of Glory shall enter in. 

Who is this King of Glory 1 the Lord of Hosts, He is the 
King of Glory. 

SECT, CXIII, AN EXHORTATION TO THE PRAISE AND SERVICE OF OOD. 

rsalm I WILL bless the Lord at all times : His praise shall be always 

^Y-23* i^ ^y niouth. 

My soul shall glory in the Lord : let the meek hear and 
rejoice. 

magnify the Lord with me : and let us extol His name 
together. 

1 sought the Lord, and He heard me ; and He delivered me 
from all my troubles. 

Come ye to him and be enlightened : and your faces shall 
not be confounded. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him : and sayed 
him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the Lord shall encamp round about them that 
fear Him : and shall deliver them. 

taste, and see that the Lord is sweet : blessed is the man 
that hopeth in Him. 

Fear the Lord, all ye His saints : for there is no want to 
them that fear Him. 

The rich have wanted, and have suffered hunger : but they 
that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good. 

Come, ye children, hearken to me : I will teach you the fear 
of the Lord. 

Who is the man that desireth life : who loveth to see good 
days *? 

Keep thy tongue from evil: and thy lips from speaking 
guile. 

Turn away from evil and do good ; seek after peace and 
i:)ursne it. 

The eyes of the Lord are upon the just : and His ears unto 
their prayers. 

But the countenance of the Lord is against them that do 
evil things : to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 

The just cried, and the Lord heard them: and delivered 
tbom out of all their troubles. 
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The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart : 
and He will save the humble of spirit. 

Many are the afflictions of the just : hufc the Lord will dc- 
liyer them out of them all. 

The Lord keepeth all their bones : not one of them shall be 
broken. 

The death of the wicked is very evil : and they that hate 
the just shall be guilty. 

The Lord will redeem the souls of His servants : and none 
of them that trust in Him shall offend. 

SECI, CXIV. THE HAPPINESS OF HIM THAT SHALL BELIEVE IN CHRIST, 
NOTWITHSTANDING THE HUMILITY AND POVERTY IN WHICH HE SHALL 
COME: THE MALICE OP HIS ENEMIES, ESPECIALLY OP THE TRAITOR 
JUDAS, 

Blessed is he that considereth the needy and poor : the Psalm xt* 
Lord will deliver him in the evil day. ^"^^ 

The Lord preserve him and give him life, and make him 
blessed upon the earth : and deliver him not up to the will of 
his enemies. 

The Lord help him on his bed of sorrow : Thou hast turned 
all his couch in his sickness. 

I said : Lord, be Thou merciful to me : heal my soul, for 
I have sinned against Thee. 

Mine enemies have spoken evils against me : when shall he 
die and his name perish ? 

And if he came in to see me, he spoke vain things : his heart 
gathered together iniquity to itself. 

He went out : and spoke to the same purpose. 

All mine enemies whispered together against me : against 
me have they devised evils. 

They sent forth against me an unjust word: shall he that 
bloepeih rise again no more ? 

For even the man of my peace, in whom I trusted, wlio ate 
my bread : hath greatly sought to overthroio 7ne,* 

But Thou, Lord, have mercy on me, and raise me up again : 
and I will requite them. 

By this I know that Thou hast had a good will for me : be- 
cause my enemy shall not rejoice over me. 

But Thou hast upheld me because of mine innocence : and 
hast established me in Thy sight for ever. 

Blessed be the Lord tlie God of Israel : from eternity to 
eternity. So be it, so be it. 

* This is quoted by our Lord as applicable, to Judaa. Jotai-xm. 
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S£CT, CXV, THE REPENTANCE AND CONFESSION OF DAVID AFTER HIS 
SIN. THE FOURTH PENITENTIAL PSALM. 

Psalm L. Have mercy on me, God, according to Thy great mercy. 
1-21. And according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot 
out my iniquity. 

Wash me yet more from my iniquity : and cleanse me from 
my sin. 
' For I know my iniquity : and my sin is always before me. 

Against Thee only have I sinned, and have done evil in Thy 
sight : that Thou mayest be justified in Thy words, and mayest 
overcome when Thou art judged. 

For behold I was conceived in iniquities : and in sins did 
my mother conceive me. 

For behold Thou hast loved truth : the uncertain and hidden 
things of Thy wisdom Thou hast made manifest to me. 

Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall be cleansed : 
Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be made whiter than snow. 

Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness : and the bones 
that have been humbled shall rejoice. 

Turn away Thy face from my sins : and blot out all my 
iniquities. 

Create a clean heart in me, God : and renew a right spirit 
within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy face : and take not Thy holy 
Spirit from me. 

Eestore unto me the joy of Thy salvation : and strengthen 
me with a perfect spirit. 

I will teach the unjust Thy ways : and the wicked shall be 
converted to Thee. 

Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, God, Thou God of my 
salvation : and my tongue shall extol Thy justice. 

Lord, Thou wilt open my lips : and my mouth shall 
declare Thy praise. 

For if Thou hadst desired sacrifice, I would indeed have 
given it : with burnt-offerings Thou wilt not be delighted. 

A sacrifice to God is an afflicted spirit : a contrite and 
humbled heart, God, Thou wilt not despise. 

Deal favourably, Lord, in Thy goodwill with Sion : that 
the walls of Jerusalem may be built up. 

Then shalt Thou accept the sacrifice of justice, oblations and 
whole burnt-offerings: then shall they lay calves upon Thy 
altar. 
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SECT, CXVI, CHRIST IN HIS PASSION DECLARETH THE GREATNESS OF HIS 
SUFFERINGS, AND THE MALICE OF HIS PERSECUTORS THE JEWS; AND 
FORETELLETH THEIR REPROBATION, 

Save me, God : for the waters are come in even unto my Psalm 
BOUl. J-^vni- 

I stick fast in the deep mire : and there is no sure standing. ' ' 

I am come into the depth of th« sea : and a tempest hath 
overwhelmed me. 

I am weary with crying ; my jaws are become hoarse : mine 
eyes have failed, whilst I hope in my God. 

They who hate me without cause : are multiplied above the 
hairs of my head. 

Mine enemies who have wrongfully persecuted me are grown 
eiarong : then did I pay that which I took not away.*^- 

God, Thou knowest my foolishness : and my offences are 
not hidden from Thee : 

Let not them who look for Thee, Lord the Lord of 
hosts : be ashamed for me. 

Let them not be confounded on my account, who seek Thee, 
God of Israel. 

Because for Thy sake I have borne reproach : shame hath 
covered my face. 

1 am become a stranger to my brethren, and an alien to the 
sons of my mother. 

For the zeal of Thine house hath eaten me up:\ and the 
reproaches of them that reproached Thee are fallen upon me. 

And I humbled my soul in fasting : and it was made a re- 
proach to me. 

And I made hair-cloth my garment : and I became a by-word 
to them. 

They that sat in the gate spake against me : and they that 
drank wine made me their song. 

But as for me, my prayer is to Thee, Lord : for the time 
of Thy good pleasure, God. 

In the multitude of Thy mercy hear me : in the truth of Thy 
salvation. 

Draw me out of the mire that I may not stick fast : deliver 
me from them that hate me, and out of the deep waters. 

Let not the water-flood drown me, nor the deep swallow mo 
up : and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me. 

* Christ in His Passion made restitution of what'He had not taken away, by 
Boffering tho punishment due to our sius, and so repairing the injury we" had 
done to God. Douay Bible. 

t These words are applied to our Lord in S. John 11. 
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Hear me, Lore!, for Thy mercy is Idnd : look upon me ac- 
cording to the multitude of Thy tender mercies. 

And turn not away Thy face from Thy servant : for I am in 
trouble, hear me speedily. 

Attend to my soul and deliver it : save me because of my 
enemies. 

Thou knowest my reproach, and my confusion, and my 
shame. 

In Thy sight are all they that afflict me : my heart hatii 
expected reproach and misery. 

And I looked for one that would grieve together with mc, 
but there was none : and for one that would comfort me, and I 
found him not. 

And they gave me gall for my food : and in my thirst tbey 
gave me vinegar to drink.* 

Let their table become as a snare before them : and a retri- 
bution and a stumbling-block. 

Let their eyes be darkened that they sec not : and their 
back bend Thou down always. 

Pour out Thine indignation upon them : and let Thy wrath- 
ful anger take hold of them. 

Let their habitation bo made desolate : and let there be 
none to dwell in their tents. 

Because they have persecuted him whom Thou hast smitten: 
and they have added to the pain of my wounds. 

Add Thou iniquity unto tlieir iniquity : and let them not 
attain to Thy justice. 

Let them be blotted out of the book of the living : and with 
the just let them not be written. 

But I am poor and sorrowful : Thy salvation, God hath 
set me up. 

I will praise the name of God with a canticle : and I will 
magnify Him with praise. 

And it shall please God better than a young calf: thai 
putteth forth horns and hoofs. 

Let the poor see and rejoice : seek ye God, and your sou) 
shall live. 

For the Lord hath heard the poor : and hath not despised 
His prisoners. 

Let the heavens and the earth praise Him : the sea, and 
every thing that creepeth therein. 

For God will save Sion: and the cities of Juda shall he 
built up. 

* See Matt, xxvii. 34. 
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And they shall dwell there : and acquire it hy inheritance. 
And the seed of His servants shall possess it : and they that 
love His name shall dwell therein. 



SECT. CXVII. A PROPHECY OF THE COMING OF CffRTST, AND OF HIS KING- 
DOM, PREFIGURED BY SOLOMON AND HIS HAPPY REIGN, 

Give to the king Thy judgment, God : and Thy justice Psalm 
unto the king's son.* • ^*'- ^'^' 

To judge Thy people with justice: and Thy poor with 
judgment. 

Let the mountains receive peace for the people : and the hills 
justice. 

He shall judge the poor of the people; and He shall save 
the children of the poor: and He shall humble the oppressor. 

And He shall continue with the sun, and before the moon : 
throughout all generations. 

He shall come down like rain upon the fleece : and as 
showers falling gently upon the earth. 

In His days shall justice spring up, and abundance of peace : 
till the moon be taken away. 

And He shall rule from sea to sea : and from the river unto 
the ends of the earth. 

Before Him the Ethiopian shall fall do^vn : and Uis enemies 
sliJl lick the ground. 

The kings of Tharsis and the islands shall offer presents : 
the kings of the Arabians and of Saba shall bring gifts : 

And all kings of the earth shall adore Him : all nations 
shall serve EQm. 

For He shall deliver the poor from the mighty : and th^ 
needy that had no helper. 

He shall spare the poor and needy : and He shall save the 
souls of the poor. 

He shall redeem their souls from usuries and wrong : and 
their name shall be honourable in His sight. 

And He shall live, and to Him shall be given of the gold of 
Arabia : for Him they shall always adore, they shall bless Him 
all the day. 

And there shall be abundance on the earth on the tops of 
moimtains; above Libanus shall the fruit thereof be exalted: 
and they of the city shall flourish like the grass of the earth. 

Let His name be blessed for evermore : His name continueth 
before the sun. 

* This Psalm is attributed to Solouiou, 
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And in Him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed : all 
nations shall magnify Him. 

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel : who alone doeth 
wonderful things. 

And blessed be the name of His majesty for ever : and tlie 
whole earth shall be filled with His majesty. So be it, bo 
be it. 

SECT, CXVIII. THE SOUL ASPIRETH AFTER HEAVEN; REJOICING, IN TUB 
MEAN TIME, IN BEING IN THE COMMUNION OF GOI/S CHURCH UPOV 
EARTH. 

Psalm How lovely are Thy tabernacles, Lord of hosts ! my soul 
''^^-13* ^^^g®^^ *^^ fainteth for the courts of the Lord. 

My heart and my flesh have rejoiced : in the living God. 

For the sparrow hath found herself a house : and the turtle 
a nest for herself where she may lay her young : 

Even Thine altars, Lord of hosts : my King and my God. 

Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house, Lord: they 
shall praise Thee for ever and ever. 

Blessed is the man whose help is from Thee : in his heart 
he hath disposed to ascend by steps, in the vale of tears, in the 
place which he hath set. 

Eor the lawgiver shall give a blessing, they shall go froni 
strength to strength : the God of gods shall be seen in Sion. 

Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer : give ear, God of 
Jacob. 

Behold, God our protector : and look on the face of Thy 
Christ. 

For one day in Thy courts : is better than a thousand. 

1 have chosen to be despised in the house of my God : rather 
than to dwell in the tents of sinners. 

For God loveth mercy and truth : the Lord will give grace 
and glory. 

He will not withhold good things from them that walk in 
innocence : Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in 
Thee. 

^ECT. CXIX. THE CHURCH OF CHRIST SHALL LAST FOR EVER,- BUT GOD 
PERMITS HER TO SUFFER SOMETIMES MOST GRIEVOUS AFFLICTIONS. 

Psalm The mercies of the Lord : I will sing for evermore. 
LX.XXV1II. I will show forth Thy truth with my mouth : to generation 
' and generation. 

For Thou hast said ; Mercy shall be built up for ever in 
the heavens : Thy truth shall be established in them 
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I have made a covenant with Mine elect : I nave sworn to 
David My servant : Thy seed will I establish for ever. 

And I will build up thy throne : from generation to gene- 
ration. 

The heavens shall confess Thy wonders, Lord : and Thy 
truth in the church of the saints. 

For who in the clouds can be compared to the Lord : or who 
among the sons of God shall be like to God 1 

God, who is glorified in the assembly of the saints : great 
and terrible above all them that are about Him. 

Lord God of hosts, who is like to Theel Thou art mighty, 
Lord, and Thy truth is round about Thee. 

Thou rulest the power of the sea : and appeasest the motion 
of the waves thereof 

Thou hast humbled the proud one, as one that is slain: 
with the arm of Thy strength Thou hast scattered Thine ene- 
mies. 

Thine are the heavens, and Thine is the earth ; the world 
and the fulness thereof Thou hast founded : the north and the 
sea Thou hast created. 

Thabor and Hermon shall rejoice in Thy name : Thine arm 
is an arm of might. 

Let Thy hand be strengthened, and Thy right hand exalted : 
justice and judgment are the preparation of Thy throne. 

Mercy and truth shall go before Thy face : blessed is the 
people that knoweth gladness. 

They shall walk, Lord, in the light of Thy countenance : 
and in Thy name they shall rejoice all the day, and in Thy jus- 
tice they shall be exalted. 

For Thou art the glory of their strength : and in Thy good 
pleasure shall our horn be exalted. 

For our protection is of the Lord : and of the Holy One of 
Israel our king. 

Then Thou spokest in a vision to Thy saints, and saidst : I 
have laid help upon one that is mighty, and have exalted one 
chosen out of My people. 

I have found David My servant : with My holy oil I have 
anointed him. 

For My hand shall help him : and Mine arm shall strengthen 
Idm. 

The enemy shall have no advantage over him : nor the son 
of iniquity have power to hurt him. 

And I will cut down his enemies before his face : and them 
that hate him I will put to flight. 
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And My truth and My mercy shall be with with him : and 
in My name shall his horn be exalted. 

And I will set his hand in the sea : and his right hand in 
the rivers. 

He shall ciy out to Me ; Thou art my fiather : my God, and 
the support of my salvation. 

And I will make him My first-born : high above the kings 
of the earth. 

I will keep My mercy for him for ever : and My covenant 
faithful to him. 

And I will make his seed to endure for ever: and his throne 
as the days of heaven. 

But if his children forsake My law : and walk not in My 
judgments : 

If they profane My ceremonies ; and keep not Jkly command- 
ments : 

I will visit their iniquities with a rod : and their sins "with 
stripes. 

Yet My mercy I will not take away from him : nor will I 
suffer My tmth to fail. 

Neither will I break My covenant : nor will I make void 
the words that proceed from My mouth. 

Once have I sworn by My holiness ; I will not lie unto 
David : his seed shall endure for ever. 

And his throne as the sun before Me ; and as the moon per- 
fect for ever : and a faithful witness in heaven. 

But Thou hast rejected and despised Thine anointed: Thou 
hast been angry with him. 

Thou hast overthrown the covenant of Thy servant :* Thou 
hast profaned his sanctuary on the earth. 

Thou hast broken down all his hedges : Thou hast made 
his stronghold desolate. 

All that pass by the way have robbed him : he is become a 
reproach to his neighbours. 

Thou hast set up the right hand of them that oppress him : 
Thou hast made all his enemies to rejoice. 

Thou hast turned away the help of his sword : and hast not 
assisted him in battle. 

Thou hast made his splendour to cease : and Thou hast cast 
his throne down to the ground. 

The days of his time hast Thou shortened : Thou hast co- 
vered him with confusion. 

* All this seems to relate to the time of the captivity of Babylon, in which, 
tor the sins of the people and their princes, God seemed to have set aside f<)r 
M while the covenant He made Yrith David* Douat Bibub. 
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How long, O Lord, tumest Thou away unto the end? shall 
line anger burn like fire ? 

Eemember what my substance is: for hast Thou made all the 
ildren of men in vain ? 

Who is the man that shall live, and not see death : that 
all deliver his soul from the hand of hell 1 

Whore are Thine ancient mercies, Lord, as Thou didst 
ear to David in Thy truth 1 

Be mindful, Lord, of the reproach of Thy servants: (which 
bave held in my bosom) of many nations : 

Wlierewith Thine enemies have reproached, Lord : wliere- 
th they have reproached the change of Thine anointed. 

Blessed be the Lord for evermore. So be it, so be it. 

SECT, CXX. A PRATER FOR THE MERCY OF GOD; RECOUNTINO THE 
SHORTNESS AND MISERIES OF THE DATS OF MAN, 

Lord, Thou hast been our refuge : from generation to gene- Psaim 
ion. Lxxxix. 

Before the mountains were made, or the earth and the world ^"^^' 
3 formed : from eternity and to eternity Thou art God. 
Turn not man away to be brought low : Thou hast said : Be 
I verted, O ye sons of men. 

For a thousand years in Thy sight are as yesterday, which 
)ast. 

And as a.watch in the night : as things that are counted as 
ight, so shall their years be. 

In the morning man shall grow up like grass ; in the morn- 
he shall flourish and pass away : in the evening he shall 
, grow dry, and wither. 

For in Thy wrath we have fainted away : and are troubled 
Thy indignation. 

Thou hast set our iniquities before Thine eyes : our life in 
I light of Thy countenance. 

For all our days are spent: and in Thy wrath we have 
ited away. 

Our years shall be considered as a spider : the days of our 
irs are threescore years and ten. 

But if in the strong they be fourscore years : and what is 
ro of them is labour and sorrow. 

For humiliation is come upon us : and we shall be corrected. 
Who knoweth the power of Thine anger] and for Thy fear 
can number Thy wrath ? 

So make Thy right hand known : and teach our heart wia- 
1). 
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Return, Lord, hot\r long ? and be entreated in favour of 
Thy servants. 

We are filled in the morning with Thy mercy: and we have 
rejoiced, and are delighted all our days. 

"We have rejoiced for the days in which Thou hast humbled 
us : for the years in which wo have seen evils. 

Look upon Thy servants and upon Thy works : and direct 
their children. 

And let the brightness of the Lord our God be upon us: 
and direct Thou the works of our hands over us ; yea, the work 
of our hands do Thou direct. 

BECT, CXXl, THE JUST MAN IS SECURE UNDER THE PROTECTION OF GOD. 

Pfialm xc. He that dwelleth in the aid of the Most High, shall abide 
1-16. under the protection of the God of heaven. 

He shall say to the Lord : Thou art my protector and my 
refuge : my God, in Him will I trust. 

For He hath delivered me from the snare of the hunters • 
and from the sharp word. 

He wiU overshadow thee with His shoulders : and under 
His wings thou shalt trust. 

His truth shall compass thee with a shield : thou shalt not 
be afraid of the terror of the night. 

Of the arrow that flieth in the day; of the plague that 
walketh in the darkness ; of the assault of the evil one in the 
noon-day. 

A thousand shall faU. at thy side, and ten thousand at thy 
right hand : but it shaU. not come nigh thee. 

But with thine eyes shalt thou behold : and shalt see the 
reward of the wicked. 

Because Thou, Lord, art my hope : Thou hast made the 
Most High thy refuge. 

There shall no evil come to thee: nor shall the scourge 
come near thy dwelling. 

For He hath given His angels charge over thee: to keep thee 
in all thy wags. 

In their hands they shall hear thee up : lest thou dash thy 
foot against a stone* 

Thou shalt walk upon the asp and the basilisk : the lio» 
and the dragon thou shalt trample under foot. 

Because he hoped in Me I will deliver him : I will protect 
him because he hath known My name. 

* This passage is quoted in S. Matthew's and S. Luke's Gospels in the ac- 
count of our Lord's temptatibn. 
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He shall cry to Me, and I will hear him : I am with him in 
ribnlation : I will deliver him, and I will glorify him. 

I will fill him with length of days': and I will show hiiii 
^y salvation. 

SECT, CXXIL AN INVITATION TO ADORE AND SERVE QOD, AND TO HF.AR 

HIS VOICE, 

COME let us exult in the Lord : lot us rejoice before God psaim 
•ur Saviour. ^civ. Ml, 

Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving : and 
ejoice before Him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God : and a great King above all 
ods. 

For in His hand are all the ends of the earth: and the 
eights of the mountains are His. 

For the sea is His, and He made it : and His hands formed 
lie dry land. 

Come let us adore and fall down: and weep before the Lord 
iiat made us. 

For He is the Lord our God : and we are the people of His 
asture and the sheep of His hand. 

To-day if you shall hear His voice, harden not your hearts : 

As in the provocation, and in the day of temptation in the 
'ildemess : where your fathers tempted Me, proved Me, and saw 
ly works. 

Forty years long was I offended with that generation, and I 
iid : These do always err in their heart. 

And they have not known My ways : so I sware in My 
Tath that they shall not enter into My rest. 

SECT. CXXIIL THANKSGIVINO TO OOD FOR HIS MERCIES. 

Bless the Lord, my soul : and let all that is within me Psalm cii. 
His holy name. ^''^^' 

Bless the Lord, my soul: and never forget aU He hath 
one for thee. 

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities : who healeth all thy dis- 
hes. 

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction J who crowneth 
lee with mercy and compassion. 

Who satisfieth thy desire with good things i thy youth shall 
e renewed like the eagle's. 

The Lord doeth mercies and judgment \ tot all that suffer 
long. 

CO 
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He hath made His ways known to Moses : His will unto 
tho children of Israel. 

The Lord is compassionate and merciful : long-suffering and 
plenteous in mercy. 

lie will not always be angry : nor will He threaten for ever. 

He hath not dealt with us according to our sins : nor re- 
warded us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heaven is high above the earth : so He hath 
strengthened His mercy towards them that fear Him. 

As far as the east is from the west : so far hath He removed 
our iniquities from us. 

As a father hath compassion on his children, so hath the 
Lord compassion on them that fear Him : for He knoweth where- 
of we are made. 

He remembereth that we are but dust : man's days are as 
grass, as the flower of the field so shall he flourish. 

For the spirit shall pass over it, and it shall not be : and oue 
shall know its place no more. 

But the mercy of the Lord is from eternity and unto eter- 
nity : upon them that fear Him : 

And His justice unto his children's children : unto such as 
keep His covenant, 

And are mindful of His commandments : to do them. 

The Lord hath prepared His throne in heaven : and His 
kingdom shall rule over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels : you that are mighty in 
strength, and execute His word, hearkening to the voice of His 
words. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts : ye ministers of His that 
do His will. 

Bless the Lord, all His works : in every place of His do- 
minion bless the Lord, my soul. 

SECT, CXXIV, CHRISrS EXALTATION AND EVERLASTING PRIESTHOOD. 

Psalm cix. ^*^^ Lord said to my Lord: Sit Thou at My nght hand: 
1-7, Until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool :* 

The Lord will send forth the sceptre of Thy power out of 
Sion : rule Thou in the midst of Thine enemies. 

With Thee shall be dominion in the day of Thy power, amid 
tiie brightness of the saints : from the womb before the day-star 
I begot Thee. 

♦ This passage is quoted by our Lord (Matt, xzii.) as a prophecy of David 
conceminc; ihe Messias. 
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le Lord hath sworn, and He will not repent : Thou art a 
for ever after the order of Melchisedech.* 
le Lord upon thy right hand : hath overthrown kings in 
y of His wrath. 

? shall judge among nations, He shall fill them with ruins : 
all smite in sunder the heads in the land of many. 
} shall drink of the torrent in the way : therefore shall He 
His head. 

SECT, CXXV, QOD 13 THE KEEPER OF HIS SERVANTS, 

lAVE lifted up mine eyes to the mountains : from whence psalm 

Ip shall come. cxx. i-8« 

^ help is from the Lord : who made heaven and earth* 

t Him not suffer thy foot to be moved : neither let Him 

3r that keepeth thee. 

hold He that keepeth Israel : shall neither slumber nor 

e Lord is thy keeper : the Lord is thy protection upon 

;ht hand. 

e sun shall not burn thee by day: nor the moon by night. 

e Lord keepeth thee from all evil : may the Lord pre- 

hy soul. 

ly the Lord keep thy coming in and thy going out : from 

orth now and for ever. 

IXXVL A PRAYER FOR TUE FULFILLING OF THE PROMISE MADE 

TO DAVID. 

Lord, remember David : and all his meekness. Pi.ilm 

w he swore to the Lord : he vowed a vow to the God of ^Vi^^* 

r 

[ shall enter into the tabernacle of my house ; if I shall 
into my bed. 

[ shall give sleep to my eyes : or slumber to mine eye- 
rest unto the temples of my head : until I find out a 
or the Lord, a tabernacle for the God of Jacob, 
tiold we have heard of it in Ephrata : we have found it 
fields of the wood. 

Paul applies this to our Lord : 80 Christ also did not glorify Himself 
might he made a highpiHest : but He that said unto Him, Thou i\rt My 
3 day have I begotten Thee. As He saith also in another place : Thou 
est tor ever, accordmg to the order of Melchisedech. Ileb. v. Melchi- 
ras a type of our Lord as a priest See p. 16. 
lis Yow may have been made after the pestilence. See %ecl\o\i \^v^« 
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We will go into His tabernacle : we will adore in the 
where His feet have stood. 

Arise, Lord, into Thy resting-place: Thou and th 
which Thou hast sanctified. 

Let Thy priests be clothed with justice : and let Thy i 
rejoice. 

For Thy servant David's sake : turn not away the fj 
Thine Anointed. 

The Lord hath sworn the truth to David, and He wi 
make it void : of the fmii of thy body I will set upoi 
throne. 

If thy children will keep My covenant : and these My 
monies which I shall teach them : 

Their children also shall sit upon thy throne for everm 

For the Lord hath chosen Sion : He hath chosen it fc 
dwelling. 

This is My rest for ever and ever : here will I dwell, 
have chosen her. 

With blessing I will bless her widows : I will satis: 
poor with bread. 

I will clothe her priests with salvation : and her saints 
rejoice with exceeding joy. 

There will I bring forth a horn to David : I have pre 
a lamp for Mine Anointed. 

His enemies I will clothe with confusion : but upoi 
shall My sanctification flourish. 

SECT. CXXVIL THE LAMENTATION OF THE PEOPLE OB GOD IN 1 

CAPTIVITY IN BABYLON, 

PsxkXxA Upon the rivers of Babylon, there we sat and wept : 
*^^"^i^q* we remembered Sion. 

On the willows in the midst thereof we hung up our 
For there they that led us into captivity, required of 

words of songs. 

And they that carried us away said : Sing ye to us a 

of the songs of Sion. 

How shall we sing the song of the Lord : in a strange 
If 1 forget thee, Jerusalem : let my right hand I 

gotten. 

Let my tongue cleave to my jaws : if I do not remembe: 
If I make not Jerusalem : the beginning of my joy. 
Ilemember, O Lord, the children of Edom : in the 

Jerusalem :* 

* jTbcIdumeans aided the BabylouVaus mt\i^ ov^^ttbtow of Jenisalem. Ki 
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Who aay : Down with it, dowu with it, even to the founda- 
tion theTeofl 

miserable daughter of Babylon : blessed shall he be who 
ihall repay thee the payment which thou hast paid us. 

Blessed shall he be that shall take : and dash thy little ones 
igainst the rock. 

8ECT. CXXVIIL QOD'S SPECIAL PROVIDENCE OVER HJ3 SERVANTS. 

Lord, Thou hast proved me, and known me : Psalm 

Thou hast known my sitting down, and my rising up. J^o^^^"* 

Thou hast understood my thoughts afar off: my path and ' 
uy hue Thou hast searched out. 

And Thou hast foreseen all my ways : for there is no speech 
n my tongue. 

Behold, Lord, Thou hast known all things, the newest 
ind those of old : Thou hast formed me, and hast laid Thy hand 
ipon me. 

Thy knowledge is become wonderful to me : it is high, and 
[ cannot reach to it. 

Whither shall I go from Thy spirit ? or whither shall I flee 
rom Thy face ? 

If I ascend into heaven, Thou art there : if I descend into 
lell, Thou art present. 

If I take my wings early in the morning : and dwell in the 
ittermost parts of the sea : 

Even there also shall Thy hand lead me: and Thy right 
land shall hold me. 

And I said : Perhaps darkness shall cover me : and night 
hall be my light in my pleasures. 

But darkness shall not be dark to Thee, and night shall be 
ight as the day : the darkness thereof and the light thereof 
« alike to Thee. 

For Thou hast possessed my reins : Thou hast protected me 
rom my mother's womb. 

1 will praise Thee, for Thou art fearfully magnified : won- 
lerful are Thy works, and my soul knoweth them right well. 

My bone is not hidden from Thee, which Thou hast mado 
tt secret : and my substance in the lower parts of the earth. 

Thy eyes did see my imperfect being, and in Thy book all 
hall be written : days shall be formed, and no one in them. 

But to me Thy Mends, God, are made exceedingly hon- 
urable : their principality is exceedingly strengthened. 

I will number them, and they shall be multiplied above thQ 
and : I rose up, and am still with Thee. 
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If Thou wilt kill the wicked, God ; ye men of blood, ile- 
part from me : 

Because you say in thought : They shall receive Thy cities 
in vain. 

Have I not hated them, Lord, that hated Thee : and pineil 
away because of Thine enemies ? 

I have hated them with a perfect hatred : and they are lje- 
come enemies to me. 

Prove me, God, and know my heart : examine me, and 
know my paths. 

And see if there be in me the way of iniquity : and lead me 
in the eternal way. 

SECT, CXXIX. AN EXHORTATION TO PRAISE GOD FOR HIS BENEFITS. 

Psalm Praise ye the Lord, for it is good to sing praises : to our 
cxLvi.Ml. Qq(J \yQ joyful and comely praise. 

The Lord buildeth up Jerusalem : He will gather together 
the dispersed of Israel. 

Who healeth the broken of heart : and bindeth up their 
braises. 

Who tell&th the number of the stars : and calleth them all 
by their names. 

Great is our Lord, and great is His power : and of His wis- 
dom there is no measure. 

The Lord* lifteth up the meek : and bringeth the wicked 
down even to the ground. 

Sing ye to the Lord with praise : sing to our God upon the 
harp. 

Who covereth the heaven with clouds : and prepareth rain 
for the earth. 

Who maketh grass to grow on the mountains : and herbs 
for the service of men. 

Who giveth to beasts their food : and to the young ravens 
that call upon Him. 

He shall not delight in the strength of the horse : nor take 
pleasure in the legs of a man. 

The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him : and iu 
them that hope in His mercy. 
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SOLOMON'S CANTICLE OF CANTICLES. 

This book is called b^ this title as the most excellent of all canticles. It is a 
song or hymn written by Solomon, in which, under the symbols of earthly 
love, is expressed the mutual love of Christ and His spouse Church.* As the 
prophets continually represent the love of God for His people under the image 
of earthly love, so the Fathers abound in quotations from this book to picture 
oat the love, * strong as death,' that God has for His elect, and that huly 
souls have for Him. It is especially applied to the Blessed Virgin, and some 
of the mystic titles given to her are taken from this book. 

BECT, CXJX THE LOVE OF CHRIST AND HIS SPOUSE, 

I AM the flower of the field, and the lily of the valleys. As Canticles 
the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters. As "• ^'^'' 
the apple-tree among the trees of the woods, so is my beloved^ 
among the sons. I sat down under his shadow, whom I desired : 
and his fruit was sweet to my palate. He brought me into the 
cellar of wine, he directed his love to me. Stay me up with 
flowers, compass me about with apples : because I languish with 
love. His left hand ia. under my head, and his right hand shall 
embrace me. I adjure you, ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the 
roes and the harts of the fields, that ye stir not up, nor make 
the beloved to awake, till she please. The voice of my beloved, 
behold he cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping over 
the hills. My beloved is like a roe, or a young hart. Behold 
hd standeth behind our waU, looking through the windows, 
looking through the lattices. Behold my beloved speaketh to 
me : Arise, make haste, my love, my dove, my beautiful one, 
and come. For winter is now past, the rain is over and gone. 
The flowers have appeared in our land, the time of pruning is 
come : the voice of the turtle is heard in our land : the fig-tree 
hath put forth her green figs : the vines in flower yield their 
sweet smell. Arise, my love, my beautiful one, and come : my 
dove, in the clifts of the rock, in the hollow places of the wall, 
show mo thy face, let thy voice sound in my ears : for thy voice 
is sweet, and thy face comely. Catch us the little foxes that 
destroy the vines : for our vineyard hath flourished. My beloved 
to me, and I to him who feedeth among the lilies, till the day 

• So S. Paul speaks of Christ's love for the Church, Ephes. v. : Husbands, 
love your wives, as Christ also loved the Church, and delivered Himself up for 
it : . , , that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot 
or wrinkle, or any su^h thing, hat that it should he holy and without blemish. 
And S. John in the Apocalypse : And I John saw the holy city the new JerttsO' 
lent coming doum out of heaven from God, pi'cpared as a bride adorned fcr 
her husband. Chap. zxi. 
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break and the shadows retire. Eeturn : bo like, my beloved, to 
a roe, or to a young hart upon the mountains of Bether. 
Capticlcs In my bed by night I sought him whom my soul lovetli : I 
III. 1-6. sought him and found him not. I will rise, and will go abo\it 
the city : in the streets and the broad ways I will seek him 
whom my soul loveth. I sought him, and I found him not. 
The watchmen who keep the city found me : Have you seen 
him, whom my soul loveth ] When I had a little passed by 
them, I found him whom my soul loveth : I held him : and I 
will not let him go, till I bring him into my mother's house, 
and into the chamber of her that bore me. I adjure you, 
daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes and the harts of the fields, 
that you stir not up, nor awake my beloved, till she please. 
Who is she that goeth up by the desert, as a pillar of smoke of 
aromatical spices, of myrrh, and frankincense, and of all the 
powders of the perfumer ? 



THE PEOVEEBS. 

This book bears the name of Solomon, to whom it is ascribed by the general 
tradition of both Jews and Christians. It is thought to have been composed 
by him before he fell away from God by sin, although some have reckoned 
it among the fruits of his repentance. i*roverbs here denote wise maxims 
or mysterious sayings, directed especially to guide man in the path of daty, 
and guard him against the seductions of vice (Ke»rick). The Proverbs are 
quoted or referred to in the New Testament, principally in the Epistles. 

8ECT. CXXXL THE USE AND END OF THE PROVERBS. AN EXHORTATIOH 
TO FLEE THE COMPANY OF THE WICKED^ AND TO HEARKEN TG TBE 
VOICE OF WISDOM, 

Proverbs i. T^E parables* of Solomon, the son of David, king of 
1-38. Israel, 

To know wisdom and instruction : 

To understand the words of prudence : and to receive the 
instruction of doctrine, justice, and judgment, and equity : 

To give subtilty to little ones, to the young man knowledge 
and understanding. 

A wise man shall hear and shall be wiser : and he that un- 
derstandeth shall know how to govern. 

He shall understand a parable and the interpretation, the 
words of the wise, and their mysterious sayings. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Fools 
despise wisdom and instruction. 

''' Abridged compaiiaonft, BexLtenUous sayings. Eenbick, 



*\ 
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3u, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake nob 

>f thy mother : 

grace may he added to thy head, and a chain of gold 

!ck. 

3n, if sinners shall entice thee, consent not to them. 

jy shall say : Come with us, let us lie in wait for hlood, 

le snares for the innocent without cause : 

is swallow him up alive like hell, and whole as one 

h down into the pit. 

hall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses 

Is. 

in thy lot with us, let us all have one purse. 

on, walk not thou with them, restrain thy foot from 

IS. 

heir feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood. 
, net is spread in vain before the eyes of birds, 
they themselves lie in wait for their own blood, and 
leceits against their own souls. 

le ways of every covetous man destroy the souls of 
ssors. 

om cricth abroad, she uttereth her voice in the streets : 
e head of mu^itudes she crieth out ; in the entrance of 
of the city she uttereth her words, saying : 
Idren, how long will you love childishness, and fools 
se things which are hurtful to themselves, and the un- 
knowledge ? 

ye at my reproof: behold I will utter my spirit to 
will show you my words. 

ise I called, and you refused : I stretched out my hand, 
I was none that regarded, 
lave despised all my counsel, and have neglected my 

will laugh in your destruction, and will mock when 

come to you which you feared. 

L sudden calamity shall fall on you, and destmction, as 
, shall be at hand : when tribulation and distress shall 
n you: 

shall they call upon me, and I will not hear: they 

in the morning and shall not find me : 

se they have hated instruction, and received not the 

e Lord, 

onsented to my counsel, but despised all my reproof. 

fore they shall eat the fruit of their own way, and 

illed with their own devices. 
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The turniiig away of little ones shall kill them, and tli 
prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 

But he that shall hear me shall rest without terror, an 
shall enjoy abundance, without fear of evils. 



SECT, CXXXII, THE ADVANTAGES OF WISDOM. THE EVILS FROM WlilC 

II DELIVERS. 

Proverbs My SON, if thou wilt receive my words, and wilt hide n 
II. 1-22, commandments with thee, 

That thy ear may hearken to wisdom : incline thy heart 
know prudence. 

For if thou shalt call for wisdom, and incline thy hetart 
prudence : 

If thou shalt seek her as money, and shalt dig for her as f 
a treasure : 

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and sha 
find the knowledge of God : 

Because the Lord giveth wisdom : and out of His moul 
cometh prudence and knowledge. 

He guardeth the salvation of the righteous, and protectel 
them that walk in simplicit}'-, . 

Keeping the paths of justice, and guarding the ways 
saints. 

Then shalt thou understand justice, and judgment, ar 
equity, and every good path. 

If wisdom enter into thy heart, and knowledge please tl 
soul : 

Counsel shall keep thee, and prudence shall preserve thee 

That thou mayst be delivered from the evil way, and fro 
the man that speaketh perverse things : 

AVho leave the right way, and walk by dark ways : 

Who are glad when they have done evil, and rejoice in mo 
wicked things : 

Whose ways are perverse, and their steps infamous. 

That thou mayst be delivered from the strange woman, aii 
from the stranger, who softeneth her words ; 

And forsaketh the guide of her youth. 

And hath forgotten the covenant of her God : for, her hou^ 
inclineth unto death, and her paths to hell. 

!N"one that go in. unto her shall return again, neither slia 
they take hold of the paths of life. 

That thou mayst walk in a good way, and mayst keep tli 
paths of the just. 
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For they that are upright shall dwell in tiie earth, and the 
simple shall continne in it. 

But the wicked shall be destroyed from the earth : and they 
that do unjustly shall be taken away from it 

■SECT. CXXXIII, AN EXHORTATION TO THE PRACTICE OF VIRTUE, 

My son, forget not my la 97, and let thy heart keep my com- Proverbs 
wandments. "'• l-**^« 

For they shall add to thee length of days, and years of life 
and peace. 

Let not mercy and truth leave thee : put them about thy 
neck, and write them in the tables of thy heart : 

And thou shalt find grace and good understanding before 
God and men. 

Trust in the Lord with all thy heart j and rely not upon 
iliy own prudence. 

In all thy ways think on Him, and He will direct thy 
steps. 

Be not wise in thy own conceit : fear God, and depart from 
evil: 

For it shall be health to thy navel,* and moistening to thy 
bones. 

Honour the Lord with thy substance, and give Ilim of the 
first of all thy fruits : 

And thy bams shall be filled with abundance; and thy 
presses shall run over with wine. 

My son, reject not the correction of the Lord : and do not 
faint when thou art chastised by IJim : 

For whom the Lord loveth, He chastiseth : and as a father 
in his son, He taketh complacency. 

Blessed is the man that findeth wisdom and is rich in pru- 
dence : 

The purchasing thereof is better than the merchandise of 
silver, and her fruit than the chiefest and purest gold : 

She is more precious than all riches : and all the things that 
ii^e desired are not to be compared with her. 

Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand 
fiches and glory. 

Her ways are beautiful ways ; and all her paths are peace- 
able. 

She is a tree of life to them that lay hold on her : and he 
^bat shall retain her is blessed. 

♦ That is, to thy body. 
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The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth ; by ^nde^ 
standing He hath established the heavens. 

By His wisdom the depths have broken out ; and the clouda 
grow thick with dew. 

My son, let not these things depart from thy eyes : keep tlie 
law and counsel : 

And there shall be life to thy soul, and grace to thy mouth. 

Then shalt thou walk confidently in thy way ; and thy foot 
shall not stumble. 

If thou sleep, thou shalt not fear ; thou shalt rest, and tliy 
sleep shall be sweet. 

Be not afraid of sudden fear, nor of the power of the wicked 
falling upon thee. 

For the Lord will be at thy side, and will keep thy foot that 
thou be not taken. 

Do not withhold from doing good him who is able ; if thou 
art able, do good thyself also. 

Say not to thy friend : Go, and come again : to-morrow I 
will give to thee : when thou canst give at present. 

Practise not evil against thy friend when he hath confidence 
in thee. 

Strive not against a man without cause when he hath done 
thee no evil. 

Envy not the unjust man, and do not follow hife ways : 

Eor every mocker is an abomination to the Lord, and flis 
communication is with the simple. 

Want is from the Lord in the house of the wicked : but the 
habitations of the just shall be blessed. 

He shall scorn the scorners ; and to the meek He will give 
grace. 

The wise shall possess glory : the promotion of fools is dis- 
grace. 

SECT, CXXXIV. THE PREACHIKQ OF WISDOM. HER EXCELLENCE. 

Proverbs DoTH not wisdom Cry aloud, and prudence put forth her 
vni. 1-36. ^oice ? 

Standing in the top of the highest places by the way, in tlie 
midst of the paths. 

Beside the gates of the city, in the very doors she speaketh, 
saying : 

ye men, to you I call, and my voice is to the sons of men. 

little ones,* understand wisdom, and, ye unwise, take 
notice. 

* i.e. simple ones. 



I 
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Hear, for 1 will speak of great things : and my lips shall be 
)pened to preach right things. 

My mouth shall utter truth, and my lips shall hate wicked- 
less. 

All my words are just ; there is nothing wicked nor per- 
k'erso in them. 

They are right to them that understand, and just to them 
:hat find knowledge. 

Eeceive my instruction, and not money :* choose knowledge 
rather than gold. 

For wisdom is better than all the most precious things : and 
whatsoever may he desired cannot be compared to it. 

I wisdom dwell in counsel, and am present in deep thoughts. 

The fear of the Lord hateth evil : I hate arrogance, and 
[Jiide, and every wicked way, and a mouth with a double 
Jongue. 

Counsel and equity is mine : prudence is mine : strength h 
nine. 

By me kings reign, and lawgivers decree just things ; 

By me princes rule, and the mighty decree justice. 

I love them that love me : and they that watch for me, in 
•lie early morn shall iind me, 

With me are riches and glory ; glorious riches and justice. 

For my fruit is better than gold and the precious stone, and 
iiy blossoms than choice silver. 

I walk in the way of justice, in the midst of the paths of 
judgment, 

That I may enrich them that love me, and may fill their 
treasures. 

The Lord possessed me in the beginning of His ways, before 
He made any thing from the beginning. 

I was set up from eternity, and of old before the earth was 
made. 

The depths were not as yet, and I was already conceived ; 
neither had the fountains of water as yet sprung out : 

The mountains with their huge bulk had not as yet been 
established : before the hills I was brought forth : 

He had not yet made the earth, nor the rivers, nor the poles 
)f the world. 

When He prepared the heavens, I was present : when with 
I certain law and compass He enclosed the depths ; 

When He established the sky above, and poised the foun- 
ains of waters if 

♦ Rather than money. \ Vosi, c\wx^%» 
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When He compassed the sea with its bounds, and set a law 
. to the waters that they should not pass their limits : when He 
balanced the foundations of the earth. 

I was with Him forming all things ; and was delighted every 
day, playiug before Him at all times ; 

Playing in the world : and my delights were to be with the 
children of men. 

Now therefore, ye children, hear me : blessed are they that 
keep my ways. 

Hear instruction and be wise, and refuse it not. 

Blessed is the man that heareth me, and that watchcth daily 
at my gates, and waiteth at the posts of my doors.* 

He that shall find me shall find life, and shall have salva- 
tion from the Lord : 

But ho that shall sin against me shall hurt his own soul. 

All that hate mo love death. 

Proverbs A mild answer breaketh wrath : but a harsh word stirreth up 
XV. 1-18. f^^j.y 

The tongue of the wise adorncth knowledge : but the mouth 
of fools bubbleth out folly. 

The eyes of the Lord in every place behold the good and the evil. 

A peaceable tongue is a tree of life ; but that which is im- 
moderate shall crush the spirit. 

A fool laugheth at the instruction of his father : but he that 
regardeth reproofs shall become prudent. 

In abundant justice there is the greatest strength : but the 
devices of the wicked shall be rooted out. 

The house of the just is very much strength : and in the 
fruits of the wicked is trouble. 

The lips of the wise shall disperse knowledge : the heart of 
fools shall be unlike. 

The victims of the wicked are abominable to the Lord ; the 
vows of the just are acceptable. 

The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord : he 
that folio weth justice is beloved by Him. 

Instruction is grievous to him that forsaketh the way of life : 
ho that hateth reproof shall die. 

Hell and destruction are before the Lord : how much more 
the hearts of the children of men ? 

A corrupt man loveth not one tliat reproveth him : nor will 
he go to the wise. 

A glad heart maketh a cheerful countenance : but by grief 
of mind the spirit is cast down. 

* As scholaia at Uic doot oi Ihftic maater. 
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rhe lieart of the wise seeketh. instruction : and the mouth 

)ol8 feedeth on foolishness. 

All the days of the poor are evil : a secure mind is like a 

:inual feast. 

Better is a little with the fear of the Lord, than great trea- 

s without content. 

It is better to be invited to herbs with love, than to a 

id calf with hatred. 

A passionate man stirreth up strifes : he that is patient ap* 

jeth those that are stirred up. 



THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES. 

book is called Ecclesiastes, i\hich means a preacher, or one v,ho addresses 
II assembly. It is applied to Solomon, who is regarded both by Jews and 
bristians as the author. Some think that it was written after his fall and 
ipentance, which they infer from the fact that the author proclaims hisex- 
crience of the pleasures of life, and declares their vanity ; but as the con- 
crsion of Solomon was considered by the Fathers as doubtful, many argue 
lat they could not have believed that this book was written after his fall, 
nee it would afford convincing proof of his conversion. Kenrick. 

SECT. CXXXV, THE VANITY OF ALL TEMPORAL THINGS. 

The words of Ecclesiastes, the son of David, king of Jem- Eccles. i. 

m. ... . . . ^■^^®- 

Vanity of vanities, said Ecclesiastes : vanity of vanities, and 

s vanity. 

What hath amxin more of all his labour that he taketh under 

sun ? One generation passeth away, and another generation 

eth : but the earth standeth for ever. 

The sun riseth, and goeth down, and retumeth to his place : 

there rising again, maketh his round by the south, and 

leth again to the north : the wind goeth forward, surveying 

places round about, and retumeth to his circuits. All the 

rs mn into the sea, yet the sea doth not overflow : unto the 

e from whence the rivers come, they return to flow again. 

All things are hard : man cannot explain them by word. The 

is not filled with seeing, neither is the ear filled with hearing. 

What is it that hath been 1 the same thing that shall be. 

at is it that hath been done % the same that shall be done. 

hing under the sun is new, neither is any man able to say : 

old, this is new : for it hath already gone before, in the 

I that were before us. There is no remembrance of former 

P8 ; nor indeed of those things which hereaftei ar^ to ^otcA 
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shall there be any remembrance with them that shall be in tlie 
latter end. 

I Ecclesiastes was king over Israel in Jerusalemy,and I pro- 
posed in my mind to seek and search out wisely concemiDg all 
things that are done under the sun. This painful occupation 
hath God given to the children of men, to be exercised therein. 

I have seen all things that are done under the sun, and be- 
hold all is vanity and vexation of spirit. The perverse are hard 
to be corrected, and the number of fools is infinite. 

I have spoken in my heart, saying : Behold I am become 
great, and have gone beyond all in wisdom that wore before me 
in Jerusalem : and my mind hath contemplated many things 
wisely, and I have learned. And I have given my heart to know 
prudence, and learning, and errors, and folly : and I have per- 
ceived that in these also there was labour and vexation of spirit. 
Because in much wisdom there is much indignation : and be 
that addeth knowledge, addeth also labour. 

'SECT, CXXXVL SOLOMON'S EXPERIENCE OF THE DIFFERENT PURSUITS 

AND ENJOYMENTS OF LIFE. 

Eccles. IT. I SAID in my heart : I will go, and abound with delights, and 
^*^^' enjoy good things. And I saw that this also was vanity- 
Laughter I counted error ; and to mirth I said : Why art thou 
vainly deceived] 

I thought in my heart to withdraw my flesh from wine, tbat 
I might turn my mind to wisdom, and might avoid folly, till I 
might see what was profitable for the children of men : and what 
they ought to do under the sun, all the days of their life. 

I made me great works, I built me houses, and planted vine- 
yards ; I made gardens, and orchards, and set them with trees of 
all kinds ; and I made me ponds of water, to water therewith 
the wood of the young trees ; I got me men-servants, and maid- 
servants, and had a great family : and herds of oxen, and 
great flocks of sheep, above all that were before me in Jeru- 
salem ; 

I heaped together for myself silver and gold, and the wealth 
of kings and provinces : I procured myself singing men and 
singing women, and the delights of the sons of men, cups and 
vessels to serve to pour out wine ; and I surpassed in riches all 
that were before me in Jerusalem : my wisdom also remained 
with me. 

And whatsoever my eyes desired, I refused them not : and I 
withheld not my heart from enjoying every pleasure, and delight* 
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ig itself in the things which I had prepared ; and esteemed this 
y portion, to make use of my own labour. 

And when I turned myself to all the works which my hands 
id wrought, and to the labours wherein I had laboured in vain, 
saw in all things vanity and vexation of mind, and that no- 
iing was lasting under the sun. , 

I passed further to behold wisdom and errors, and folly 
►That is man, said I, that he can follow the King his master ?).••* 

And I saw that wisdom excelled folly, as much as light 
iffereth from darkness. The eyes of a wise man are in his head : 
le fool walketh in darkness : and I learned that they were to die 
}tli alike. 

And I said in my heart : If the death of the fool and mine 
lall be one, what doth it avail me, that I have applied myself 
lore to the study of wisdom] And speaking with my own 
and, I perceived that this also was vanity .t For there shall 
e no remembrance of the wise no more than of the fool for ever, 
ttd the times to come shall cover all things together with obli- 
ion : the learned dieth in like manner as the unlearned. And 
lerefore I was weary of my life, when I saw that all things 
nder the sun are evil, and all vanity and vexation of spirit. 

Again I hated all my application wherewith I had earnestly 
ibonred under the sun, being like to have an heir after me, 
torn I know not whether he will be a wise man or a fool, and 
B shall have rule over all my labours with which I have laboured 
ttd been solicitous : and is there any thing so vain 1 

Wherefore I left off and my heart renounced labouring any 
loie under the sun. For when a manlaboureth in wisdom, and 
nowledge, and carefulness, he leaveth what he hath gotten to 
tt idle man : so this also is vanity and a great evil. 

For what profit sball a man have of all his labour and vexa- 
on of spirit, with which he hath been tormented under the 
jn? All his days are full of sorrows and miseries, even in the 
ight he doth not rest in mind : and is not this vanity 1 

Is it not better to eat and drink, and to show his soul good 
lings of his labours? and this is from the hand of God. J Who 
kail so feast and abound with delights as I ? 

God hath given to a man that is good in His sight wisdom 
id knowledge and joy: but to the sinner He hath given vexa- 

* This is explained to mean that, in examining into what was wisdom and 
lit was follv, what could he know in comparison with the knowled/^o of God 
sking? 

t ao amonnt of wisdom or knowledge will enable man to esc8\>c from death. 

t S. Jerome explains tiiis to mean that it is better to enjoy tne good things 
it God has given ns than to weary ourselves with vain pwtaviiVa, 



388 THE PROPHETS. 

tion, and superfluous care to heap up and to gather together, and 
to give to him that hath pleased God : but this also is vanity, 
and a fruitless solicitude of the mind. 

SECT, CXXXYJJ, TUB TRUE WISDOM, SINCE DEATH MUST COMB, IS TO FEMi 

AND OBEY aOD, 

Eccles. XII. Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, before tlie 
^■^^* time of affliction come, and the years draw nigh of which thou 
shalt say : They please me not : before sun, and the light, and the 
moon, and the stars be darkened, and the clouds return after the 
rain : when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the 
strong men shall stagger, and the grinders shall be idle in a 
small number, and they that look through the holes shall be 
darkened.* And they shall shut the dbors in the street when 
the grinder's voice shall be low, and they sliaU rise up at the 
voice of the bird, and all the daughters of music shall grow deaf. 
And they shall fear high things, and they shall be afraid in the 
way : the almond-tree shall flourish, the locust shall be made fat, 
and the caper- tree destroyed : because man shall go into the 
house of his eternity, and the mourners shaU go round about in 
the street. 

Before the silver cord be broken, and the golden fillet shrink 
back, and the pitcher be crushed at the fountain, and the wheel 
be broken upon the cistern, and the dust return into its earth, 
from whence it was, and the spirit return to God, who gave it. 

Vanity of vanities, said Ecclesiastes, and all things are vanity. 

And whereas Ecclesiastes was very wise, he taught the people 
and declared the things that he had done : and seeking out, he 
set forth many parables. He sought profitable words, and wrote 
words most right and full of truth. 

The words of the wise are as goads and as nails deeply 
fastened in,f which by the counsel of masters are given from one 
shepherd. More than these, my son, require not. Of making 
many books there is no end : and much study is an afiliction ot 
the flesh. 

Let us all hear together the conclusion of the discourse. Fear 
God and keep His commandments : for this is all man. 

And all things that are done,J God will bring into judgment 
for every error, whether it be good or evil. 

* This is a figurative description of the human body, the keepers being 
lUii arms, the strong men the feet and legs, and so forth. Kbxrick. 
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As goads to urge on, and as nails that have fast hold of the niindt 
>Jvery hidden thing. 
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THE BOOK or WISDOM. 

113 book it) so called because it treats of wisdom, its excellence, its happy 
fruits, and of the means of obtaining it. It is commonly ascribed to Solo- 
mon, and is written in his name ; but from the times of the Fathers, who 
repeatedly" quote it, the better informed believed that it was not liis work. 
It was written in Greek, and perhaps at the time of the Macchabccs. It hns 
been received into the number of canonical books from very early times by 
the Church. 

SECT. CXXXVIII. AN EXHORTATION TO LOVE GOD, WHO CANNOT BE 
DECEIVED^ AND WHO DESIRES NOT OUR DEATH, 

Love justice, you that are the judges of the earth. Think of wisfdom i. 
le Lord in goodiiess, and seek Him in simplicity of heart. i-ic. 

For He is found by them that tempt Him not : and He showeth 
imself to them that have faith in Him. For perverse thoughts 
parate from God : and His power, when it is tried, reprove th 
le unwise ; for wisdom will not enter into a malicious soul, nor 
f^ell in a body subject to sins. 

For the holy spirit of discipline will flee from the deceitful, 
id will withdraw from senseless thoughts, and will not abide 
hen iniquity cometh in. 

For the spirit of wisdom is benevolent, and will not acquit 
f his lips the evil speaker ; for God is witness of his reins, and 
a true searcher of his heart, and a hearer of his tongue. 

For the Spirit of the I«ord hath filled the whole world : and 
lat which containeth all things hath knowledge of the voice.* 
herefore he that speaketh unjust things cannot be hid, neither 
lall the chastising judgment pass him by. 

Fop inquisition shall be made into the thoughts of the un- 
>dly: and the hearing of his words shall come to God, to the 
lastising of his iniquities. 

For the ear of jealousy heareth all things, and the noise of 
urmuring shall not be hid. Keep ^'ourselves thereiore from 
urmuring, which profiteth nothing ; and refrain your tongue 
on detraction ; for an obscure speech shall not go for naught : 
id the mouth that belieth, killeth the soul. Seek not death 
L the error of your life, neither procure ye destruction by the 
orks of your hands. 

For God made not death, neither hath He pleasure in the 
istruction of the living.f For He created all things that they 

* That is, of every thing uttered by men. 

t So it is said in the book of Ezechicl : As I lii% saiih the Lord^ I desire 
i th^ death of the xolcJced, Chap, xxxiii. 
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might be : and He made the nations of the earth healthful :* 
and there is no poison of destruction in them, nor hingdom of 
hell upon the earth. 

For justice is perpetual and immortal. 

But the wicked with works and words have called it to 
them : and esteeming it a friend, have fallen away, and have 
made a covenant with it : because they are worthy to be of tlio 
part thereof, 

8ECT, CXXXIX, THE VAIN REASONINOS OF THE WICKED, 

Wisdom ir. * FoR they have said, reasoning with themselves, but not rightly: 
1-25. Xhe time of our life is short and tedious, and in the end of a 
man there is no remedy ; and no man hath been known to have 
returned from hell.t 

For we are born of nothing, and after this we shall be as if 
we had not been : for the breath in our nostrils is smoke : and 
speech a spark in the moving of our heart, which being put 
out, our body shall be ashes, and our spirit shall be poured 
abroad as soft air ; and our life shall pass away as the trace of a 
cloud, and shall be dispersed as a mist, wliich is driven away by 
the beams of the sun, and overpowered with the heat thereof: 
and our name in time shall be forgotten, and no man shall 
have any remembrance of our works. For our time is as the 
passing of a shadow, and there is no going back of our end : for 
it is fast sealed,J and no man rcturneth. 

Come therefore and let us enjoy the good things that are 
present, and let us speedily use the creatures as in youth, let 
us fill ourselves with costly wine and ointments : and let not 
the flower of the time pass by us. Let us crown ourselves with 
roses before they be withered : let no meadow escape our ript- 
Let none of us go without his part in luxury : let us every- 
where leave tokens of joy: for this is our portion, and this is 
our lot. 

Let us oppress the poor just man, and not spare the widow, 
nor honour the ancient gray hairs of the aged. But let our 
strength be the law of justice : for that which is feeble is found 
to be nothing worth. 

Let us therefore lie in wait for the just, because he is not for 
OUT turn, and he is contrary to our doings, and upbraidetji iis 
with transgressions of the law, and divulgeth against us the sins 

* Sound, full of life and vigour, with no seeds of death in them. Thi3 
refers to the original state of man before the falL Kenbick. 
f The place of departed souls. 
X Allusion is made to the custom of sealing the tomb. Kenbicic. 
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f our way of life. He boasteth that lie hath, the knowledge of 
Jod, and calleth himself the son of God. He is become a cen- 
urer of our thoughts. He is grievous unto us, even to behold : 
}r his life is not like other men's, and His ways are very differ- 
nt. "We are esteemed by him as triflers, and he abstaineth 
rom our ways as from filthiness ; and he preferreth the latter 
ad of the just, and glorieth that he hath God for his father. 

Let us see then if his words be true ; and let us prove what 
ball happen to him, and we shall know what his end shall be. 
or if he be the true son of God, He will defend him, and will 
eliver him from the hands of his enemies. 

Let us examine him by outrages and tortures, that we may 
Jiow his meekness and try his patience. Let us condemn him 
a most shameful death : for there shall be respect had unto 
im by his words.* 

These things they thought, and were deceived : for their 
wa malice blinded them. And they knew not the secrets of 
Jod, nor hoped for the wages of justice, nor esteemed the 
lonour of holy souls. 

For God created man incorruptible, and to the image of His 
wn likeness He made him. But by the envy of the devil death 
ame into the world : and they follow him that are of his side. 



SSCT» CXL. O0D*a CARE OF THE JUST. THE REPEIfTANCB OF THE 

WICKED WHEN TOO LATE, 

But the souls of the just are in the hand of God, €ind the Wisdom 
orment of death shall not touch them. In the sight of the un- ^^^' ^'^^* 
fise they seemed to die : and their departure was taken for 
oisery, and their going away from us for utter destruction : but 
hey are in peace. 

And though in the sight of men they suffered torments, their 
'Ope is full of immortality. Afflicted in few things, in many 
key shall be well rewarded :+ because God hath tried them, and 
ound them worthy of Himself. As gold in the furnace He hath 
'loved them, and as a victim of a holocaust He hath received 
hem, and in time there shall be respect had to them. 

The just shall shine, and shall run to and fro like sparks 
mong the reeds. J They shall judge nations and rule over 
•eople, and their Lord shall reign for ever. They that trust in 

* This seems to mean that Lis death would serve to test the truth of his 
ords, since he boasted that God would have regard to him. Krnrick. See 
salmxxi 8. 

t For their faith and constancy. 

I Becds light quickly and burn brightly. 
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Him shall understand the truth : and they that are faithful in 
love shall rest in Him : for grace and peace is to His elect. 

But the wicked shall be punished according to their own 
devices : who have neglected the just, and have revolted from 
the Lord. 
Wisdom Then shall the just stand with great constancy against those 
V. 1-17. that have afflicted them and taken away their labours. 

These seeing it shall J^e troubled with terrible fear, and shall 
be amazed at the suddenness of their unexpected salvation, 
saying within themselves, repenting and groaning for anguish 
of spirit : These are they whom we had some time in derision, 
and for a parable of reproach. We fools esteemed their life 
madness, and their end without honour. Behold, how they are 
numbered among the children of God, and their lot is among 
the saints. Therefore we have erred from the way of truth,and 
the light of justice hath not shined unto us, and the sun of un- 
derstanding hath not risen upon us. We wearied ourselves in 
the way of iniquity and destruction, and have walked through 
hard ways, but the way of the Lord we have not known. What 
* liath pride profited us ? or what advantage hath the boasting of 
riches brought us ? 

All those things are passed away like a shadow, and like a 
post* that runneth on, and as a ship that passeth through the 
waves, whereof when it is gone by the trace cannot be found, 
nor the path of its keel in the waters : or as when a bird flieth 
through the air, of the passage of which no mark can be found, 
but only the sound of the wings beating the light air, and part- 
ing it by the force of her flight ; she moved her wings, and hath 
flown through, and there is no mark found afterwards of hei 
way : or as when an arrow is shot at a mark, the divided air 
presently cometh together again, so that the passage thereof is 
not known : 

So we also being bom, forthwith ceased to be : and have been 
able to show no mark of virtue : but are consumed in our 
Avickcdness. Such things as these the sinners said in hell. 

For the hope of the wicked is as dust, which is blown away 
with the wind, and as a thin froth which is dispersed by the 
storm : and a smoke that is scattered abroad by the wind : and 
as the remembrance of a guest of one day that passeth by. 

But the just shall liv« for evermore : and their reward is with 
the Lord, and the care of them with the Most High. Therefore 
shall they receive a kingdom of glory, and a crown of beauty a* 
the hand of the Lord : for with His right hand He will cover 
thew, and with His holy arm He will defend them. 
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SECT. CXLL TUE EXCELLENCE OF WISDOM, 

Whebefobe I wished, and understanding was given me : and Wisdom 
I called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom came upon me; and ^^'* 7"*^^* 
I preferred her before kingdoms and thrones, and esteemed 
riches nothing in comparison of her. Neither did I compare 
unto her any precious stone : for all gold in comparison of her 
is as a httle sand, and silver in respect to her shall he counted 
as clay. I loved her above health and beauty, and chose to have 
her instead of light : for her light cannot be put out. 

Now all good things came to me together with her, and in- 
numerable riches through her hands.* And I rejoiced in all 
these : for this wisdom went before me, and I knew not that she 
was the mother of them all. Which I have learned sincerely, and 
communicate freely, and hex riches I hide not. For she is an 
unfaiUng treasure to men ; which they that use become the 
fiiends of God, being commended for the gift of discipline. 

And God hath given to me to speak as I would, and to con- 
cei?e thoughts worthy of those things that are given me : be- 
cause He is the guide of wisdom, and the director of the wise : 
iorm His hand are both we and our words, and all wisdom, and 
the knowledge and skill of works. 

For He hath given me the true knowledge of the things that, 
are : to know the disposition of the whole world, and the virtues 
of the elements, the beginning, and ending, and midst of the 
times, the alterations of their courses, and the changes of seasons, 
the revolutions of the year, and the positions of the stars, the 
natures of living creatures, and rage of wild beasts, the force of 
^inds, and reasonings of men, the diversities of plants, and the 
^irtae8 of roots, and all such things as are hid and not foreseen, 
I have learned : for wisdom, which is the worker of all things, 
told me. 

For in her is the spirit of understanding : holy, one, maui- 
Wd, subtile, eloq^uent, active, undefiled, sure, sweet, loving that 
^hichisgood, quick,which nothing hindereth, beneficent, gentle, 
l^d, steadfast, assured, secure, having all power, overseeing all 
thingis, and containing all spirits intelligible, pure, subtile. 

Fox wisdom is more active than all active things, and 
Macbeth everywhere by reason of her purity. 

For she is a vapour of the power of God, and a certain pure 
emanation of the glory of the Almighty God : and therefore no 
defiled thing cometh into her. For she is the brightness of 

* So God rewarded Solomon for his asking for wisdom above all things, by 
giving him riches and greatness as well. 
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eternal ligbt, and the unspotted mirror of God's majesty, and 
tlie image of His goodness. And being but one, she can do all 
things : and remaining in herself the same, she reneweth all 
things, and through nations conveyeth herself into holy sods, 
she maketh the friends of God and prophets. For God loveth 
none but him that dwellcth with wisdom. 

For she is more beautiful than the sun, and above all the 
order of the stars : being compared with the light, she is found 
before it. For after this cometh night, but no evil can OYe^ 
come wisdom. 
Wisdom She reacheth therefore from end to end mightily, and 
viH. 1-9. ordereth all things sweetly. Her have I loved, and have sought 
her out from my youth, and have desired to take her foi my 
spouse, and I became a lover of her beauty. She glorifieth her 
nobility by being united with God : yea and the Lord of all 
things hath loved her. 

For it is she that teacheth the knowledge of God, and is the 
chooser of His works. And if riches be desired in life, what is 
richer than wisdom, which maketh all things? And if skill 
work, who is a more artful worker than she of those things 
that exist ? 

And if a man love justice, her labours have great virtues: 
for she teacheth temperance, and prudence, and justice, and for- 
titude, which are such things as men can have nothing moie 
prolitable in life. 

And if a man desire much knowledge, she knoweth things 
past, and judgeth of things to come ; she knoweth the suhtilties 
of speeches and the solutions of arguments : she knoweth signs 
and wonders before they be done, and the events of times and ages. 

I purposed therefore to take her to me to live with me : 
knowing that she will communicate to me of her good things^ 
and will be a comfort in my cares and grief. 

SECT,CXLII. SOLOMON'S PRAYER FOR WISDOM. HE RECOUNTS WBAT 

WISDOM HAD DONE FOR OTHERS. 

Wijklom And as I knew that I could not otherwise be continent, 

VIII. 21. except God gave it, and this also was a point of wisdom, to 

know whose gift it was, I went to the Lord and besought Him, 

and said with my whole heart : 

V^isdom God of my fathers and Lord of mercy, who hast made all 

**• ^"^ things by Thy word, and by Thy wisdom hast appointed man, 

ll^ that he should have dominion over the creature that was inad® 

Ht by Thee, that he should order the world according to equity and 

^Bl justice^ and (^^ecute justice with an upright heart: give mo 
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visdom, that sittetli by Thy throne, and cast me not off from 
imong Thy children. 

For who among men is he that can know the counsel of God? Wisdom 
►r who can think what the will of God is? For the thoughts '^- ^^"^^ 
)f mortal men are fearful and our counsels uncertain. 

For the corruptible body is a load upon the soul, and the 
artbly habitation presseth down the mind that museth upon 
nany things. And hardly do we guess aright at things that are 
ipon earth : and with labour do we find the things that are 
)efore us. But the thinga that are in heaven, who shall search 
mt? And who shall know Thy thought, except Thou give 
visdom, and send Thy Holy Spirit from above ? 

And so the ways of them that are upon earth may be 
sorrected, and men may learn the things that please Thee. For 
)y wisdom they were healed, whosoever have pleased Thee, 
[iOid; firom the beginning. 



THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTICUS. 

^ book is 80 called probably with reference to Ecclesiastes, as having the 
same object — to inculcate moral maxims and expose the vanity of human 
pursuits. The author was Jesus the son of Sirach, who flourished about 800 
^eai^ before Christ. It was first written in Hebrew, and then translated 
into Greek by a grandson of the author, who bore the same name. Though 
not acknowl^ged by tide Jews, yet it is quoted as canonical by the Fathers. 

^CT, CXLIIL ALL WISDOM IS FROM GOD, AND IS GIVEN TO THEM THAT 
FEAR GOD, THE SERVANTS OF GOD MUST LEARN PATIENCE, 

All wisdom is from the Lord God, and hath heen always eccIus. 
^th Him, and is before all time. 1. 1-19. 

Who hath numbered the sand of the sea, and the drops of 
liu, and the days of the world? Who hath measured the 
eight of heaven, and the breadth of the earth, and the depth 
^ the abyss ? 

Who hath searched out the wisdom of God thatgocth before 
I things ? 

Wisdom hath been created before all things, and the undcr- 
•anding of prudence from everlasting. 

The word of God on high is the fountain of wisdom, and lier 
ays are everlasting commandments. 

To whom hath the root of wisdom been revealed, and who 
Uh known her wise counsels? 

To whom hath the discipline of wisdom been revealed and 
ade manifest? and who hath understood the multiplicity of 
^i steps ? 
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Tbere is one most high Creator AluiigLty, and a powerful 
King, and greatly to be feared, who sitteth upon His throne, 
and is the God of dominion. 

He created her in the Holy Ghost, and saw her, and mim- 
bere<l her and measured her. 

And He poured her out upon all His works, and upon all flesh 
according to His gift, and hath given her to them that love Him. 

The fear of the Lord is honour, and glory, and gladness, and 
a crown of joy. 

The fear of the Lord shall delight the heart, and shall give 
joy, and gladness, and length of days. 

With him that feareth the Lord, it shall go well in the 
latter end, and in the day of his death he shall be blessed. 

The love of God is honourable wisdom. 

And they to whom she shall show herself, love her by the 
sight and by the knowledge of her great works. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and was 
created with the faithful in the womb ; it walketh with chosen 
women, and is loiown with the just and faithful. 

The fear of the Lord is the religiousness of knowledge. 

Eeligiousness shall keep and justify the heart, it shall gi^e 
joy and gladness. 

It shall go well with him that feareth the Lord, and in the 
days of his end he shall be blessed. 
Ecclus. Son, when thou comest to the service of God, stand in jus- 
n, l-i'3. tice and in fear, and prepare thy soul for temptation. 

Humble thy heart, and endure : incline thy ear, and receive 
the words of understanding : and make not haste* in time of 
trouble. 

Wait on God with patience : join thyself to God and en- 
dure, that thy life may be increased in the latter end-f 

Take all that shall be brought upon thee : and in thy sorro^v 
endure, and in thy humiliation keep patience. 

For gold and silver are tried in the fire, but acceptable men 
in the furnace of humiliation. 

Believe God and He will recover thee : and direct thy way 
and trust in Him. Keep His fear and grow old therein. 

Ye that fear the Lord, wait for His mercy : and go not asii^ 
from Him, lest ye fall. 

Ye that fear the Lord, believe Him : and your reward shall 
not be made void. 

Ye fhat fear the Lord, hope in Him : and mercy shall com^ 
to you for your delight. 
* To make haste meana to act rashly, f As God rewarded the patience ofTob. 
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Ye that fear the Lord, love Him, and your heart shall be en- 
btened. 

My children, behold the generations of men : and know yo 
it no one hath hoped in the Lord and hath been confounded. 

For who hath continued in His commandment and hath 
an forsaken 1 or who hath called upon Him and He despised 
n1 

For God is compassionate and merciful, and will forgive sins 
the day of tribulation : and He is a protector to all that seek 
m in truth. 

Woe to them that are of a double heart, and to wicked lips, 
i to the hands that do evil, and to the sinner that goeth on 
} earth two ways. 

Woe to them that are fjEunt-hearted, who believe not God : 
i therefore they shall not be protected by Him. 

Woe to them that have lost patience, and that have forsaken 
J right ways, and have gone aside into crooked ways. 

And what will they do, when the Lord shall begin to 
imine 1 

They that fear the Lord will not be incredulous to His 
rd : and they that love Him will keep His way. 

They that fear the Lord will seek after the things that are 
11 pleasing to Him : and they that love Him shall be filled 
kh His law. 

They that fear the Lord will prepare their hearts, and in 
8 sight will sanctify their souls. 

They that fear the Lord keep His commandments, and will 
ve patience even unto His visitation, 

Saying : If we do not penance, we shall fall into the hands 
the Lord, and not into the hands of men. 

For according to His greatness, so also is His mercy with him. 

^T, CKLIV, THE EXCELLENCE OF SUBMISSION AND HONOUR TO PARENTS. 
THE DANGER OF TOO GREAT CURIOSITY, 

The sons of wisdom are the church of the just : and their Ecclus. 
tion obedient and loving. ^^^* ^'°^» 

Children, hear the judgment of your father, and so do that 
may be saved. 

For God hath made the father honourable to the children : 
i seeking the judgment of the mother, hath confirmed it upon 
5 children. 

He that loveth God shall obtain pardon for his sins, and 
lU refrain himself from them, and shall be heard in the day 
his prayer. 
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And he that honoureth his mother is as one that layett up 
a treasure. 

Ho that honoureth his father shall have joy in his own 
children, and in the day of his prayer he shall be heard. 

He that honoureth his father shall enjoy a long life : and he 
that oheyeth the father shall be a comfort to his mother. 

He that feareth the Lord honoureth his parents, and will 
serve them as his masters that brought him into the world. 

Honour thy father in work, and word, and all patience, tbat 
a blessing may come upon thee from him, and his blessing may 
remain in the latter end. 

The father's blessing establisheth the houses of the children, 
but the mother's curse rooteth up the foundation. 

Glory not in the dishonour of thy father : for his shame is 
no glory to thee. 

For the glory of a man is from the honour of his father, and 
a father without honour is the disgrace of the son. 

Son, support the old age of thy father, and grieve him not 
in his life ; 

And if his understanding fail, have patience with him, and 
despise him not when thou art in thy strength : for the reliev- 
ing of the father shall not be forgotten. 

For good shall be repaid to thee for the sin of thy mother. 

And in justice thou shalt be built up, and in the day of 
affliction thou shalt be remembered : and thy sins shall melt 
away as the ice in the fair warm weather. 

Of what an evil fame is he that forsaketh his father : and he 
is cursed of God that angereth his mother. 

My son, do thy works in meekness, and thou shalt be be- 
loved above the glory of men. 

The greater thou arb, the more humble thyself in all things* 
and thou shalt find grace before God : 

For great is the power of God alone, and He is honoured by 
the humble. 

Seek not the things that are too high for thee, and seatcb 
not into things above thy ability : but the things that God hatk 
commanded thee, think on them always, and in many of His 
works be not curious. 

For it is not necessary for thee to see with thine eyes those 
things that are hid. 

In unnecessary matters be not over-curious, and in many of 
His works thou shalt not be inquisitive. 

For many things are shown to thee above the understanding 
of men. 
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And the suspicion of them* hath deceived many, and hath 
lamed their mmds in vanity. 

A hard heart shall fear evil at the last : and he that loveth 
iger shall perish in it. 

A heart that goeth two ways shall not have success, and the 
•verse of heart sliall be scandalised therein. 

A wicked heart shall be laden with sorrows, and the sinner 
.1 add sin to sin. 

The congregation of the proud shall not be healed : for the 
nt of wickedness shall take root in them, and it shall not be 
'ceived. 

The heart of the wise is understood in wisdom, and a good 

will hear wisdom with all desire. 

A wise heart, and which hath understanding, will abstain 
m sins, and in the works of justice shall have success. 

ECT, CXLV, AN EXHORTATION TO WORK^ OF MERCY, TO WISDOM AND 

PRUDENCE, 

Water quencheth a flaming fire, and alms resisteth sins : EccIus. 

And God provideth for him that showeth favour : He re- m. 33-S4. 
mbereth him afterwards, and in the time of his fall he shall 
i a sure stay. 

Son, defraud not the poor of alms, and turn not away thy EccIus. 
is from the poor. iv. 1-36. 

Despise not the hungry soul : and provoke not the poor in 

want. 

Afflict not the heart of the needy, and defer not to give to 
u that is in disftress. 

Reject not the petition of the afflicted : and turn not away 
T face from the needy. 

Turn not away thy eyes from the poor for fear of anger : 
d leave not to them that ask of thee to curse thee behind th}^ 
ek. 

For the prayer of him that curseth thee in the bitterness 
his soul shall be heard : for He that made him will hear him. 

Make thyself affable to the congregation of the poor, and 
imhle thy soul to the elder, and bow thy head to a great 
an. 

Bow down thy ear cheerfully to the poor : and pay what 
^ou owest, and answer him peaceable words with mildness. 

Deliver him that suffereth wrong out of the hand of the 
'oud : and be not faint-hearted in thy soul. 

* Self-confidence and rash examination of matters beyond comprehension. 



400 TliE niOPHEia 

In judging be merciful to the fatherless as a father, and a8 a 
husband to their mother. 

And thou shalt be as the obedient son of the Most High, 
and He will have mercy on thee more than a mother. 

Wisdom inspireth life into her children, and protecteththem 
that seek after her, and will go before tliem in the way of justice. 

And he that loveth her loveth life : and they that watch 
for her shall embrace her sweetness. 

They that hold her fast shall inherit life : and whitherso- 
ever she ontereth, God will give a blessing. 

They that serve her shall be servants to the Holy One : and 
God loveth them that love her. 

He that hearkeneth to her shall judge nations : and he that 
looketh upon her shall remain secure. 

If he trust to her, he shall inherit her, and his generation 
shall be in assurance. 

For she walketh with him in temptation;* and at the first 
she chooseth him. 

She will bring upon him fear, and dread, and trial : and she 
will scourge him with the affliction of her discipline, till she try 
him by her laws and trust his soul. 

Then she will strengthen him, and make a straight way to 
him, and give him joy. 

And will disclose her secrets to him, and will heap upon 
him treasures of knowledge and understanding of justice. 

But if he go astray, she will forsake him and deliver him 
into the hands of his enemy. 

Son, observe the time, and fly from evil. 

For thy life be not ashamed to say the truth. 

For there is a shame that bringeth sin ; and there is ^ shame 
that bringeth glory and grace. 

Bo not an acceptor of persons to thine own detriment, nor 
utter a lie against thy soul. 

Kespect not thy neighbour in his fall if 

And refrain not to speak in the time of salvation. Hide not 
thy wisdom in her beauty. 

For by the tongue wisdom is discerned : and understanding, 
and knowledge, and learning by the word of the wise, and stead 
fastness in the works of justice. 

In no wise speak against the truth : but be ashamed to He 
through ignorance. 

* She tries his fidelity by subjecting him to severe trials, 
t That is, do not jrield to human respect, so as to fall into sin, and canseyour 
owD ruJB, Kenrick, 
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Be not ashamed to confess thy sins, but subject not thyself 
every man for sin. 

Beslst not against the face of the mighty, and do not strive 
linst the stream of the river. 

Strive for justice for thy soul ; and even unto death fight 
justice, and God will overthrow thy enemies for thee. 

Be not hasty in thy tongue, and slack and remiss in thy 
rks. 

Be not as a lion in thy house, terrifying them of thy house- 
Id, and oppressing them that are under thee. 

Let not thy hand be stretched out to receive, and shut when 
3u shouldst give. 



'T*. CXLVI. WISDOM COMES TO THOSE THAT FEAR GOD. WE ARE FREE 
TO CHOOSE GOOD OR EVIL, WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US, 

He that feareth God will do good : and he that possesseth EccIus. 
tice shall lay hold on her. xv. i.2i 

And she will meet him as an honourable mother, and will 
eive him as a wife married of a virgin. 
With the bread of life and understanding she shall feed 
a, and give him the water of wholesome wisdom to drink : 
1 she shall be made strong in him, and he shall not be moved : 
And she shall hold him fast, and he shall not be confounded : 
I she shall exalt him among his neighbours, 
And in the midst of the church she shall open his mouth, 
I shall fill him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
I shall clothe him with a robe of glory. 
She shall heap upon him a treasure of joy and gladness, and- 
ill cause him to inherit an everlasting name. 
But foolish men shall not obtain her : and wise men shall 
et her ; foolish men shall not see her : for she is far from pride 
1 deceit. 

Lying men shall not be mindful of her : but men that speak 
th shall be found with her, and shall advance, even till they 
tte to the sight of God. 

Praise is not seemly in the mouth of a sinner : 
For wisdom came forth from God : for praise shall be with 
I wisdom of God, and shall abound in a faithful mouth, and 
> sovereign Lord will give praise unto it. 
Say not : It is through God that she is not with me : for do 
ii thou the things that He hateth. 

Say not : He hath caused me to err : for He hath no need 
wicked men. 
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The Lord hateth all abomination of error, and they that fear 
Him shall not love it. 

God made man from the beginning, and left him in the 
hand of his own counsel. 

He added His commandments and precepts. 

If thou wilt keep the commandments and perform accept- 
able fidelity for ever, they shall preserve thee. 

He hath set water and fire before thee : stretch forth thy 
hand to which thou wilt. 

Before man is life and death, good and evil : that which he 
shall choose shall be given him : 

For the wisdom of God is great, and He is strong in power; 
seeing all men without ceasing. 

The eyes of the Lord are towards them that fear Sim, and 
He knoweth all the work of man. 

He hath commanded no man to do wickedly, and He hath 
given no man license to sin^: 

For He desireth not a multitude of faithless and unprofit- 
able children. 
Ecclu8. God created man of the earth, and made him after His own 
^^"- ^-^7. image. 

And He turned him into it again, and clothed him with 
strength according to Himself. 

He gave him the number of his days and time, and gave 
him power over all things that are upon the earth. 

He put the fear of him upon all flesh, and he had dominion 
over beasts and fowls. 

He created of him a helpmate like to himself: He gave 
them counsel, and a tongue, and eyes, and ears, and a heart to 
devise : and He filled them with the knowledge of under- 
standing. 

He created in them the science of the spirit, He filled their 
heart with wisdom, and showed them both good and evil 

Ho set His eye upon their hearts, to show them the great- 
ness of His works : 

That they might praise the name which He hath sanctified : 
and glory in His wondrous acts, that they might declare the 
glorious things of His works. 

Moreover He gave them instructions, and the law of life for 
an inheritance. 

He made an everlasting covenant with them, and He showed 
them His justice and judgments. 

And their eye saw the majesty of His glory, and their ears heard 
His glorious voice, and He said to them : Beware of all iniquity. 
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Ho gave to every one of them commandment concem- 

Bighbour. 

ways are always before Him, they are not hidden from 

every nation He set a ruler. 

[srael was made the manifest portion of God. 

ill their works are as the sun in the sight of God : and 

are continually upon their ways. 

covenants were not hid by their iniquity, and all their 

are in the sight of God. 

//. THE GLORY OF WISDOM IN CREATION. HER SPECIAL GIFTS 
TO GOD'S CHOSEN PEOPLE, 

CM shall praise her own self, and shall be honoured in Ecclus. 

shall glory in the midst of her people. ^^iv. 1 32. 

shall open her mouth in the churches of the Most 
i shall glorify herself in the sight of His power, 
in the midst of her own people she shall be exalted, 

be admired in the holy assembly. 

n the multitude of the elect she shall have praise, and 

e blessed she shall be blessed, saying : 

e out of the mouth of the Most High, the first-born 

creatures : 

e that in the heavens there should rise light that nevei 

id as a cloud I covered all the earth : 

It in the highest places, and my throne is in a pillar 

le have compassed the circuit of heaven, and have 

into the bottom of the deep, and have walked in the 

the sea. 

lave stood in all the earth, and in every people. 

n every nation I have had the chief rule. 

)y my power I have trodden under my feet the hearts 

high and low : and in all these I sought rest, and I 

e in the inheritance of the Lord. 

the Creator of all things commanded, and said to me : 

lat made me rested in my tabernacle, 

le said to me : Let thy dwelling be in Jacob, and thy 

le in Israel, and take root in My elect. 

the beginning, and before the world, was I created, 

the world to come I shall not cease to be, and in the 

ling-place I have ministered before Him. 

was I established in Sion, and in the holy city likft. 

ted, and my power was in Jerusalem. 
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And I took root in an honourable people, and in the portion 
of my God which is His inheritance, and my abode is in the 
full assembly of saints. 

I was exalted like a cedar in Libanus, and as a cypress-tree 
on mount Sion. 

1 was exalted like a palm-tree in Cades, and as a rose-plant 
in Jericho : 

As a fair olive-tree in the plains, and as a plane-tree by the 
water in the meadows was I exalted. 

I gave a sweet smell like cinnamon, and aromatical balm : 
I yielded a sweet odour like the best myrrh : 

And I perfumed my dwelling as storax, and galbanum, and 
onyx, and aloes, and as the frankincense not cut, and my odoui 
is as the purest balm. 

I have stretched out my branches as the turpentine-tree, and 
my branches are of honour and grace. 

As the vine I have brought forth a pleasant odour : and my 
flowers are the fruit of honour and riches. 

I am the mother of fair love, and of fear, and of knowledge, 
and of holy hope. 

In me is all grace of the way and of the truth : in me is all 
hope of life and of virtue. 

Come over to me, all ye that desire me, and be filled with 
my fruits. 

For my spirit is sweet above honey, and my inheritance 
above honey and the honeycomb. 

My memory is unto everlasting generations. 

They that eat me shall yet hunger : and they that drink 
me shall yet thirst. 

He that hearkeneth to me shall not be confounded: and 
they that work by me shall not sin. 

They that explain me shall have life everlasting. 

All these things are the book of life, and the covenant of 
the Most High, and the knowledge of truth. 

&ECT, CXLVIIL TBE GREATNESS OF GOD AND OF 1213 WORKS, 

Ecclus. I WILL now remember the works of the Lord, and I will dc' 
xui. 15-26. jjig^pQ ijjjg things I have seen. In the words of the Lord are His 

works. 

The sun giving light hath looked upon all things, and fulloi 
the glory of the Lord is His work. 

Hath not the Lord made the saints to declare all His won* 
derful works, which the Lord Almighty hath firmly settled to 
be established for His glory? 
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He hath searched out the deep, and the heart of men : and 
asidered their crafty devices. 

For the Lord knoweth all knowledge, and hath beheld the 
;ns of the world : He declareth the tilings that are past, and 
3 things that are to come^ and revealeth the traces of hidden 
ings. 

Ko thought escapeth Him, and no word can hide itself from 
Im. 

He hath beautified the glorious works of His wisdom : and 
3 is from eternity to eternity, and to Him nothing may bo 
ded. 

l^or can He be diminished, and He hath no need of any 
unsellor. 

0, how desirable are all His works, and what we can know 
but as a spark. 

All these things live, and remain for ever, and for every use 
I things obey Him. 

All things are double, one against another, and He hath 
ade nothing defective. 

He hath established the good things of every one. And who 
lall be filled with beholding His glory ] 

The firmament on high is His beauty, the beauty of heaven Ecclus. 
ith its glorious show. xliii. 1-3 #. 

The sun when he appeareth showing forth at his rising, an 
imirable instrument, the work of the Most High. 

At noon ho burneth the earth, and who can abide bis burn- 
ig heati As one keeping a furnace in works of heat. 

The sun three times as much bumeth the mountains, breath- 
ig out fiery vapours, and shining with his beams, he blindeth 
lie eyes. 

Great is the Lord that made him ; and at His words ho 
ath hastened his course. 

And the moon in all in her season is for a declaration of 
imes and a sign of the world. 

From the moon is the sign of the festival day, a light that 
iecreaseth in her perfection. 

The month is called after her name, increasing wonderfully 
tt her perfection : 

Being an instrument of the armies on high, shining gloriously 
n the firmament of heaven. 

The glory of the stars is the beauty of heaven ; the Lord 
'lilighteneth the world on high. 

By the words of the Holy One they shall stand in judgment, 
^d shall never fail in their watches. 
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Look upon the rainbow, and bless Him that made it: it is 
very bcautLful in its brightness. 

It encompasseth the heaven about with the circle of its 
glory, the hands of the Most High have displayed it. 

By His commandment He maketh the snow to fall apace, 
and scndeth forth swiftly the lightnings of His judgment. 

Through this are the treasures opened, and the clouds fly 
out like birds. 

By His greatness He hath fixed the clouds, and the hail- 
stones are broken. 

At His sight shall the mountains be shaken, and at His vrill 
the south wind shall blow. 

The noise of His thunder shall strike the earth, so doth the 
northern storm and the whirlwind : 

And as the birds lighting upon the earth He scatt^reth 
snow, and the falling thereof is as the coming down of locusts. 

The eye marvelleth at the beauty of the whiteness thereof; 
and the heart is astonished at the shower thereof. 

He shall pour frost as salt upon the earth : and when it 
freezeth it shall become like the tops of thistles. 

The cold north wind bloweth, and the water is congealed 
into crystal ; upon every gathering together of waters it shall 
rest, and shall clothe the waters as a breastplate. 

And it shall devour the mountains, and burn the wildernc:s, 
and consume all that is green as with fire. 

A present remedy of all is the speedy coming of a cloud, 
and a dew that meeteth it, by the heat that cometh, shall over- 
power it. 

At His word the wind is still, and with His thought He ap- 
peaseth the deep, and the Lord hath planted islands therein. 

Let them that sail on the sea tell the dangers thereof; and 
when we hear with our ears we shall marvel thereat. 

There are great and wonderful works, a variety of beasts 
and of all living things, and of whales created. 

Through Him is established the end of their journey, and 
by His word all things are regulated. 

We shall say much, and yet shall want words ; but the sum 
of our words is, He is all. 

What shall we bo able to do to glorify Him ? for the Almighty 
Himself is above all His works. 

The Lord is terrible, and exceeding great, and His power is 
admirable. 

Glorify the Lord as much as ever you can, for He will yet 
far exceed, and His magnificence is wonderful. 
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Blessing the Lord, exalt Him as much as you can : for He 
above all praise. 

When you exalt Him put forth all your strength, and he not 
eary : for you can never go far enough. 

Who shall see Him, and declare Him 1 and who shall mag- 
ify Him as He is from the beginning 1 

There are many things hidden from us that are greater than 
lese : for we have seen but a few of His works. 

But the Lord hath made all things, and to the godly He 
ath given wisdom. 



THE PROPHECY OF JONAH. 

iie prophefc Jonah comes first in order of time of aU the prophets. He Iivo<l 
in the reign of Amasias. We read in 4 Kings xiv. tnat he predicted to 
Jeroboam II., king of Israel, that he should be successful in restoring; tiic 
borders of Israel. He was the only prophet sent to preach to the Geiitilc!«. 

SECT, CXLIX, THE HISTORY OF JONAH, 

Mission of Jonah. — Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah i, 
Fonah the son of Amathi, saying : Arise, and go « n 005 ^'^^' 
Kinive, the great city,* and preach in it : for the * ' 
^ckedness thereof is come up before Me. And Jonah rose up 
io flee into Tharsis from the face of the Lord, and he went down 
50 Joppe,+ and found a ship going to Tharsis : and he paid the 
fee thereof, and went down into it, to go with them to Tharsis 
from the face of the Lord. 

Bat the Lord sent a great wind into the sea : and a great 
tempest was raised in the sea, and the ship was in danger to be 
broken. And the mariners were afraid, and the men cried to 
their god : and they cast forth the wares that were in the ship 
into the sea, to lighten it of them : and Jonah went down into 
tbe inner part of the ship, and fell into a deep sleep. And the 
^Mp-master came to him, and said to him : Why art thou fast 
wleep? rise up, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think 
3f us, that we may not perish. 

And they said every one to his fellow : Come, and let us 
^t lots, that we may know why this evil is upon us. And they 
2ast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah, And they said to him : 
tell us lor what cause this evil is upon us. What is thy busi- 
ness? of what country art thou? and whither goest thou? or of 

* Ninive, or Niniveh, was the capital of the Assyrian kingdom. 
t A port of the Holy Land, now called Jaffa, Tharsis is probably the samt 
^ Tartessus in the south of Spain. 
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what people art thou 1 And he said to them : I am a Hebrew, 
and I fear the Lord the God of heaven, who made both the sea 
and the dry land. And the men were greatly afraid, and they 
said to him : "Why hast thou done this ? (for the men knew that 
he fled from the face of the Lord, because lie had told them.) 
And they said to him : What shall wo do to thee, that the sea 
may bo calm to us ? for the sea flowed and swelled. And he 
said to them : Take me up, and cast me into the sea, and the 
sea shall be calm to you : for I know that for my sake this gi"eat 
tempest is upon you. 

Jonah cast into the Sea. — And the men rowed hard to 
return to land, but they were not able, because the sea tossed 
and swelled upon them. And they cried to the Lord, and said: 
We beseech Thee, Lord, let us not perish for this man's life, 
and lay not upon us innocent blood : for Thou, Lord, hast 
done as it pleased Thee. And they took Jonah and cast hiui 
into the sea, and the sea ceased from raging. And the men 
feared the Lord exceedingly, and sacriliced victims to the Lord, 
and made vows. 
Jonah II. Now the Lord prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah, 
^'^^' and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three 
nights.* And Jonah prayed to the Lord his God out of the 
belly of the fish. 

And he said : I cried out of my affliction to the Lord, and 
He heard me : I cried out of the belly of hell, and Thou hast 
lieard my voice. 

And Thou hast cast me forth into the deep in the heart of 
the sea, and a flood hath compassed me : all Thy billows and 
Thy waves have passed over me. 

And I said : I am cast away out of the eight of Thy eyes, 
but yet I shall see Thy holy temple again. 

The waters compassed me about even to the soul : the deep 
hath closed me round about, the sea hath covered my head. 

I went down to the lowest parts of the mountains : the bars 
of the earth have shut me up for ever : and Thou wilt bring up 
iiiy life from corruption, Lord my God. 

When my soul was in distress within me I remembered 
the Lord : that my prayer may come to Thee, unto Thy holy 
temple. 

* Our Lord speaks of Jonah as a type of Himself: An evU and ttduUero^' 
genei*ation seeketh a sign ; and a sign shall not be given it, hut the sign ofJonvi 

/7i/« m«>/iA>\A«/ KVtt. no -Tn^nnlt anna i!m 4lto /tnhnJ^^o 7>«77<*« 4ttiu^» ^r*aia MMt^t fttiu^^iinnhUt 
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They that in vain observe vanities forsake their own mercy. 

But I with the voice of praise will sacrifice to Thee : I will 
pay whatsoever I have vowed for my salvation to the Lord. 

And the Lord spoke to the fish; and it vomited out Jonah 
upon the dry land. 

He preaches to the Ninivites.— And the word of the Lord Jonaii m. 
came to Jonah the second time, saying : Arise, and go to Ninive, ^'^^' 
the great city, and preach in it the preaching that I bid thee. 
And Jonah arose, and went to Ninive, according to the word 
of the Lord : now Ninive was a great city, of three days' journey.* 
And Jonah began to enter into the city one day's journey : and 
he cried, and said : Yet forty days, and J^inive shall be de- 
stroyed. And the men of Ninive believed in Grod : and they 
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the 
least. 

And the word came to the king of Ninive : and he rose up 
out of his throne, and cast away his robe from him, and was 
clothed with sackcloth and sat in ashes.f And he caused it to be 
proclaimed and published in Ninive, from the mouth of the king 
and of his princes, saying : Let neither men nor beasts, oxen nor 
sheep, taste any thing : let them not feed, nor drink water. And 
let men and beasts be covered with sackcloth, and cry to the 
Lord with all their strength, and let them turn every- one from 
his evil way, and from the iniquity that is in their hands. Who 
can tell if God will turn, and forgive : and will turn away from 
His fierce anger, and we shall not perish ? And God saw their 
works, that they were turned from their evil way : and God had 
mercy with regard to the evU which He had said that He would 
do to them, and He did it not. 

Beproof of Jonah. — And Jonah was exceedingly troubled, Jonah iv. 
and was angry : J and he prayed to the Lord, and said : I be- ^'^^' 
seech Thee, O Lord, is not this what I said, when I was yet in 
my own country ? therefore I went before to flee into Tharsis : 
for I know that Thou art a gracious and merciful God, patient, 
and of much compassion, and easy to forgive evil. And now, 
Lord, I beseech Thee take my Ufe from me : for it is better 
for me to die than to live. And the Lord said: Dost thou 
think thou hast reason to be angry ] 

* That is, to go round it or to traverse its streets. It is known to haveheen 
of vast extent. 

t Christ says of them : The men of Ninice shall rise in judgment with this 
fieneraUony and shall condemn it: became they did penance ai the preaching of 
Jonah. And behold a greater than Jonah here. Matt. xii. 

X He did not like to be regarded as one whose predictions had not been ful- 
filled, Kenbick. 
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Then Jonah went out of the city, and sat toward the east 
side of the city : and he made himself a booth there, and he sat 
under it in the shadow, till he might see what would be&U the 
city. And the Lord God prepared an ivy, and it came up over 
the head of Jonah, to be a shadow over his head, and to cover 
him (for he was fatigued) : and Jonah was exceeding glad of the 
ivy. But God prepared a worm, when the morning arose on the 
following day : and it struck the ivy and it withered. And when 
the sun was risen, the Lord commanded a hot and burning wind : 
and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, and he broiled with 
the heat : and he desired for his soul that he might die, and 
said : It is better for me to die than to live. And the Lord 
said to Jonah : Dost thou think thou hast reason to be angry 
for the ivy ? And he said ; I am angry with reason, even unto 
death. 

And the Lord said : Thou art grieved for the ivy, for which 
thou hast not laboured, nor made it to grow, which in one night 
came up, and in one night perished. And shall not I spare 
Ninive, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand persons, that know not how to distinguish 
between their right hand and their left, and many beasts ? 



THE PEOPHECY OF AMOS. 

Amos was a herdsman of Thecua, but was inspired to denomiee God's judgments 
against the kingdom of Israel and against some of the neighbouring nations. 
He lived about the year B.C. 808, in the reign of Ozias. 

SECT. CL, AMOS FORETELLS THE COMING DESOLATION OF ISRAEL. 

Amos viii. The Lord hath sworn against the pride of Jacob : surely I 
will never forget all their works. Shall not the land tremble 
for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein : and rise 
up altogether as a river, and be cast out, and run down as the 
river of Egypt ? And it shall come to pass in that day, saith 
the Lord God, that the sun shall go down at mid-day, and I 
will make the earth dark in the day of light : and I will turn 
your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation : 
and I will bring up sackcloth upon every back of yours, and 
baldness upon every head : and I will make it as the mourning 
of an only son, and the latter end thereof as a bitter day. 

Behold the days come, saith the Lord, and I will send forth 
a famine into the land : not a famine of bread, nor a thirst of 
water, but of hearing the word of the Lord. And they shall 
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move from sea to sea, and from the north to the east : they 
shall go about seeking the word of the Lord, and shall not 
find it. 

I saw the Lord standmg upon the altar, and He said : Strike Amos ix, 
the hinges, and let the lintels be shaken : for there is covetous- ^■^'^' 
nes& in the head of them all, and I will slay the last of them 
with the sword : there shall be no flight for them : they shall' 
flee, and he that shall flee of them shall not be delivered. 
Though they go down even to hell, thence shall My hand bring 
them out : aud though they climb up to heaven, thence will I 
bring them down. And though they bo hid in the top of 
Carmel, I will search and take them away from thence : and 
though they hide themselves from My eyes in the depth of the 
sea, there will I command the serpent, and he shall bite them. 
And if they go into captivity before their enemies, there will I 
command the sword, and it shall kill them. And I will set My 
eyes upon them for evil, and not for good. 

And the Lord the God of hosts is He who toucheth the 
earth, and it shall melt, and all that dwell therein shall mourn : 
and it shall rise up as a river, and shall run down as the river of 
Egypt. He that buildeth His throne in heaven, and hath 
founded His footstool upon the earth : who calleth the waters 
of the sea, and px)ureth them out upon the face of the earth, the 
Lord is His name. 

Are not you as the children of the Ethiopians unto Me, 
children of Israel 1 saith the Lord : did not I bring up Israel out 
of the land of Egypt : and the Palestines out of Cappadocia, and 
the Syrians out of Gyrene 1 Behold the eyes of the Lord God 
we upon thfe sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from the face of 
the earth : but yet I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, 
^ith the Lord. For behold I will command, and I will sift the 
Wse of Israel among all nations, as corn is sifted in a sieve : 
^d there shall not a little stone fall to the ground. All the 
sinners of My people shall fall by the sword : who say : The 
evils shall not approach, and shall not come upon us. In that 
^y I Will raise up the tabernacle of Davidj that is fallen^ and 
hinll close up the breaches of the walls thereof ^ and repair what 
^m fallen : and IivUl rebuild it as in the days of old. That 
^^^ may possess the remnant of Edom^ and all nations^ because 
% name is invoiced upon them : saith the Lord that doth these . 
things* Behold the days come, saith the Lord, when the 
ploughman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes 

* S. James quotes these words, when addressing the council at Jenisalcm, 
to prove that God designed to admit the Gentiles into the Church. 
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him that sowoth seed : and the mountains shall drop sweetness, 
and every hill shall he tilled. And I will hring hack the cap- 
tivity of My people Israel : and they shall huild the abandoned 
cities and inhabit them : and they shall plant vineyards, and 
drink the wine of them : and shall make gardens, and eat the 
fruits of them. And I will plant them upon their own laud : 
and I will no more pluck them out of their land which I have 
given them, saith the Lord thy God. 



r 



THE PEOPHECY OF JOEL. 

IfoUiing is known of Joel beyond his name being prefixed to this book. In 
point of time he was one of the earliest of the minor prophets, living about 
the year B.C. 800. His prophecies are all addressed to the kingdom of Juda. 
llie following chapter gives a specimen of his language. 

SECT, CLL THE WARNINGS OF THE PROPHET, AND HIS PROMISES OF 
FORGIVENESS AND FUTURE BLESSINGS, 

Joel II. Blow ye the trumpet in Sion, sound an alarm in My holy 
^'^^' mountain, let all the inhabitants of the land tremble : because 
the day of the Lord* cometh, because it is nigh at hand. A day 
of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and whirlwinds: 
a numerous and strong people as the morning spread upon the 
mountains : the like to it hath not been from the beginning, nor 
shall be after it even to the years of generation and generation. 
Before the face thereof a devouring lire, and behind it a burning 
flame : the land is like a garden of pleasure before it, and behind 
it a desolate wilderness, neither is there any one that can escape 
it. The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses, and 
they shall run like horsemen. They shall leap like the noise of 
chariots upon the tops of mountains, like the noise of a flame of 
fire devouring the stubble, as a strong people prepared to battle. 
At their presence the people shall be in grievous pains : all faces 
shall be made like a kettle. They shall run like valiant men : 
like men of war they shall scale the wall : the men shall march 
every one on his way, and they shall not turn aside from 
their ranks. No one shall press upon his brother : they shall 
walk every one in his path : yea, and they shall fall through the 
windows, and shall take no harm. They shall enter into the 
city : they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up the 

* That is, the day of vengeance, the day of the captivity. S. Jeromb. The 
numerous army spoken of in the next verse is by some referred to the AssyriaoSi 
hy others to a plague of locusts laying waste the land« 
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houses, they shall come in at the windows as a tliief. At their 
presence the earth hath trembled, the heavens are moved : the 
sun and moon are darkened, and the stars have withdrawn their 
shining. And the Lord hath uttered His voice before the face 
of His army : for His armies are exceeding great, for they are 
strong and execute His word ; for the day of the Lord is great 
and very terrible : and who can stand it 1 

Now therefore saith the Lord : Be converted to Me with all 
your heart, in fasting, and in weeping, and in mourning. And 
rend your hearts, and not your garments, and turn to the Lord 
your God : for He is gracious and merciful, patient and rich in 
mercy, and ready to repent of the evil. Who knoweth but He 
will return, and forgive, and leave a blessing behind Him, sacri- 
fice and libation to the Lord your God 1 

Blow the trumpet in Sion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly, gather together the people, sanctify the church, 
assemble the ancients, gather together the little ones and them 
that suck at the breasts : let the bridegroom go forth from his 
bed, and the bride out of her bride-chamber. Between the 
porch and the altar the priests the Lord's ministers shall weep, 
and shall say : Spare, Lord, spare Thy people, and give not 
Thy inheritance to reproach, that the heathens should rule over 
them. Why should they say among the nations : Where is 
their God ? The Lord hath been zealous for His land, and hath 
spared His people. 

And the Lord answered and said to His people : Behold I 
will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and you shall be filled 
with them : and I will no more make you a reproach among 
the nations. And I will remove far off from you the northern 
enemy : and I will drive him into a land unpassable and de- 
sert, with his face towards the east sea, and his hinder part to- 
wards the utmost sea : and his stench shall ascend, and his rot- 
tenness shall go up, because he hath done proudly. 

Pear not, O land, be glad and rejoice : for the Lord hath 
done great things. Fear not, ye beasts of the fields : for the 
beautiful places of the wilderness are sprung, for the tree hath 
brought forth its fruit, the fig-tree and the vine have yielded 
their strength. And you, children of Sion, rejoice and be 
joyful in the Lord your God : because He hath given you a 
teacher of justice, and He will make the early and the latter rain 
to come down to you as in the beginning. And the floors shall 
be filled with wheat, and the presses shall overflow with wine 
and oil. And I will restore to you the years which the locust, 
and the bruchus, and the mildew, and the palmer-worm havQ 
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eaten ; My great host which I sent upon you. And you shall 
eat in plenty, and shall he filled : and you shall praise the name 
of the Lord your God, who hath done wonders with you, and 
My people shall not be confounded for ever. And ye shall know 
that I am in the midst of Israel : and I am the Lord your God, 
and there is none besides : and My people shall not be confounded 
for ever. 

And it shall come to pass after this, that I will pour out Mj"- 
spirit upon all flesh : and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy : your old men shall dream dreams, and your young 
men shall see visions.* Moreover upon My servants and hand- 
maids in those days I will pour forth My spirit. And ± will 
show wonders in heaven ; and in earth, blood, and fire, and 
vapour of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood, before the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord doth come. And it shall come to pass, that every one that 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved : for in 
mount Sion and in Jerusalem shall be salvation, as the Lord 
bath said, and in the residue whom the Lord shall call. 



THE PEOPHECY OF OSEF^ 

Osee or Hosea, vbich signifies ^ saviour,* was the name of a prophet who lived at 
the same time as Joel and Isaias, b.c. 784. His denunciations are addressed 
Rome of them to the kingdom of Juda and some to Israel. One passage— 
When Israel was a child I loved hiniy and 1 called my son out of Egypt (chap, 
xi.) — is quoted by S. Matthew (chap, ii.), and applied to our Loid^s being 
brought out of Egypt after the death of Herod by the command of God, 

SECT, CLIl. THE PROPHET FORETELLa THE DESTRUCTION OF SAMARIA, 

AXD EXHORTS TO REPENTANCE, 

Osee xiT. Let Samaria perish, because she hath stirred up her God to 
^'^^' bitterness : let them perish by the sword, let their little ones 
be dashed, and let the women with child be ripped up, 

Eeturn, O Israel, to the Lord thy God : for thou hast fallen 
down by thy iniquity. Take with you words, and return to the 
Lord, and say to Him : Take away all iniquity, and receive the 
good : and we will render the calves of our lips.t Assyria shall 
not save us, we will not ride upon horses, neither will we say 
any more : The works of our hands are our gods : for Thou wilt 
have mercy on the fatherless that is in Thee. 

* This passage is quoted by S, Peter (Acts ii.) in his address to the multitude 
who were assembled at Jernsaiem, and who witnessed the gift of tongacK. 
f We will offer the victims which we have promised, Kenrick. 
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I will heal their breaches, I will love them freely : for My 
wrath is turned away from them. I will be as the dew ; Israel 
shall spring as the lily, and his root shall shoot forth as that of 
Libanos. His branches shall spread, and his glory shall be as 
the oliye-tree, and his smell as that of Libanus. They shall be 
converted that sit under his shadow : they shall live upon 
wheat, and they shall blossom as a vine : his memorial shall be 
as the wine of Libanus. 

Ephraim shall say : What have I to do any more with idols ? 
I will hear him, and I will make him flourish like a green fir- 
tree : from Me is thy fruit found. Who is wise, and he shall 
understand these things? prudent, and he shall know these 
things? for the ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall 
walk in them : but the transgressors shall fall in them. 



PEOPHECY OF ISALiS. 

Isaias is reckoned as the first of the four greater prophets. He is first in order 
of time, as be prophesied, as he himself tells us, in the reigns of Ozias, 
Joathan^chaz, and Ezcehias, that is, from B.C. 757 to 698, or about sixty 
years. He is aliso first in point of greatness. He is called in the book 6t 
£cdesia8ticus (chap, xlviii.) the Great Prophet. For his prophecies of 
Christ) His birth, His character, His way of deling with men, His suffer- 
ings and death, and of the glories of His Church, are more full and explicit 
tlun those of any other of the prophets. Hence he is sometimes called the 
Evangelical Prophet. Many of his prophecies, though in their literal mean- 
in£r applicable to great political events near at hand, are quoted by the Evan- 
^EUists as prophecies of our Lord. Isaias was, according to Hebrew tradi- 
tion, of the royal race of the kings of Juda, and after a holy life is said to 
have ended his days by being sawn in two by Manasses. 

SECT, CLIII, THE PROPUErS COMPLAIXT OF JUDA AXD JERUSALEM, 

God's Message by Isaias. — The vision of Isaias the son of i^jai.is i. 
Amos, which he saw concerning Juda and Jeru- n p mrm ^'^^' 
«alem in the days of Ozias, Joathan, Achaz, and • • ' *• 
Ezechias, kings of Juda. 

Hear, O ye heavens, and give ear, earth, for tlio Lord 
bath spoken. I have brought up children and exalted thoui : 
but they have despised Me. The ox knoweth his owner, aud 
the ass his master's crib : but Israel hath not known !Mc, and 
My people hath not understood. Woe to the sinful nation, a 
people laden with iniquity, a wicked seed, ungracious children : 
tbey have forsaken the Lord, they have blasphemed the Holy 
^e of Israel, they are gone away backwards. Tor what shall 
I strike you any more, you that increase transgression? the 
'^bole head is sick, and the whole heart is faint. From the sole 
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of the foot unto the top of the head, there is no soundness 
therein : wounds and bruises and swelling sores : they are not 
hound up, nor dressed, nor fomented with oil. 

Your land is desolate, your cities are burnt with fire : your 
country strangers devour before your face, and it shall be deso- 
late as when wasted by enemies. And the daughter of Sion* 
shall be left as a covert in a vineyard, and as a lodge in a garden 
of cucumbers, and as a city that is laid waste. Except the 
Lord of hostsf had left us seed, we had been as Sodom, and wo 
should have been like to Gomorrha. 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom ; give ear to 
the law of our God, ye people of Goraorrha.J To what purpose 
do you offer Me the multitude of your victims 1 saith the Lord. 
I am fuU, I desire not holocausts of rams, and fat of fatUngs, 
and blood of calves, and lambs, and buck-goats. "When you 
came to appear before Me, who required these things at your 
hands, that you should walk in My courts ] Offer sacrifice no 
more in vain : incense is an abomination to Me. The new 
moons, and the sabbaths, and other festivals, I will not abide: 
your assemblies are wicked. My soul hateth your new moons 
and your solemnities : they are becoming troublesome to Me, I 
am weary of bearing them. And when you stretch forth your 
hands, I will turn away My eyes from you : and when you 
multiply pmyer, I will not hear : for your hands are full of 
blood. 

Wash yourselves, be clean, take QMa,y the evil of your devices 
from My eyes : cease to do perversely, learn to do well : seek 
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge for the fatherless, defend 
the widow. 

And then come and accuse Me, saith the Lord : if your sun 
be as scarlet, they shall be made as white as snow : and if tiwj 
be red as crimson, they shall be white as wool. If you I* 
willing, and will hearken to Me, you shall eat the good things 
of the land. But if you will not, and will provoke Me to wiaflJi 
the sword shall devour you, because the mouth of the Lordhatt 
spoken it. 

How is the faithful city, that was full of judgment, becoffl* 
a harlot ! justice dwelt in it, but. now murderers. Thy silver » 

♦ The Hebrews caUed cities daughters, considering them under the figa»» i 
maidens. Kenrick. 1 

t The Lord of armies, inasmuch as He directs the issues of war. Bat wjl 
title is also given to Him as the Lord of the heavenly luminaries, whoaiedD*] 
the hosts of heaven. He is also caUed so as Lord of the angels. Eenbigk. 

i The prophet addresses the princes of Juda under these titles^ inasmiw' 
they resembled them by their crimes. Keztbick. 
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umed into dross : thy wine is mingled with water. Thy 
)rinces are faithless, companions of thieves: they all love bribes, 
ihey run after rewards. They judge not for the fatherless : and 
;he widow's cause cometh not in to them. 

Therefore saith the Lord the God of hosts, the mighty One 
)f Israel : Ah, I will comfort Myself over My adversaries, and 
[ will be revenged of My enemies. And I will turn My hand 
o thee, and I will clean purge away thy dross, and I will take 
iway all thy tin. And I will restore thy judges as they were 
before, and thy counsellors as of old. After this thou shalt be 
^ed the city of the just, a faithful city, Sion shall be re- 
leemed in judgment, and they shall bring her back in justice. 

And He shall destroy the wicked, and the sinners together : 
and they that have forsaken the Lord shall be consumed. Eor 
they shall be confounded for the idols to which they have sacri- 
ficed : and you shall be ashamed of the gardens which you had 
chosen. When you shall be as an oak with the leaves falling 
oiT, and as a garden without water : and your strength shall be 
as the ashes of tow, and your work as a spark : and both shall 
burn together, and there shall be none to quench it. 

8SCT, cur. ISAIAS PROPHESIES OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, THE 
REJECTION OF THE JEWISH CHURCH. 

His Prophecy of the Church. — ^The word that Isaias the Isauis n. 
son of Amos saw concerning Juda and Jerusalem. And in the ^"^* 
last days the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be pre- 
pared on the top of mountains,* and it sliall be exalted above 
the hills, and all nations shall bow unto it. And many people 
Aall go, and say : Come and let ns go np to the mountain of 
the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob, and He will 
•teach US His ways, and we will walk in His paths : for the law 
ihall come forth from Sion, and the word of the law from Jeru- 
■aalem. And He shall judge the Gentiles and rebuke many 
people: and they shall turn their swords into ploughshares, 
wd their spears into sickles : nation shall not lift up sword 
■gainst nation, neither shall they be exercised any more to 

The Parable of the Vineyard. — ^I will sing to my beloved isaias v. 
fte song of my cousin concerning his vineyard. My beloved ^•7* 

♦ The whole time of the new law, from the commg of Christ till the end of 
*Je world, is called in the Scripture the last days, because no other age or time 
■««ll come after it, but only eternity. — On the top of mountains. This shows the 
I^Qtpetiial Yisibility of the Church of Christ ; for a mountain upon the top of 
'^oimtains cannot be hid. Douay Bible. 
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had a vineyard on a hill in a fruitful place.* And he fenced it 
in, and picked the stones out of it, and planted it with the 
choicest wines, and built a tower in the midst thereof, and set 
up a wine-press therein : and he looked that it should bring 
forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. 

And now, ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and ye men of 
Juda, judge between me and my vineyard. What is there that 
I ought to do more to my vineyard that I have not done to it ? 
How is it that I looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it 
hath brought forth wild grapes? And now I will show you 
what I will do to my vineyard. I will take away the hedge 
thereof, and it shall be wasted : I will break down the wall 
thereof, and it shall be trodden down. And I will make it 
desolate : it shall not be pruned, and it shall not be digged : 
but briers and thorns shall come up : and I will command the 
clouds to rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Lord 
' of hosts is the house of Israel: and the man of Juda His 
pleasant plant : and I looked that he should do judgment, and 
behold iniquity : and do justice, and behold a cry. 
Isaias vi. Vlslon of Isalas. — In the year that king Ozais died I saw 
1~13' the Lord sitting upon a throne high and elvated, and His train 
filled the temple. Upon it stood the seraphim : the one had 
six wings and the other had six wings: and with two each 
covered his face, and with two each covered his feet, and with 
two they flew. And they cried one to another, and said : Holy, 
holy, holy, the Lord God of hosts : all the earth is full of His 
' glory. 

And the lintels of the doors were moved at the voice of him 
that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said : 
Woe is me because I have held my peace ; because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people that hath 
unclean lips, and I have seen with my eyes the King, the Lord 
of hosts. 

And one of the seraphim flew to me, and in his hand was a 
live coal, which he had taken with the tongs off the altar. And 
he touched my mouth, and said : Behold this hath touched thy 
lips, and thy iniquities shall be taken away, and thy sin shall 
be cleansed. And I heard the voice of the Lord, saying : Whom 
shall I send ? and who shall go for us 1 And I said : Lo, here 
am I, send me. 

And He said : Go, and thou slialt say to this 2)^ople : Hear- 
ing hear, and understand not, and see the vision and Icnoio U 

♦ Our Lord Himself, in the parable of the wicked hnsbaDdmen (Matt. xxi.)i 
likens the Jewish Church to a vmeyard. 
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fiot. Blind the heart of this people, and maTce their ears heavy ^ 
and shut their eyes : lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their heart, and he converted, and 
I heal them* 

And I said : How long, Lord 1 And He said : Until the 
cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without 
man, and the land shall be left desolate. And the Lord shall 
lemove men far away, and she shall be multiplied that was left 
in the midst of the earth. And there shall be still a tithing 
therein, and she shall turn, and shall be made a show as a tur- 
pentine-tree, and as an oak that spreadeth its branches : that 
which shall stand therein shall be a holy seed. 

SECT, CLV. I8A1AB PROMISES DELIVERANCE TO KING ACHAZ, AND 
PROPHESIES THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 

Message to Aohaz. — And it came to pass in the days of Tsalas vii. 
Achaz the son of Joathan, the son of Ozias king of Juda, that ^'^^* 
Hasin king of Syria, and Phacee the son of Eomelia king of 
Isiael, came up to Jerusalem to fight against it : but they could 
not prevail over it. And they told the house of David,f say- 
ing : Syria hath rested upon Ephraim ; and his heart was moved, 
and the heart of his people, as the trees of the woods are moved 
mth the wind. 

And the Lord said to Isaias : Go forth to meet Achaz, thou 
and Jasub thy son that is left, to the conduit of the upper pool, 
in the way of the fuller's field. And thou shalt say to him: 
See thou be quiet : fear not, and let not thy hearts be afraid of 
fte two tails of these firebrands, J smoking with the wrath of the 
^fuiy of Basin king of Syria, and of the son of Eomelia, Be- 
GSQse Syria hath taken counsel against thee, unto the evil of 
I^biaim and the son of Eomelia, saying : Let us go up to Juda, 
B^ rouse it up, and draw it away to us, and make the son of 
Tabeel king in the midst thereof. Thus saith the Lord God : It 
shall not stand, and this shall not be. But the head of Syria 
b Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Easin : and within 
threescore and five years Ephraim shall cease to be a people : 
ond the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria 
the Bon of Eomelia. If you will not believe you shall not continue. 

* This passage is quoted by all the four Evangelists, as well as in the Acts 
«ndthe£^stle to the Komans, and applied to the blindness and obduracy of 
^ Jews in rejecting our Lord and the teaching of His Church. 

, f That is, the king and royal family. Rested upon means ' is confederate 
With' jgduaim, «.«. the kingdom of Israel. Kenrick. See 4 Kings xvi. 

t The two kings are compared to the remnants of two firebrands, whicl 
frkfiQ cast away smoke for a time, but are soon extinguished. Ke.^b.ic¥u 
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Prophecy of the Birth of Christ—And the Lord spolce 
again to Achaz, saying : Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God, 
either unto the depth of hell, or unto the height above. And 
Achaz said : I will not ask, and I will not tempt the Lord. 
And he said : Hear ye therefore, house of David : Is it a small 
thing for you to be grievous to men, that you are grievous to 
my God sJso 1 Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign. 
Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a So7i, and His name 
shall he called Emmanuel* He shall eat butter and honey, 
that He may know to refuse the evil, and to choose the good. 
For before the child know to refuse the evil, and to choose the 
good, the land which thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of her 
two kings. 

The Lord shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and 
upon the house of thy father, days that have not come since the 
time of the separation of Ephraim from Juda, with the king of 
the Assyrians. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
Lord shall hiss for the fly, that is in the uttermost parts of the 
rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 
And they shall come, and shall all of them rest in the torrents of 
the valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all places set 
with shrubs, and in all hollow places. 

SECT. CLVI. FURTHER PROPEECIES OF CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM, 

Isaias ix. Prophecy of Christ's Birth. — At the first time the land of 
1-7. Zabulon and the land of Nephthali was lightly touched : and 
at the last the way of the sea beyond the Jordan of the Galilee 
of the Gentiles was heavily loaded. The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light : to them that dtcelt in the region 
of the shadow of death light is risen, f 

Thou hast multiplied the nation, and hast not increased the 
joy. They shall rejoice before thee, as they that rejoice in the 
harvest, as conquerors rejoice after taking a prey, when they 
divide the spoils. For the yoke of their burden and the rod of 
their shoulder and the sceptre of their oppressor thou hast 
overcome, as in the day of Madian. For all take spoils violently 
with tumult, and the garment mingled with blood shall be burnt, 
and be fuel for the fire. 

For a CHILD is bobn to us, and a Son is given to us, and the 

♦ This is quoted by St. Matthew (chap, i.) as a prophecy of the bhrth of oor 
Lord. 

•f* Quoted by St. Matthew (chap, iv.) as a prophecy of our Lord's preacluDS 
in Galilee, which had been the territory of the two tribes of Zabulon and Nep* 
thali. The sea spoken of is the lake of Genesareth. 
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ovemment is upon His shoulder : and His name shall he called 
Vonderful, Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father of the 
^orld to come, the Prince of peace.* His empire shall he mul- 
iplied, and there shall he no end of peace : He shall sit upon 
he throne of David, and upon His kingdom : to estahlish it and 
trengthen it with judgment and with justice, from henceforth 
.nd for ever : the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

His Character. — ^And there shall come forth a rod out of Isaias xi. 
he root of Jesse, f and a flower shall rise up out of his root. ^'^* 
Ind the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him : the spirit of 
wisdom and of understanding, the spirit of counsel and of for- 
litude, the spirit of knowledge and of godliness ; and He shall 
3e filled with the spirit of the fear of the Lord. He shall not 
judge according to the sight of the eyes, nor reprove according 
to the hearing of the ears. But He shall judge the poor with 
justice, and shall reprove with equity for the meek of the earth : 
and He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and 
with the hreath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. And 
justiee shall he the girdle of His loins, and faith the girdle of 
Ihs reins. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamh, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the sheep shall 
abide together, and a little child shall lead them. The calf and 
the hear shall feed : their young ones shall rest together : and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child 
shall play on the hole of the asp : and the weaned child shall 
thmst his hand into the den of the hasilisk. They shall not 
hurt, nor shall they kill in all My holy mountain ; for the earth 
is fiUed with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters covering 

the seal 

A "Vision of Christ's Church. — The land that was desolate Isaias 
and impassahle shall he glad, and the wilderness shall rejoice, xxxv.l'lQ, 
and shall flourish like the lily. It shall hud forth and hlossom, 
and shall rejoice with joy and praise : the glory of Libanus is 
given to it : the beauty of Carmel and Saron ; they shall see 
the glory of the Lord, and the beauty of our God. 

Strengthen ye the feeble hands, and confirm the weak knees. 
Say to the faint-hearted : Take courage, and fear not : behold 
yonr God will bring the revenge of recompense : God Himself 
"Will come and will save you. Then shall the eyes of the blind 

* This was nnderstood of the Messias by the ancient Jews. Eenrick. 

t The Jews, St. Jerome tells us, explain this passage of the Messias HimsellL 
Kenbick. Oar Lord was descended from David the son of Jesse. 

X l!biB is an image of the conversion of sinners and lawless men, to live to 
gcther in harmony and peace in the Church. 
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be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then 
shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
shall be free : for waters are broken out in the desert, and 
streams in the wilderness.* 

And that which was dry land shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty land springs of water. In the dens where (&agons dwelt 
before shall rise up the verdure of the reed and the bulrush. 
And a path and a way shall be there, and it shall be called the 
holy way : the unclean shall not pass over it, and this shall be 
unto you a straight way, so that fools shall not err therein. -N"o 
lion shall be there, nor shall any mischievous beast go up by it, 
nor be found there : but they shall walk there ihkt shall be 
delivered. And the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and 
shall come into Sion with praise, and everlasting joy shall be 
upon their heads : they shaU obtain joy and gladness, and sor- 
row and mourning shall flee away. 

SECT, CLVII, PROPHECY OF THE PRECURSOR OF THE GOSPEL AND OF 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD, GOffS ETERITITF AND WISDOM, 

IsaiasxL. Be comforted, be comforted. My people, saith your God. 
^"^^^ Speak ye to the heart of Jerusalem, and call to her : for her 
evil is come to an end, her iniquity is forgiven : she hath re- 
ceived of the hand of the Lord double for all her sins. 

Prophecy of St. John the Baptist. — The voice of one crying 
in the desert : Prepare ye the loay of the Lordy make straight in 
the wilderness the paths of our God. Every valley shall be ex- 
alted, and every mountain and hill shall he made loWj and ik 
crooked shall become straight^ and the rough ways plain. And 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh together shiH 
see, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken,^ 

The voice of one saying : Cry. And I said : What shall I 
cry ? All flesh is grass, and all the glory thereof as the flower of 
the field. The grass is withered, and the flower is fallen, be- 
cause the spirit of the Lord hath blown upon it. Indeed the 
people is grass : the grass is withered, and the flower is Men: 
but the word of our Lord endureth for ever. 

Of Christ as the Good Shepherd. — Get thee up upon a higb 
mountain, thou that bringest good tidings to Sion : fift up thy 
voice with strength, thou that bringest good tidings to Jeru- 
salem : lift it up, fear not. Say to the cities of Juda : Behold 
your God. Behold the Lord God shall come with strength, and 

* A prediction of Christ*s miracles. See Matt zi. 
t This passage is quoted as a prophecy of St. John the Baptist by all thexou* 
Evangelists. 
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flis ann shall rule : behold His reward is with Him, and His 
^ork is before Him. He shall feed His flock like a shepherd : 
Se shall gather together the lambs with His arm, and shall 
take them up in His bosom, and He Himself shall carry them 
tihat are with young. 

The Oreatness of God. — ^Who hath measured the waters in 

the hollow of His hand, and weighed the heavens with His 

palml who hath poised with three Angers the bulk of the earth, 

and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance ) 

Who hath forwarded the spirit of the Lord ? or who hath been 

His counsellor, and hath taught Him ? With whom hath He* 

consulted, and who hath instructed Him, and taught Him the 

path of justice, and taught Him knowledge, and showed Him 

the way of understanding ? Behold the Gentiles are as a drop 

of a bucket, and are counted as the smallest grain of a balance : 

l)eIiold the islands are as a little dust. And Libanus shall not 

be enough to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt 

offering. AU nations are before Him as if they had no being 

at all, and are counted to Him as nothing and vanity. 

To whom then have you likened God ] or what image will 
you make for Himi Hath the workmen cast a graven statue % 
or hath the goldsmith formed it with gold, or the silversmith 
with plates of silver ? He hath chosen strong wood, and that 
jvill not rot : the skilful workman seeketh how he may set up 
,aii idol that may not be moved. 

His Wisdom. — Do you not know ? hath it not been heard % 
liath it not been told you from the beginning % have you not 
^derstood the foundations of the earth T It is He that sitteth 
upon the globe of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
locusts : He that stretcheth out the heavens as nothing, and 
spteadeth them out as a tent to dwell in. He that bringeth 
1^6 searchers of secrets to nothing, that hath made the judges 
of the earth as vanity. And surely their stock was neither 
planted, nor sown, nor rooted in the earth : suddenly He hath 
hlown upon them, and they are withered, and a whirlwind shall 
take them away as stubble. 

And to whom have ye likened Me, or made Me equall saith 
the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and see who hath 
created these things : who bringeth out their host by number, 
*ttd calleth them all by their names : by the greatness of His 
J^ht and strength and power, not one of them was missing, 
^y sayest thou, Jacob, and speakest, Israel : My way is 

* So St. Paiil says : Who hath hnovm the mind of the Lord, or who hath Ue% 
^^counteUort Rom. xi. 84. 
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hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my 
God? Knowest thou not, or hast thou not heard? the Lord is 
the everlasting God, who hath created the ends of the earth : 
He shall not faint, nor labour, neither is there any searching 
out of His wisdom. It is He that giveth strength to the wear}' : 
and increaseth force and might to them that are not. Youths 
shall faint and labour, and young men shall fall by infirmity. 
But they that hope in the Lord shall renew their strength, they 
shall take wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint. 

SECT, CLVIIL THE OFFICE OF CHRIST, PROPHECY OF CYRUS AS A FIGURE 

OF CHRIST, 

Isaiftf xLii. Prophecy of Christ. — Behold My servant t* I will uphold 
1-13. ifijji , jfy electy My soul delighteth in Him : I have put My 
spirit upon Him^ He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
He shall not a^y, nor have respect to person, neither shall Eis 
voice be heard abroad. The bruised reed He shall not break, and 
smoking flax He shall not quench : He shall bring forth judgment 
unto truth. He shall not be sad, nor troublesome, till He set 
judgment in the earth : aiul the islands shall wait for His law.] 

Thus saith the Lord God that created the heavens, and 
stretched them out : that established the earth, and the things 
that spring out of it : that giveth breath to the people upon it, 
and spirit to them that tread thereon. I the Lord have called 
thee in justice, and taken thee by the hand, and preserved thee. 
And I have given thee for a covenant of the people, for a light 
of the Gentiles : that thou mightest open the eyes of the blind, 
and bring forth the prisoner out of prison, and them that sit in 
darkness out of the prison-house. I the Lord, this is My name: 
I will not give My glory to another, nor My praise to graven 
things. The things that were first, behold they are come : and 
new things do I declare, before they spring forth I will male 
you hear them. 

Sing ye to the Lord a new song. His praise is from the ends 
of the earth : you that go down to the sea, and all that are 
therein : ye islands, and ye inhabitants of them. Let the desert 
and the cities thereof be exalted : Cedar shall dwell in houses : 
ye inhabitants of Petra, give praise : they shall cry from the top 
of the moimtains. They shall give glory to the Lord, and shall 
declare His praise in the islands. The Lord shall go forth as a 

• Our Lord took upon Him the form of a servant, St. Paul says. Philip. »• 
f This whole passage is quoted in St. Matthew's Gospel, and applied tP our 
Lord, Chap. xii. 
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miglity man, ad a man of war shall He stir up zeal : He shall 
shout and cry : He shall prevail against His enemies. 

Prophecy of Cyrus. — ^Thus saith the Lord to My anointed isaiasxLv. 
Cyrus,* whose right hand I have taken hold of, to subdue na- 1-13. 
lions before his face, and to turn the backs of kings, and to open 
the doors before him, and the gates shall not be shut. I will 
go before thee, and will humble the great ones of the earth : I 
will break in pieces the gates of brass, and will burst the bars 
of iron. And I will give thee hidden treasures, and the con- 
cealed riches of secret places : that thou mayest know that I 
am the Lord who call thee by thy name, the God of Israel. 
For the sake of My servant Jacob, and Israel My elect, I have 
even called thee by thy name : I have made a likeness of thee, 
and thou hast not known Me. I am the Lord, and there is none 
else : there is no other God besides Me : I girded thee, and thou 
hast not known Me : that they may know who are from the 
rising of the sun, and they who are from the west, that there 
is none besides Me. I am the Lord, and there is none else : 
I form the light and create darkness, I make peace and create 
evil : I the Lord that do all these things.f 

Drop down dew, ye heavens, from above, and let the clouds 

rain the Just : let the earth be opened, and bud forth a Saviour : 

and let justice spring up together : I the Lord have created Him. 

Woe to him that gainsayeth his Maker, a sherd of the 

earthen pots : shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it : 

What art thou making, and thy work is without hands 1 Woe 

to him that saith to his father : Why begettest thou ? and to the 

voman : Why dost thou bring forth 1 Thus saith the Lord the 

Holy One of Israel, his Maker : Ask Me of things to come, con- 

ceming My children and concerning the work of My hands give 

ye charge to Me. I made the earth, and I created man upon it : 

My hand stretched forth the heavens, and I have commanded all 

their host. I have raised him up to justice, and I will direct all 

Ms ways : he shall build My city, J and let go My captives, not 

for ransom, nor for presents, saith the Lord the God of hosts. 

SECT, ClIZ, A PROPHECY OF THE PASSION OF CHRIST, 

Christ's Sufferings. — WIio hath believed our announcement 1 J^J^w liii; 
^ to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ^§ And He shall * "* 

* Cyrus was called anointed as being a king. This prophecy was at least a 
•^dred years before his birth. Kenrick. 

t God ordains all physical evils, which imply uo moral wrong, and are sub- 
^nrient to His high counsels. Kenrick. 

J\ Jerusalem, with the temple, was rebuilt by order of Cyrus. See Esdras i. 
\ St. John in his Grospel (chap, xii.) interprets this as a'prophccy of the in- 
ulity of the Jews. 
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grow up as a tender plant before Him, and as a root onto! a 
thirsty ground: there is no beauty in Him, nor comeliness: and 
we have seen Him, and there was no sightliness, that we should 
be desirous of Him : despised, and the most abject of men, a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with infirmity : and His look 
was as it were hidden and despised, whereupon we esteemed 
Him not. i 

Surely He hath borne our infirmities, and carried our m- 
roxoa ;* and we have thought Him as it were a leper, and as one 
struck by God and afflicted. But He was wounded for oui 
iniquities. He was bruised for our «ins : the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him, and by His bruises we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray, every one hath turned aside 
into his own way : and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all. He was offered because it was His own will, and He 
opened not His mouth : He shall be led as a sheep to tiie 
skughter, and shall be dumb as a lamb before His shearer, and 
He shall not open His mouth. He was taken away from distress 
and from judgment : who shall declare His generation ? because 
He is cut off out of the land of the living : for the wickedness 
of My people have T struck Him. 

And He shall have the ungodly in His burial, and the rich 
at His death : because He hath done no iniquity, neither was 
there deceit in His mouth. And the Lord was pleased to bruise 
Him in infirmity : if He shall lay down His life for sin, He 
shall see a long-lived seed, and the will of the Lord shall be 
prosperous in His hand. Because His soul hath laboured, He 
shall see and be filled : by His knowledge shall this My just 
servant justify many, and He shall bear their iniquities. There- 
fore will I distribute to Him very many, and He shall divide the 
spoils of the strong, because He hath delivered His soul unto 
death, and was reputed with the wicked ;f and He hath borne 
the sins of many, and hath prayed for the transgressors. 

SECT. CLX. PROMISES OF SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS. THE RESTORATION OF 
JERUSALEM IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 

Isaias Lv. The Blesslngs of the Gospel. — All you that thirst, come to 

^"^®* the waters : and you that have no money, make haste, buy,t 

and eat : come ye, buy wine and milk without money and with- 

* This passage is applied to onr Lord in St. Matthew's Gospel, chap. vili. 

t This is applied by our Lord to Himself as being crucined betweea two 
thieves in Luke*a Gospel, chap. xxii. 37, 

X So our Lord says : If any man thirst, let him come to Me and drink. ^°z 
spiritual blessings bestowed through the Christian Church are prefigured 0/ 
meats and drinks. 
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Lit any price. Why do you spend money for that which is not 
read, and your labour for that which doth not satisfy yoxi'l 
[earken diligently to Me, and eat that which is good, and your 
)ul shall be delighted in fatness. Incline your ear, and come 
) Me : hear, and your soul shall live, and I will make an ever- 
isting covenant with you, the faithful mercies of David. Be- 
old I have given Him for a witness to the people, for a leadei 
Qd a master to the Gentiles, Behold Thou shalt call a nation, 
hich Thou knewest not: and the nations that knew not Thee 
lall run to Thee, because of the Lord Thy God, and for the 
foly One of Israel, for He hath glorified Thee. 

Seek ye the Lord while He may be found : call upon Him 
hile He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
djust man his thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, and 
e will have mercy on him, and to our God : for He is bounti- 
1 to forgive. 

For My thoughts are not your thoughts: nor your ways 
y ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are exalted above 
e earth, so are My ways exalted above your ways, and My 
oughts above your thoughts. 

And as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and 
turn no more thither, but soak the earth, and water it, and 
ake it to spring, and give seed to the sower, and bread to the 
ter: so shall My word be, which shall go forth from My 
outh : it shall not return to Me void, but it shall do whatso- 
er I please, and shall prosper in the things for which I sent 

For you shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace : 
e mountains and the hills shall sing praise before you, and all 
e trees of the country shall clap their hands. Instead of the 
rub shall come up the fir-tree, and instead of the nettle shall 
me up the myrtle-tree : and the Lord shall be named for an 
erlasting sign, that shall not be taken away. 

The New Jerusalem. — Arise, be enlightened, Jerusalem : isaiaa lx. 
r thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon ^"'^^' 
ee. For behold darkness shall cover the earth, and a mist 
e people : but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory 
tall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall walk in thy 
?ht, and kings in the brightness of thy rising.* Lift up thy 
^es round about, and see : all these are gathered together, they 
'e come to thee : thy sons shall come from afar, and thy 
inghters shall rise up at thy side. Then shalt thou see and 
^ound, and thy heart shall wonder and be enlarged, when the 
i^ltitude of the sea shall be converted to thee, the strength of 
'^Iiis is Interpreted of the wise men who came to adore our Lord at His birth. 
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the Gentiles shall come to thee. The multitude of camels shall 
cover thee, the dromedaries of Madian and Epha : all they from 
Saba shall come, bringing gold and frankincense, and showing 
forth praise to the Lord. All the flocks of Cedar shall be 
gathered together unto thee, the rams of IN'abaioth shall minister 
to thee : they shall be offered upon My acceptable altar, and I 
will glorify the house of My majesty. 

Who are these that fly as clouds, and as doves to their win- 
dows 1 For the islands wait for Me, and the ships of the sea in 
the beginning : that I may bring thy sons from afar ; their 
silver and their gold with them, to the name of the Lord thy 
God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because He hath glorified 
thee. And the children of strangers shall build up thy walls, 
and their kings shall minister to thee : for in My wrath have I 
struck thee, and in My reconciliation have I had mercy npon 
thee. And thy gates shall be open continually : they slmll not 
be shut day nor night, that the strength of the Gentiles maybe 
brought to thee, and their kings may be brought. For the nation 
and the kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish : and the 
Gentiles shall be wasted with desolation. 

Its Power and Increase. — The glory of Libanus shall come 
to thee, the fir-tree, and the box-tree, and the pine-tree together, 
to beautify the place of My sanctuary : and I will glonfjr the 
place of My feet. And the children of them that aMct thee 
shall come bowing down to thee, and all that slandered thee 
shall worship the steps of thy feet, and shall call thee the city of 
the Lord, the Sion of the Holy One of Israel. Because thou 
wast forsaken and hated, and there was none that passed through 
thee, I will make thee to be an everlasting glory, a joy unto 
generation and generation. And thou 'shalt suck the milk of 
the Gentiles, and thou shalt bo nursed with the breasts of kings: 
and thou shalt know that I am the Lord thy jSaviour, and thy 
Eedeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. 

For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver : 
and for wood brass, and for stones iron : and I will make thy 
visitation peace and thy overseers justice. Iniquity shall no 
more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction in thy borders, 
and salvation shall possess thy walls, and praise thy gates. 

Thou shalt no more have the sun for thy light by day, neither 
shall the brightness of the moon enlighten thee : but the Lor^ 
shall be unto thee for an everlasting light, and thy God for thy 
glory. Thy sun shall go down no more, and thy moon shall not 
decrease : for the Lord shall be unto thee for an everlasting light? 
and the days of thy mourning shall bo ended. And thy people 
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all be all just, and tbey sliall inherit the land for ever, the 
anch of My planting, the work of My hand, to glorify Me. 
16 least shall become a thousand, and a little one a most 
ong nation : I the Lord will suddenly do this thing in its 
ae. 

EOT. CLXl. PROPHECY OF THE PREACHING OF CHRIST, HIS VICTORY 
OYER HIS ENEMIES, AND HIS TENDER MERCY TO HIS OWN PEOPLE. 

The Office of Christ. — The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Isaias lxi. 
'ause the Lord hath anointed Me: He hath sent Me to preach l"^^* 
th meekf to heal the contrite of heart, and to preach a release 
the captives, and deliverance to them that are shut up. To 
oclatm the acceptable year of the Lord,* and the day of vengeance 
our God : to comfort all that mourn. To appoint to the 
)iirners of Sion, and to give them a crown for ashes, the oil 
joy for mourning, a garment of praise for the spirit of grief : 
d they shall be called in it the mighty ones of justice, the 
mting of the Lord, to glorify Him. 

And they shall build the places that have been waste from 
old, and shall raise up ancient ruins, and shall repair the 
Jolate cities, that were destroyed for generation and genera- 
n. And strangers shall stand and shall feed your ilocks : and 
5 sons of strangers shall be your husbandmen and the dressers 
your vines. But you shall be called the priests of the Lord : 
you it shall be said : Ye ministers of our God, you shall eat 
5 riches of the Gentiles, and you shall pride yourselves in their 
•ry. For your double confusion and shame, they shall praise 
jir part : therefore shall they receive double in their land, 
Jrlasting joy shall be unto them. 

Por I am the Lord that love judgment, and hate robbery in 
lolocaust : and I will make their work in truth, and I will 
ke a perpetual covenant with them. And they shall know 
iir seed among the Gentiles, and their offspring in the midst 
peoples : all that shall see them shall know them, that these 

the seed which the Lord hath blessed. I will greatly re- 
36 in the Lord, and my soul shall be joyful in my God : for 

hath clothed me with the garments of salvation : and with 

lobe of justice He hath covered me, as a bridegroom decked 
h a crown, and as a bride adorned with her jewels. For as 

earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth her 
d to shoot forth, so shall the Lord God make justice to 
ing forth, and praise before all the nations. 

* Our Lord read this passage in the synagogue at Nazareth, and appUed it 

[imsell Lukeiv, . 
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Isaias Christ's Victory.— Who is this that cometh from Edom, 
uxiiL 1-19. ^^IjJj dyed* garments from Bosra, this beautiful one in his robe, 
-walking in the greatness of his strength ] I; that speak justice, 
and am a defender to save. 

Why then is thy apparel red, and thy garments like theirs 
that tread in the winepress ] 

I have troden the winepress alone, and of the Gentiles there 
is not a man with me : I have trampled on them in my indigna- 
tion, and have trodden them down in my wrath, and their blood 
is sprinkled upon my garments, and I have stained all my appareL 
For the day of vengeance is in my heart, the year of my redemp- 
tion is come. I looked about, and there was none to help : I 
sought, and there was none to give aid : and my own arm hath 
saved for me, and my indignation itself hath helped me. And I 
have trodden down the people in my wrath, and have made 
them drunk in my indignation, and have brought down their 
strength to the earth. 

His tender Mercy. — I will remember the tender mercies ot 
the Lord, the praise of the Lord for all the things that the Lord 
hath bestowed upon us, and for the multitude of His good 
things to the house of Israel, which He hath given them ac- 
cording to His kindness, and according to the multitude of His 
mercies. And He said : Surely they are My people, children 
that will not lie : so He became their Saviour. In all their 
afSiction He was not troubled, and the angel of His presence 
saved them : in His love and in His mercy He redeemed them, 
and He carried them and lifted them up all the days of old. 

But they provoked to wrath, and afflicted the spirit of His 
Holy One : and He was turned to be their enemy, and He fought 
against them. And He remembered the days of old, of Moses, 
and of His people : Where is He that brought them up out of 
the sea, with the shepherds of His flock ? where is He that put 
in the midst of them the spirit of His Holy One? He that 
brought out Moses by the right hand, by the arm of His 
majesty : that divided the waters before them, to make Himself 
an everlasting name. He that led them out through the deep, 
as a horse in the wilderness that stumbleth not. As a beast 
that goeth down in the field, the spirit of the Lord was their 
leader : so didst Thou lead Thy people to make Thyself a glorious 
name. 

Look down from heaven, and behold from Thy holy habita- 
tion and the place of Thy glory : where is Thy zeal, and Thy 

♦ That is, bloodstained. Edom and Bosra, a chief city of Edom, are hert 
taken in a mystical sense for the enemies of Christ and His Church* 
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strength, the multitude of Thy bowels, and of Thy mercies I 
they have held back themselves from mo. For Thou art our 
fftther, and Abraham hath not known us,* and Israel hath been 
Ignorant of us : Thou, Lord, art our Father, our redeemer, 
•from everlasting is Thy name. Why hast Thou made us to err, 
O Lord, from Thy ways : why hast thou hardened our heart,f 
that we should not fear Thee? return for the sake of Thy 
servants, the tribes of Thy inheritance. They have possessed 
Thy holy people as nothing : our enemies have trodden down 
Thy sanctuary. We are become as in the beginning, when Thou 
didist not rule over us, and when wo were not called by Thy 
name. 

THE PEOPHECY OF MICHEAS. 

The prophet Micheas lived in the reigns of Jotham, Achaz, and Ezechias, from 
B.C. 756 to 700. He is not the same as the Micheas mentioned in the last 
diapter of the third book of Kings in connection with king Achab. This 
Micheas was contemporary with the prophet Isaias. He foretold the destmo- 
tion of Samaria and Jerusalem, and tuso prophesied of Christ and His king- 
oom. 

SECT, CLXIJ. THE PROPHECY OF MICHEAS, 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the moun- Micheas 
tain of the house of the Lord shall be prepared in the top of ^^« 1"^^ 
monntains, and high above the hills: and people shall flow to it. 
And many nations shall come in haste, and say : Come, let ns 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of 
Jacob : and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in 
His paths : for the law shall go forth out of Sion, and the word 
of the Lord out of Jerusalem. And He shall judge among 
iQany people, and rebuke strong nations afar off : and they shall 
heat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into spades : 
iiation shall not take sword against nation : neither shall they 
learn war any more.J And every man shall sit under his vine 
^nd under his fig-tree, and there shall be none to make them 
afraid : for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken. For 
^ people will walk every one in the name of his god : but we 
"^iU walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever. 

* That is, A.hraham will not now acknowledge us for his children, hy reason 
^f our degeneracy : but Thou, O Lord, art our true father and our redeemer, and 
'^o other can be called our parent in comparison with Thee. Douay Bible. 

. t The meaning is, that God, in punishment of their great and manifold 
^aie& and their long abuse of His mercy and t^race, had withdrawn His graces 
*^^^ tn^cD, and so given them up to error and hardness of heart. Douay Bible. 

X Hiis prophecy of the Church is to be found in nearly the same words in 
^ second diapter of the prophecy of Isaias. It foretells that the law of Christ's 
*^>>Sdom ifl a law of peace. 
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In that day, saith the Lord, I will gather up her that halteth:* 
and her that I had cast out I will gather up : and her whom I 
had afflicted. And I will make her that halted a remnant : and 
her tliat had been afflicted a mighty nation : and the Lord will 
reign over them in mount Sion, from this time now and for ever. 

And thou, cloud-covered tower of the flock of the daughter 
of Sion, unto thee shall it come : yea the first power shall come, 
the kingdom to the daughter of Jerusalem. 

^ow, why art thou drawn together with grief? Hast tku 
no king in thee, or is thy counsellor perished, because sorrow 
hath taken thee as a woman in labour? Be in pain and labour, 

daughter of Sion, as a woman that bringeth forth : for now 
shalt thou go out of the city, and shalt dwell in the country, 
and shalt come even to Babylon : there thou shalt be deUvered : 
there the Lord will redeem thee out of the hand of thy enemies. 

And now many nations are gathered together against thee, 
and they say : Let her be stoned, and let our eye look upon 
Sion. But they have not known the thoughts of the Lord, and 
have not understood His counsel : because He hath gathered 
them together as the hay of the floor. Arise, and tread, 
daughter of Sion : for I will make thy horn iron, and thy hoofs 

1 will make brass : and thou shalt beat in pieces many peoples, 
and shalt immolate the spoils of them to the Lord, and their 
strength to the Lord of the whole earth. 

Miciieasv. I^ow shalt thou be laid waste, daughter of the robber: 
^"^* they have laid siege against us, with a rod shall they strike the 
cheek of the judge of Israel. And thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, 
art a little one among the thousands of Juda : out of thee shall 
He come forth unto me that is to be the rider in Israel: andS^ 
going forth is from the beginning , from the days of eternity.^ 
Therefore will He give them up even till the time wherein she 
that travaileth shall bring forth, and the remnant of his brethren 
shall be converted to the children of Israel. And He shall 
stand, and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the height of the 
name of the Lord his God ; and they shall be converted, for 
now shall He be magnified even to the ends of the earth. And 
this man shall be our peace, when the Assyrian shall come into 
our land, and when he shall sot his foot in our houses: and 
we shall raise against him seven shepherds and eight principal 
men. 

* The nation of the Israelites is represented. 

+ This passage is quoted by St Matthew (chap, ii.) as that on which tM 
scribes rented when they told Herod that Christ was to be bom in Bethleheoi* 
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THE PEOPHECY OF NAHUM. 

ersonal history of Nahnm nothing is known ; even the date of his prc- 
f is uncertain ; but the most common opinion is that he lived during the 
part of Ezechias's reign, cir. B.C. 715. The subject of his short prophecy 
i destruction of the Assyrian power, which had carried the ten tribes 
aptivity and then attacked Jerusalem. More than 1 00 years had passed 
the conversion of Ninivc at the preaching of Jonah ; but afterwards it 
elaps^ into wickedness, and now Nahum prophesied its entire destruc- 
3y the Babylonians and Medes. This took place in the reign of Josias, 
525. 

SECT, CLXIIL THE PROPHECY OF NAHUM, 

E burden* of JN'inive. The book of the vision of Nahnm Naimm i. 
jesite. i-i-'^* 

B Lord is a jealous God, and a revenger : the Lord is a 
Br, and hath wrath : the Lord taketh vengeance on His 
iries, and He is angry with His enemies. The Lord is 
;, and great in power, and will not cleanse and acquit the 
The Lord's ways are in a tempest, and a whirlwind and 
are the dust of His feet. He rebuketh the sea, and 
it up : and bringeth all the rivers to be a desert. Easan 
iheth and Carmel : and the flower of Libanus fadeth away. 
Duntains tremble at Him, and the hills are made desolate : 
e earth hath quaked at His presence, and the world, and 
b dwell therein. Who can stand before the face of His 
ition? and who shall resist in the fierceness of His anger 1 
lignation is poured out like fire : and the rocks are melted 
II. 

9 Lord is good and giveth strength in the day of trouble : 
loweth them that hope in Him. But with a flood that 
1 by. He will make an utter end of the place thereof : 
irkness shall pursue His enemies. + What do ye devise 
; the Lord ? He will make an utter end : there shall not 
louble affliction. J For as thorns embrace one another, so 
they are feasting and drinking together they shall be 
led as stubble that is fully dry. Out of thee shall come 
3ne§ that imagineth evil against the Lord, contriving 
iry in his mind. 

as saith the Lord : Though they were perfect, and many 
Q so, yet thus shall they be cut off, and he shall pass : 
afflicted thee, and I will afflict thee no more. And now 

•cm. f That is, Ninive. | One chastisement will be effectual. 
L Assyrian king. It is not certain which is meant. St, Jerome and the 
:plam it of Rabsaces, the general of Sennacherib. Kenbick. Others 
18 Holofemes. 
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I will break in pieceJ liis rod with which he struck thy back, 
and I will burst thy bonds asunder. And the Lord will give a 
commandment concerning thee, that no more of thy name shall 
be sown : I will destroy the graven and molten thing out of the 
house of thy God : I will make it thy grave, for thou ai-t dis- 
graced. Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that hringeth 
good tidingsy and that preacheth peace :* O Juda, keep thy fes- 
tivals, and pay thy vows : for Belial shall no more pass through 
thee again, he is utterly cut off. 



THE PEOPHECY OF SOPHONIAS. 

Sophonias, sometimes caUed Zephaniah, lived in the reign of Josias. He fore- 
told the judgments of God on the Jews and on other nations, and also the 
final restoration of (jod*s people. 

SECT, CLXIV, THE PROPHET'S WARKJNO OF QOJ/S VISITATION, 

Sophonias And it shall como to pass at that time, that I will seaich 
1. 12-18. Jerusalem with lamps, and will visit upon the men that are 
settled on their lees, that say in their hearts : The Lord will 
not do good, nor will He do evil. And their strength shall be- 
come a booty, and their houses as a desert : and they shall build 
houses, and shall not dwell in them : and they shall plant vine- 
yards, and shall not drink the wine of them. 

The great day of the Lord is near, it is near and exceeding 
swift ; the voice of the day of the Lord is bitter, the mighty 
man shall there meet with tribulation. That day is a day of 
wrath, a day of tribulation and distress, a day of calamity and 
misery, a day of darkness and obscurity, a day of clouds and 
whirlwinds,, a day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced 
cities, and against the high bulwarks. And I will distress men, 
and they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned 
against the Lord : and their blood shall be poured out as earth, 
and their bodies as dung. Neither shall their silver and their 
gold be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the Lord: 
all the land shall be devoured by the fire of His jealousy, for 
He shall make even a speedy destruction of all them that dwell 
in the land. 

'*' These words are also found in the 62d chapter of Isaias, and are quoted by 
St. Paul in his Epistle to the Romans (chap. x.). ficlial means the wicked ooCr 
•.e. the Assyrian, 
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kTHE PEOPHECY OF HABACUC. 

ii6atiUd prophesied in Juda in the reign of Josias, or perbaps of his sneeessoi^, 
Joakim, b.c. 630 or 625. Of his history nothing is known for certain, bat 
he is supposed to be the same prophet who is mentioned by Daniel in the 
story of Bel and the Dragon. He foretold the invasion oi the Chaldeans, 
which took place in the reign of Joakinu 

SECT, CLXV, THE PROPHECY OF HABACUC, 

The burden* that Habacuc the prophet saw. Habacnc l 

How long, O Lord, shall I cry, and Thou wilt not hear 1 1-17. 
haU I cry out to Thee suffering violence, and Thou wilt not 
ave ? Why hast Thou shown me iniquity and grievance, to see 
apine and injustice before me ? and there is strife and powerful 
opposition. Therefore the law is torn in pieces, and judgment 
ometh not to the end : because the wicked prevaileth against 
he just, therefore wrong judgment goeth forth. 

Prophecy of the ChaJdeans. — Behold ye among the nations^ 
\nd see : wonder, and be astonished : for a loork is done in your 
^uys, which no man will believe when it shall be told,\ For be- 
lold, I will raise up the Chaldeans, a bitter and swift nation, 
larching upon the breadth of the earth, to possess the dwell- 
ng-places that are not their own. They are dreadful and ter- 
Lble : from themselves shaU their judgment and their burden 
roceed. Their horses are lighter than leopards, and swifter 
ban evening wolves; and their horsemen shaU be spread abroad: 
3r their horsemen shall come from afar, they shall fly as an 
agio that maketh haste to eat. They shall all come to the prey, 
heir face is like a burning wind : and they shall gather together 
aptives as the sand. And their prince shall triumph over kings, 
.nd princes shall be his laughing-stock : and he shall laugh at 
ivery stronghold, and shall cast up a mount, and shall take it. 
Chen shall his spirit be changed, and he shall pass and fall :% 
his is his strength of his god. 

Wast Thou not from the beginning, O Lord my God, my 
loly One, and we shall not die ? Lord, Thou hast appointed 
lim for judgment, and made him strong for correction. Thy 
iyes are too pure to behold evil, and Thou canst not look on 
iiuquity. Why lookest Thou upon them that do unjust things, 

* Doom, announcement. Kekbick. Such |>rophecies more especially crc: 
Called Imrdens as threaten grievous evils and punishments. 
. t This verse is quoted by St. Paul in his sermon at Antioch in Pisidia. 
^ctg adii. 

t This 18 explained of the change that came OfcrKabuchodonosor. Dan. it. 

GG 
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• 

and boldest Thy peace when the wicked devoureth the man 
that is more just than himself? 

And Thou wilt make men as the fishes of the sea, and as tlie 
creeping things that have no ruler. He lifted up all them wi^ 
his hook, he drew them in his drag, and gathered them into his 
net : for this he will be glad and rejoice. Therefore will he 
offer victims to his drag, and he will sacrifice to bis net : he- 
cause through them his portion is made fat, and his meat dainty. 
For this cause therefore he spreadeth his net, and will not spare 
continually to slay the nations. 



THE PEOPHECY OF JEREMIAS. 

Jeremiad was a priest, a native of Anathotb, a village of the tribe of B^janin. 
He comes second in order of time amon^ the four greater prophets. He 
began to prophesy in the 18 th year of kmg Josias, B.a 629, and conianned 
through the reigns of Joachaz, Joakim, Joachin, and SedecLis, so as to be* 
come contemporary with Daniel and EzeckieL He was left behind after 
Sedecias was carried awav captive, bnt was afterwards taken down to Egypt, 
where he is said to have been stoned to death. The first twenty-one chapters 
of this book are supposed to have been the roU which king Joachin cast into 
the fire. They are f uU of warnings of the calamities that were impendiog 
on Jerusalem. But Jeremias also foretold God's judgments on othernatioQS, 
and has besides left on record many predictions of our Lord and His kingdom 
on earth. 

SECT, CLXVI. THE CALLING OF JEREMIAS, 

Jeremias i. ^^^ words of JTeremias the son of Helcias, of the priests that 
i-io! -D p fioq were in Anathoth, in the land of Benjamin. The 

word of the Lord which came to him in the days of 
Josias the son of Amon king of Juda, in the thirteenth year of 
his reign. And which came to him in the days of Joakim the 
son of Josias king of Juda, unto the end of the eleventh year of 
Sedecias the son of Josias king of Juda, even unto the carrying 
away of Jerusalem captive, in the fifth month. 

The Call of Jeremias. — And the word of the Lord came io 
me, saying : Before I formed thee in the bowels of thy mother, 
I knew thee : and before thou earnest forth out of the womb, I 
sanctified thee,* and made thee a prophet unto the nations. And 
I said : Ah, ah, ah, Lord God : behold, I cannot speak, for I 
am a child. And the Lord said to me : Say not : I am a child: 
for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee : and whatsoever 
I shall command thee, thou shalt speak. Be not afiraid at their 
presence : for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord. 

* This is said also of St. John the Baptist ; and St, Paul (Gal i.) uses <2ie mqK 
expression of himself. 
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And the Lord put fortli His hand, and touched my mouth : 
ind the Lord said to mo : Behold I have given My -words in thy 
aouth. Lo, I have set thee this day over the nations, and over 
:ingdom8, to root up, and to pull down, and to waste, and to 
iestroy, and to build, and to plant. 

Jeremias' Expostulation. — And the word of the Lord came jcrcmhs n. 
3 me, saying : Go, and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying : l-'-^-* 
'hus saith the Lord: I have remembered thee, pitying thy 
outh, and the love of thy espousals, when thou foUowedst Me 
1 the desert, in a land that is not sown. Israel is holy to the 
iOrd, the first-fruits of His increase : all they that devour him 
ffend : evils shall come upon them, saifch the Lord. 

Hear ye the word of the Lord, house of Jacob, and all ye 
imilies of the house of Israel. Thus saith the Lord : What 
liquity have your fathers found in Me, that they are gone far 
■om Me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain 1 
Old they have not said : Where is the Lord, that made us come 
p out of the land of Egypt ? that led us through the desert, 
irough a land uninhabited and unpassable, through a land of 
nought and the image of death, through a land wherein no man 
alked, nor any man dwelt? And I brought you into the land 
^Carmel,* to eat the fruit thereof and the best things thereof: 
id when ye entered in, you defiled My land, and made My 
theritance an abomination. 

The priests did not say : Where is the Lord 1 and they that 
eld the law knew Me not, and the pastors transgressed against 
[e : and the prophets prophesied in Baal, and followed idols. 
herefore will I yet contend in judgment with you, saith the 
ord, and I will plead with your children. 

Pass over to the isles of Cethim, and see : and send into 
edar, and consider diligently : and see if there hath been done 
ay thing like this. If a nation hath changed their gods, and 
ideed they are not gods : but My people have changed their 
lory into an idol. Be astonished, ye heavens, at this, and, 
B gates thereof, be very desolate, saith the Lord. For My 
eople have done two evils. They have forsaken Me, the foun- 
m of living water, and have digged to themselves cisterns, 
roken cisterns, that can hold no water. 

Is Israel a bondman, or a home-born slave ? why then is ho 
ecome a prey? The lions have roared upon him, and have a 
oise, they have made his land a wilderness : his cities are burnt 
own, and there is none to dwell in them. The children also 

* That is, a land of plenty. 
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of Memphis and of Taphnes* havo deflowered thee, even to the 
crown of the head. Hath not this been done to thee, because 
thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God at that time, when He led 
thee by the way? 

And now what hast thou to do in the way of li^pt, to 
drink the troubled water 1 And what hast thou to do with the 
way of the Assyrians, to drink the water of the river ?+ Thy 
own wickedness shall reprove thee, and thy apostasy shall le* 
buke thee. Know thou, and see that it is an evil and a hitter 
thing for thee to have left the Lord thy God, and that My fear 
is not with thee, saith the Lord the God of hosts. Of old time 
thou hast broken My yoke, thou hast burst My bands, and thou 
saidst : I will not serve. For on every high hill and under 
every green tree thou didst prostitute thyself. Yet I planted 
thee a chosen vineyard, all true seed : how then art thou tuned 
unto Me into that which is good for nothing, strange vine- 
yard 1 Though thou wash thyself with nitre, and multiply to 
thyself the herb borith, thou art stained in thy iniquity before 
Me, saith the Lord God. - 

a 

SECT. CLXVIJ, JEREMIAS DEPLORES THE SIXS AND MISERIES OP 

HIS PEOPLE, 

Jetemias Ths Sins of Ood's People. — Who will give water to luy 
II. 1-26. iiead, and a fountain of tears to my eyes? and I will weep day 
and night for the slain of the daughter of my people. Who 
will give me in the wilderness a lodging-place of wayfaring men, 
and I will leave my people, and depart from them? because 
they are all adulterers, an assembly of transgressors. And they 
have bent their tongue as a bow for lies, and not for truth: 
they have strengthened themselves upon the earth, for they 
have proceeded from evil to evil, and Me they have not known, 
saith the Lord. Let every man take heed of his neighbour, and 
let him not trust in any brother of his : for every brother will 
utterly supplant, and every friend will walk deceitfully. And 
a man shall mock his brother, and they will not speak the 
truth : for they have taught their tongue to speak lies : they 
have laboured to commit iniquity. Thy habitation is in the 
midst of deceit : through deceit they have refused to know Me, 
saith the Lord. Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts : Be- 
hold I will melt and try them : for what else shall I do before 
the daughter of My people 1 Their tongue is a piercing arrow, 

* Cities of Egypt 

t This may have been said in reference to Josias having lost his life in n^' 
ing himself up in the war between Egypt and Assyria. 
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poken deceit : with his mouth one speaketh peace with 
I, and secretly he lieth in wait for him. Shall I not 
a for these things? saith the Lord: or shall not My 
avenged on such a nation ? 

he mountains I will take up weeping and lamentation, 
he beautiful places of the desert, mourning : because 
burnt up, for that there is not a man that passeth 
;hem : and they have not heard the voice of the owner : 
fowl of the ah* to the beasts, they ai-e gone away and 
And I will make Jerusalem to be heaps of sand and 
Iragons : and I will make the cities of Juda desolate, 
of an inhabitant. 

Judgments. — Who is the wise man, that may under- 
B, and to whom the word of the mouth of the Lord 
3 that he may declare this, why the land hath perished, 
rnt up like a wilderness, which none passeth through ? 
Lord said : Because they have forsaken My law, which 
em, and have not heard My voice, and have not walked 
lit they have gone after the perverseness of their own 
1 after Baalim, which their fathers taught them, 
fore thus saith the Lord of hosts the God of Israel : 
will feed this people with wormwood, and give them 
jail to drink. And I will scatter them among the na- 
ch they and their fathers have not known : and I will 
sword after them, till they be consumed. Thus saith 
of hosts the God of Israel. Consider ye, and call for 
ling women, and let them come : and send to them that 
women, and let them make haste : let them hasten 
up a lamentation for us : let our eyes shed tears, and 
Is run down with waters. For a voice of wailing is 
of Sion : How are we wasted and greatly confounded ? 
'e have left the land, because our dwelliogs are cast 

therefore, ye women, the word of the Lord : and let 
receive the word of His mouth : and teach your daugh- 
ng : and every one her neighbour mourning. For 
come up through our windows, it is entered into our 
' destroy the children from without, the young men 
streets. Speak : Thus saith the Lord : Even the car- 
m shall fall as dung upon the face of the country, and 
Dehind the back of the mower, and there is none to 

saith the Lord : Let not the wise man glory in his 
ind let not the strong man glory in Ma s\>x«a^, «sA 
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let not the ricli man glory in his riches : but let him that glorietb 
glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth Me, for 1 am 
the Lord that exercise mercy, and judgment, and justice in the 
earth : for these things please Me, saith the Lord. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, and I will visit upon 
every one that hath the foreskin circumcised, upon Egypt, and 
upon Juda, and upon Edom, and upon the children of jAjmnon, 
and upon Moab, and upon all that have their hair polled round, 
that dwell in the desert : for all the nations are uncircumcised 
in the flesh, but all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in Hie 
heart. 
Jeremias Jeiemlas' Denunciations.— The 'sin of Juda is written with 
XVII. 1-18. a pen of iron, with the point of a diamond, it is graven upon 
the table of their heart, upon the horns of their altars. When 
their children shall remember their altars, and their groves, 
and their green trees upon the high mountains, sacrificing in 
the field, I will give thy strength and all thy treasures to the 
spoil, and thy high places for sin in all thy borders. And thou 
shalt be left stript of thy inheritance, which T gave thee, and I 
will make thee servo thy enemies in a land which thou knowest 
not : because thou hast kindled a fire in My wrath, it shall burn 
for ever. 

Thus saith the Lord : Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth &om 
the Lord. For he shall be like tamaric* in the desert, and he 
shall not see when good shall come : but he shall dwell in <iry- 
ness in the desert, in a salt land, and not inhabited. 

Blessed be the man that trusteth in the Lord, and the Lord 
shall be his confidence. And he shall be as a tree that is 
planted by the waters, that spreadeth out its roots towards 
moisture : and it shall not fear when the heat cometh. And 
the leaf thereof shall be green, and in the time of drought it 
shall not be solicitous, neither shall it cease at any time to 
bring forth fruit. 

The heart is perverse above all things, and unsearchable, 
who can know it ? I am the Lord who search the heart, and 
prove the reins : who give to every one according to his way, 
and according to the fruit of his devices. As the partridge hath 
hatched eggs which she did not lay, so is he that hath gathered 
riches, and not by right : in the midst of his days he shall leave 
them, and in his latter end he shall be a fool. A high and 
glorious throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctifi- 
cation : Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake Thee shall 

* A barren shn\b that grows in the driest parts of the wUdemesa, 
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be confounded : tHey tliat depart from Thee shall be written in 
the earth : because they have forsaken the Lord, the vein of 
living waters.* Heal me, Lord, and I shall be healed : save 
me, and I shall be saved : for Thou art my praise. 

Behold they say to me : Where is the word of the Lord % 
let it come. And I am not troubled, following Thee for my 
pastor, and I have not desired the day of man, Thou knowcst* 
That which went out of my lips hath been right in Thy sight. 
Be not Thou a terror unto me, Thou art my hope in the day of 
affliction. Let them be confounded that persecute me, and let 
not me be confounded : let them be afraid, and let not me be 
afraid : bring upon them the day of afi^ction, and with a double 
destruction destroy them. 

SECT.CLXrill. JEREMIAB SENDS BARUCH TO READ HIS PROPHECY IN 

THE TEMPLE, THE KING BURNS IT. 

And it came to pass in the fourth year of Joakim the son of Jeremias 
Josias king of Juda, that this word came to Jere- « n gnj, j^o^ ^* 
mias by the Lord, saying : Take thee a roll of a 
book, and thou shalt write in it all the words that I have spoken 
to thee against Israel and Juda, and against all the nations 
fiom the day that I spoke to thee, from the days of Josias even 
to this day. If so be, when the house of Juda shall hear all 
the evils that I purpose to do unto them, that they may return 
every man fiom his wicked way : and I will forgive their ini- 
quity and their sin. 

Baruch. — So Jeremias called Baruch the son of Nerias : and 
Barjch wrote from the mouth of Jeremias all the words of the 
Lord, which He spoke to him, upon the roll of a book.t And 
Jeremias commanded Baruch, saying : I am shut up, and cannot 
go into the house of the Lord4 Go thou in therefore, and read 
out of the volume, which thou hast written from my mouth, the 
words of the Lord, in the hearing of all the people in the house 
of the Lord on the fasting day : and also thou shalt read them 
iu the hearing of all Juda that come out of their cities : if so be 
they may present their supplication before the Lord, and may 
return every one from his wicked way : for great is the wrath 
and indignation which the Lord hath pronounced against this 
people. 

* So onr Lord repeatedly speaks of glviog, in His teaching, a fountain of 
Kying water. St. John iv. and vii. 

t This roU is beUeved to have contained the prophecies of Jeremias as we 
have them in the first twenty-one chapters of his book. 

X Not tiiat the prophet was now m prison, for the contrary appears from 
verse 19 ; but that ho kept himself shut up, by reason of the persecutions he 
had lately met with. 
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And Baruch the son of Nerias did according to all that 
Jeremias the prophet had commanded him, reading out of the 
volume the words of the Lord in the house of the Lord. And 
it came to pass in the fifth year of Joakim the son of Josias 
king of Juda, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast 
before the Lord to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the 
people that were come together out of the cities of Juda to Jeru- 
salem. And Baruch read out of the volume the words of Jere- 
mias in the house of the Lord, in the treasury of Gamarias the 
son of Saphan the scribe, in the upper court, in the entry of 
the new gate of the house of the Lord, in the hearing of all the 
people. 
Jeremias The King bums the Boll.^— And the princes said to Baruch : 
XXXVI. Go, and hide thee, both thou and Jeremias, and let no man 
19-82. i^Q^ where you are. And they went in to the king into the 
court : but they laid up the volume in the chamber of Elisama 
the scribe : and they told all the words in the hearing of the 
king. And the king sent Judi that he should take the volume : 
who bringing it out of the chamber of Elisama the scribe, read 
it in the hearing of the king, and of all the princes that stood 
about the king. 

"Now the king sat in the winter-house, in the ninth month : 
and there was a hearth before him full of burning coals. And 
when Judi had read three or four pages, he cut it with the pen- 
knife, and ho cast it into the lire that was upon the hearth, till 
all the volume was consumed with the fire that was on the 
hearth. And the king and all his servants that heard all these 
words were not afraid, nor did they rend their garments. But 
yet Elnathan, and Dalaias, and Gamarias spoke to the king, not 
to burn the book : and he heard them not. And the king com- 
manded Jeremiel the son of Amelech, and Saraias the son of 
Ezriel, and Selemias the son of Abdeel, to take up Baruch the 
scribe and Jeremias the prophet : but the Lord hid them. 

And the word of the Lord came to Jeremias the prophet, 
after that the king had burnt the volume, and the words that 
Baruch had written from the mouth of Jeremias, saying : Take 
thee again another volume : and write in it all the former words 
that were in the first volume which Joakim the king of Juda 
hath burnt. And thou shalt say to Joakim the king of Juda : 
Thus saith the Lord: Thou hast burnt that volume, saying: 
Why hast thou written therein, and said : The king of Babylon 
shall come speedily, and shall lay waste this land : and shall 
cause to cease from thence man and beast? Therefore thus 
saith the Lord against Joakim the king of Juda : He shall have 
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ne to sit npon the throne of David : and his dead body shall 
cast out to the heat hy day, and to the frost by night. And 
kvill punish him and his seed and his servants for their ini- 
ities, and I will bring upon them and upon the inhabitants 
Jerusalem, and upon the men of Juda all the evil that I have 
3nounced against them, but they have not heard. 

And Jeremias took another volume, and gave it to Baruch 

3 son of Nerias the scribe : who wrote in it from the mouth 

Jeremias all the words of the book which Joakim the king 

Juda had burnt with fire: and there were added besides 

my more words than had been before. 

The word that came to Jeremias concerning all the people Jeremias 
Juda, in the fourth year of Joakim the son of Josias king ^^^' ^'^^ 
Juda (the same is the first year of Nabuchodonosor king of 
bylon), which Jeremias the prophet spoke to all the people 
Juda, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying : From 
3 thirteenth year of Josias the son of Ammon king of Juda 
til this day, this is the three and twentieth year, the word 
the Lord hath come to me, and I have spoken to you rising 
fore day, and speaking, and you have not hearkened. And 
Q Lord hath sent to you all His servants the prophets, rising 
rly, and sending, and you have not hearkened, nor inclined 
ur ears to hear. When He said : Eeturn ye, every one, from 
3 evil way, and from your wicked devices, and you shall dwell 
the land which the Lord hath given to you, and your fathers 
p ever and ever. And go not after strange gods to serve them, 
d adore them : nor provoke Me to wrath by the works of your 
nds, and I will not afflict you. And you have not heard Me, 
ith the Lord, that you might provoke Me to anger with the 
)rk8 of your hands, to your own hurt. 

I^ophecy of the Captivity. — ^Therefore thus saith the Lord 
hosts : Because you have not heard My words : Behold I will 
ad, and take all the kindreds of the north, saith the Lord, and 
abuchodonosor the king of Babylon My servant : and I will 
ing them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, 
d against all the nations that are around about it : and I will 
istroy them, and make them an astonishment and a hissing, 
id perpetual desolations. And I will take away from them 
voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
idegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the mill, 
id the light of the lamp. 

And iJl this land shall be a desolation and an astonishment : 
»d all these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy 
«Ts. And when the seventy years shall be expired, 1 -^VSl 
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punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, 
for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans : and I will 
make it perpetual desolations. And I will bring upon that land 
all My words, that I have spoken against it, all that is written 
in this book, all that Jeremias hath prophesied against all na- 
tions: for they have served them, whereas they were many 
nations and great kings : and I will repay them according to 
their deeds, and according to the works of their hands. 

SECT. CLXIX, JEREMIAS WRITES TO THE CHILDREN OF THE CAPTIVITY, 
AND EXHORTS THEM TO PATIENT ENDURANCE OF THEIR CONDITION, 

Jerendas Letter to the Captives. — Now these are the words of the 
\^2& B C 597 letter which Jeremias the prophet sent from Jeru- 
* * • salem to the residue of the ancients that were 
carried into captivity, and to the priests, and to the prophets, 
and to all the people, whom I^Tabuchodonosor had carried away 
from Jerusalem to Babylon : after that Jechonias the king, and 
the queen, and the eunuchs, and the princes of Juda, and of 
Jerusalem, and the craftsmen, and the engravers were departed 
out of Jerusalem : by the hand of Elasa the son of Saphan, and 
Gamarias the son of Helcias, whom Sedecias king of Juda sent 
to Babylon to Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon, saying : 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts the God of Israel, to all that 
are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried 
away from Jerusalem to Babylon : Build ye houses, and dwell 
in them : and plant orchards, and eat the fruit of them. Take 
ye wives, and beget sons and daughters : and take wives for 
your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, and let them 
bear sons and daughtei^ : and be ye multiplied there, and be 
not few in number. And seek the peace of the city, to which 
I have caused you to be carried away captives : and pray to the 
Lord for it : for in the peace thereof shall be your peace. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts the God of Israel : Let not 
your prophets that are in the midst of you and your diviners 
deceive you : and give no heed to your dreams which you dream. 
For they prophesy falsely to you in My name : and I have not 
sent them, saith the Lord. For thus saith the Lord : When 
the seventy years shall begin to be accomplished in Babylon, 
I will visit you : and I will perform My good word in your 
favour, to bring you again to this place. 

For I know the thoughts that I think towards you, 
the Lord : thoughts of peace, and not of affliction, to give you an 
end and patience. And you shall call upon Me, and you shall 
go : and you shall pray to Me, and I will hear you. You shall 
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seek Me, and shall find Me, when you shall seek Me with all 
your hesort And* I will be found by you, saith the Lord : and 
I will bring back your captivity, and I will gather you out of 
{dl nations, and from all the places to which I have driven you 
out) saith the Lord : and I will bring you back from the place 
to which I caused you to be carried away captive. 

Because you have said : The Lord hath raised us up pro- 
phets in Babylon : for thus saith the Lord to the king that sitteth 
upon the throne of David, and to all the people that dwell in 
this city, to your brethren that are not gone forth with you into 
captivity : thus saith the Lord of hosts : Behold I will send 
upon them the sword, and the famine, and the pestilence ; and 
I will make them like bad figs that cannot be eaten, because 
they are very bad. And I will persecute them with the sword, 
and with famine, and with the pestilence : and I will give them 
up unto affliction to all the kingdoms of the earth : to be a curse, 
and an astonishment, and a hissing, and a reproach to all the 
nations to which I have driven them out : because they have 
not hearkened to My words, saith the I^ord : which I sent to 
them by My servants the prophets rising by night, and sending : 
and you have not heard, saith the Lord. Hear ye therefore the 
word of the Lord, all ye of the captivity, whom I have sent out 
firom Jerusalem to Babylon. 

SSCT. CLXZ, JEREMIA8 PROPHESIES OF THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL 

AND OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

The Eestoration of Israel — ^At that time, saith the Lord, I Jcremias 
will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be ^f^' 
My people. Thus saith the Lord : The people that were left and 
escaped from the sword found grace in the desert : Israel shall 
go to his rest. The Lorth hath appeared from afar to me. Yea 
I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore have I 
drawn thee, taking pity on thee. And I will build thee again, 
and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel : thou shalt again be 
adorned with thy timbrels, and shalt go forth in the dances of 
them that make merry. Thou shalt yet plant vineyards in the 
mountains of Samaria : the planters shall plant, and they shall 
not gather the vintage before the time : for there shall be a day 
in which the watchmen on mount Ephraim shall cry : Arise, and 
let us go up to Sion to the Lord our God. 

For thus saith the Lord : Eojoice ye in the joy of Jacob, 
and shout before the head of the Gentiles : shout ye, and sing, 
and say : Save, O Lord, Thy people, the remnant of Israel. 
Behold I will bring them from the north country, and will 
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gather them &om the ends of the earth : and among them shall 
be the blind and the lame, the woman with child and she 
that is bringing forth together, a great company of them return- 
ing hither. They shall come with weeping : and I will bring 
them back in mercy : and I will bring them through the tor- 
rents of waters in a right way, and they shall not stumble in 
it : for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is My first-bom. 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye nations, and declare it in 
the islands that are afar of, and say : He that scattered Israel 
will gather him, and He will keep him as the shepherd doth his 
flock. For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and delivered him 
out of the hand of one that was mightier than he. And they 
shall come, and shall give praise in mount Sion : and they shall 
flow together to the good things of the Lord, for the com, and 
wine, and oil, and the increase of cattle and herds, and theii 
soul shall be as a watered garden, and they shall be hungry no 
more. Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, the young men 
and old men together : and I wiU turn their mourning into joy, 
and will comfort them, and make them joyful after their sorrow. 
And I will fill the soul of the priests with fatness : and My 
people shall be filled with My good things, saith the Lord. 

Prophecies relating to Christ. — Thus saith the Lord : A 
voice was heard on high''^ of lamentation, of mourning and weep- 
ing, of Rachel weeping for her children, and refusing to he com- 
forted for them because they are not,\ Thus saith the Lord : Let 
thy voice cease from weeping, and thy eyes from tears : for there 
is a reward for thy work, saith the Lord : and they shall return 
out of the land of the enemy. And there is hope for thy last end, 
saith the Lord : and the children shall return to their own borders. 

Hearing I heard Ephraim when he went into captivity : Thou 
hast chastised me, and I was instmcted, as a young bullock un- 
accustomed to the yoke.- Convert me, and I shall be converted : 
for Thou art the Lord my God. For after Thou didst convert 
me, I did penance : and after Thou didst show unto me, I stnick 
my thigh : J I am confounded and ashamed, because I have borne 
the reproach of my youth. Surely Ephraim is an honourable 
son to Me, surely he is a tender child : for since I spoke of him, 
I will still remember him. Therefore are My bowels troubled 
for him : pitying I will pity him, saith the Lord. Set thee up 

* Or ' in Ramah,* a city in the tribe of BcDJamin, not far from the tomb of 
Rachel. Eenrick. 

t Tills passage is quoted in St. Matthew*8 Gospel (chap, ii.) as a prophecy of 
the massacre of the innocents by king Herod. 

t The striking of the thigh was a gesture expressive of regret and hmnilii' 
tion, KsNRiOK. 
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k Walcli-tower, make to thee bitterness : direct thy heart into 
the right way, wherein thou hast walked : return, O virgin of 
laraely return to these thy cities. How long wilt thou be dis- 
solute in deliciousness, wandering daughter? for the Lord 
hath created a new thing upon the earth : a tooman shall cotn^ 
pass a man.* 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts the God of Israel : As yet 
shall they say this word in the land of Juda, and in the cities 
thereof, when I shall bring back their captivity. The Lord bless 
thee, the beauty of Justine, the holy mountain. And Juda and 
all his cities shall dwell therein together : the husbandmen and 
they that drive the flocks. For I have inebriated the weary 
soul : and I have filled every hungry soul. Upon this I was as 
it were awaked out of a sleep, and I saw, and my sleep was 
sweet to me. 

Behold the days come, saith the Lord : and I will sow the 
house of Israel and the house of Juda with the seed of men, and 
with the seed of beasts. And as I have watched over them to 
pluck up, and to throw down, and to scatter, and destroy, and 
afflict: so will I watch over them, to build up, and to plant 
them, saith the Lord. In those days they shall say no more : 
The £skthers have eaten a sour grape, and the teeth of the children 
are set on edge.+ But every one shall die for his own iniquity : 
every man that shall eat the sour grape, his teeth shall be set 
on edge. 

Behold the days shall come^ saith the Lord, and I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house oj 
Juda, Not according to the, covenant which I made loith their 
fathers^ in the day that I took them by the hand to Irring them 
out of the land of Egypt : the covenant which they made void, and 
I hid dominion over them, saith the Lord, But this shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel^ after those 
days, saith the Lord : I will give My law in their inward parts, and 
I wiU write it in their heart : and I loill be their God, and they 
shall he My people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
^^hbour, and every man his brother, saying : Knoio the Lord : 
for all shall know Me, from the least of them even to the greatest, 
^aith the Lord : for I will forgive their iniquity, and I icill re- 
Member their sin no more.% Thus said the Lord, who giveth the 

* St. Jerome interprets this of the B. Virgin becommg the Mother of our Lord. 

t This proverb is referred to by the prophet Ezekiel (chap. xviii.j. It ex- 
pressed a complaint that the children should suffer for the faults of their parents* 

X This passage is quoted by St. Paul, in the eighth and again in the tenth 
vP^pterof his £pi8tle to the Hebrews, where he speaks of it as dictated by the 
**oly Ghost, ana interprets it of the New Testament 
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sun for the light of the day, the order of the moon and ottlie 
stars for the light of the night : who stirreth up the sea, and 
the waves thereof roar, the Lord of hosts is His name. If these 
ordinances shall fail hefore Me, saith the Lord, then also the seed 
of Israel s^U fail, so as not to be a nation before Me for ever. 
Thus saitH the Lord : K the heavens above can be measured, 
and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I also 
will cast away all the seed of Ism el, for all that they have doae, 
saith the Lord. 

Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that the city shall 
bo built to the Lord from the tower of Hanameel even to the 
gate of the corner. And the measuring line shall go out ferther 
in his sight upon the hill Grareb : and it shall compass Goatha. 
And the whole valley of dead bodies, and of ashes, and all the 
country of death, even to the torrent Cedron, and to the comer 
of the horse-gate towards the east, the Holy of the Lord, it shall 
not be plucked up, and it shall not^bo destroyed any more for 
ever. 



SECT. CLXXI, JEREMIAS FORETELLS GOD'S JUDGMENTS TO BE EXECUTED 

BY NABUCHODONOSOB, 

JcrcmTAs God's Judgments on the Nation.— In the beginning of the 
^Y^}J^' reign of Joakim* the son of Josias king of Juda this word came 
"^ • to jeremias from the Lord, saying : Thus saith the Lord to me: 
Make thee bands and chains : and thou shalt put them on thy 
neck. And thou shalt send them to the king of Edom, and to 
the king of Moab, and to the king of the children of Ammon, 
and to the king of Tyre, and to the king of Sidon : by the hand 
of the messengers that are come to Jerusalem to Sedecias the 
king of Juda. 

And thou shalt command them to speak to their masters : 
Tims saith the Lord of hosts the God of Israel : Thus shall you 
say to your masters : I made the earth, and the men, and the 
beasts that are upon the face of the earth, by My gi'eat power, 
and by My stretched- out arm : and I have given it to whom it 
seemed good in My eyes. And now I have given all these lands 
into the hand of JN'abuchodonosor king of Babylon My servant: 
moreover also the beasts of the field I have given him to serve 
him. Aad all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his sons 
son : till the time come for his land and himself : and many 

♦ This revelation was made to the prophet in the beginning of the reign w 
Joakim : but the bands were not sent to the princes here named before the t^ 
of Sedecias. Some, however, read Sedecias in place of Joakim in the finl ven^ 
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ations and great kings shall serve him. But the nation and 
ingdom that will not serve ^Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon, 
nd whosoever will not bend his neck under the yoke of the 
ing of Babylon, I will punish that nation with the sword, and 
ith famine, and with pestilence, saith the Lord : till I consume 
iiem by his hand. 

Therefore hearken not to your prophets, and diviners, and 
reamers, and soothsayers, and sorcerers, that say to you : You 
hall not servo the king of Babylon. For they prophesy lies to 
on, to remove you far from your country, and cast you out, 
nd to make you perish. But the nation that shall bend down 
beir neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and shall 
erve him, I will let them remain in their own land, saith the 
x)rd : and they shall till it and dwell in it. 

And I spoke to Sedecias the king of Juda according to all 
liese words, saying : Bend down your necks under « n koq 
lie yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and 
is people, and you shall live. Why will you die, thou and thy 
eople, by the sword, and by famine, and by the pestilence, as 
tie Lord hath spoke against the nation that will not serve the 
:ing of Babylon 1 Hearken not to the words of the prophets 
hat say to you : You shall not serve the king of Babylon : 
or they tell you a lie. For I have not sent them, saith the 
jord : and they prophesy in My name falsely : to drive you out, 
nd that you may perish, both you and the prophets that pro- 
►hesy to you. I spoke also to the priests, and to this people, saying : 
ihus saith the Lord : Hearken not to the words of your prophets, 
hat prophesy to you, saying : Behold the vessels of the Lord shall 
low in a short time be brought again from Babylon, for they 
)rophesy a lie unto you. Therefore hearken not to them, but 
lerve the king of Babylon, that you may live. Why should this 
xity be given up to desolation 1 

8BCT. CLXXIL JEREMIAB PROPHESIES LVRINO THE LAST SIEGE OF 

JERUSALEM, 

Kow king Sedecias the son of Josias reigned instead of Je- tferemias 
shonias the son of Joakim : whom Nabuchodonosor ^ n koq t^^ "* 
cing of Babylon made king in the land of Juda. ' * 
But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land did 
ibey the words of the Lord, that He spoke in the hand of Jere- 
3iias the prophet. And king Sedecias sent Juchal the son of 
Selemias, and Sophonias the son of Maasias the priest, to Jere« 
inas the prophet, saying : Pray to the Lord our God for us. 
Now Jeremias walked freely in the midst of the ^qo)^Iq \ tot 



450 THE PEOPHETS. 

they had not as yet cast him into prison. And theannyof 
Pharao was come out of Egypt : and the Chaldeans that be- 
sieged Jerusalem* hearing these tidings, departed from Jerusalem. 

Prophecy of the E^rptian Army.— And the word of the 
Lord came to Jeremias the prophet, saying : Thus saith the 
Lord the God of Israel : Thus shall you say to the king of 
Juda, who sent you to inquire of Me : Behold the army of Pha- 
rao, which is come forth to help you, shall return into their own 
land into Egypt. And the Chaldeans shall come again and 
fight against this city, and take it, and bum it with fire. Thus 
saith the Lord: Deceive not your souls, saying: The Chaldeans 
shall surely depart and go away from us : for they shall not go 
away. But if you should even beat all the army of the Chi- 
deans that fight against you, and there should be left of them 
some wounded men, they shall rise up, every man from his 
tent, and bum this city with fire. 

Jeremias' Imprisonment. — JN'ow when the army of the 
Chaldeans was gone away from Jerusalem, because of Pharao's 
army, Jeremias went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land 
of Benjamin : and to divide a possession there in the presence 
of the citizens. And when he was come to the gate of Benja- 
min, the captain of the gate, who was there in his turn, was 
one named Jenas the son of Selemias the son of Hananias: 
and he took hold of Jeremias the prophet, saying : Thou art 
fleeing to the Chaldeans. And Jeremias answered : It la not 
so, I am not fleeing to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not 
to him : so Jerias took Jeremias and brought him to the princes. 
Wherefore the princes were angry with Jeremias, and they heat 
him, and cast him into the prison that was in the house of Jo- 
nathan the scribe : for he was chief over the prison. So Jere- 
mias went into the house of the prison, and into the dungeon: 
and Jeremias remained there many days. 

Then Sedecias the king sending, took him : and asked him se- 
cretly in his house, and said: Is there, thinkest thou, any word 
from the Lord? And Jeremias said : There is. And he said 
Thou shalt be delivered into the hands of the king of Babylon- 
And Jeremias said to king Sedecias : In what have I oifended 
against thee, or thy servants, or thy people, that thou hast cast 
me into prison ? Where are your prophets that prophesied to 
you, and said: The king of Babylon shall not come against yo^j 
and against this land ? Now therefore hear, I beseech thee, Diy 

♦ Sedecias had, in the fourth year of his reign, rebelled against the king of Bft* 
b^lon, who therefore came up to besiege Jerusalem in the ninth year of Sedeeiis 
reign. The king of Egypt came to his relief, and so Nabuchodonosor had w 
raise the siege for a time ; but after defeating king Pharao, he returned to it> 
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rd the king : let my petition be accepted in thy sight : and 
md me not back into the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I 
ie there. Then king Sedecias commanded that Jeremias should 
3 committed into the entry of the prison: and that they should 
ve him daily a piece of bread, beside broth, till all the bread 
. the city were spent : and Jeremias remained in the entry of 
le prison. 

Message to Sedecias. — The word that came to Jeremias .Teremi«s 
om the Lord, when king Sedecias sent unto him Phassur the ^^^' ^'^^' 
n of Mclchias, and Sophonias the son of Maasias the priest, 
ying : Inquire of the Lord for us, for Nabuchodonosor king of 
ibylon maketh war against us : if so be the Lord will deal 
ith us according to all His wonderful works, that he may de- 
trt from us. 

And Jeremias said to them : Thus shall you say to Sede- 
as : ITius saith the Lord the God of Israel : Behold I will 
m back the weapons of war that are in your hands, and with 
hich you fight against the king of Babylon and the Chal- 
?ans, that besiege you round about the walls : and I will ga- 
er them together in the midst of this city. And I My- 
If will fight against you with an outstretched hand and 
ith a strong arm, and in fury, and in indignation, and in 
eat wrath. And I will strike the inhabitants of this city, 
en and beasts shall die of a great pestilence. And after this, 
ith the Lord, I will give Sedecias the king of Juda, and 
a servants, and his people, and such as are left in this city 
om the pestilence, and the sword, and the famine, into the 
md of Nabuchodonosor the king of Babylon, and into the 
md of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek 
leir life : and he shall strike them with the edge of the sword, 
id he shall not be moved to pity, nor spare them, nor show 
lercy to them. 

And to this people thou shalt say : Thus saith the Lord : 
ehold I set before you the way of life, and the way of death. He 
lat shall abide in this city shall die by the sword, and by the 
imine, and by the pestilence : but he that shall go out, and 
ee over to the Chaldeans that besiege you, shall live, and his 
fe shall be to him as a spoil. For 1 have set My face against 
lis city for evil, and not for good, saith the Lord : it shall be 
iven into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn 
i with tire. 

Jeremias persecuted. — Now Saphatias the son of Mathan, Jeremias 
nd Gedelias the son of Phassur, and Juchal the son of Sele- H^ ^ 
lias, and Phassur the son of Melchias heard the wotd% t\Na.^ 
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Jeiemias spoke to all the people, sayiDg : Thus saith the Lord : 
Whosoever shall remain in this city shall die by the sword, and 
hy famine, and by pestilence : but he that shall go forth to tbe 
Chaldeans shall Jive, and his life shall be safe, and he shall 
live : Thus saith the Lord : This city shall surely be delivered into 
the hand of the army of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it. 

And the princes said to the king : Wo beseech thee that 
this man may be put to death : for on purpose he weakeneth 
the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the 
hands of the people, speaking to them according to these words: 
for this man seeketh not peace to this people, but evil And 
king Sedecias said : Behold he is in your hands : for it is not 
lawful for the king to deny you any thing. 

Then they took Jeremias and cast him into the dungeon of 
Melchias the son of Amelech, which was in the entry of the 
prison : and they let down Jereuiias by ropes into the dungeon, 
wherein there was no water, but mire. And Jeremias sunk 
into the mire. 

Now Abdemelech the Ethiopian, an eunuch that was in the 
king's house, heard that they had put Jeremias in the dungeon: 
but the king was sitting in the gate of Benjamin. And Abde- 
melech went out of the king's house, and spoke to the king, 
saying : My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that 
they have done against Jeremias the prophet, casting him into 
the dungeon to die there with hunger, for there is no more bread 
in the city. Then the king commanded Abdemelech the Ethio- 
pian, saying : Take from hence thirty men with thee, and draw 
up Jeremias the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die. 

So Abdemelech taking the men with him, went into the king's 
house that was under the storehouse : and he took from thence 
old rags and old rotten things, and he let them down by cords 
to Jeremias into the dungeon. And Abdemelech the Ethiopian 
said to Jeremias : Put these old rags and these rent and rotten 
things under thy arms, and upon the cords : and Jeremias did 
so. And they drew up Jeremias with the cords, and brought 
him forth out of the dungeon. And Jeremias remained in the 
entry of the prison. 

And king Sedecias sent, and took Jeremias the prophet to 
him to the third gate, that was in the house of the Lord : and 
the king said to Jeremias : I will ask thee a thing, hide nothing 
fi'om me. Then Jeremias said to Sedecias : If I shall declare it 
to thee, wilt thou not put me to death? and if I give thee 
counsel, thou wilt not hearken to me. Then king Sedecias 
•wore to Jeremias in private, saying : As the Lord liveth tha* 
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lade us this soul, J will not put thee to death, nor will I de- 
iver thee into the hands of these men that seek thy life. And 
feremias said to Sedecias : Thus saith the Lord of hosts the 
Tod of Israel : If thou wilt take a resolution and go out to the 
princes of the king of Babylon, thy soul shall live, and this 
ity shall not he burnt with fire : and thou shalt be sate, and 
by house. But if thou wilt not go out to the princes of the 
dug of Babylon, this city shall be delivered into the hands of 
he Chaldeans, and they shall bum it with fire : and thou shalt 
lot escape out of their hands. 

And king Sedecias said to Jeremias : I am afraid because of 
he Jews that are fled over to the Chaldeans : lest I should be 
lelivered into their hands, and they should abuse me. But 
Feremias answered : They shall not deliver thee : hearken, I 
)eseech thee, to the word of the Lord which I speak to thee, 
md it shall be well with thee, and thy soul shall live. But if 
hou wilt not go forth, this is the word which the Lord hath shown 
ne : Behold all the women that are left in the house of the 
dng of Juda shall be brought out to the princes of the king of 
Babylon : and they shall say : Thy men of peace have deceived 
:hee and have prevailed against thee, they have plunged thy 
Peet in the mire and in a slippery place, and they have departed 
From thee. And all thy wives and thy children shall be brought 
out to the Chaldeans, and thou shalt not escape their hands, but 
tihou shalt be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon : and 
he shall burn this city with fire. 

Then Sedecias said to Jeremias : Let no man know these 
"Words, and thou shalt not die. But if the princes shall hear 
that I have spoken with thee^ and shall come to thee, and say to 
thee : Tell us what thou hast said to the king, hide it not from 
tie, and we will not kill thee : and also what the king said to 
thee : thou shalt say to them : I presented my supplication 
Wore the king, that he would not command mo to be carried 
^ack into the house of Jonathan, to die there. So all the princes 
^tne to Jeremias, and asked him: and he spoke to them accord- 
iiig to all the words that the king had commanded him : and 
they left him : for nothing had been heard. But Jeremias re- 
'iiained in the entry of the prison until the day ^ n gow 
thut Jerusalem was taken : and it came to pass that 
Jerusalem was taken.* 

* When the city was taken, Jeremias was one of the few who were permitted 
♦o remain behind, while the rest were earned away to Babylon. After the mur- 
**®f of Godolias the governor, many of the Jews fled in fear to Egypt, and car- 
^<1. Jeremias and Baruch with them. It was there that the prophet ended h\i 
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LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAS. 

In these Jeremias laments in a most patbetical manner the miseries of his peo- 
ple, and the destniciion of Jerusalem and the Temple, in Hebrew verses, be^ 
ginning with different letters according to the order of the Hebrew alphabet. 

SECT. CLXXIIL 

And it came to pass, after Israel was carried into captivity, and Jerosalem 
was desolate, that Jeremias the prophet sat weeping*, and mourned with ibis 
lamentation over Jerusalem, and with a sorrowful mind, sighing and moaoiDg, 
he said : 

Lamenta- A leplu How doth the city sit solitary that was full of people ! 
^twnsj^Q^y jg ^YiQ mistress of the Gentiles become as a widow: the 
' princes of provinces made tributary ! 

Beth. Weeping she hath wept in the night, and her tears 

are on her cheeks : there is none to comfort her among all them 

that were dear to her ; all her friends have despised her, and 

are become her enemies. 

Lamenta- Alepli, How hath the Lord covered with obscurity the 

Ji^"? daughter of Sion in His wrath ! how hath He cast down from 

IT 1 ^9 

• * heaven to the earth the glorious one of Israel, and hath not re- 
membered His footstool in the day of His anger ! 

Beth, The Lord hath cast down headlong and hath not 
spared all that was beautiful in Jacob : He hath destroyed in 
His wrath the strongholds of the virgin of Juda, and brought 
them down to the ground ; He hath made the kingdom uncleani 
and the princes thereof. 

Ghimel, He hath broken in His fierce anger all the horn of 
Israel: He hath drawn back His right hand from before the 
enemy : and He hath kindled in Jacob as it were a flaming ^ 
devouring round about. 

Daleth, He hath bent His bow as an enemy, He hath fixed 
His right hand as an adversary : and He hath killed all that was 
fair to behold in the tabernacle of the daughter of Sion, He hath 
poured out His indignation like fire. 

He. The Lord is become as an enemy : He hath cast down 
Israel headlong, He hath overthrown all the walls thereof: H® 
hath destroyed His strongholds, and hath multiplied in the 
daughter of Juda the afflicted, both men and women. 

Vau, And He hath destroyed His tent as a garden, He bath 
thrown down His tabernacle : the Lord hath caused feasts and 
sabbath? to be forgotten in Sion : and hath delivered up king 
and priests to reproach, and to the indignation of His wrath. 

Zain, The Lord hath cast off His altar, He hath cursed Hi^ 
sanctuary : He hath delivered the walls of the towers thereof 
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into the hand of the enemy : they have made a noise in the 
house of the Lord, as in the day of a solemn feast. 

Hetk, The Lord hath purposed to destroy the wall of the 
laughter of Sion : He hath stretched out His line, and hath not 
nthdrawn His hand from destroying : and the bulwark hath 
Qourned, and the wall hath been destroyerl together. 

Teth, Her gates are sunk into the ground : He hath destroyed 
nd broken her bars : her king and her princes are among the 
rentiles : the law is no more, and her prophets have found no 
ision from the Lord. 

Jod, The ancients of the daughter of Sion sit upon the 
Pound, they have held their peace : they have sprinkled their 
3ads with dust, they are girded with hair-cloth, the virgins of 
3rusalem hang down their heads to the ground. 

Caph, My eyes have failed with weeping, my bowels are 
oabled : my liver is poured out upon the earth, for the de- 
motion of the daughter of my people, when the children and 
iB sucklings fednted away in the streets of the city. 

Lamed, They said to their mothers: Where is com and 
ine % when they fainted away as the wounded in the streets of 
le city, when they breathed put their souls in the bosoms of 
leir mothers. 

Mem. To what shall I compare thee? or to what shall I 
ken thee, O daughter of Jerusalem? to what shall I equal thee, 
lat I may comfort thee, virgin daughter of Sion 1 for great 
I the sea is thy destruction : who shall heal thee % 

Nun, Thy prophets have seen false and foolish things for 
lee : and they have not laid open thy iniquity, to excite thee 
) penance: but they have seen for thee false revelations and 
uiishments. 

Samech, All they that passed by the way have clapped their 
ands at thee : they have hissed and wagged their heads at 
le daughter of Jerusalem, saying : Is this the city of perfect 
sauty, the joy of all the earth? 

Fhe, All thy enemies have opened their mouth against thee : 
ley have hissed and gnashed with the teeth, and have said : 
7e will -swallow her up : lo, this is the day which we looked 
)r : we have found it, we have seen it. 

Ain. The Lord hath done that which He purposed, He hath 
ilfilled His word which He commanded in the days of old : 
[e hath destroyed and hath not spared, and He hath caused 
iie enemy to rejoice over thee, and hath set up the horn of thy 
dversaries. 

Sade, Their heart cried to the Lord upon the walls of the 
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daughter of Sion : Let tears run down like a torrent day and 
night: give thyself no rest, and let not the apple of thy eye 
cease. 

Coph, Arise, give praise in the night, in the beginning of the 
"watches : pour out thy heart like water before the face of the 
Lord : lift up thy liaads to Him for the lif« of thy little children, 
that have faintt-d for hunger at the tup of all the streets. 

lies. Behold, O Lord, and consider whom Thou hast thus 
dealt with : shall women then eat their own fruit, their children 
of a span long ? shall the priest and the prophet be slain in 
the sanctuary of the Lord 1 

Sin, The child and the old man lie without on the ground : 
my virgins and my young men are fallen by the sword : Thou 
hast slain them in the day of Thy wrath : Thou hast killed and 
shown them no pity. 

Thau, Thou hast called as to a festival those that should 
terrify me round ahout, and there was none in the day of the 
wrath of the Lord that escaped and was left : those that I brought 
up and nourished, my enemy hath consumed them. 



THE PEOPHECY OF BAEUCH. 

This short book is named after tlie disciple and secretary of Jereraias. Its au- 
thority was formerly caUed in question, but it is quoted by some of the 
Fathers as a part of the prophecy of Jeremias, and it is admitted into tiic 
canon of Scripture by the Council of I'rent. Baruch is repeMtedly mentioned 
in the book of Jereniias. After Jerusalem was taken and bamt, in tbe 
reign of Sedecias, Jeremias and Barucb were taken down to Ei^ypt^ B.C. 586. 
Baruch, however, afterwards visitetl Babylon, where he saw king Joakim. 
and where he composed tbe letter which is contained in the first five chap- 
ters of his book. This letter was read to the captives at Babylon, and after* 
wards sent to those who still remained in Jerusalem. In it he instructs 
them on God's dealings with them, and calls on them to wait patiently for 
the deliverance which God wiU surely send them. 

SECT, CLXXIV. BARUCETS BOOK IS READ AT BABTLON, THE MESSAGE 
OF THE CAPTIVES TO THOSE LEFT IN JERUSALEM, 

Daruch Baruch at Babylon. — And these are the words of the book 
*• ^''** which Baruch the son of Nerias, the son of Maasias, the son of 
Sedecias, the son of Sedei, the son of Helcias, wrote in Baby- 
lonia, in the fifth year, in the seventh day of the month, at 
the time that the Chaldeans took Jerusalem and burnt it with 
fire. And Baruch read the words of this book in the hearing 
of Jechonias the son of Joakim king of Juda, and in the hearing 
of all the people that came to hear the book, and in the hear- 
ing of the nobles, the sons of the kings, and in the hearing of 
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the ancients, and in the hearing of the people, from the least 
even to the greatest of them, that dwelt in Bahylonia, by the 
river Sodi. 

And when they heard it they wept, and fasted, and prayed 
before the Lord. And they made a collection of money, ac- 
cording to every man's power. And they sent it to Jerusalem 
to Joakim the priest, the son of Helcias, the son of Salom, and 
to the priests, and to all the people that were found with him 
in Jerusalem. 

And they said : Behold we have sent you money, buy with it Boraeh 
holocausts and frankincense, and make meat-ofTerings, and offer- '• l0-2». 
ings for sin at the altar of the Lord our God : and pray ye for 
the life of ^abuchodonosor the king of Babylon, and for the life 
of Balthassar his son, that their days may be upon earth as 
the days of heaven : and that the Lord may give us strength, 
and enlighten our eyes, that we may live under the shadow of 
Nabuchodonosor the king of Babylon, and under the shadow of 
Balthassar his son, and may serve them many days, and may 
find favour in their sight. And pray ye for us to the Lord our 
God : for we have sinned against the Lord our God, and His 
wrath is not turned away from us even to this day. And read 
ye this book, which wo have sent to you to be read in the temple 
of the Lord, on feasts and proper days. 

And you shall say : To the Lord our God belongeth justice, 
but to us confusion of our face : as it is come to pass at this 
day to all Juda, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to our 
kings, and to our princes, and to our priests, and to our prophets, 
and to our fathers. We have sinned before the Lord our God, 
and have not believed Him nor put our trust in Him. And wo 
were not obedient to Him, and we have not hearkened to the 
voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His commandments which 
He hath given us. From the day that He brought our fathers 
out of the land of Egypt, even to this day, we were disobedient 
to the Lord our God : and going astray, we turned &om hearing 
His voice. 

And many evils have cleaved to us, and the curses which 
the Lord foretold by Moses His servant : who brought our fa- 
thers out of the land of Egypt, to give us a land flowing with 
milk and honey, as at this day. And we have not hearkened 
to the voice of the Lord our God according to all the words of 
the prophets whom He sent to us : and we have gone away, 
every man after the inclinations of his own wicked heart, to 
Serve strange gods, and to do evil in the sight of the Lord our 
God. 
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Maruch The Captivos' Confession. — ^Wherefore the Lord our God 
II. 1-5, hath made good His word, that He spoke to us, and to out 
judges that have judged Israel, and to our kings, and to our 
princes, and to all Israel and Juda : that the Lord would bring 
upon us great evils, such as never happened under heaven, as 
they have come to pass in Jerusalem, according to the things 
that are written in the law of Moses : that a man should eat the 
flesh of his own son, and the flesh of his own daughter.* And 
He hath delivered them up to be under the hand of all the 
kings that are round about us, to be a reproach and desolation 
among all the people among whom the Lord hath scattered us. 
And we are brought under, and are not uppermost : because 
we have sinned against the Lord our God, by not obeying His 
voice. 
Banich Their Prayer. — And now, Lord Almighty, the God of 
III. 1-38. Israel, the soul in anguish and the troubled spirit crieth to 
Thee. Hear, O Lord, and have mercy, for Thou art a merciful 
God, and have pity on us : for we have sinned before Thee. 
For Thou remainest for ever, and shall we perish everlastingly? 

O Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, hear now the prayer of 
the dead of Israel, and of their children, that have sinned before 
Thee, and have not hearkened to the voice of the Lord their 
God, wherefore evils have cleaved fast to us. Remember not 
the iniquities of our fathers, but think upon Thy hand and upon 
Thy name at this time : for Thou art the Lord our God, and Ave 
will praise Thee, O Lord : because for this end Tliou hast put 
Thy fear in our hearts, to the intent that we should call upon 
Thy name, and praise Thee in our captivity, for we are converted 
from the iniquity of our fathers, who sinned before Thee. And 
behold we are at this day in our captivity, whereby Thou hast 
scattered us to be a reproach, and a curse, and an offence, ac- 
cording to all the iniquities of our fathers, who departed from 
Thee, O Lord our God. 

Hear, Israel, the commandments of life : give ear, that 
thou mayest learn wisdom. How happeneth it, O Israel, that 
thou art in thy enemies' land ? Thou art grown old in a strange 
country, thou art defiled with the dead : thou art counted with 
them that go down into hell. Thou hast forsaken the fountain 
of wisdom : for if thou hadst walked in the way of God thou 
hadst surely dwelt in peace for ever. 

Learn where is wisdom, where is strength, where is under- 
standing : that thou mayest know also where is length of days 

* This had happened during the siege of Jerusalem. 
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, where is the light of the eyes and peace. Who hath 
at her place ? and who hath gone in to her treasures ? 
ere are the princes of the nations and they that rule 
3 beasts that are upon the earth ? that take their diver- 
.h the birds of the air ] that hoard up silver and gold, 
L men trust, and there is no end of their getting? who 
. silver and are solicitous, and their works are unsearch- 
They are cut off, and are gone down to hell, and others . 
1 np in their place. 

ng men have seen the light, and dwelt upon the earth : 
way of knowledge they have not known, nor have they 
3od the paths thereof, neither have their children rc- 
t, it is far from their face. It hath not been heard of in 
d of Chanaan, neither hath it been seen in Theman. 
Idren of Agar also, that search after the wisdom that is 
arth, the merchants of Merrha and of Theman, and the 
)f fables and searchers of prudence and understanding i 
way of wisdom they have not known, neither have they 
•ered her paths. 

srael, how great is the house of God, and how vast is 
56 of His possession ! It U great and hath no end : it is 
d immense. 

re were the giants, those renowned men that were from 
inning, of great stature, expert in war. The Lord chose 
m, neither did they find the way of knowledge : there- 
[ they perish. And because they had not wisdom they 
1 through their folly. 

o hath gone up into heaven and taken her, and brought 
m from the clouds 1 Who hath passed over the sea, and 
ler, and brought her preferably to chosen gold ? There 
that is able to know her ways, nor that can search out 
hs : but He that knoweth all things knoweth her, and 
und her out with His understanding ; He that prepared 
;h for evermore, and filled it with cattle and four-footed 
He that sendeth forth light, and it goeth: and hath 
fc, and it obeyeth Him with teembling. And the stars 
Lven light in their watches, and rejoiced : they were 
ind they said : Here we are : and with cheerfulness they 
lined forth to Him that made them, 
s is our God, and there shall no other be accounted of in 
ison of Him. He found out all the way of knowledge, 
ve it to Jacob His servant, and to Israel His beloved, 
irds He was seen upon earth, and conversed with men.* 
* This is interpreted as a prophecy of the Incarnation. 
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THE PROPHECY OF EZEKIEL. 

EzekWl, who U numbered tliini of thelkmrgrenter prophets, was of the priestly 
race, and wa-* carried captive to Habvlon with Jechotiiab, or Jeboiakim, king 
of JadH. about the year B a 698 or 597. Thus he prophesied in the laud of 
his captivity like Daniel, and at the same time^ though Daniel outlived 
him. He is auppo:»ed to have ended his days by marcynlom. 

SECT, C^XXV, SZEKIEUS VISION OF THE FOUR U?INQ CREATURES. 

Kzektei Kow it tome to pass in the tbirtieth year,* in the fourth 
I, i-2«. ixiouth, on the fifth day of the mouth, when I was 

• iL the midst of the captives by the river Chobar,t 
the heavens wore opened, and I saw the visions of God. On 
the fifth day of the motith, the same was the fifth year of the 
captivity of kin<; Joachin, the word of the Lord came to Eze- 
kiel the priest, the son of Buzi in the land of the ChaMeans, 
by the river Chobar : and the hand of the Lord was there upon 
him. 

Ezelders Vision. — And I saw, and behold a whu^lwind 
came oat of the north : and a great cloud, and a fire infolding 
it, and brightness was about it : and out of the midst thereof, 
that is, out of the midst of the fire, as it were the resemblance 
of amber : and in the mMst thereof the likeness of four hving 
creatures :J and tliis was their appearance : there was the like- 
ness of a man in them. Every one had four faces, and every 
one four wings. Their feet were straight feet, and the sole of 
their foot was like the sole of a calf s foot, and they sparkled 
like the appearance of glowing brass. And they had the hands 
of a man under their wings on their four sides : and they had 
faces and wings on the four sides. And the wings of one were 
joined to the wings of another. They turned not when they 
went : but every one went straight forward. And as for the 
likeness of their faces : there was the face of a man, and the 
face of a lion on the right side of all the four : and the face of 
an ox on the left side of all the four : and the face of an eagle 
over all the four. And their faces and their wings were 
stretched upward : two wings of every one were joined, and 
two covered their bodies : and every one of them went straight 
forward : whither the impulse of the spirit was to go, thither 
they went : and they turned not when they went. And as for 

* Of the life of Ezekiel, or perhaps of the reign of the king of Babylon. 

*t* It is thought to be the river Chebar, which runs into the Euphrates. 

j In the book of Ecclesiasticus, which refers to this vision, they are called 
cherubim. St. John, in the Apocalypse (chap, iv.), gives an account of a similar 
vision he had of four living creatures. According to the common tradition of 
the Chuicli they refer to the four Evangelists. 
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of the living creatures, their appearance was like that 
coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps. This 
sion running to and fro in the midst of the living 

bright iire, and lightning going forth from the fire, 
ing creatures ran and returned like flashes of lightning, 

1 beheld the living creatures, there appeareil upon 
y the living creatures one wheel with four faces. 
)pearance of the wheels and the work of them was 
jearance of the sea : and the four had all one like- 
their appearance and their work was as it were a 
lo midst of a wheel. When they went, they went by 
parts : and they turned not when they went. The 

also a size, and a height, and a dreadful appearance : 
lole body was full of eyes round about all the four, 
the living creatures went, the wheels also went to- 
hem : and when the living creatures were lifted up 
trth, the wheels also were lilted up with them, Whi- 
the spirit went, thither as the spirit went the wheels 
ifted up withal and followed it : for the spirit of life 
wheels. When those went, these went, and when 
I, these stood, and when those were lifted up from 
he wheels also were lifted up together and followed 
the spirit of life was in the wheels. And over the 
e living creatures was the likeness of the firmament, 
3arance of crystal, terrible to behold, and stretched 
leir heads above. And under the firmament were 
i straight, the one toward the other, every one with 
covered his body, and the other was covered in like 
And I heard the noiso of their wings, like the noise 
aters, as it were the voice of the most high God : 
walked, it was like the voice of a multitude, like the 
. army ; and when they stood, their wings were let 
p when a voice came from above the firmament that 
eir heads they stood, and let down their wings. And 
irmament that was over their heads was the likeness 
as the appearance of the sapphire-stone, and upon the 
the throne was a likeness as of the appearance of a 
upon it. And I saw as it were the resemblance of 
he appearance of fire within it round about : from 
id upward, and from his loins downward, I saw as it 
semblance of fire shining round about. As the ap- 

the rainbow when it is in a cloud on a rainy day : 
e appearance of the brightness round about. 
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SECT, CLXIFL BZEKIEU8 COMMISSTON TO TBE CHILBRBlf OF TRE 

CAPTIVITY . 

n?i-^ Bzekiers Commission.— This was the vision of the likeness 
* of the glory of the Lord. And I saw, and I fell upon my face, 
and I heard the voice of one that spoke. And He said to me: 
Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak to thee : and 
the spirit entered into me after that He spoke to me, and He 
set me upon my feet : and I heard £Um speaking to me, and 
saying : 

Son of roan, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a re- 
bellious people that hath revolted from Me : they and their 
fathers have transgressed My covenant even unto this day. And 
they to whom I send thee are children of a hard face and of 
an obstinate heart : and thou shalt say to them : Thus saitli 
the Lord God : If so be they at least will hear, and if so be 
they will forbear, for they are a provoking house : and thej 
shall know that there hath been a prophet in the midst of them. 

And thou, son of man, fear not, neither be thou afraid of 
their words : for thou art among unbelievers and destroyers^ 
and thou dwellest with scorpions. Fear not their words, neither 
be thou dismayed at their looks : for they are a provoking honse. 
And thou shait speak My words to them, if perhaps they will 
hear and forbear : for they provoke Me to anger. But thou, 
son of man, hear all that I say to thee : and do not thou pro- 
voke Me, as that house provoketh Me : open thy mouth, and 
eat what I give thee. And I looked, and behold, a hand was 
sent to me, wherein was a book rolled up : and He spread it 
before me,* and it was written within and without : and there 
were written in it lamentations, and canticles, and woe. 
Ezehiel '^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ me : Son of man, eat all that thou shalt find : 
III. 1-27. eat this book, and go speak to the children of Israel. And I 
opened my mouth, and He caused me to eat that book : and He 
said to me : Son of man, thy belly shall eat, and thy bowels 
shall be filled with this book, which I give thee. And I did 
eat it : and it was sweet as honey in my mouth. 

And He said to me : Son of man, go to the house of Israel, 
and thou shalt speak My words to them. For thou art not sent 
to a people of a profound speech and of an unknown tongue, 
but to the house of Israel : nor to many nations of a strange 
speech and of an unknown tongue, whose words thou canst not 
understand : and if thou wert sent to them, they would hearken 

* The bonks of ancient times were sheets of parchment or other matenji 
generally written on one side only, and rolled up when not in ose. TheTiW* 
of eating the book signified its being received and laid np in the heart. 
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to thee. Bui the house of Israel will not hearken to tbce : 
because tbey will not hearkeii to Me : for all tbe bouse of Israel 
are of a hard forehead and an obstinate beart. Bebold I havo 
made thy face stronger tban their faces, and tby foi-ebead harder 
than tbeir foreheads. I ba^e made tby face like an adamant 
and like flint : fear them not, neitber be thou dismayed at tiieir 
presence : for they are a provoking bouse. And He said to me : 
6on of man, i-eceive in tiiy beart and bear with tby ears all tbe 
words that I S[)eak to thee : and go get thee in to them of tbe 
captivity, to tbe children of tby people, and thou sbalb speak to 
them, and shalt say to them : Thus saitb tbe Lord : If .so be 
they will bear, and will forbear. 

And tbe spirit took me up, and I beard behind me the voice 
of a great commotion, saying: Blessed be tbe glory of tbe Lord, 
from His place. And the noise of tbe wings of the living crea- 
tures striking one against another, and tbe noise of tbe wheels 
following tbe living creatures and tbe noise of a great com mo- 
iion. The spirit also lifted me, and took me up : and I went 
away in bitterness in tbe indignation of my spirit : for tbe band 
of the Lord was with me, strengthening me. And I came to 
Hiem of the captivity, to tbe heap of new corn, to them that 
dwelt by the river Chobar, and I sat where tbey sat, and I re- 
mained there seven days mourning in the midst of them. 

And at tbe end of seven days tbe word of tbe Lord came to 
ane, saying : Son of man, I have made thee a watchman to the 
'hoaae of Israel : and thou shalt hear tbe word out of My mouth, 
«nd shalt tell it them from Me. If, when I say to the wicked, 
Thon shalt surely die : thou declare it not to him nor speak to 
lim, that he may be converted from bis wicked way and live : 
the same wicked man shall die in bis iniquity, but I will re- 
tjoire.his blood at tby band. But if thou give warning to tbe 
iwcked, and be be not converted from bis wickedness and from 
im evil way : be indeed shall die in bis iniquity, but thou hast 
Slivered thy soul. Moreover, if the just man shall turn away 
^m bis justice, and shall commit iniquity : I will lay a stum- 
llingblock before him, be shall die, because thou bast not 
given him warning : bo shall die in bis sin, and his justices 
"irbicb be bath done shall not be remembered : but I will re- 
quire his blood at tby band. But if thou warn the just man, that 
&e just may not sin, and be doth not sin : living be shall live, 
lecause thou hast warned him, and thou bast delivered thy soul. 

And tbe band of tbe Lord was upon me, and He said to 
tne : Bise, and go forth into tbe plain, and there I will speak to 
thee. And I rose up, and went forth into the plain : and b^ 
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hold the glory of tho Lord stood there, like the glory whicli I 
saw by the river Chobar : and I fell upon my face. And the 
spirit entered into me, and set me upon my feet: and He spoke 
to me, and said to me : Go in, and shut thyself up iu the midst 
of thy house. And thou, son of man, behold they shall put 
bands upon thee, and they shall bind thee with them : and thou 
shalt not go forth from the midst of them. And I will mdke 
thy tongue stick fast to the root of thy mouth, and thou shalt 
be dumb, and not as a man that reproveth : because they aie 
a provoking house. But when I shall speak to thee, I will 
open thy mouth, and thou shalt say to them : Thus saith the 
Lord God : He that heareth, let him hear : and he that foF* 
beareth, let him forbear : for they are a provoking house. 

SECT, CLXXVIL THE DUTY OF THE WATCHMAN. THE JUSTICE OF 

GOD'S WAYS. 

Ezekici The Parable of the Watchman. — And the word of the Lord 
^^'^ nj' came to me, saying : Son of man, speak to the children of thy 
' people, and say to them : When I bring the sword upon a land, 
if the people of the land take a man, one of their meanest, and 
make him a watchman over them : and he see the sword com- 
ing upon the land, and sound the trumpet, and tell the people: 
then he that heareth the sound of the trumpet, whosoever he 
be, and doth not look to himself, if the sword come, and cut 
him off : his blood shall bo upon his own head. He heard the 
sound of the trumpet, and did not look to himself, his blood 
shall be upon him : but if he look to himself, he shall save his 
life. And if the watchman see the sword coming, and sound 
not the trumpet : and the people look not to themselves, and 
the sword come, and cut off a soul from among them: he indeed 
is taken away in his iniquity, but I will require his blood at 
the hand of the watchman. 

So thou, son of man, I have made thco a watchman to 
the house of Israel : therefore thou shalt hear the word from 
My mouth, and shalt tell it them from Me. When I say io 
the wicked : wicked man, thou shalt surely die : if thou dost 
not speak to warn the wiclced man from his way, that wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity, but I will require his blocKi at 
thy hand. But if thou tell the wicked man, that he may be con- 
verted from his ways, and he be not converted from his way: 
he shall die in his iniquity : but thou hast delivered thy soul. 

Thou therefore, O son of man, say to the house of Israel' 
Thus you have spoken, saying : Our iniquities and our sin* 
are upon us, and we pine away in them : how then can we 
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live ? Say to them : As I live, saith the Lord God, I desire 
not the death of the wicked, hut that the wicked turn from his 
way, and live. Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways : and 
why will you die, house of Israel ] 

The Justiee of God. — Thou therefore, son of man, say to 
the children of thy people : The justice of the just shall not de- 
liver him in what day soever he shall sin : and the wickedness 
of the wicked shall not hurt him in what day soever he shall 
turn from his wickedness : and the just shall not be able to 
live in his justice in what day soever he shall sin. Yea, if I 
shall say to the just that he shall surely live, and he, trusting 
in his justice, commitMniquity : all his just works shall be for- 
gotten, and in his iniquity which he hath committed, in the 
same shall he die. And if I shall say to the wicked: Thou 
shalt surely die : and he do penance for his sin, and do judg- 
ment and justice, and if that wicked man restore the pledge, 
and render what he had robbed and walk in the command- 
ments of life, and do no unjust thing : he shall surely live, and 
shall not die. None of his sins which he hath committed 
shall be imputed to him : he hath done judgment and justice, 
he shall surely live. 

And the children of thy people have said : The way of the 
Lord is not equitable : whereas their own way is unjust. For 
"when the just shall depart from his justice, and commit iniqui- 
ties, he shall die in them. And when the wicked shall depart 
ftom his wickedness, and shall do judgments and justice, he 
shall live in them. And you say : The way of the Lord is not 
xight : I will judge every one of you according to his ways, O 
house of Israel. 

And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity, 
in the tenth month, in the fifth day of the month, -n n koo 
that there came to me one that was fled from Je- 
rusalem, saying : The city is laid waste. And the hand of the 
Xord had been upon me in the evening, before he that was fled 
came : and He opened my mouth till he came to me in the 
morning, and my mouth being opened I was silent no more. 
And the word of the Lord came to me, saying : Son of man, 
they that dwell in these ruinous places, in the land of Israel, 
speak, saying : Abraham was one and he inherited the land : 
but we are many, the land is given us in possession.* There- 
fore say to them : Thus saith the Lord God : You that eat 
"With the blood and lift up your eyes to your idols, and that 

* They congratulated themselves as sole possessors of the land from which 
tlieir oonntiymen had heen led away captives. Eenrxck. 
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slied blood : shall you possess the land by inheritance? Tou 
stood on your swords, you have committed abominations, and 
every one hath defiled his neighbour's wife : and shall you 
possess the laud by inheritance? Say thou thus to them: 
Til us s.iith the Lord God : As I live, they that dwell in the 
ruinous places shall fall by the sword : and he that is in the 
iield shall be given to the beasts to be devoured : and they 
that are in holes and caves shall die of the pestilence. And 
I will make the land a wilderness and a desert, and the proud 
strength thereof shall fail, and the mountains of Israel shall he 
desolate, because there is none to pass by them. And they 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I shall have made their 
land waste and desolate, for aU their abominations which they 
have committed. 

And thou son of man, the children of thy people, that talk 
of thee by the walls and in the doors of the houses, and speak 
one to another each man to his neighbour, saying : Come, and 
let us hear what is the word that cometh forth from the Lord. 
And they come to thee, as it* a people were coining in, and my 
people sit before thee : and hear thy words and do them not : 
for they turn them into a song of their mouth, and their heart 
goeth afcer their covotousness. And thou art to them as a mu- 
sical song which is sung with a sweet and agreeable voice : and 
they heor thy words, and do them not. And when that which 
was foretold shall come to pass (for behold it is coming), then 
ehall they know that a prophet hath been among them. 

SECT. CLXXVIII. aOD'S MESSAOE TO THE SffEPUERDS OF ISRAEL, A 
PROFUEUY OF CHRIST AS THE GOOD SHEPHERD, 

Ezeidd God's Woid to the Shepherds of Israel.-^ And the word oi 
XXXIV. the Lord came to me, saying: Son of man, prophesy concerning 
^"^^* the shepherds of Israel : prophesy, and say to the shepherds: 
Thus saith the Lord God : Woe to the shepherds of Israel, that 
feed themselves : should not the flocks be fed by the shepherds? 
You ate the milk, and you clothed yourselves with the wool, and 
you killed that which was fat : but My flock you did not feed. 
The weak you have not strengthened, and that which was sick 
you have not healed: that which was broken you have not 
bound up, and that which was driven away you have not brought 
again, neither have you sought that which was lost : but yott 
ruled over them with rigour and with a high hand. And My 
sheep were scattered, because there was no shepherd : and they 
became the prey of all the beasts of the field, and were scattered. 
My sheep have wandered in every mountain, and in every high 
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hill ; and My flocks were scattered upon the face of the earth, 
and there was none that sought them, there was none, I say, 
that sought them. 

Thei*efore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord : As I 
live, saith the Lord God, forasmuch as My flocks have heen 
made a spoil, and My sheep are hecome a prey to all the beasts 
of the field, because there was no shepherd : for My shepherds 
did not seek after My flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, 
and fed not My flocks : therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word 
of the Lord : Thus saith the Lord God : Behold I Myself come 
upon the shepherds : I will require My flock at their hand, and 
1 will cause them to cease from feeding the flock any more, 
aeither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more : and 1 
will deliver My flock from their mouth, and it shall no more 
be meat for them. 

Prophecy of tlhrist. — For thus saith the Lord God : Behold 
I Myself will seek My sheep, and will visit them. As the shep- 
herd visiteth his flock, in the day when he shall bo in the midst 
of his sheep that were scattered : so will I visit My sheep, and 
will deliver them out of all the places where they have been 
scattered in the cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them 
out from the peoples, and will gather them out of the countries, 
and will bring them to their own land : and I will feed them 
in the mountains of Israel, by the rivers, and in all the habita- 
tions of the land : I will feed them in the most fruitful pas- 
tures, and their pastures shall be in the high mountains of Is- 
rael : there shall they rest on the green grass, and be fed in fat 
pastures upon the mountains of Israel. I will feed My sheep : 
and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord God. I will 
seek that which was lost : and that which was driven away I 
will bring again : and I will bind up that which was broken, 
and I will strengthen that which was weak, and that which 
was fat and strong I will preserve : and I will feed them in 
judgment. 

And as for you, My flocks, thus saith the Lord God : Be- 
hold I judge between cattle and cattle, of rams and of he-goats. 
Was it not enough for you to feed upon good pastures] but you 
must also tread down with your feet the residue of your pas- 
tures: and when you drank the clearest water, you troubled 
tile rest with your feet. And My sheep were fed with that 
which you had trodden with your feet : and they drank what 
your feet had troubled. Therefore thus saith the Lord God to 
you: Behold, I Myself will judge between the fat cattle and 
the lean. Because you thrusted witli sides and shoulders, and 
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struck all the weak cattle with your homs, till they were scat- 
tered abroad : I will save My flock, and it shall be no more a 
spoil, and I will judge between cattle and cattle. And I will 
set up one shepherd over thevi,* and he shall feed them, even My 
servant David : he shall feed them, and he shall be their shep- 
her<l. And I the Lord will be their God, and My servant David 
the prince in the midst of them : I the Lord have spoken it. 

And I will make a covenant of peace with them, and will 
cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land : and they that 
dwell in the wilderness shall sleep secure in the forests. And 
I will make them a blessing round about My hill : and I will 
send down the rain in its season, there shall be showers of 
blessing. And the tree of the field shall yield its fruit, and 
the earth shall yield her increase, and they shall he in 
their land without fear : and they shall know that I am the 
Ijord, when I shall have broken the bonds of their yoke, dnd 
shall have delivered them out of the hand of those that rule 
over them. And they shall be no more for a spoil to the na- 
tions, neither shall the beasts of the earth devour them : hut 
they shall dwell securely without any terror. And I will raise 
up for them a bud of renown :t and they shall be no more con- 
sumed with famine in the land, neither shall they bear any- 
more the reproach of the Gentiles. And they shall know that 
I the Lord their God am with them, and that they are My 
people the house of Israel, saith the Lord God. And you My 
flocks, the flocks of My pasture, are men : and I am the Lord 
your God, saith the Lord God. 



THE PEOPHECY OF ABDIAS. 

St. Jerome speaks of the opinion that the author of this book was the same as 
the Abdias or Obadiah who was steward of king Achab. Others make him 
to have lived at the same time as Isaias. But it seems more probable that 
he prophesied after Jerusalem was taken by the Babylonians, about b.c. 586. 
His prophecy was addressed to the Idumeans, and predicts their overthroff. 
It is very short, consistinjj of ouly twenty-one verses. 

SECT. CLXXIX, ABhIAS PROPHESIES THE JUDGMENT OF QOD ON EDOM. 

Abdias The vision of Ahdias. Thus saith the Lord Goito Edom: 

1. 1-4. "VVe have heard a rumour from the Lord, and He hath sent an 

ambassador to the nations : arise, and let us rise up to hattle 

♦ Our Lord perhaps referred to this prophecv when Tic said, Inm the Oood 
Shepherd. John x. He is repeatedly prophesied of under the name of Davw» 
because He was of the home andfaviUy oj David. Luke ii. 

+ He speaks of Christ our Lord, the illustrious bud or descendant of tufi 
house of David. So Jeremias speaks of Him as the bud of justice, Ch^p. xxsi" 
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against him. Behold I liave made thee small among the nations : 
thou art exceeding contemptible. The pride of thy heart hath 
lifted thee up, who dwellest in the clefts of the rocks, and settest 
up thy throne on high,* who sayest in thy heart : Who shall 
bring me down to the ground 1 Though thou be exalted as an 
eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thenco 
vill 1 bring thee down, saith the Lord. 

For the slaughter, and for the iniquity against thy brother Abdms t. 
Jacob, confusion shall cover thee, and thou shalt perish for ^^^^* 
ever.f In the day when thou stoodest against him, when 
strangers carried away his army captive, and foreigners entered 
into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, thou also wast as 
one of them. But thou shalt not look on in the day of thy 
brother, in the day of his leaving his country : and thou shalt 
not rejoice over the children of Juda in the day of their destruc- 
tion : and thou shalt not magnify thy mouth in the day of dis- 
tress. Neither shalt thou enter into the gate of My people in 
the day of their ruin : neither shalt thou also look on in his 
evils in the day of his calamity : and thou shalt not be sent out 
against his army in the day of his desolation. ^Neither shalt 
thou stand in the crossways to kill them that flee : and thou 
shalt not shut up them that remain of him in the day of tribu- 
lation. For the day of the Lord is at hand upon all nations : 
^ thou hast done, so shall it be done to thee : He will turn thy 
Inward upon thy own head. 



THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

^nlel is reckoned as the fourth of tJie greater prophets. He was of the royal 
family of Juda, and when very young was carried inro captivity to Babylon. 
He lived all through the Captivity, and thus survived Jeremias and Ezlkiel, 
who were his contemporaries. His holiness was so eminent, that while he 
was still a young man Ezekiel coupled his name with Noe and Job ; and the 
same prophet (chap, xxviii.) refers to his acknowledged wisdom. He is 
called a prophet by our Lord Himself Matt. xxiv. His most striking pro- 
phecies are those that predict the exact time of the coming of our Lord, and 
the establishment of His kingdom on earth. But he also had a vision of 
the four great empires that were to reign in succession, and of the struggle 
between the Greeks and Persians. The story of Daniel's interference on 
behalf of Susanna when he was ^till a very young man, and of his exposing 
the follvof the worship of Bel and the g eat Dragon, were placed originally 
at the beginning of the book ; but St. Jerome in his translation took them 



• Idumea is verv mountainous and rocky, 

t When Jerusalem was taken the Idumeans bad exulted and taken part in 
*«r spoliation. 
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away, and set them apart, because he did not find them in the Hcibrew, and 
doubred their authority. Other Fathers, however, recognised them, and 
they are received by the Church as a part of Scripture. 

BECT. CLXXX. THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE PROPHET DAJtlEl AA'J) IllS 

COMPANIONS. 

Daniel ^^ ^^® third year of the reign of Joakim king of Juda, Na- 
1. 1-21. ^ n onn huchodonosor* king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, 
' ' * and besieged it : and the Lord delivered into his 
hands Joakim the king of Juda, and part of the vessels of the 
house of God : and he carried them away into the land of Sen- 
naar,f to the house of his god,} and the vessels he brought into 
the treasure-house of his god. 

And the king spoke to Asphenez the master of the eunuchs, 
that he should bring in some of the children of Israel, and of 
the king's seed and of the princes, children in whom there was 
no blemish, well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, acute in 
knowledge and instructed in science, and such as might stand . 
in the king's palace, that he might teach them the learning and ] 
the tongue of the Chaldeans. And the king appointed them a 
daily provision, of his own meat, and of the wine of which he 
drank himself, that being nourished three years, afterwards they 
might stand before the king. 

Daniel in the King's Palace. — Now there were among them 
of the children of J uda, Daniel, Ananias, Misael, and Azarias. 
And the master of the eunuchs gave them names : to Daniel, 
Baltassar ; to Ananias, Sidracli ; to Misael, Misach ; and to Aza- 
rias, Abdenago. But Daniel purposed in his heart that he 
would not be defiled § with the king's table, nor with the wine 
which he drank : and he requested the master of the eunuchs 
that he might not be defiled. And God gave to Daniel grace 
and mercy in the sight of the prince of the eunuchs. And the 
prince ot the eunuchs said to Daniel : I fear my lord the king, 
who hath appointed you meat and drink, who if ho should see 
your faces leaner than those of tlie other youths your equals, 
you shall endanger my head to the king. And Daniel said to 
Malabar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had appointed over 
Daniel, Ananias, Misael, and Azarias : Try, I beseech thee, thy 
servants for ten days, and let pulse be given us to eat, and water 

* Also called Nebuchadnezzar. 

f Sennaar, also called Shinar, was the country of which Babylon was the 
capi'al. It is spoken of in the book of Genesis as the land first occupied by 
Nimrod. 

t Belus or Bel, the idol of the Chaldean?. 

§ Viz. either by eating meat forbidden by the law or wliich had before b«*^ 
offered to idols. 
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to drink : and look upon our faces, and the faces of the children 
that eat of the king's meat : and as thou shalt see, deal with thy 
servants. And. when he had heard these words, he tried them 
for ten days. And after ten days their faces appeared fairer 
and fatter than all the children that ate of the king's meat. So 
Malasar took their portions, and the wine that they should 
drink : and he gave them pulse.* And to these children God 
gave knowledge and understanding in every hook and wisdom ; 
hut to Daniel the understanding also of all visions and dreams. 
And when the days were ended, after which the king had 
ordered they should be hronght in, the prince of the eunuchs 
t)rought them in before Nabuchodonosor. And when the king 
jad spoken to them, there were not found among them all such 
IS Daniel, Ananias, Misael, and Azarias : and they stood in the 
ving's presence. And in all matters of wisdom and understand- 
ng that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times 
3etter than all the diviners and wise men that were in all his 
kingdom. And Daniel continued even to the first year of king 



ZJyrus. 



8SCT. CLXXXL NABUCHODONOSOWS DREAM. DANIEVS INTERPRETATION 

OF IZ 

Nabuchodonosof s Dream. — In the second year of the reign Daniel 
:>f Nabuchodonosor, Nabuchodonosor had a dream, « n cm "• ^"^^ 
ind his spirit was terrified ; and his dream went out 
of his mind. 

Then the king commanded to call together the diviners, and 
the wise men, and the magicians, and the Chaldeans.f to de- 
clare to the king his dreams : so they came and stood before the 
king. And the king said to them : I saw a dream : and being 
troubled in mind I know not what I saw. And the Chaldeans 
answered the king in Syriac : king, live for ever : tell to thy 
Servants thy dream, and we will declare the interpretation 
thereof. And the king answering said to the Chaldeans : The 
thing is gone out of my mind : unless you tell me the dream, 
and the meaning thereof, you shall be put to death, and your 
houses shall be confiscated. But if you tell the dream, and the 
Jiaeaning of it, you shall receive of me rewards, and gifts, and 
great honour : therefore tell me the dream, and the interpretation 
thereof. They answered again and said : Let the king tell his 
Servants the dream, and we will declare the interpretation of it. 
The king answered, and said : I know for certain that you seek 

* ie pew, beans, and the like. 

t The Chaldeans, That is, the astrologers, that pretended to divine by st^rs. 
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to gain time, aince you know that the thing is gone from xne. 
If therefore you tell me not the dream, there is one senteoce 
concerning you, that you have also framed a lying interpreta- 
tion, and full of deceit, to speak before me till the time pass 
away. Tell me therefore the dream, that I may know that you 
also give a true interpretation thereof. Then the Chaldeans 
answered before the king, and said: lliere is no man upon earth 
that can accomplish thy word, king, neither doth any king, 
though great and mighty, ask such a thing of any diviner, o> 
wise man, or Chaldean. For the thing that thou askest, king, 
is difficult : nor can any one be found that can show it before 
the king, except the gods, whose conversation is not with men. 
Upon hearing this, the king, in fury and in great wrath, com- 
manded that all the wise men of Babylon should be put to death. 
And the decree being gone forth, the wise men were slain : and 
Daniel and his companions were sought for, to be put to death. 

Then Daniel inquired concerning the law and the sentence 
of Arioch the general of the king's army, who was gone forth 
to kill the wise men of Babylon. And he asked him that 
had received the orders of the king, why so cruel a sentence was 
gone forth from the face of the king. And when Arioch had 
told the matter to Daniel, Daniel went in and desired of the 
king that he would give him time to resolve the question, and 
declare it to the king. And he went into his house, and told 
the matter to Ananias, and Misael, and Azanas his companions: 
to the end that they should ask mercy at the face of the God of 
heaven concerning this secret, and that Daniel and his com- 
panions might not perish with the rest of the wise men of 
Babylon. 

Then was the mystery revealed to Daniel by a vision in the 
night : and Daniel blessed the God of heaven, and speaking he 
said : Blessed be the name of the Lord from eternity, and for 
evermore : for wisdom and fortitude are His. And He changeth 
times and ages : taketh away kingdoms and establisheth them : 
giveth wisdom to the wise, and knowledge to them that have 
understanding : He revealeth deep and hidden things, and know- 
eth what is in darkness : and light is with Him. To Thee, 
God of our fathers, I give thanks, and I praise Thee : because 
Thou hast given me wisdom and strength : and now Thou hast 
shown me what we desired of Thee, for Thou hast made known 
to us the king's discourse. 

After this Daniel went in to Arioch, to whom the king ha<i 
given orders to destroy the wise men of Babylon, and he spoke 
thus to him ; Destroy not the wise men of Babylon : bring m^ 



DANIEL. 473 

iu before the king, and I will tell the solution to the king. 
Then Arioch in haste brought in Daniel to the king, and said 
to him : I have found a man of the children of the captivity of 
Juda that will resolve the question to the king. The king ans- 
wered, and said to Daniel, whose name was Baltassar : Thinkest 
thou indeed that thou canst tell me the dream that I saw, and 
the interpretation thereof? And Daniel made answer before 
the king, and sedd : The secret that the king desireth to know, 
none of the wise men, or the philosophers, or the diviners, or 
the sootlisayers, can declare to the king. But there is a God in 
heaven that revealetb mysteries, who hath shown to thee, O 
king Kabuchodonosor, what is to come to pass in the latter 
times. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, 
are these : Thou, O king, didst begin to think in thy bed what 
should come to pass hereafter : and He that revealeth mysteries 
showed thee what shall come to pass. To me also this secret is 
revealed, not by any wisdom that I have more than all men 
alive : but that the interpretation might be made manifest to 
the king, and thou mightest know the thoughts of thy mind. 

Daniel tells the Dream. — Thou, king, sawest, and behold 
there was as it were a great statue : this statue, which was great 
and high, tail of stature, stood before thee, and the look thereof 
was terrible. The head of this statue was of tine f^old, but the 
breast and the arms of silver, and tlie belly and the thighs of 
brass : and the legs of iron, the feet part of iron and part of 
clay. Thus thuu sawest, till a stone was cut out of a mountain 
without hands : aud it struck the statue upon the feet thereof 
that were of iron and of clay, aud broke them in pieces. Then 
was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the goJd, broken 
to pieces together, and became like the chaif of a summer's 
threshing-floor, and they were carried away by the wind : and 
there was no place found for them : but the stone that struck 
the statue became a great mountain, and fllled the whole earth. 
This is the dream : we will also tell the interpretation thereof 
before thee, king. 

Thou art a king of kings : and the God of heaven hath given 
the^ a kingdom, and strength, and power, and glory : and all 
places wherein the children of men and the beasts of the field 
do dwell : He hath also given the birds of the air into thy hand, 
and hath put all things under thy power : thou therefore art the 
head of gold. And after thee shall rise up another kingdom, 
inferior to thee, of silver : and another third kingdom of brass, 
Which shall rule over all the world. And the fourth kingdom 
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Kball be as iron.* As iron breaketli into pieces, and subdneth 
all tbings, so sball tbat break and destroy all tbese. And 
A\ liereas tbou sawest tbe feet and tbe toes, part of potter's clay 
and part of iron, tbe kingdom sball be divided : but yet it shall 
take its origin from tbe iron, according as tbou sawest the iron 
mixed witb tbe miry clay. And as tbe toes of tbe feet were 
part of iron, and part of clay, tbe kingdom sball be partly strong 
and partly broken. And wbereas tbou sawest tbe iron mixed 
witb miry clay, they sball be mingled indeed togetber with the 
seed of man, but tbey sball not stick fast one to anotber, as iron 
cannot be mixed witb clay. 

Prophecy of the Church. — But in tbe days of those king- 
doms the God of heaven will set up a kingdom tbat sball never 
be destroyed, and His kingdom shall not be delivered up to 
another people : and it sball break in pieces and shall consume 
all these kingdoms : and itself sball stand for ever. According 
as thou sawest that tbe stone was cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, and broke in pieces tbe clay, and the iron, and the 
brass, and the silver, and the gold, the great God hath shown 
tbe king what shall come to pass hereafter, and the dream is 
true, and tbe interpretation thereof is faithful. 

U'hen king Nabuchodonosor fell on his face, and worshipped 
Daniel, and commanded that they should offer in sacritice to 
him victims and incense. And the king spoke to Daniel, and 
said : Verily your God is the God of gods, and Lord of kings, 
and a revealer of hidden tbings : seeing thou couldst discover 
this secret. Then the king advanced Daniel to a high station, 
and gave him many and great gifts : and he made him governor 
over all tbe provinces of Babylon, and chief of the magistrates 
over all tbe wise men of Babylon. And Daniel requeste<i of 
the king, and he appointed Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago 
over the works of tbe province of Babylon : but Daniel himself 
was in the king's palace. 

S£CT. CLXXXIL TUB HISTORY OF NABUCHODONOSOR 8 GOLDEN IMAGE AVU 

TBE THREE CHILDREN, 

Daniel iii. Nabuchodonosor's Imagfe.— King Xabuchodonosor made a 

^■^*' statue of gold, of sixty cubits high and six cubits broad, and 

be set it up in the plain of Dura of the province of Babylon. 

♦ The second kingdom was that of the Medes and Persians nnder Cyrus. 
The third kinsrdom was the Grecian empire under Alexander the Great and bis 
successors. The fourth was the Roman empire, which in its latter days was 
weakened and divided. By the kinij.iom that shall never be destroyed is meant 
the Christian Church, or the kingdom of heaven, as it is called by our Lord. 
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'hen Nabuchodonosor the kiug sent to call together the nobles, 
10 magistrates, and the judges, the captains, the rulers, and 
jvemors, and all the chief men of the provinces, to come to 
le dedication of the statue which king Nabnchodonosor had 
it up. Then the nobles, the magistrates, and the judges, the 
iptains, and rulers, and the great men that were placed in 
ithority, and all the princes of the provinces, were gathered 
gather to come to the dedication of the statue which king 
abuchodonosor had set up. And they stood before the ptatue 
hich king Nabuchodonosor had set up. Then a herald cried 
ith a strong voice : To you it is commanded, O nations, tribes, 
id languages : That in the hour that you shall hear the sound 
' the trumpet, and of the flute, and of the harp, of the sackbut, 
id of the psaltery, and of the symphony, and of all kind of 
usic, ye fall down and adore the golden statue which king 
abuchodonosor hath set up. But if any man shall not fall 
>wn and adore, he shall the same hour be cast into a furnace 
■ burning fire. Upon this therefore, at the time when all the 
3ople heard the sound of the trumpet, the flute, and the harp, 
t the sackbut, and the psaltery, of the symphony, and of all 
ind of music, all the nations, tribes, and languages fell down 
ad adored the golden statue which king Kabuchodonosor had 
5t up. 

The Three Children refuse to worship it. — And presently 
b that very time some Chaldeans came and accused the Jews, 
od said to king Nabuchodonosor : king, live for ever : thou, 
► king, hast made a decree that every man that shall hear the 
3und of the trumpet, the flute, and the harp, of the sackbut, 
nd the psaltery, of the symphony, and of all kind of music, 
ball prostrate himself and adore the golden statue : and that if 
ny man shall not fall down and adore, he should be cast into 
furnace of burning fire. Now there are certain Jews whom 
bou hast set over the works of the province of Babylon, Si- 
rach, Misach, and Abdenago : these men, O king, have slighted 
hj decree : they worship not thy gods, nor do they adore the 
olden statue which thou hast set up. 

Then N abuchodonosor, in fury and in wrath, commanded 
bat Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago should be brought : who 
cnmediately were brought before the king. And Nabucho- 
onosor the king spoke to them, and said : Is it true, O Sidrach, 
lisach, and Abdenago, that you do not worship my gods, nor 
dore the golden statue that I have set up ] Now therefore if 
ou be ready, at what hour soever you shall hear the sound of 
be trumpet, flute, harp, sackbut, and p^^altery, and symphony^ 
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and of all kind of musk, prostrate yourselves, and adore tie 
statue M'hich I have made : but if you do not adore, you shall 
be cast the same hour into the furnace of burning fire : and who 
is the God that shall deliver you out of my hand 1 

Sidrach, Misach, aud Ahdenago answered and said to king 
Nabuchodonosor : We have no occasion to answer thee concem- 
ing this matter. For behold our Gk)d, whom we worship, is 
able to save us from the furnace of burning Hre, and to deliver 
us out of thy hands, king. But if He will not, be it known 
to thee, O king, that we will not worship thy gods, nor adore 
the golden statue which thou hast set up.* 

Then was Nabuchodonosor filled with fury : and the coun- 
tenance of his face was changed agaiiist Sidracli, Misach, and 
Abdenago, and he commanded that the furnace should be 
heated seven times more than it had been accustomed to H 
heated. And he commanded the strongest men that were in 
his army to bind the feet of Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, 
and to cast them into the furnace of burning fire. And im- 
mediately these men were bound and were cast into the furnace 
of burning fire, with their coats, and their caps, and their shoes, 
and their garments. For the king's commandment was urgent, 
and the furnace waa heated exceedingly. And the flame of the 
lire slew those men that had cast in Sidrach, Misach, and Ab- 
denago. But these three men, that is, Sidrach, Misach, and 
Abdenago, fell down bound in the midst of the furnace of 
burning fire. And they walked in the midst of the flame, 
praising God and blessing the Lord. 
Daniel itt. Their Prayer in the Furnace. — Now the king's servants 
46-97. that had cast them in ceased not to heat the furnace ^vith 
brimstone and tow, and pitch, and dry sticks, and the flame 
mounted up above the furnace nine and forty cubits : and it 
broke forth, and burnt such of the Chaldeans as it found near 
the furnace. But the angel of the Lord went down with 
Azarias and his companions into the furnace : and he drove the 
flame of the fire out of the furnace, and made the midst of the 
furnace like the blowing of a wind bringing dew, and the fire 
touched them not at all, nor troubled them, nor did them any 
harm. 

The Songf of the Three Children. — Then these three as with 
one mouth praised, and glorified, and blessed God in the fur- 
nace, saying ; 

Blessed art Thou, Lord the God of our fathers: and 

♦ They trusted that God would save them, but were resolved, even if ^^ 
suffered toi it, to obey the law of God, 
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)rthy to be praised, and glorified, and exalted above all for 
er : and blessed is the holy name of Thy glory : and worthy 
be praised and exalted above all in all ages. 

Ble8:»ed art Thou in the holy temple of Thy glory : and ex- 
sdingly to be praised and exceeding glorious for ever. 

Blessed art Thou on the throne of Thy kingdom : and ex- 
Bdiugly to be praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed art Thou, that beh oldest the depths, and sittest 
>on the cherubim: and worthy to be praised and exalted 
ove all for ever. 

Blessed art Thou in the firmament of heaven : and worthy 
praise and glorious for ever.* 

All ye works of the Lord, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
Lm above all for ever. 

O ye angels of the Lord, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
im above all for ever. 

ye heavens, bless the Lord : praise and exalt Him above 
L for ever. 

O all ye waters that are above the heavens, bless the Lord : 
aise and exalt Him above all for ever. 

all ye powers of the Lord, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
im above all for ever. 

ye sun and moon, bless the Lord : praise and exalt him 
►ove all for ever. 

ye stars of heaven, bless the Lord : praise and exalt Him 
)Ove all for ever. 

every shower and dew, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt 
im above all for ever. 

all ye spirits of God, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
im above all for ever. 

O ye fire and heat, bless the Lord : praise and exalt Him 
)ove all for ever. 

O ye cold and heat, bless the Lord : praise and exalt Him 
lOve all for ever. 

ye dews and hoar frost, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
im above all for ever. 

ye frost and cold, bless the Lord : praise and exalt Him 
)ove all for ever. 

ye ice and snow, bless the Lord : praise and exalt Him 
K)ve all for ever. 

* This hymn of praise, or Benedicite, as it is called, is used daily in the 
irine office at Lauds. Neither it nor the prayer are found in the Hebrew text, 
St. Jerome notes, but they have been received and used by the Church from 
cieut times. 
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ye uiglitd and days, bless the I^ord : praise and exalt Him 
above all for ever. 

O ye light and darkness, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
Him above all fur ever. 

yo lightnings and clouds, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
Him above all for ever. 

O let the earth bless the Lord : let it praise and exalt Him 
above all for ever. 

ye mountains and hills, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
Him above all for ever. 

O all ye things that spring up in the earth, bless the Lord: 
praise and exalt Him above all for ever. 

ye fountains, bless the Lord : praise and exalt Him above 
all for ever. 

ye seas and rivers, bless the Lord : praise and exalt Him 
above all for ever. 

O ye whales, and all that move in the ivaters, bless the 
Lord : praise and exalt Him above all for ever. 

all ye fowls of the air, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
Him above all for ever. 

all ye beasts and cattle, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
Him above all for ever. 

O ye sons of men, bless the Lord : praise and exalt Him 
above all for ever. 

O let Israel bless the Lord : let them praise and exalt Him 

above all for ever. 

ye priests of the Lord, bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
Him above all for ever. 

O ye servants of the Lord, bless the I^ord : praise and exalt 
Him above all for ever. 

O ye spirits and souls of the just, bless the Lord : praise and 
exalt Him above all for ever. 

ye holy and humble of heart, bless the Lord : praise and 
exalt Him above all for ever. 

Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, bless ye the Lord : praise 
and exalt Him above all for ever. For He hath delivered ns 
irom hell, and saved us out of the hand of death, and delivered 
us out of the midst of the burning flame, and saved us out of 
the midst of the fire. 

give thanks to the Lord, because He is good : because His 
mercy endureth for ever and ever. 

all ye religious, bless the Lord the God of gods : praise 
Him and give Him thanks, because His mercy endureth for 
i^ver and ever. , 
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Their Deliverance. — Then Nabucliodonosor the king was 
•nished, and rose up in haste, and said to his nobles : Did 
not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire 1 They 
jrered the king, and said : True, king. He answered, and 
: Behold I see four men loose, and walking in the midst 
lie fire, and there is no hurt in them, and the form of the 
•th is like the Son of God.* Then Nabuchodonosor came 
he door of the burning fiery furnace, and said : Sidrach, 
ach, and Abdenago, ye servants of the Most High God, go 
forth, and come. And immediately Sidrach, Misach, and 
lenago went out from the midst of the fire. And the nobles, 
the magistrates, and the judges, and the great men of the 
y being gathered together, considered these men, that the 
had no power on their bodies, and that not a hair of their 
i had been singed, nor their garments altered, nor the smell 
he fire had passed on them. 

Then Nabuchodonosor breaking forth, said : Blessed be the 
I of them, to wit, of Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, who 
[i sent His angel, and delivered His servants that believed in 
ii : and they changed the king's word, and delivered up their 
ies that they might not serve nor adore any god, except their 
1 God. By me therefore this decree is made, that every 
pie, tribe, and tongue, which shall speak blasphemy against 
God of Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, shall be destroyed, 
. their houses laid waste : for there is no other God that can 
B in this manner. Then the king promoted Sidrach, Misach, 
. Abdenago, in the province of Babylon. 

r. CLXXXllL NABUCHODONOSOR' S FALL FORETOLD TO HIM BY A DREAM, 

Nabuchodonosor the king, to all peoples, nations, and Daniel la 
gues, that dwell in all the earth, peace be multiplied unto ^^-loo. 
:. The Most High God hath wrought signs and wonders 
ard me. It hath seemed good to me therefore to publish 
; signs, because they are great : and His wonders, because 
y are mighty : and His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
1 His power to all generations. 

Nabuchodonosor's Second Dream. — I Nabuchodonosor was Dnniel iv. 
rest in my house, and flourishing in my palace : I saw a ^-^^^ 
am that atfiighted me : and my thoughts in my bed and the 
ons of my head troubled me. Then I set forth a decree, 
b all the wise men of Babylon should be brought in before 

' Like an angel or a divine being. St. Jerome says he was a type of Christ, 
descended into hell for the salvation of men, without being hurt thereby* 
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me, and that they should show me the interpretation of ilie 
dream. Then came in the diviners, the wise men, the Clial- 
deaus, and the soothsayers, and I told the dream before tbem : 
but thoy flid not show me the interpretation thereof: till their 
colL-aj^ue Daniel came in before me, whose name is Baltassar, 
according to the name of my god, who hath in him the spirit of 
the holy gods : and I told the dream before him. 

Baltassar, prince of the diviners, because I know that thou 
hast in thee the spirit of the holy gods, and that no secret is 
impossible to thee, tell me the visions of my dreams that I 
have seen, and the interpretation of them. This was the vision 
of my head in my bed : I saw, and behold a tree in the midst 
of the earth, and the height thereof was exceeding great. The 
tree was great and strong : and the height thereof reached unto 
lieaven : the sight thereof was even to the ends of all the earth. 
Its leaves were most beautiful, and its fruit exceeding much: 
and in it was food for all : under it dwelt cattle and beasts, and 
in the branches thereof the fowls of the air had their abode : 
and all flesh did eat of it. I saw in the vision of my head upon 
my bed, and behold a watcher* and a holy one came down from 
heaven.. He cried aloud, and said thus: Cut down the tree, 
and chop off the branches thereof: shake off its leaves, and 
scatter its fruits : let the beasts fly away that are under it, and 
the birds from its branches. Nevertheless leave the stump of 
its roots in the earth, and let it be tied with a band of iron and 
of brass, among the grass that is without, and let it be wet with 
the dew of heaven, and let its portion be with the wild beasts 
in the grass of the earth. Jjct his heart be changed from man's, 
and let a beast's heart be given him : and let seven times pass 
over him. This is the decree by the sentence of the watchers, 
and the word and demand of the holy ones : till the living know 
that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men : and He will 
give it to whomsoever it shall please Him, and He will appoint 
the basest man over it. I king Nabuchodonosor saw this dream : 
thou therefore, Baltassar, tell me quickly the interpretation : 
for all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to declare the 
meaning of it to me : but thou art able, because the spirit of 
the holy gods is in thee. 

Daniers Interpretation. — Then Daniel, whoso name was 
Baltassar, began silently to think within himself for about one 
hour : and his thoughts troubled him. But the king answering, 
said : Baltassar, let not the dream and the interpretation thereof 
trouble thee. Baltassar answered, and said : My lord, the 

* An angel appointed to watch. 
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iream bo to them that hato thee, and the interpretation thereof 
to thy enemies. The tree which thou sawest which was high 
»nd strong, whose heij^ht reached to the skies, and the sight 
thereof into all the earth ; an- 1 the branches theieof were iD«)st 
beautiful, and its fruit ex'^eeding much, and in it was food for 
3dl, under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and the birds of 
Lhe air had their abode in its branches ; it is thou, O king, 
who art grown great, and become mighty : for thy greatness 
hath grown, and hath reached to heaven, and thy power unto 
the ends of the earth. 

And whereas the king saw a watcher and a holy one come 
iown from heaven, and say : Cut down the tree and destroy it, 
but leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, and let it 
be bound with iron and brass among the grass without, and let 
it be sprinkled with the dew of heaven, and let his feeding be 
with the wild beasts, till seven times ^ass over him : this is 
the interpretation of the sentence of the Most High, which is 
come upon my lord the king. They shall cast thee out from 
among men, and thy dwelling shall be with cattle and with wild 
beasts, and thou shalt eat grass as an ox, and shalt be wet with 
the dew of heaven : and seven times shall pass over thee, till 
thou know that the Most High ruleth over the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever He will. 

But -whereas he commanded that the stump of the roots 
thereof, that is, of the tree, should be left, thy kingdom shall 
remain to thee after thou shalt have known that power is from 
heaven. Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to 
thee, and redeem thou thy sins with alms, and thy iniquities 
"with works of mercy to the poor : perhaps He will forgive thy 
offences. 

All these things came upon king Nabuchodonosor. At the 
end of twelve months he was walking in the palace of Babylon. 
And the king answered, and said : Is not this the great Baby- 
lon, which I have built to be the seat of the kingdom, by the 
strength of my power, and in the glory of my excellence ? And 
"while the word was yet in the king's mouth, a voice came down 
from heaven : To thee, king Nabuchodonosor, it is said : Thy 
kingdom shall pass from thee, and they shall cast thee out from 
among men, and thy dwelling shall be with cattle and wild 
iDeasts : thou shalt eat grass like an ox, and seven times shall 
pass over thee, till thou know that the Most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will. 

The same hour the word was fulfilled uponNabu- -o n Kaq 
chodonosor, and he was driven away from among 
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men, and did eat grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven : till his hairs grew like the feathers of eagles, 
and his nails like birds' claws. 

Nabuchodonosor is humbled. — Now at the end of the days, 
I Nabuchodonosor lifted up my eyes to heaven, and my sense 
was restored to me : and I blessed the Most High, and I praised 
and glorified Him that liveth for ever : for His power is an 
everlasting power, and His kingdom is to all generations. And 
all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing before 
Ilim : for He doth according to His will, as well with the 
])owers of heaven as among the inhabitants of the earth : and 
there is none that can resist His hand, and say to Him : Why 
hast Thou done it ? At the same time my sense returned to 
me, and I came to the honour and glory of my kingdom, and 
my shape returned to me : and my nobles and my magistrates 
sought for me, and I was restored to* my kingdom, and greater 
majesty was added to me. Therefore I Nabuchodonosor do 
now praise, and magnify, and glorify the King of heaven : be- 
cause all His works are true, and His ways judgments, and them 
that walk in pride He is able to abase.* 

SECT. CLXXXIV, BALTASSAR'S BANi^UET, UIS SIN AND ITS PUNISUMEST. 

Daniel r. Baltassai's Feast. — Baltassarf the king made a great feast 
1-31. ~ p ^oq for a thousand of his nobles : and every one drank 
* ' ' according to his age. And being now drunk he 
commanded that they should bring the vessels of gold and silver 
which Nabuchodonosor his father had brought away out of the 
temple that was in Jerusalem : that the king and his nobles, and 
his wives and his concubines, might drink in them. Then were 
the golden and silver vessels brought, which he had brought away 
out of the temple that was in Jerusalem : and the king and his 
nobles, his wives and his concubines, drank in them. They 
drank wine, and praised their gods of gold, and of silver, of 
brass, of iron, and of wood, and of stone. 

• Nabuchodonosor was succeeded by his son Evilnierodach, who is spoVen 
of in the last verses of ihe 4th book of Kings as follows : And it came to passi* 
Vie seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jonchin king o/Jiida (b.c. 501), 
in the twelfth months the seven and twentieth da^ of the month: Evilmerodachhng 
of Babylon^ in the year that he begun to reign^ lifted up the headofJoachin 
king of Juda out of prison. And he spoke kindly to him: and he set his throne 
above the thrive of the kings that were with him in Babylon. And fie ehangedhis 
garments which he had in piHson, and he ate bread always before Aim, all the day 
of his life. And he appointed him a continual allowance^ which was alsoffictH 
him by the king day by day, all the days of his life, 

t Also called Belshazzar. He is believed to be the grandson of Nabo- 
chodonosor and son of Evilmerodach. In profane history he is known as Nalwis- 
dus; the last of the Chaldean kings. Kenbick. 
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In the same hour there appeared fingers, as it were of th? 
hand of a man, writing over against the candlestick upon the 
8ur£%ce of the wall of the king's palace : and the king beheld 
the joints of the hand that wrote. Then was the king's counte- 
nance changed, and his thoughts troubled him : and the joints 
of his loins were loosed, and his knees struck one against the 
other. And the king cried out aloud to bring in the wise men, 
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spoke, and 
said to the wise men of Babylon : Whosoever shall read this 
writing, and shall make known to me the interpretation thereof, 
shall be clothed with purple, and shall have a golden chain on 
his neck, and shall be the third man in my kingdom. 

Then came in all the king's wise men, but they could neither 
read the writing, nor declare the interpretation to the king. 
Wherewith king Baltassar was much troubled, and his coun- 
tenance was changed : and his nobles also were troubled. , 

Then the queen, on occasion of what had happened to the 
king and his nobles, came into the banquet-house: and she 
spoke and said : O king, live for ever : let not thy thoughts 
tronble thee, neither let thy countenance be chahged. There 
is a man in thy kingdom that hath the spirit of the holy gods 
in him : and in the days of thy father* knowledge and wisdom 
\7ere found in him : for king Nabuchodonosor thy father ap- 
pointed him prince of the wise men, enchanters, Chaldeans, and 
soothsayers, thy father, I say, O king : because a greater spirit, 
and knowledge, and understanding, and interpretation of dreams, 
and showing of secrets, and resolving of difficult things, were 
found in him, that is, in Daniel : whom the king named Bal- 
tassar. Now therefore let Daniel bo called for, and he will tell 
thee the interpretation. 

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. And the king 
spoke, and said to him : Art thou Daniel of the children of the 
captivity of Juda, whom my father the king brought out of 
Judea ? I have heard of thee, that thou hast the spirit of the 
gods, and excellent knowledge, and understanding, and wisdom 
are found in thee. And now the wise men the magicians have 
come in before me, to read this writing, and show me the inter- 
pretation thereof: and they could not declare to me the meaning 
of this writing. But I have heard of thee, that thou canst interpret 
obscure things, and resolve difficult things : now if thou art able 
to read the writing, and to show me the interpretation thereof, 
thou shalt be clothed with purple, and shalt have a chain of 

* The grandfather was so caUed. The queen spoken of was probably Bal* 
tassar^s mother. 
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gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third prince in my king- 
dom. 

Daniel interprets the Writing. — To which Daniel made 
answer, and said before the king : Thy rewards be to thyself, 
and the gilts of thy house give to another : but the writing I 
will read to thee, king, and show thee the interpretation 
thereof. king, the Most High God gave to Nabnchodonosor 
thy father a kingdom, and greatness, and glory, and honour. 
And for the greatness that He gave to him, all people, tribes, 
and languages trembled, and were afraid of him: whom be 
would, he slew : aiid whom he would, he destroyed : and whom 
he would, he set up : and whom he would, he brought down. 
But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit hardened unto 
pride, he was put down from the throne of his kingdom, and , 
his glory was taken away. And he was driven out fifom ] 
the sons of men, and his heart was made like the beasts, and | 
his dwelling was with the wild asses, and he did eat grass like ' 
an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven : till he i 
knew that the Most High ruled in the kingdom of men, and | 
that He will «et over it whomsoever it shall please Him. 

Thou also his son, Baltassar, hast not humbled thy heart, 
whereas thou knewest all those things : but hast lifted thyself 
up against the Lord of heaven : and the vessels of His house 
have been brought before thee : and thou, and thy nobles, and 
thy wives, and thy concubines have drunk wine in them : and 
thou hast praised the gods of silver, and of gold, and of brass, 
of iron, and of wood, and of stone, that neither see, nor hear, 
nor feel : but the God who hath thy breath in His hand, and 
all thy ways, thou hast not glorified. Wherefore He hath sent 
the part of the hand which hath written this that is set down. 

And this is the writing that is written: Mane, Thecel, 
Phares. And this is the interpretation of the word. Mane: God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and hath finished it. Thecel : thou 
art weighed in the balance, and art found wanting. Phabes: 
thy kingdom is divided, and is given to the Modes and Persians. 

Then by the king's command Daniel was clothed with purple, 
and a chain of gold was put about his neck : and it was pro- 
claimed of him that he had power as the third man in the 
kingdom. The same night Baltassar the Chaldean king was 
slain.* And Darius the Mode succeeded to the kingdom, being 
threescore and two years old. 

* The citj* was taken by Cyras the Persian, who had been besieging it fof 
1 wo years. He handed over the government of it to Darius, also called Astyage*, 
who was his uncie, or perhaps his father-in-law. 

\ 
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SECT, CLXXXV, THE BISTORT OF DANIEL IN THE REIQN OF DARIUS. 

Daniel promoted. — It seemed good to Darius, and he ap- j^^s!^^ ^ '' 
pointed over the kingdom a hundred and twenty ^ p row 
governors to he over his whole kingdom. And ' •*'•'*• 
three princes over them, of whom Daniel was one : that the 
governors might give an account to them, and the king might 
have no trouble. 

And Daniel excelled all the princes and governors : because 
a greater spirit of God was in him. And the king thought to 
set him over all the kingdom : whereupon the princes and the 
governors sought to find occasion against Daniel with regard to 
the king : and they could find no cause nor suspicion, because 
he was faithful, and no fault nor suspicion was found in him. 
Then these men said ; We shall not find any occasion against 
this Daniel, unless perhaps concerning the law of his God. 
Then the princes and the governors craftily suggested to the 
king, and spoke thus unto him : King Darius, live for ever : 
all the princes of the kingom, the magistrates and governors, 
the senators and judges have consulted together, that an im- 
perial decree and an edict be published : That whosoever shall 
ask any petition of any god or man for thirty days, but of thee, 
king, shall be cast into the den of the lions. Now there- 
fore, O king, confirm the sentence and sign the decree : that 
what is decreed by the Medes and Persians may not be altered, 
nor any man be allowed to transgress it. So king Darius set 
forth the decree, and established it. 

Now when Daniel knew this, that is to say, that the law 
was made, he went into his house : and opening the windows 
in his upper chamber towards Jerusalem, he knelt down three 
times a day, and adored, and gave thanks before his God, as he 
had been accustomed to do before. Wherefore those men care- 
fully watching him, found Daniel praying and making suppli- 
cation to his God. And they came and spoke to the king con- 
cerning the edict : O king, hast thou not decreed that every 
man that should make a request to any of the gods or men for 
thirty days, but to thyself, O king, should be cast into the den 
of the lions 1 And the king answered them, saying : The word 
is true according to the decree of the Medes and Persians, which 
it is not lawful to violate. Then they answered, and said be- 
fore the king : Daniel, who is of the children of the captivity 
of Juda, hath not regarded thy law, nor the decree that thou 
hast made : but three times a day he maketh his prayer. 

He is cast into the Den of Lions. — Now when the king had 
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heard these words, he was very much grieved, and ia behalf of 
Daniel he set his heart to deliver him, and even till sunset he 
laboured to save him. But those men perceiving the king's 
design, said to him : Know thou, O king, that the law of the 
Medes and Persians is, that no decree which the king hath 
made may be altered 1 Then the king commanded, and they 
brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of the Hons. And 
the king said to Daniel : Thy God, whom thou always servest, 
He will deliver thee. And a stone was brought, and laid upon 
the mouth of the den : which the king sealed with his own 
ring, and with the ring of his nobles, l^t nothing should he 
done against Daniel. And the king went away to his house, 
and laid himself down without taking supper, and meat was not 
set before him, and even sleep departed from him. 

Then the king rising very early in the morning went in 
haste to the lions' den : and coming near to the den, cried with 
a lamentable voice to Daniel, and said to him : Daniel, servant 
of the living God, hath thy God, whom thou servest always, 
been able, thinkest thou, to deliver thee &om the lions ? And 
Daniel answering the king, said : O king, live for ever : my 
God hath sent His angel, and hath shut up the mouths of the 
lions, and they have not hurt me : forasmuch as before Him 
justice hath been found in me : yea and before thee, O king, 1 
have done no offence. 

Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and he com- 
manded that Daniel should be taken out of the den : and Daniel 
was taken out of the den, and no hurt was found in him, he- 
cause he believed in his God. And by the king's command- 
ment, those men were brought that had accused Daniel : and 
they were cast into the lions' den, they and their children and 
their wives : and they did not reach the bottom of the den 
before the lions caught them and broke all their bones in 
pieces. 

Then king Darius wrote to all people, tribes, and languages, 
dwelling in the whole earth : Peace be multiplied unto you. 
It is decreed by me, that in all my empire and my kingdom all 
men dread and fear the God of Daniel. For He is the living 
and eternal God for ever : and His kingdom shall not be de- 
stroyed, and His power shall be for ever. He is the deliverer 
and saviour, doing signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, 
who hath delivered Daniel out of the lions' den. Kow Daniel 
continued unto the reign of Darius, and the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian. 
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Affcf. cixxxvi DAiriEva confession and prater, the anoel 

GABRIEL COMES TO HIM. 

In the first year of Darius the son of Assuerus of the seed Danid ix. 
of the Medes, who reigned over the kingdom of the Chaldeans : 1-27. 
the first year of his reign, I Daniel understood hy books the 
number of the years concerning which the word of the Lord 
came to Jeremias the prophet, that seventy years should be 
accomplished of the desolation of Jerusalem.* 

Diuiiel's Prayet. — ^And I set my face to the Lord my God, 
to pray and make supplication with fasting, and sackcloth, and 
ashes. And I prayed to the Lord my God, and I made my con- 
fession, and said : I beseech Thee, O Lord God, great and ter- 
rible, who keepest the covenant, and mercy to them that love 
Thee and keep Thy commandments. We have sinned, we have 
committed iniquity, we have done wickedly, and have revolted : 
and we have gone aside firom Thy commandments and Thy 
judgments. We have not hearkened to Thy servants the pro- 
phets, that have spoken in Thy name to our kings, to our princes, 
to our fathers, and to all the people of the land. To Thee, 
Lord, justice : but to us confusion of face, as at this day to the 
men of Juda, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all 
Israel, to them that are near, and to them that are far off in all 
the countries whither Thou hast driven them, for their iniquities 
by which they have sinned against Thee. O Lord, to us be- 
longeth confusion of face, to our princes, and to our fathers 
that have sinned. But to Thee, the Lord our God, mercy and 
forgiveness, for we have departed from Thee : and we have not 
hearkened to the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His 
law which He set before us by His servants the prophets. And 
all Israel have transgressed Thy law, and have turned away from 
hearing Thy voice, and the malediction and the curse which is 
written in the book of Moses, the servant of God, is fallen upon 
us, because we have sinned against Him. And He hath confirmed 
His words which He spoke against us, and against our princes 
that judged us, that He would bring in upon us a great evil, 
such as never was under all the heaven, according to that which 
hath been done in Jerusalem. As it is written in the law of 
Moses, all this evil is come upon us : and we entreated not Thy 
face, O Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, 
and think on Thy truth. And the Lord hath watched upon the 
evil, and hath brought it upon us : the Lord our God is just 
in all His works which He hath done : for we have not heark- 
ened to His voice. 

♦ Jer. xxY. 11. 
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And now, O Lord our God, who hast brought forth TLy 
people out of the land of E^ypt with a strong hand, and hast 
made Thee a name as at this day : we have sinned, we have com- 
mitted iniquity, Lord, against all Thy justice : let Thy wrath 
and Thy iudignation be turned away, I beseech Thee, from Thy 
city Jerusalem, and from Thy holy mountain. For by reason 
of our sins, and the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Thy 
people are a reproach to all that are round about us. Now 
therefore, our God, hear the supplication of Thy servant, and 
his prayers : and show Thy face upon Thy sanctuary which is 
desolate, for Thy own sake. Incline, O my God, Thy ear, and 
hear : open Thy eyes, and see our desolation and the city upon 
which Thy name is called : for it is not for our justifications 
that we present our prayers before Thy face, but for the multi- 
tude of Thy tender mercies. O Lord, hear : O Lord, be appeased, 
hearken, and do : delay not for Thy own sake, O my God : he- 
cause Thy name is invoked upon Thy city and upon Thy people. 

The Archangel Gabriel. — Now while I was yet speaking, 
and praying, and confessing my sins, and the sins of my people 
of Israel, and presenting my supplications in the sight of my 
God, for the holy mountain of my God : as I was yet speaking 
in prayer, behold the man Gabriel,* whom I had seen in the 
vision at the beginning, Hying swiftly, touched me at the time 
of the evening sacrifice. And he instructed me, and spoke to 
me, and said : Daniel, I am now come forth to teach tLee, 
and that thou mightest understand. Erom the beginning of 
thy prayers the word came forth : and I am come to show it to 
thee, because thou art a man of desires :f therefore do thou 
mark the word, and understand the vision. Seventy weeks are 
.sliortenedj upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, that trans- 
j^'i ession may be finished, and sin may have an end, and iniquity 
may be abolished, and everlasting justice may be brought, and 
vision and prophecy may be fulfilled, and the Saint of saints 
may be anointed. 

Know thou therefore, and take notice : that from the going 
forth of the word to build up Jerusalem again § unto Christ the 

''' That is, Gabriel in the shape of a roan. 

f That is, the object of dft*ires, amiable, greatly beloved. 

X Seventy weeks, viz. of years (or seventy times seven, that is, 490 years), 
are shortened; that is, fixed and determined^ so that the time shall be no longer. 
DouAY Bible. 

§ That is, from the twentieth ypar of king Artaxerxes, when by his com- 
mandment Nchemias rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem. .: Esdras ii. From whicli 
time, according to the best chronology, there were just sixty-nine weeks of 
years, that is, 48 years, to the baptism of Christ, when He first began to preacU 
and execute the office of Mcssias. Douay Biblk. 
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prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks: and 
the street shall be built again, and the walls in straitness of 
times.* And after sixty two weeks Christ shall be slain : and 
the people that shall deny Him shall not be His. And a people 
with their leader that shall come, shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary : and the end thereof shall be waste, and after the end 
of the war the appointed desolation. And He shall confirm the 
covenant with many in one week : and in the half of the week 
the victim and the sacrifice shall fail : and there shall be in 
the temple the abomination of desolation :f and the desolation 
shall continue even to the consummation and to the end. 

But at that time shall Michael rise up, the great prince, who Daniel xii 
standeth for the children of thy people : and a time shall come ^'^^* 
such as never was from the time that nations began even until 
that time. And at that time shall thy people be saved, every 
one that shall be found written in the book. And many of 
those that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake : some 
nnto life everlasting, and others unto reproach, to see it always. 
But they that are learned shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament : and they that instruct many to justice, as stars for 
all eternity. But thou, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal ^ 
the book, even to the time appointed : many shall pass over, 
and knowledge shall bo manifold. 

And I Daniel looked, and behold as it were two others 
stood : one on this side upon the bank of the river, and another 
on that side, on the other bank of the river. And I said to the 
man that was clothed in linen, that stood upon the waters of 
the liver : How long shall it be to the end of these wonders ? 
And I heard the man that was clothed in linen, that stood upon 
the waters of the river : when he had lifted up his right hand 
and his left hand to heaven, and had sworn by Him that livetli 
Ibr ever, that it should be unto a time, and times, and half a 
time. And when the scattering of the band of the holy people 
shall be accomplished, all these things shall bo finished. 

And I heard, and understood not. And I said : my lord, 
what shall be after these things 1 And he said : Go, Daniel, 
because the words are shut up and sealed until the appointed 
time. Many shall be chosen, and made white, and shall be 
tried as fire : and the wicked shall deal wickedly, and none of 
the wicked shall understand, but the learned shall understand. 
And from the time when the continual sacrifice shall be taken 

* That is, under great opposition. 

f The Roman ensigus with their superstitious emblems were brought within 
the temple, which was also defiled by blood shed by those called Zealots. Ken- 
Kick. Oar Lord refers to this prophecy in St. Matt. xxW. 
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away, and the abomination unto desolation shall be set up, 
there shall be a thousand two hundred ninety days. Blessed 
is he that waiteth, and cometh unto a thousand three hundred 
thirty-five days. But go thou thy ways until the time ap- 
pointed : and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot unto the 
end of the days. 

TABLE OF THE PERSIAN KINGS. 

BEOAK TO 
REIOK B.C. 

634. Cyaxares, king of Media, called Assuerus in Daniel ix. 
594. Astyages, his son, called by Daniel Darius the Mede. 
537. Cyrus, son of his daughter and Cambyses, begins his reign 

at Babylon. 
529. Cambyses, his son. called by Esdras (chap, iv.) Assueros. 
521. Gomsdis, who personated Smerdis, youngest son of Cyras, 

called Artaxerxes (Esdras iv.), reigned seven months. 
521. Darius, the son of Hystaspes, raised to the throne, called 

Darius (Esdras iv.). 
486. Xerxes, his son, called Assuerus in Esther. 
465. Artaxerxes Longimanus, his son, called Artaxerxes in 

Esdras vii. and in ^ehemias. 



THE FIRST BOOK OF ESDRAS. 

The autlior of this book was Esdras, or Esra. who was of the priestly race, and 
at the same time a scribe and doctor of the law. He gives an account of 
the events after the Captivity, from the first year of Cyrus's reigning alone 
(b.c. 536) to the seventh year of Artaxerxes Longimanus (b.c. 458). The 
last part of the books tells us of the part he himself took in tiiese events. 

SECT, CLXXXVIl. CTRUa PROCLAIMS HIS PERMISSIOX TO THE JEWS TO 
RETURN, THE REBUILDINQ OF THE TEMPLE IS BEGUN, BUT BIS- 
DERED BY THE SAMARITANS, 

1 Esdras Edict of Cyrus. — In the first year of Cyrus king of the 
*• ^"^' « n KOfi Persians, that the word of the Lord hy the month 
iJ.u. 000. ^^ jeremias might he fulfilled,* the Lord stirred up 
the spirit of Cyrus king of the Persians : and he made a pro- 
clamation throughout all his kingdom, and in writing also, say- 
ing : Thus saith Cyrus king of the Persians : The Lord the God 
of heaven hath given to me all the kingdoms of the earth, and 
hath charged me to huild Him a house in Jerusalem, which is 

* Jeremias had foretold that at the end of seventy years the captives shoul* 
return. Jer. xxv. and xxix. 
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in Judea. Who is there among you of all His people? his 
Grod be with him. Let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judea, and build the house of the Lord the God of Israel, He 
is the God that is in Jerusalem. And let all the rest in all 
places wheresoever they dwell help him every man from his 
place, with silver and gold and goods and cattle, besides that 
which they offer freely to the temple of God, which is in Jeru- 
salem. 

Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Juda and Benjamin, 
and the priests and Levites, and every one whose spirit God 
hath raised up, to go up to build the temple of the Lord, which 
was in Jerusalem. And all they that»were round about helped 
their hands with vessels of silver and gold, with goods and with 
bea^, and with furniture, besides what they had offered on 
their own accord. And king Cyrus brought forth the vessels 
of the temple of the Lord, which ^abuchodoiiosor had taken 
from Jerusalem, and had put them in the temple of his god. 

And now the seventh month was come, and the children of l Esdras 
Israel were in their cities : and the people gathered themselves ^^^ ^"^^ 
together as one man to Jerusalem.* 

Josue and Zorobabel.—- And Josue the son of Josedec rose 
up, and his brethren the priests, and Zorobabel the son of Sala- 
thiel,+ and his brethren, and they built the altar of the God of 
Israel, that they might offer holocausts upon it, as it is written 
in the law of Moses the man of God. And they set the altar 
of Grod upon its bases, while the people of the lands round about 
put them in fear, and they offered upon it a holocaust to the 
Lord morning and evening. And they kept the feast of taber- 
nacles as it is written, and offered the holocaust every day 
orderly according to the commandment, the duty of the day in 
its day. And afterwards the continual holocaust, both on the 
new moons and on all the solemnities of the Lord that were 
consecrated, and on all in which a free-will offering was made 
to" the Lord. From the first day of the seventh month they 
began to offer holocausts to the Lord : but the temple of God 
was not yet founded. 

The Temple is rebuilt. — ^And they gave money to hewers 
of stones and to masons : and meat and drink and oil to the 
Sidonians and Tyrians, to bring cedar-trees from Libanus to the 
sea of Joppe, according to the orders which Cyrus king of the 

• The number who returned at this time is given as 42,860, 

t Josue, or Jeshna as his name is sometimes written, was the high priest. 

Zorobabel, who was appointed governor, was the grandson of Joakim the son of 

Josias. 
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Persians had given them. And in the second year of ttieir 
coining to the temple of God in Jerusalem, the second month, 
Zorobabel the son of Salathiel, and Josue the son of Josedec, 
and the rest of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and 
all that were come from the captivity to Jerusalem began, 
and they appointed Levites from twenty years old and upward 
to hasten forward the work of the Lord. Then Josue and his 
sons and his brethren, Kedmihel and his sons, and the children 
of Juda, as one man, stood to hasten them that did the work in 
the temple of God, the sons of Henadad, and their sons, and 
their brethren the Levites. 

And when the masons laid the foundations of the temple of 
the Lord, the priests stood in their ornaments with trumpets : 
and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise God 
by the hands of David king of IsraeL And they sung together 
hymns and praise to the Lord : because He is good, for His 
mercy endureth for ever towards Israel. And all the people 
shouted with a great shout, praising the Lord, because the fonn- 
dations of the temple of the Lord were laid. But many of the 
priests and the Levites, and the chief of the fathers and the 
ancients that had seen the former temple, when they had the 
foundation of this temple before their eyes, wept with a loud 
voice : and many shouting for joy, lifted up their voice. So 
that one could not distinguish the voice of the shout of joy ftom 
the noise of the weeping of the people : for one with another 
the people shouted with a loud shout, and the voice was heard 
afar oflf. 
1 Esdras The Samaritans. — Now the enemies of Juda and Benjamin 
IV. 1-7. ijgard that the children of the captivity were building a temple 
to the Lord the God of Israel. And they came to Zorobabel, 
and the chief of the fathers, and said to them : Let us build 
with you, for we seek your God as ye do : behold we have sacri- 
ficed to Him since the days of Asor-Haddan king of Assyria, 
who brought us hither. But Zorobabel, and Josue, and the rest 
of the chief of the fathers of Israel said to them : You have no- 
thing to do with us to build a house to our God, but we oui- 
selves alone will build to the Lord our God, as Cyrus king of 
the Persians hath commanded us.* 

Then the people of the land hindered the hands of the people 
of Juda, and troubled them in building. And they hired counsel- 
lors against them, to frustrate their design all the days of Cyrus 
.Ving of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of the Persians. 

* See note at the the end of sect, xciii. 
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And in the reign of Assaerns,* in the beginning of his reign, 
ley wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of. Juda and 
BTUsalem. And in the days of Artaxerxes, Beselam, Mithri- 
Eites, and Thabeel, and the rest that were in the council, wrote 
> Artaxerxes king of the Persians : and the letter of accusation 
as written in Syriac, and was read in the Syrian tongue. 

The king sent word to Eeum Beelteem, and ISamsai the x Ksdras 
iribe, and to the rest that were in their counsel inhabitants of iv. xi-'i^ 
unaria, and to the rest beyond the river, sending greeting and 
3ace : The accusation which you have sent to us hath been 
lainly read before me. And I commanded : and search hath 
den made, and it is found that this city of old time hath re- 
ailed against kings, and seditions and wars have been raised 
lerein. For there have been powerful kings in Jerusalem, who 
ave had dominion over all the country that is beyond the 
ver, and have received tribute, and toll, and revenues. Now 
lisrefore hear the sentence : Hinder those men, that this city 
e not built till further orders be given by me. See that you 
e not negligent in executing this, lest by little and little the 
vil grow to the hurt of the kings. Now the copy of the edict 
f king Artaxerxes was read before Eeum Beelteem, and Samsai 
le scribe, and their counsellors : and they went up in haste to 
erusalem to the Jews, and hindered them with arm and power, 
'hen the work of the house of the Lord in Jerusalem was 
iterrupted, and ceased till the second year of the reign of 
>arius king of the Persians. 

9£CT, CLXXXVIIl, THE PROPHETS STIR UP THE PEOPLE TO RENEW THE 

REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, 

Aggeos and Zacharias. — Now Aggeus the prophet, and i Kbdras v. 
•acharias the son of Addo, prophesied to the Jews, n n eoi ^"^'' 
bat were in Judea and Jerusalem, in the. name of * ' 
iie God of Israel. Then rose up Zorobabel the son of Salathiel, 
nd Josue the son of Josedec, and began to build the temple of 
tod in Jerusalem, and with, them were the prophets of Gk>d 
elping them. 

And at the same time came to them Thathanai, who was 
ovemor beyond the river, and Stharbuzanai and their counsel- 
ors, and said thus to them : Who hath given you counsel to 
uild this house and to repair the walls thereof? In answer to 
'"hich we gave them the names of the men who were the pro- 

* This was not the Assueros who is spoken of in tho book of Esther, but 
robably identical with Cambyses the son o£ Cyrus, The Artaxerxes in the 
ext verse is the same as Smerdis the usurper. He only reigned seven months. 
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moters of that building. But the eye of their Qod was upon 
the ancients of the Jews, and they could not hinder them. 

And it was agreed that the matter should be referred to 
DariuSy* and that they should give satisfaction concerning that 
accusation. 
1 Esdras Then king Darius gave orders, and they searched in the 
"^* ^"^® library of the books that were laid up in Babylon. And there 
was found in Ecbatana, which is a castle in the province of 
Media, a book in which this record was written. 

In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king decieed 
that the house of God should be built, which is in Jerusalem: 
in the place where they may offer saciifices, and that they lay 
the foundations that may support the height of threescore cuHtfl^ 
and the breadth of threescore cubits, three rows of unpolished 
stones, and so rows of new timber, and the chaiges shall he 
given out of the king's house. And also let the golden and 
silver vessels of the temple of God, which I^abuchodonosor took 
out of the temple of Jerusalem, and brought to Babylon, he 
restored, and carried back to the temple of Jerusalem, to tiieir 
place, which also were placed in the temple of God. 

Darius's Decree. — Now therefore Thathanai governor of the 
country beyond the river, Stharbuzanai, and your counsellois 
the Apharsachites, who are beyond the river, depart fax £rom 
them. And let that temple of God be built by the governor of 
the Jews, and by their ancients, that they may build that house 
of God in its place. I also have commanded what must he 
done by those ancients of the Jews, that the house of God may 
be built, to wit, that of the king's chest, that is, of the trihute 
that is paid out of the country beyond the river, the chaiges he 
diligently given to those men, lest the work be hindered. Aoi 
if it shall be necessary, let calves also, and lambs, and kids, for 
holocausts to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, 
according to the custom of the priests that are in Jerusalem, he 
given them day by day, that there be no complaint in any 
thing.. And let them offer oblations to the God of heaven, and 
pray for the life of the king, and of his children. And I have 
made a decree: That if any whosoever shall alter this com- 
mandment, a beam be taken from his house, and set up, and he 
be nailed upon it, and his house be confiscated. And may the 
God, that hath caused His name to dwell there, destroy all 
kingdoms, and the people that shall put out their hand to re- 
sist and to destroy the house of God, that is in Jerusalem. I 

* This was Darius Hystaspes, 
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hxixiB have made tlie decree, which I will have diligently com« 
lied with. 

So then Thathanai, governor of the country beyond the 
Ter, and Stharbozanai and his counsellors diligently executed 
hat Darius the king had commanded. And the ancients of 
le Jews built and prospered according to the word of Aggeus 
le prophet and of Zacharias the son of Addo ; and they built 
id finished by the commandment of the God of Israel and by 
le commandment of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes, kings 
r the Persians. And they were finishing this house of God 
atil the third day of the month of Adar, which was in the 
zth year of the reign of king Darius. 

Completion of the Temple. — ^And the children of Israel, the 
ciestfl and the Levites, and the rest of the children of the cap- 
vity kept the dedication of the house of God with joy. And 
ley offered at the dedication of the house of God a hundred 
ilveSy two hundred rams, four hundred lambs ; and for a sin- 
Bferiiig for all Israel, twelve he-goats according to the number 
F the tribes of Israel. And they set the priests in their divi- 
ions, and the Levites in their courses, over the works of God 
i Jerusalem, as it is written in the book of Moses.^ 



THE PROPHECY OF AGGEUS. 

^;gMi8| or as hiB name is sometimes written Haggai, was probably one of those 
who returned from the Captivity in the reign of Gyrus. When the work of 
TCbnilding the temple was intermitted through the" opposition of the Samari- 
tans, he and the prophet Zacharias were sent by God to Josedec and Zoro- 
habel to incite them to exert themselves and finish the work. Aggeus was 
commissioned to encourage them by the promise that the second temple 
shonld be more glorious than tfae first, inasmuch as it would be honoured by 
the presence of our Lord, who would come to it. 

SECT, CLXXXIX. THE WORD OF AGGEUS TUE PROPHET ON THE 

REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, 

His Beproof to the People. — In the second year of Darius Aggeus i. 
he khigy in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, the ' 
^oid of the Lord came by the hand of Aggeus the prophet to 

* Esdras came np a second time to Jerusalem in the reign of Artaxerxes 
iOftgwimniM the son of Xerxes (b.g. 458), bringing with him 6000 more of the 
ik^ve Jews, and a decree of the lung for the supply of all things that should 
^ wanted for the service of the temple. He continued to govern the people 
lU the arrival of Nehemias (b.c. 445). He is supposed to have spent all the 
tter years of his life in editing and arranging the books of the Old Testament 
i their present order. Besides the books he wrote himself he probably added 
o&ie of the passages found at the end of the other books. He is also thought 
> have fbnnded &e Great Synagogue. 
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Zorobabel the son of Salathiel, governor of Juda, and to Jesos 
the son of Josedec the high priest, saying : Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, saying : This people saith : The time is not yet come 
for building the house of the Lord. And the word of the Lord 
came by the hand of Aggeus the prophet, saying : Is it time for 
you to dwell in ceiled houses, and this house lie desolate t And 
now thus saith the Lord of hosts : Set your hearts to consider 
your ways. You have sowed much, and brought in little : yon 
have eat-en, but have not had enough : you have drunk, but 
liave not been filled with drink : you have clothed yoursehes, 
but have not been warmed : and he that hath earned wages put 
them into a bag with holes. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts : Set your hearts upon your 
ways : go up to the mountain, bring timber, and build tk 
house : and it shall be acceptable to Me, and I shall be glorified, 
saith the Lord. You have looked for more, and behold it be- 
came less, and you brought it home, and I blowed it away : wby, 
saith the Lord of hosts ? because My house is desolate, and you 
make haste every man to his own house. Therefore the heavens 
over you were stayed from giving dew, and the earth was hin- 
dered from yielding her fruits. And I called for a drought upon 
the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and npon 
the wine, and upon the oil, and upon all that the ground hnngeth 
forth, and upon men, and upon beasts, and upon all the labour 
of the hands. 

Then Zorobabel the son of Salathiel, and Jesus the son of 
Josedec the high priest, and all the remnant of the people 
hearkened to the voice of the Lord their God, and to the words 
of Aggeus the prophet, as the Lord their God sent him to them: 
and the people feared before the Lord. And Aggeus the mes- 
senger of the Lord, as one of the messengers of the Lord, spoke, 
saying to the people : I am with you, saith the Lord. And 
the Lord slirred up the spirit of Zorobabel the son of Salathiel 
the governor of Juda, and the spirit of Jesus the son of Josedec 
the high priest, and the spirit of all the rest of the people : and 
they went in, and did the work in the house of the Lord of hosts 
their God. 
Aggeus II. His Prophecy of Christ. — In the four-and-twentieth day of 
1-1 o» the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the 
king they began. And in the seventh month the word of the 
Lord came by the hand of Aggeus the prophet, saying : Speak 
to Zorobabel the son of Salathiel the governor of Juda, and to 
Jesus the son of Josedec the high priest, and to the rest of the 
])eoplo saying : Who is left atnong you, that saw this house in 
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Its first glory ? and how do you see it now ? is it not in com- 
parison to that as nothing in your eyes ? Yet now take courage, 
Zorobabel, saith the Lord, and take courage, Jesus the son 
3f Josedec the high priest, and take courage, all ye people of 
the land, saith the Lord of hosts, and perform, for I am with 
fou, saith the Lord of hosts. The word that I covenanted with 
fou when you came out of the land of Egypt, and My spirit 
)hall be in the midst of you : fear not. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts : Yet one little while, and 
[ will move the heaven, and the earth, and the sea, and the 
iry land. And I will move all nations : and the desired of all 
nations shall come : and I will fill this house with glory, saith 
lie Lord of hosts. The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, 
laith the Lord of hosts. Great shall be the glory of this last 
[lonse more than of the first, saith the Lord of hosts : and in 
Ais place I will give peace, saith the Lord of hosts. 



THE PEOPHECY OF ZACHAEIAS. 

Zaeharias began to prophesy about two months later than Aggens. The object 
of hU prophecies was to dissipate the apprehensions which the Jews enter- 
tained about the success of their undertaking to rebuild the temple. Kssr- 
BiCK. He is quoted four times in the Gospels. First, hi^ prophecy of oar 
Lord's trium{)hant entry into Jerusalem (IVfatt. xxi ) : Rejoice greatly^ 
daughter of Sion ; shout for Jny^ daughter oj^ Jerusalem : behold thy King 
will come to tfiee, the just and the Saviour; He is poi/r^ and riding upon an ass 
and upon a coU the foal of an ass (chap. ix.). That our Lord should be sold 
jfor t Dirty pieces of silver (Matt, xxvii.): And they weiphed for my wages 
thirty pieces of silver. Ana the Lord said to me, Cast it to the statuarv{oT 
potter), a handsome price that I was priced at by them. And I took tlie thirty 
pieces of silver^ and I cast them into the house of the Lord to the statuary 
(chap. xL). And lastly, the passages contained in the following reading. 

SECT, CXa THE PROPHET FORETELLS THE PASSION OF CHRIST, AND OF 
THE FOUNTAIN OPENED THROUGH HIS WOUNDS, 

The Mourning of Jerusalem. — In that day shall the Lord Zachanai 
protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and he that hath offended ^"* ®^^ 
ftmong them in that day shall be as David : and the house of 
t)avid as that of God, as an angel of the Lord in their sight. 
And it shall come to pa»s in that day, that I will seek to destroy 
ftll tho nations that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour 
Out upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, the spirit of grace, and of prayers : and they shall look 
Upon Me J whom they have pierced : and they shall mourn for 
liim as one moumeth for an only son, and they shall grieve over 
him as the manner is to grieve for the death of the first-born. 
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In that day there shall be a great lamentation in •Terosalem, 
like the lamentation of Adadremmon in the plain of Mageddon. 
And the land shall mourn : families and families apart : the 
families of the house of David apart, and their women apart: 
the families of the house of ^Nathan apart, and their women 
apart : the families of the house of Levi apart, and their women 
apart : the families of Semei apart, and their women apart All 
the rest of the families, families and £5imilies apart, and their 
women apart. 
Zacharias The Fountain for Sin. — In that day there shall be a fountain 
XIII. 1-9. Qpgjj ^Q ^jjg house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
for the washing of the sinner and of the unclean woman. And 
it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I 
will destroy the names of idols out of the earth, and they shall 
be remembered no more : and I will take away the false pro- 
phets and the unclean spirit out of the earth. And it shall 
come to pass, that when any man shall prophesy any more, his 
father and his mother that brought him into the world shall 
say to him : Thou shalt not live, because thou hast spoken a He 
in the name of the Lord. And his father and his mother, his 
parents shall thrust him through, when he shall prophesy. 
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shfl^ 
be confounded, every one by his own vision, when he shall pro- 
phesy, neither shall they be clad with a garment of sackcloth, 
to deceive : but he shall say : I am no prophet, I am a hus- 
bandman : for Adam is my example from my youth.* 

Christ's Wounds.-— And they shall say to him : What are 
these wounds in the midst of thy hands ? And he shall say : 
With these I was wounded in the house of them that loved me. 

Awake, sword, against My shepherd, and against the man 
that cleaveth to Me, saith the Lord of hosts : strUce the shepherdj 
and the sheep shall be scattered :\ and I will turn My hand to the 
little ones. And there shall be in all the earth, saith the Lord, 
two parts in it shall be scattered, and shall perish : but the third 
part shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part 
through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined : and 
I will try them as gold is tried. They shall call on My name, 
and I will hear them. I will say : Thou art My people : and 
they shall say : The Lord is my God. 

* That is, like Adam I have had to work iu the sweat of my brow. 
f Oar Lord quotes these words as a prediction of Himself. Matt* xxvi. 
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THE BOOK OF ESTHEk 

Ids book takes its name from queen Esther, whose history is related. It is 
eommonly supposed to have been written by Mardochai. Certain parts of 
it are not contained in the Hebrew original, but they are recognised by the 
Church as canonical. 

SECT, CZCL AJSJSUERUSr FEAST. QUEEN VASTHI REFUSES TO ATTEND, 
AND ESTHER IS CHOSEN IN HER PLACE, 

Assnerns' Feast. — In the days of Assuerus,* who reigned Esther i. 
om India to Ethiopia over a hundred and twenty- ^ n 400 ^"'** 
>ven provinces : when he sat on the throne of Ms 
ingdom, the city Susa was the capital of his kingdom. Now 
L the third year of his reign he made a great feast for all the 
cinceSy and for his servants, for the most mighty of the Persians, 
id the nobles of the Medes, and the governors of the provinces 
L his sight, that he might show the riches of the glory of his 
Ingdom, and the greatness and boasting of his power, for a long 
me, to wit, for a hundred and fourscore days. 

Queen Vasthi. — ^Now on the seventh day, when the king Esther i. 
Bs merry, and after very much drinking was well warmed with 10-22. 
ine, he commanded Mauman, and Bazatha, and Harbona, and 
agatha, and Abgatha, and Zethar, and Charcas, the seven 
inuchs that served in his presence, to bring in queen Vasthi 
efore the king, with the crown set upon her head, to show her 
eauty to aU the people and the princes : for she was exceed- 
ig beautiful But she refiisied, and would not come at the 
ing's commandment, which he had signified to her by the 
unuchs. Whereupon the king, being angry, and inflamed with 
very great fury, asked the wise men, who according to the 
istom of the kings were always near his person, and all he did 
'as by their counsel, who knew the laws and judgments of their 
)Tefathers : what sentence ought to pass upon Yasthi the queen, 
'ho had refused to obey the commandment of king Assuerus, 
'hich he had sent to her by the eunuchs ? 

And Mamuchan answered, in the hearing of the king and 
le princes : Queen Vasthi hath not only injured the king, but 
Iso all people and princes that are in all the provinces of king 
Lssuerus. For this deed of the queen will go abroad to all 
romen, so that they will despise their husbands, and will say : 
ong Assuerus commanded that queen Vasthi should come in 
) him, and she would not. And by this example all the wives 

* This was probably Xerxes, but some identify him with Darins Hystaspcs 
ad more with Artazerxes. 
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of the princes of the Persians and the Medes will slight the 
commandments of their husbands : wherefore the king's indig- 
nation is just. If it please thee, let an edict go out from thy 
presence, and let it be written according to the law of the Per- 
sians and of the Medes, which must not be altered, that Vasthi 
come in no more to the king, but another, ihat is better than 
her, be made queen in her place. And let this be published 
through all the provinces of thy empire (which is very wide), 
and let all wives, as well of the greater as of the lesser, give 
honour to their husbands. 

His counsel pleased the king and the princes : and the king 
did according to the counsel of Mamuchan. And he sent letters 
to all the provinces of his kingdom, as every nation could hear 
and read, in divers languages and characters, that the husbands 
should be rulers and masters in their houses : and that this 
should be published to every people. 
Esther ii. After this, when the wrath of king Assuerus was appeased, 
^"^^* he remembered Vasthi, and what she had done and what she 
had suffered : and the king's servants and his officers said: 
Let young women be sought for the king, virgins and beau- 
tiful, and let some persons be sent through all the provinces 
to look for beautiful maidens and virgins : and let them bring 
them to the city of Susa, and put them into the house of the 
women under the hand of Egeus the eunuch, who is the over- 
seer and keeper of the king's women : and let them receive 
women's ornaments, and other things necessary for their use. 
And whosoever among them all shall please the king's eyes, let 
her be queen instead of Vasthi. The word pleased the king : 
and he commanded it should be done as they had suggested. 

Mardochai. — There was a man in the city of Susa, a Jew, 
named Mardochai, the son of Jair, the son of Semei, the son of 
Cis, of the race of Jemini, who had been carried away from 
Jerusalem at the time that Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon 
carried away Jechonias king of Juda, and he had brought up 
his brother's daughter Edissa, who by another name was called 
Esther : now she had lost both her parents, and was exceeding 
fair and beautiful. And her father and mother being dead, 
Jklardochai adopted her for his daughter. And when the king's 
ordinance was noised abroad, and according to his command- 
ment many beautiful virgins were brought to Susa, and were 
delivered to Egeus the eunuch, Esther also among the rest of 
the maidens was delivered to him to be kept in the number of 
the women. And she pleased him, and found favour in his 
fiight. And he commanded the eunuch to hasten the women's 
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omaments, and io deliver to her her part, and seven of the most 
heautifol maidens of the king*s house, and to adorn and deck 
out both her 'and her waiting-maids. And she would not tell 
him her people or her country. For Mardochai had charged 
her to say nothing at all of that : and he walked every day 
before the court of the house, in which the chosen virgins were 
kept, having a care for Esther's welfare, and desiring to know 
what would befall her. 

Esther made Queen. — So she was brought to the chamber f*^^^ "• 
of king Assuerus the tenth month, which is called «^ p ^„q ^^^* 
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. And the 
king loved her more than all the women, and she had favour and 
kindness before him above all the women, and he set the royal 
crown on her head, and made her queen instead of Vasthi. And he 
commanded a magnificent feast to be prepared for all the princes, 
and for his servants, for the marriage and wedding of Esther. 
And he gave rest to all the provinces, and bestowed gifts ac- 
cording to princely magnificence. And when the virgins were 
sought the second time and gathered together, Mardochai stayed 
at the king's gate, neither had Esther as yet declared her country 
and people, according to his commandment. For whatsoever he 
commanded, Esther observed : and she did all things in the 
same manner as she was wont at that time when he brought 
her up a little one. 

At that time therefore, when Mardochai abode at the king's 
gate, Bagathan and Thares, two of the king's eunuchs, who were 
porters, and presided in the first entry of the palace, were angry r 
and they designed to rise up against the king, and to kill him» 
And Mardochai had notice of it, and immediately he told it to 
<{ueen Esther : and she to the king in Mardochai's name, who 
had reported the thing unto her. It was inquired into, and found 
out, and they were both hanged on a gibbet. And it was put 
in the histories^ and recorded in the chronicles before the king. 

SECT, CXCir. AMAN IS ADVANCED IN THE KINCS FAVOUR, AND OBTAINS 

A DECREE AGAINST THE JEWS. 

Aman. — After these things, king Assuerus advanced Aman Esther ixi. 
the son of Amadathi, who was of the race of Agag : and he set 1-15. 
his throne above all the princes that were with him. And all 
the king's servants, that were at the doors of the palace, bent 
their knees, and worshipped Aman : for so the king had com- 
manded them : only Mardochai did not bend his knee, nor wor- 
ship him. And the king's servants that were chief at the doors 
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of the palace said to him : Why dost thou alone not oheem 
the king's commandment ? And when they were saying this 
often, and he would not hearken to them, they told Aman, 
desirous to know whether he would continue in his resolution: 
for he had told them that he was a Jew. Kow when Aman 
had heard this, and had proved by experience that Mardochai 
did not bend his knee to him, nor worship him, he was exceed- 
ingly angry. And he counted it as nothing to lay his hands upon 
Mardochai alone : for he had heard that he was of the nation 
of the Jews, and he chose rather to destroy all the nation of 
the Jews that were in the kingdom of Assueros. In the fust 
month (which is called l^Tisan), in the tweKth year of the reign 
of Assuerus, the lot was cast into an urn, which in Hebrew is 
called Fur, before Aman, on what day and what month the 
nation of the Jews should be destroyed : and there came out 
the twelfth month, which is called Adar.* 

The Decree a^nst the Jews. — And Aman said to king 
Assuerus : There is a people scattered through all the provinces 
of thy kingdom, and separated one from another, that use new 
laws and ceremonies, and moreover despise the king's ordinances: 
and thou knowest very well that it is not expedient for thy 
kingdom that they should grow insolent by impunity. If it 
please thee, decree that they may be destroyed, and I will pay 
ten thousand talents to thy treasurers. And the king took the 
ring that he used from his own hand, and gave it to Aman the 
son of Amadathi of the race of Agag, the enemy of the Jews. 
And he said to him : As to the money which thou promisest, 
keep it for thyself : and as to the people, do with them as 
seemeth good to thee. 

And the king's scribes were called in the first month Nisan, 
on the thirteenth day of the same month : and they wrote, as 
Aman had commanded, to all the king's lieutenants, and to the 
judges of the provinces, and of divers nations, as every nation 
could read and hear according to their different languages, in 
the name of king Assuerus : and the letters sealed with his ring 
were sent by the king's messengers to all provinces, to kill and 
destroy all the Jews, both young and old, little children and 
women, in one day, that is, on the thirteenth of the twelfth 
month, which is called Adar, and to make a spoil of their goods. 
And the contents of the letters were to this effect, that all pro- 
vinces might know, and be ready against that day. The couriers 
that were sent made haste to fulfil the king's commandment 

* This clrcumstaDce of determining the day of execution by lot led after- 
wards to the institution oi a festival called that of Purim, or lots. Kestslcc, 
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And immediately the edict was hung up in Susa, the king and 
Aman feasting together, and all the Jews that were in the city 
weeping. 

Their Consternation. — Now when Mardochai had heard ^^^^ ^* 
these things, he rent his garments, and put on sackcloth, strew- ' ' 
ing ashes on his head : and he cried with a loud voice in the 
street in the midst of the city, showing the anguish of his mind. 
And he came lamenting in this manner even to the gate of the 
palace : for no one clothed with sackcloth might enter the king's 
court. And in all provinces, towns, and places, to which the 
king's cruel edict was come, there was great mourning among 
the Jews, with fasting, wailing, and weeping, many using sack- 
cloth and ashes for their bed. 

Then Esther's maids and her eunuchs went in, and told her. 
And when she heard it she was in a consternation : and she sent 
a garment to clothe him, and to take away the sackcloth : hut 
he would not receive it. And she called for Athach the eunuch, 
whom the king had appointed to attend upon her, and she com- 
manded him to go to Mardochai, and to learn of him why he 
did this. And Athach going out went to Mardochai, who was 
standing in the street of the city, before the palace-gate : and 
Mardochai told him all that had happened, how Aman had 
promised to pay money into the king's treasures to have the 
Jews destroyed. He gave him also a copy of the edict, which 
was hanging up in Susa, that he should shoT» it to the queen, 
and admonish her to go in to the king, and to entreat him for 
her people. 

And Athach went back and told Esther all that Mardochai 
had said. She answered him, and bade him say to Mardochai : 
All the king's servants, and all the provinces that are under his 
dominion, know, that whosoever, whether man or woman, 
Cometh into the king's inner court, who is not called for, is im- 
mediately to be put to death without any delay : except the 
long shidl hold out the golden sceptre to him, in token of cle- 
mency, that so he may live. How then can I go in to the king, 
who for these thirty days now have not been called unto him ? 

Mardochai's Message to Esther. — ^And when Mardochai 
had heard this he sent word to Esther again, saying : Think not 
that thou mayest save thy life only, because thou art in the 
king's house, more than all the Jews : for if thou wilt now hold 
thy peace, the Jews shall be delivered by some other occasion : 
knd thou and thy father's house shall perish. And who knoweth 
irhether thou art not therefore come to the kingdom, that thou 
luightest be ready in such a time as this *? 
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And again Esther sent to Mardochai in these words : Go, 
and gather together all the Jews whom thou shalt find in Siipa, 
and pray ye for me. Neither eat nor drink for three days and 
three nights : and I with my handmaids will fast in like man- 
ner, and then I will go in to the king, against the law^ not being 
called, and expose myself to death and to danger. So Mar- 
dochai went, and did all that Esther had commanded hioou 



SECT, CXCllI, ESTHER GOES BEFORE THE KINO. MARDOCHATS ELEYATJOS. 

^''^**J'i4* Esther presents herself before the King. — And on the 

' third day Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood in the inner 

court of the king's house, over against the king's hall : now he 

sat upon his throne in the hall of the palace, over against the 

door of the house. 

And when he saw Esther the queen standing, she pleased 
his eyes, and he held out toward her the golden sceptre, which 
he held in his hand : and she drew near, and kissed the top of 
his sceptre. And the king said to her : What wilt thou, queen 
Esther ] what is thy request ? if thou shouldst even ask one half 
of the kingdom, it shall be given to thee. But she answered : 
If it please the king, I beseech thee to come to me this day, and 
Aman with thee to the banquet which I have prepared. And 
the king said forthwith : Call ye Aman quickly, that he may 
obey Esther's wilL So the king and Aman came to the ban- 
quet which the queen had prepared for them. 

And the king said to her, after he had dmnk wine plenti- 
fully : What dost thou desire should be given thee ? and for 
what thing askest thou ? although thou shouldst ask the half of 
my kingdom, thou shalt have it. And Esther answered : My 
petition and request is this : If I have found favour in the king's 
sight, and if it please the king to give me what I ask, and to 
fulfil my petition : let the king and Aman come to the banquet 
which I have prepared them, and to-morrow I will open my 
mind to the king. 

So Aman went out that day joyful and merry. And when 
he saw MarJochai sitting before the gate of the palace, and that 
he not only did not rise up to honour him, but did not so much 
as move from the place where he sat, he was exceedingly angry: 
but dissembling his anger, and returning into his house, he called 
together to him his friends, and Zares his wife : and he declared 
to them the greatness of his riches, and the multitude of his 
children, and with how great glory the king had advanced Mm 
^ flbo re all his princes and servants. And after thjs he said ; Queen 
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Estliei also hath invited no other to the banquet with the king, 
but me : and with her I am also to dine to-morrow with the 
king. And whereas I have all these things, I think I have 
nothing so long as I see Mardochai the Jew sitting before the 
king's gate. Then Zares his wife and the rest of his friends 
answered him : Order a great beam to be prepared, fifty cubits 
high, and in the morning speak to the king, that Mardochai 
may be hanged upon it, and so thou shalt go full of joy with 
the king to the banquet. The counsel pleased him, and he com- 
manded a high gibbet to be prepared. 

Mardochai exalted. — That night the king passed without Esther vi. 
sleep, and he commanded the histories and chronicles of former ^'^^' 
times to be brought him. And when they were reading them 
before him they came to that place where it was written how 
Mardochai had discovered the treason of Bagathan and Thares 
the eunuchs, who sought to kill king Assuerus. 

And when the king heard this he said : What honour and 
reward hath Mardochai received for this fidelity? His servants 
and ministers said to him : He hath received no reward at all. 
And the king said immediately : Who is in the court 1 for Aman 
was coming in to the inner court of the king's house, to speak 
to the king, that he might order Mardochai to be hanged upon 
the gibbet which was prepared for him. The servants answered : 
Aman standeth in the court. And the king said: Lethimcomein. 
And when he was come in, he said to him : What ought to be 
done to the man whom the king is desirous to honour 1 But Aman 
thinking in his heart, and supposing that the king would honour 
no other but himself, answered : The man whom the king desireth 
to honour ought to be clothed with the king's apparel, and to be 
set upon the horse that the king rideth upon, and to have the 
royal crown upon his head, and let the first of the king's princes 
and nobles hold his horse, and going through the street of the 
city, proclaim before him and say : Thus shall he be honoured 
whom the king hath a mind to honour. 

And the king said to him : Make haste and take the robe 
and the horse, and do as thou hast spoken to Mardochai the 
Jew, who sitteth before the gates of the palace. Beware thou 
pass over any of those things which thou hast spoken. So Aman 
took the robe and the horse, and arraying Mardochai in the street 
of the city, and setting him on the horse, went before him, and 
proclaimed : This honour is he worthy of whom the king hath a 
mind to honour. And Mardochai returned to the palace-gate, 
and Aman made haste to go to his house, mourning and having 
his bead covered. And he told Zares his wife and hi^ friends 
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all that bad befallen bim. And the wise men whom be bad in 
counsel and bis wife answered bim : If Mardocbai be of tbe seed 
of tbe Jews, before wbom tbon bast begun to £ei11, tbou canst 
not resist bim, but tbou sbalt fall in bis sigbt. As tbey were yet 
speaking, tbe king^s eunucbs came, and compelled bim to go 
quickly to tbe banquet wbicb tbe queen bad prepared. 

ascT. cxcir, Esthers intercession for eer people, death of 

AMAN, AND DELIVERANCE OF THE JEWS, 

Esther yii. Esther intercedes for her People. — So tbe king and Aman 
1"^^' went in, to drink with tbe queen. And tbe king said to her 
again the second day, after be was warm with wine : What is 
thy petition, Esther, that it may be granted tbeel and what wilt 
tbou have done ) although thou ask tbe half of my kingdom, 
thou sbalt have it. 

Then she answered : If I have found favour in thy sight, 
king, and if it please thee, give me my life for which I ask, and 
my people for which I request. For we are given up, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. And would 
God we were sold for bond-men and bond-women : tbe evil 
might be borne with, and I would have mourned in silence : 
but now we have an enemy, whose cruelty redoundeth upon the 
king. 

And king Assuerus answered and said : Who is this, and of 
what power, that he should do these things 1 And Esther said : 
It is this Aman that is our adversary and most wicked enemy. 
Aman hearing this was forthwith astonished, not being able to 
bear tbe countenance of the king and of the queen. But the 
king being angry rose up, and went ^m the place of tbe banquet 
into the garden set with trees. Aman also rose up, to entreat 
Esther the queen for his life, for be understood that evil was 
prepared for bim by tbe king. 

Aman condemned. — And when tbe king came back out of the 
garden set with trees and entered into tbe place of tbe banquet, he 
found Aman was fallen before tbe couch on which Esther reclined, 
and be said : He will offer violence to tbe queen also in my presence, 
in my own house. The word was not yet gone out of the king's 
mouth, and immediately they covered bis face. And Harbona, 
one of the eunucbs that stood waiting on tbe king, said : Behold 
the gibbet which be bath prepared for Mardocbai, who spoke for 
tbe king, standeth in Aman's bouse^ being fifty cubits high. 
And the king said to bim : Hang him upon it. So Aman was 
banged on tbe gibbet which he had preparedfor Mardocbai ; and 
tbe king's wrath ceased. 
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On that day king Assuerus gave the house of Aman, the Esther 
Jews* enemy, to queen Esther,* and Mardochai came in before the '^^"^ ^•*^- 
king. For Esther had confessed to him that he was her uncle. 
And the king took the ring which he had commanded to be taken 
again from Aman, and gave it to Mardochai. And Esther set 
Mardochai over her house. And not content with these things, 
she fell down at the king's feet and wept, and speaking to him, 
besought him that he would give orders that the malice of 
Aman the Agagite, and his most wicked devices which he had 
invented against the Jews, should be of no effect. But ho, as 
the manner was, held out the golden sceptre with his hand, 
which was the sign of clemency : and she arose up and stood be- 
fore him, and said : If it please the king, and if I have found 
favour in his sight, and my request be not disagreeable to him, 
I beseech thee, that the former letters of Aman the traitor and 
enemy of the Jews, by which he commanded that they should 
be destroyed in all the king's provinces, may be reversed by new 
letters. For how can I endure the murdering and slaughter of 
my people ) 

Fresh Decree of the King. — And king Assuerus answered 
Esther the queen and Mardochai the Jew : I have given Aman's 
house to Esther, and I have commanded him to be hanged on a 
gibbet, because he durst lay hands on the Jews. Write ye there- 
fore to the Jews, as it pleaseth you, in the king's name, and seal 
the letters with my ring. For this was the custom, that no man 
durst gainsay the letters which were sent in the king's name, and 
were seated with his ring. 

And the king gave orders to them, to speak to the Jews in Esther 
every city, and to command them to gather themselves together, ^'"i* ^^'^'* 
and to stand for their lives, and to kill and destroy all their 
enemies, with their wives and children and all their houses, and 
to take their spoiL And one day of revenge was appointed 
through all the provinces, to wit, the thirteenth of the twelfth 
month Adar. And the contents of the letter were, that it 
should be notified in all lands and peoples that were subject to 
the empire of king Assuerus, that the Jews were ready to be re- 
venged of their enemies. 

So the swift posts went out carrying the messages, and the 
king's edict was hung up in Susa. And Mardochai going forth 
out of the palace, and from the king's presence, shone in royal 
apparel, to wit, of violet and sky-colour, wearing a golden crown 

* Esther is regarded as a type of the Blessed Virgin in her being raised from 
a low estate to be queen, and in nsing her high position and powenttl influence 
to save her people by interceding for them, 
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on his bead, and clothed with a cloak of silk and purple. And 
all the city rejoiced and was glad. But to the Jews a new light 
seemed to rise, joy, honour, and gladness. And in all peoples, 
cities, and provinces, whithersoever the king's commandments 
came, there was wonderful rejoicing, feasts and banquets, and 
keeping holy-day: insomuch that many of other nations and re- 
ligion joined themselves to their worship and ceremonies. For 
a great dread of the name of the Jews had fallen upon all. 
Esther ix. Deliverance of the Jews. — So on the thirteenth day of the 
1-6. twelfth month, which as we have said above is called Adar, 
when all the Jews were designed to be massacred, and their 
enemies were greedy after their blood, the case being altered, the 
Jews began to have the upper hand, and to revenge themselves 
of their adversaries. And they gathered themselves together in 
every city, and town, and place, to lay their hands on their ene- 
mies and their persecutors. And no one durst withstand them, 
for the fear of their power had gone through every people. And 
the judges of the provinces, and the governors, and lieutenants, 
and every one in dignity, that presided over every place and 
work, extolled the Jews for fear of Mardochai : for they knew 
him to be prince of the palace, and to have great power : and 
the fame of his name increased daily, and was spread abroad 
through all men's mouths. 

So the Jews made a great slaughter of their enemies, and 
killed them, repaying according to what they had prepared to do 
to them : insomuch that even in Susa they killed five hundred 
men, besides the ten sons of Aman the Agagite the enemy of the 
Jews. 



THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAS, 

ALSO CALLED THE SECOND BOOK OF ESDRAS* 

This book takes its name from Nehemias, who lived in the Captivity, and held 
the honoured office of cup-bearer to kin? Artaxerxes Longimanus. He was 
. sent by the king with a commission to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. The 
events narrated cover a period of about twelve years, and as tJiey are not 
long subsequent to those of the first book of Esdras, this has been regarded 
as a sort of continuation of it, and called the second book of Esdras. 

SECT. CXCV. NEHEMIA^ ORIEF AT THE STATE OF JERUSALEM. HB 

OBTAINS LEAVE TO VISIT IT. 

Nehemias. — ^The words of Nehemias the son of Helchias. 

Esdras ^ n aar And it came to pass in the month of Casleu, in the 

1-U, • • •'• twentieth year, as I was in the castle of Susa, that 

Hanani one of my brethren came, he and some men of Jnda, 



NEHEMIAS. 509 

and I asked them concerning the Jews that remained and were 
left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said to 
me : They that have remained, and are left of the captivity there 
in the province, are in great affliction and reproach : and the 
wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and the gates thereof are 
burnt with fire. 

His Prayer. — And when I had heard these words, I sat down, 
and wept, and mourned for many days : and I fasted and prayed 
before the face of the God of heaven. And I said : I beseech 
Thee, O Lord God of heaven, strong, great, and terrible, who 
keepest covenant and mercy with those that love Thee, and keep 
Thy commandments : let Thy ears be attentive, and Thy eyes 
open, to hear the prayer of Thy servant, which I pray before 
Thee now, night and day, for the children of Israel Thy servants: 
and I confess the sins of the children of Israel, by which they 
have sinned against Thee : I and my father's house have sinned. 
We have been seduced by vanity, and have not kept Thy com- 
mandments, and ceremonies, and judgments, which Thou hast 
commanded by Thy servant Moses. Eemember the word that Thou 
didst command to Moses Thy servant, saying : If you shall trans- 
gress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations : but if you 
return to Me, and keep My commandments, and do them, though 
you should be led away to the uttermost parts of the world, I 
will gather you from thence, and bring you back to the place 
which I have chosen for My name to dwell there. And these 
are Thy servants and Thy people : whom Thou hast redeemed 
by Thy great strength, and by Thy mighty hand. I beseech 
Thee, O Lord, let Thy ear be attentive to the prayer of Thy 
servant, and to the prayer of Thy servants who desire to fear 
Thy name : and direct Thy servant this day, and give him mercy 
before this man. 

For I was the king's cup-bearer. 

He is sent to Jerusalem. — And it came to pass in the month 2 Ksdrns 
of Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that "• 1-20, 
Avine was before him, and I took up the wine, and gave it to the 
king : and I was as one languishing away before his face. And 
the king said to me : Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou 
dost not appear to be sick 1 this is not without cause, but some 
evil, I know not what, is in thy heart. And I was seized with 
an exceeding great fear : and I said to the king : king, live for 
ever : why should not my countenance be sorrowful, seeing the 
city of the place of the sepulchres of my fathers is desolate, and 
the gates thereof are burnt with fire ? 

Then the king said to me : For what dost thou make request? 
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And I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said to the king : 
If it seem good to the king, and if thy servant hath found fSEtvour 
in thy sight, that thou wouldst send me into Judea to the city 
of the sepulchre of my father, and I will build it. And the 
king said to me, and the queen that sat by him : For how long 
sh^ thy journey be, and when wilt thou return? And it 
pleased the king, and he sent me : and I fixed him a time. And 
I said to the king : If it seem good to the king, let him give me 
letters to the governors of the country beyond the river* that 
they convey me over, till I come into Judea: and a letter to 
Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, to give me timber that 1 
may cover the gates of the tower of the house, and the walk of 
the city, and the house that I shall enter into. And the king 
gave me according to the good hand of my God with me. 

And I came to the governors of the country beyond the river, 
and gave them the king's letters. And the king had sent with 
me captains of soldiers and horsemen. And Sanaballat the 
Horonite and Tobias the servant the Ammonite heard it, and it 
grieved them exceedingly, that a man was come who sought the 
prosperity of the children of Israel. 

Condition of Jerusalem. — And I came to Jerusalem, and 
was there three days. And I arose in the night, I and some 
few men with me, and I told not any man what Grod had put in 
my heart to do in Jerusalem, and there was no beast with me 
but the beast that I rode upon. And I went out by night hy 
the gate of the valley, and before the dragon-fountain, and to 
the dung-gate, and I viewed the wall of Jerusalem which was 
broken down, and the gates thereof which were consumed with 
fire. And I passed to the gate of the fountain, and to the king's 
aqueduct, and there was no place for the beast on which I rode 
to pass. And I went up in the* night by the torrent, and viewed 
the wall, and going back I came to the gate of the valley, and 
returned. But the magistrates knew not whither I went, or 
what I did : neither had I as yet told anything to the Jews, or 
to the priests, or to the nobles, or to the magistrates, or to the 
rest that did the work. Then I said to them : You know the 
affliction wherein we are, because Jerusalem is desolate, and the 
gates thereof are consumed with fire : come, and let us build up 
the walls of Jerusalem, and let us be no longer a reproach. 
And I showed them how the hand of my God was good with 
me, and the king's words which he had spoken to me, and I 
said : Let us rise up, and build. And their hands were strength* 
ened in good. 

* Euphrates. 
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fiat Sanaballat the Horonite, and Tobias the servant the 
mmonite, and Gossem the Arabian heard of it, and they scoffed 
US, and despised us, and said : What is this thing that you 
) ? are you going to rebel against the king 1 And 1 answered 
.em, and said to them : The God of heaven He helpeth us, 
id we are His servants : let us rise up and build : but you 
ive no part, nor justice, nor remembrance in Jerusalem. 

8ECT, CXCVL XEHEMIAS REBUILDS THE ClTt, NOTWITHSTANDING 
GREAT OPPOSITION, AND REFORMS MANY ABUSES, 

The Bebuilding of the City. — ^And it came to pass, that 2 Esdras 
hen Sanaballat heard that we were building the wall, he was ^^' ^'^^ 
Lgry : and being moved exceedingly he scoffed at the Jews, 
nd said before his brethren, and the multitude of the Samari- 
ns : What are the silly Jews doing ? Will the Gentiles let 
lem alone) will they sacrifice and make an end in a day? are 
ley able to raise stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which 
e burnt ) Tobias also the Ammonite who was by him said : 
et them build : if a fox go up, he will leap over their stone 
dl. 

Hear Thou, our God, for we are despised : turn their reproach 
)on their own head, and give them to be despised in a land of cap* 
dty. Cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted 
it from before Thy face, because they have mocked Thy builders. 
) we built the wall, and joined it all together unto the half 
ereof : and the heart of the people was excited to work. 

Sanaballat. — And it came to pass, when Sanaballat, and 
>bias, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Azotiana 
»ard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and the breaches 
>gan to be closed, that they were exceedingly angry. And 
ey all assembled themselves together, to come, and to fight 
lainst Jerusalem, and to prepare ambushes. Aiid we prayed 

our God, and set watchmen upon the wall day and night 
:ainst them. And Juda said : Ilie strength of the bearer of 
urdens is decayed, and the rubbish is very much, and we shall 
)t be able to build the wall. And our enemies said : Let them 
)t know, nor understand, till we come in the midst of them, 
id kill them, and cause the work to cease. And it came to 
«s, that when the Jews that dwelt by them came and told us 
a times, out of all the places from whence they came to us, I 
b the people in the place behind the wall round about in 
der, with their swords, and spears, and bows. And I looked 
d rose up : and I said to the chief men, and the magistrates, 
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and to the rest of the commoa people : Be not afraid of them. 
Bemember the Lord who is great and terrible, and fight for your 
brethren, your sons, and your daughters, and your wives, and 
your houses. 

And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that the thing 
had been told us, that God defeated their counsel. And we re- 
turned all of us to the walls, every man to his work. And it 
came to pass from that day forward, that half of their young 
men did the work, and half were ready to fight, with spears, 
and shields, and bows, and coats of mail, and the rulers were 
behind them in all the house of Juda. Of them that built on 
the wall, and that carried burdens, and that laded, with one of 
his hands he did the work, and with the other he held a sword. 
For every one of the builders was girded with a sword about his 
reins. And they built, and sounded with a trumpet by me. 

And I said to the nobles, and to the magistrates, and to the 
rest of the common people : The work is great and wide, and we 
are separated on the wall one far from another : in what place 
soever you shall hear the sound of the trumpet, run all thither 
unto us : our God will fight for us. And let us do the work, 
and let one half of us hold our spears from the rising of the 
morning till the stars appear. At that time also I said to the 
people : Let every one with his servant stay in the midst of 
Jerusalem, and let us take our turns in the night, and by day, 
to work. Now I and my brethren, and my servants, and the 
watchmen that followed me, did not put off our clothes : only 
every man stript himseK when he was to be washed. 
2 Esdraa Nehemias' Reforms. — Now there was a great cry of the people 
V. 1-13. and of their wives against their brethren the Jews. And there 
were some that said : Our sons and our daughters are very many: 
let us take up corn for the price of them, and let us eat and live. 
And there were some that said : Let us mortgage our lands, and 
our vineyards, and our houses, and let us take com because of 
the famine. And the others said : Let us borrow money for the 
king's tribute, and let us give up our fields and vineyards : and 
now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, and our children 
as their children. Behold we bring into bondage our sons and 
our daughters, and some of our daughters are bond-women al- 
ready, neither have we wherewith to redeem them, and our fields 
and our vineyards other men possess. 

And I was exceeding angry when I heard their cry according 
to these words. And my heart thought with myself, and I re* 
buked the nobles and magistrates, and said to them : Do you 
everyone exact usury of your brethren? And I gathered to-' 
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gether a great assembly against them, and I said to them : We, 
as you know, have redeemed according to our ability our brethren 
the Jews, that were sold to the Gentiles : and will you then 
sell your brethren, for us to redeem them 1 And they held their 
peace, and found not what to answer. 

And 1 said to them : The thing you do is not good : why 
walk you not in the fear of our God, that we be not exposed to 
the reproaches of the Gentiles our enemies? Both 1, and my 
brethren, and my servants, have lent money and com to many : 
let us all agree not to call for it again, let us forgive the debt 
that is owing to us. Eestore ye to them this day their fields, 
and their vineyards, and their olive-yards, and their houses : 
and the hundredth part of the money, and of the com, the wine, 
and the oil, which you were wont to exact of them, give it rather 
for them. 

And they said : We will restore, and we will require nothing 
of them : and we will do so as thou sayest. And 1 called the 
priests and took an oath of them, to do according to what 1 had 
said. Moreover I shook my lap, and said : So may God shake 
every man that shall not accomplish this word : out of his house, 
and out of his labours, thus may he be shaken out, and become 
empty. And all the multitude said : Amen. And they praised 
God. And the people did according to what was said. 



THE PEOPHECY OF MALACHIAS. 

Malachias, whose name signifies the angel of the Lord, was contemporair with 
l^ehenaias, and by some is believed to have been the same person with Esdras. 
He was the last of the prophets in the order of time, and flourished about 
four hundred years before Christ He foretold the coming of Christ ; the 
reprobation of the Jews and their sacrifices ; and the calling of the Gentiles, 
who shall offer up to God m every place an acceptable sacrifice. 

SECT. CXCVII. MALACHIAS REPROACHES THE JEWS FOR THEIR SINS, AND 
PROPHESIES OF THE HOLY SACRIFICE AND OF THE FORERUNNER OF 
CHRIST. 

Message to Israel. — ^The burden of the word of the Lord to Maiachias 
Israel by the hand of Maiachias. '• ^'^^ 

I have loved you, saith the Lord: and you have said; 
Wherein hast Thou loved us? Was not Esau brother to Jacob, 
saith the Lord, and I have loved Jacob, but have hated Esau?* 
and I have made his mountains a wilderness, and given his in- 
heritance to the dragons of the desert. But if Edom shall say : 

* i.e. loved him less in comparison to Jacob. This passage is quoted by St. 
Paul in the ninth chapter of his Epistle to the Romans. 
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We are destroyed, but we will return and build up what bath 
been destroyed : thus saith the Lord of hosts : They shall buHd 
up, and I will throw down : and they shall be called the borders of 
wickedness, and the people with whom the Lord is angry for ever. 
And your eyes shall see : and you shall say : The Lord be magni- 
lied upon the border of Israel. The son honoureth the father, and 
the servant his master : if then I be a father, where is My honour? 
and if I be a master, where is My fear? saith the Lord of hosts. 

Warning to the Priests. — ^To you, O priests, that despise 
My name, and have said : Wherein have we despised Thy name? 
You offer polluted bread upon My altar : and you say : Wherein 
have we polluted Thee ? In that you say : The table of the 
Lord is contemptible. If you offer the blind for sacrifice, is it 
not evil? and if you offer the lame and the sick, is it not evil? 
offer it to thy prince, if he will be pleased with it, or if he will 
regard thy face, saith the Lord of hosts. And now beseech ye 
the face of God, that He may have mercy on you (for by your 
hand hath this been done), if by any means He will receive 
you, saith the Lord of hoste. Who is there among you that 
will shut the doors, and will kindle the fire on My altar for 
naught? I have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts: 
and I will not receive a gift of your hand. For from the rising 
of the sun even to the going doum, My name is great among the 
Gentiles, and in every place there is sacrifice, and there is ojj&rd 
to My name a clean oblation ;* for My name is great among the 
Gentiles, saith the Lord of hosts. 

And you have profaned it in that you say : The table of the 
Lord is defiled : and that which is laid thereupon is contempt- 
ible, with the fire that devoureth it. And you have said : Be- 
hold of our labour, and you puffed it away, saith the Lord of 
hosts, and you brought in of rapine the lame and the sick, 
and brought in an offering : shall I accept it at your hands? saith 
the Lord. Cursed is the deceitful man, that hath in his flock 
a male, and making a vow offereth in sacrifice that which is 
feeble to the Lord : for I am a great King, saith the Lord of 
hosts, and My name is dreadful among the Gentiles. 
Maiachias Ptophecy of Christ's Forerunner. — Behold I send My angdy 
iiu 1-18. ^^ j^ gj^^ii pr^are the way before My face»\ And presently 

* This passage is referred to by tlie Fathers as a prophecy of the Holy 
Eacharist. 

f Onr Lord Himself refers this to St John the Baptist: JPor ihM is he of 
whom it is written : Beheld I send My angel before thy face, who shaU pre" 
pare thy way before thee. Matt zL Our Lord is called the Angel of the Testa- 
ment oir Covenant, as being sent by His Father to establish the new covenant in 
His own Blood. 
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tho Lord whom you seek, and the angel of the testament whom 
you desire, shall come to His temple. Behold He cometh, saith 
the Lord of hosts : and who shall he ahle to think of the day 
of His coming ? and who shall stand to see Him ? for He is like a 
refining fire, and like the fuller's herh : and He shall sit refining 
and cleansing the silver, and He shall purify the sons of Levi, 
and shall refine them as gold and as silver, and they shall offer 
sacrifices to the Lord in justice. And the sacrifice of Juda and 
of Jerusalem shall please the Lord, as in the days of old, and in 
the ancient years. 

And I will come to you in judgment, and will he a speedy 
witness against sorcerers, and adulterers, and false swearers, and 
them that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widows, and 
the fatherless : and oppress the stranger, and have not feared 
Me, saith the Lord of hosts. For I am the Lord, and I change 
not : and you the sons of Jacoh are not consumed. For from 
the days of your fathers you have departed from My ordinances, 
and have not kept them : return to Me, and I will return to 
yon, saith the Lord of hosts. And you have said: Wherein 
shaU we return 1 Shall a man afflict God 1 for you afflict Me. 
And you have said : Wherein do we afflict Thee 1 In tithes and 
in first-fruits. And you are cursed with want, and you afflict 
Me, even the whole nation of you. Bring all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that there may be meat in My house, and try 
Me in this, saith the Lord ; if I open not unto you the flood- 
gates of heaven, and pour you out a hlessing even to ahundance. 
And I will rehuke for your sakes the devourer, and he shall not 
spoil the fruit of your land : neither shall the vine in the field 
he harren, saith the Lord of hosts. And all nations shall call 
you hlessed : for you shall be a delightful land, saith the Lord 
of hosts. 

God's Judgments on the Wicked. — ^Your words have heen 
insufferable to Me, saith the Lord. And you have said : What 
We we spoken against Thee 1 You have said : Ho laboureth 
^ vain that serveth God, and what profit is it that we have 
kept His ordinances, and that we have walked sorrowful hefore 
tie Lord of hosts 1 Wherefore now we call the proud people 
happy, for they that work wickedness are huilt up, and they 
lave tempted God and are preserved. Then they that feared 
: the Lord spoke every one with his neighhour : and the Lord 
\ l?ave ear and heard it : and a book of rememhrance was written 
tefare Him for them that fear the Lord, and think on His name, 
^d they shall he My special possession, saith the Lord of hosts, 

MSI 



516 THE PROPHETS. 

in tiie day that I do judgment : and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his son that serveth him. And you shall return, and 
shall see the difference between the just and the wicked : and 
between him that serveth God, and him that serveth Him not. 
MuTachias Tor behold the day shall come kindled as a furnace, and all 
IV. 1-6. ly^Q proud and all that do wickedly shall be as stubble ; and the 
(lay that cometh shall set them on fire, saith the Lord of hoste, 
it shall not leave them root nor branch. But unto you that fear 
My name the Sun of justice shall arise, and health in His wings ; 
and you shall go forth, and shall leap like cSblves of the herd. 
And you shall tread down the wicked, when they shall be ashes 
under the sole of your feet, in the day that I do this, saith the 
Lord of hosts. 

Remember the law of Closes My servant, which I commanded 
him in Horeb for all Israel, the precepts, and judgments. Be- 
hold I will send you Elias the prophet, before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord.* And he shall turn the 
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children 
to their fathers : lest I come, and strike the earth with anathema. 

NOTE ON THE HISTORY OP THE JEWS UNDER tHB PERSIAN EMPIBE, 
FROM B.C. 420 TO 323, AND UNDER THE GREEK KINGS OF EGYPT, 
FROM B.C. 323 TO 200. 

After the history of Nehemias and the prophecy of Malachias 
there is a period of nearly 100 years, of which Holy Scripture tells 
US next to nothing. The Jews continued under the dominion of 
the Persians, and seemed to have lived quietly and in peace, irith- 
out the occurrence of any notable event. 

But towards the end of this period (B.C. 335) Alexander the 
Great succeeded his father, Philip of Macedon. He defeated Darius 
the Persian king, and made Persia a part of his own vast empire. 
Afterwards, as we are told by the Jewish historian Josephus, Alex- 
ander marched to Jerusalem, and was going to punish Saddua the 
high priest for his refusal to acknowledge him. But Saddua met him 
dressed in his priest's robes, and Alexander recognised him as a per- 
son whom he had seen in a dream, and falling down at his feet, he 
acknowledged him to be the servant of the true God. Saddua is 
said also to have shown Alexander the book of Daniel, and the pro- 
phecies in it concerning himself and his subjugation of the Persian 
empire, Alexander promised that the Jews in all parts of his do- 
minions should be free ; and after a short stay at Jerusalem he 
pursued his march to Egypt. 

Alexander however did not live long, and after his death (B.a 

♦ This was fulfilled by the coming of St. John the Baptist, who came in the 
spirit and power of Elias. See Matt. xvii. 12. But there is an ancient tradition 
in the Church that he will come again at the end of the world. 
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329) his immense empire was broken up, as the prophet Daniel had 
predicted, and divided into four parts. That which included the 
Holy Land fell into the hands of the Greek rulers of Egypt. The 
Jewish people lived under these Greek rulers of Egypt, who all went 
by the name of Ptolemy, for 218 years. But there is little worth 
noticing in their history. One of these kings took away a great 
many of the Jews, and settled them in Alexander's new city, 
Alexandria. Another of the kings is said to have been the main 
instrument in the work of the Septuagint version of the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures ; so called because it was made by seventy-two 
elders who were sent from Jerusalem to Alexandria for this pur- 
pose. The Septuagint version certainly dates from this time. 

The last of the Ptolemies, as these Egyptian kings were called, 
was attacked by Antiochus the Great, the ruler of Syria, and was 
defeated and captured by him about B.C. 200, so that the Jews 
thenceforth became part of the Syrian kingdom. 



THE BOOKS OF MACHABEES. 

The two books that go by this title, though not acknowledged by the Jews, are 
received by the Church as canonical. It is not known who were the authors. 
They give an account of the family of Judas Maccabeus — from whom the 
rest were called Maccabees— of his heroic deeds, and those of his brothers 
Jonathan and Simon, who succeeded him. The two books have no connec- 
tion with each other, though they frequently- speak of the same events. 
The first book continues the history to a later date than the second, going 
down to the death of Simon, B.C. 135. 

8ECT. CXCrill. HELI0D0RU8 IS SENT TO TAKE AWAY THE TREASURES OF 

THE TEMPLE. HE IS STRUCK BY GOD. 

When the holy city was inhabited with all peace, and the 2 Mach. 
laws as yet were very well kept, because of the ^ p onn ^^^ ^'^' 
godliness of Onias the high priest, and the hatred ' ' 
his soul had of evil, it came to pass that even the kings them- 
selves and the princes esteemed the place worthy of the high- 
est honour, and glorified the temple with very great gifts : so 
that Seleucus king of Asia* allowed out of his revenues all the 
charges belouging to the ministry of the sacrifices. 

Heliodorus sent to Jerusalem. — But one Simon of the tribe 
of Benjamin, who was appointed overseer of the temple, strove 
in opposition to the high priest, to bring about some unjust 
thing in the city.f And when he could not overcome Onias, 
he went to Apollonius the son of Tharseas, who at that time 

* Seleucus, son of Antiochus the Great and elder brother of Antiochus 
JEpipbanes. 

f This Simon, who was governor of the temple, had a quarrel with the high 
priest, and seems to have planned his attack on the treasures of the temple out 
of revenge. 
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was governor of Celesyria and Phenicia : and told Lim, tliat 
the treasury in Jerusalem was full of immense sums of money, 
and the common store was infinite, which did not belong to the 
account of the sacrifices : and that it was possible to bring all 
into the king's hands. Now when Apollonius had given tho 
king notice concerning the money that he was told of, he called 
for HeUodorus, who had the charge over his affairs, and sent 
him with commi88ion to bring him the money. 

So Heliodorus forthwith began his journey, under a colotir 
B C 176 ^^ visiting the cities of Celesyria and Phenicia, but 
* indeed to fulfil the king's purpose. And when he 
was come to Jerusalem, and had been courteously received in 
the city by the high priest, he told him what information had 
been given concerning the money : and declared the cause for 
which he was come : and asked if these things were so indeed. 
Then the high priest told him that these were sums deposited, 
and provisions for the subsistence of the widows and the father- 
less. And that some part of that which wicked Simon had 
given intelligence of belonged to flircanus son of Tobias, a man 
of great dignity : and that the whole was four hundred talents 
of silver, and two hundred of gold : but that to deceive them 
who had trusted to the place and temple which is honoured 
throughout the whole world, for the reverence and holiness of 
it, was a thing which could not by any means be done. 

But he, by reason of the orders he had received from the 
king, said, that by all means the money must be carried to the 
king. So on the day he had appointed, Heliodorus entered in 
to order this matter. But there was no small terror through- 
out the whole city. And the priests prostrated themselves he- 
fore the altar in their priests' vestments, and called upon Him 
from heaven, who made the law concerning things given to he 
kept, that He would preserve them safe for them that had de- 
posited them. 

Now whosoever saw the countenance of the high priest "was 
wounded in heart : for his face, and the changing of his colour, 
declared the inward sorrow of his mind. For the man was so 
compassed with sadness and horror of the body, that it was 
manifest to them that beheld him, what sorrow he had in his 
heart. Others also came flocking together out of their houses, 
praying and making public supplication, because the place was 
like to come into contempt. And the women, girded with hai^ 
cloth about their breasts, came together in the streets. And 
the virgins also that were shut up came forth, some to Onias^ 
and some to the walls, and others looked out of the window* 
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And all holding up their hands towards heaven, made suppH- 
cation. For the expectation of the mixed multitude, and of 
the high priest who was in an agony, would have moved any 
one to pity. And these indeed called upon Almighty God, to 
preserve the things that had been committed to them safe and 
sure for those that had committed them. 

He is struck by an Angel. — But Heliodorus executed that 
which he had resolved on, himself being present in the same 
place with his guard about the treasury. But the spirit of the 
Almighty God gave a great evidence of His presence, so that 
all that had presumed to obey Him, falling down by the power 
of God, were struck with fainting and dread. For there ap- 
peared to them a horse with a terrible rider upon him, adorned 
with a very rich covering : and he ran fiercely and struck Heli- 
odorus with his forefeet, and he that sat upon him seemed to 
have armour of gold. Moreover there appeared two other young 
men beautiful and strong, bright and glorious, and in comely 
apparel : who stood by him, on either side, and scourged him 
without ceasing with many stripes. 

And Heliodorus suddenly fell to the ground, and they took 
him up covered with great darkness, and having put him into a 
Htter they carried him out. So he that came with many ser- 
vants and all his guard into the aforesaid treasury was carried 
out, no one being able to help him, the manifest power of God 
being known. And he indeed by the power of God lay speech- 
less, and without all hope of recovery. But they praised the 
Lord because He had glorified His place : and the temple, that 
a little before was full of fear and trouble, when the Almighty 
Lord appeared, was filled with joy and gladness. 

Then some of the friends of Heliodorus forthwith begged of 
Onias, that he would call upon the Most High to grant him his 
life, who was ready to give up the ghost. So the high priest 
considering that the king might perhaps suspect that some mis- 
chief had been done to Heliodorus by the Jews, o£fered a sacri- 
fice of health for the recovery of the man. And when the high 
priest was praying, the same young men in the same clothing 
stood by Heliodorus, and said to him : Give thanks to Onias 
the priest: because for his sake the Lord hath granted thee 
life. And thou having been scourged by God, declare unto all 
men the great works and the power of God. And having spoken 
thus, they appeared no more. 

So Heliodorus after he had offered a sacrifice to God, and 
made great vows to Him, that had granted him life, and given 
thanks to Onias, taking his troops with him, returned, to the 
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king. And Le testified to all men the works of the great God, 
■which he had seen with his own eyes. And when the king 
asked Heliodorus, who might he a fit man to be sent yet once 
more to Jerusalem, he said : If thou hast any enemy or traitor 
to thy kingdom, send him thither, and thou shalt receive him 
again scourged, if so be he escape : for there is undoubtedly in 
that place a certain power of God. For He that hath His dwell- 
ing in the heavens is the visitor and protector of that place, and 
Ho striketh and destroveth them that come to do evil to it. 
And the things concerning Heliodorus and the keeping of the 
treasury fell out in this manner. 

SECT, CXCIX, ANTIOCHUS BPIPHANES TAKES JERUSALEM, ABOLISHES TBI 
JEWISH REUGION, AND ESTABLISHES IDOLATRY, 

1 Macb. Antiochus Epiphanes. — In those days there went out of Israel 
1. 12-67. wicked men, and they persuaded many, saying: Let 

• • us go, and make a covenant with the heathens that 

are round about us: for since we departed from them, many evils 
have befallen us. And the word seemed good in their eyes. 

And some of the people determined to do this, and went to 
the king,* and he gave them license to do after the ordinances 
of the heathens. And they built a place of exerciset in Jeru- 
salem, according to the laws of the nations : and they re- 
nounced circumcision, and departed from the holy covenant, 
and joined themselves to the heathens, and were sold to do 
evil. 

He subdues Egypt. — And the kingdom was established 
before Antiochus, and he had a mind to reign over the land oi 
Egypt, that he might reign over two kingdoms. And he en- 
tered into Egypt with a great multitude, with chariots, and ele- 
])hants, and horsemen, and a great number of ships : and he 
made war against Ptolemy king of Egypt, but Ptolemy was 
afraid at. his presence, and fled, and many were wounded unto 
death. And he took the strong cities in the land of Egypt : 
and he took the spoils of the land of Egypt. 

He takes Jerusalem. — And after Antiochus had ravaged 
B C 170 -^SyP^ i^ *^^® hundred and forty- third year, he re- 
turned and went up against Israel. And he went 
up to Jerusalem with a great multitude. And he proudly en- 
tered into the sanctuary, and took away the golden altar, and 

* Antiochus. 

t A gymnasium for bodily exercise, such as the heathens had. This was done 
by Jason, the brother of the hi^h priest Onias, who had give?! a large sura of 
money to the king to be put in his brother*s place. 
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ho candlestick of light, and all the vessels thereof, and the table of 
»roposition, and the pouring vessels, and the vials, and the little 
tiortars of gold, and the vail, and the crowns, and the golden or- 
lament that was before the temple, and he broke them all in 
jieces. And he took the silver and gold, and the precious ves- 
els : and he took the hidden treasures which he found : and when 
10 had taken all away he departed into his own country. And 
\Q made a great slaughter of men* and spoke very proudly. 

And there was great mourning in Israel, and in every place 
rhere they were. And the princes and the ancients mourned, 
nd the virgins and the young men were made feeble, and the 
►eauty of the women was changed. Every bridegroom took 
ip lamentation : and the bride that sat in the marriage bed 
lourned : and the land was moved for the inhabitants thereof, 
nd all the house of Jacob was covered with confusion. 

And after two full years, the king sent the chief collectorf 
f Ms tributes to the cities of Juda, and he came to Jerusa- 
yra. with a great multitude. And he spoke to them peaceable 
rords in deceit, and they believed him. And he fell upon the 
ity suddenly, and struck it with a great slaughter, and de- 
broyed much people in Israel. And he took the spoils of the 
ity, and burnt it with fire, and threw down the houses thereof 
nd the walls thereof round about. And they took the women 
aptive, and the children, and the cattle they possessed. 

Desolation of tlie City. — And they built the city of David, J 
nth a great and strong wall, and with strong towers, and made 
J a fortress for them : and they placed there a sinful nation, 
acked men, and they fortified themselves therein : and they 
tored up armour and victuals, and gathered together the spoils 
f Jerusalem; and laid them up there: and they became a 
reat snare. And this was a place to lie in wait against the 
anctiiary, and an evil adversary in Israel. And they shed iu- 
locent blood round about the sanctuary, and defiled the holy 
lace. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem fled away by reason 
f them, and the city was made the habitation of strangers, and 
he became a stranger to her own seed, and her children forsook 
er. Her sanctuary was desolate like a wilderness, her festival 
ays were turned into mourning, her sabbaths into reproach, 
er honours were brought to nothing. Her dishonour was in- 
reased according to her glory, and hor excellency was turned 
ito mourning. 

Antiochus proscribes the Jewish Religion.— -And king 

* lie massacrc'l 80,000 and took 40,000 captives. 2 Macl>. v. 
f ApoUonius. X 'i'hat ie, the castle of Sion. 
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Antioclius wrote to all his kingdom, that all the people should 
be one : and every one should leave his own law. And all na- 
tions consented, according to the word of king Antiochus. And 
many of Israel consented to his service, and they sacrificed to 
idols, and profaned the sabbath. And the king sent letters by 
the hands of messengers to Jerusalem, and to all the cities of 
Juda : that they should follow the law of the nations of the 
earth, and should forbid holocausts, and sacrifices, and atone- 
ments to be made in the temple of God, and should prohibit 
the sabbath and the festival days to be celebrated. And he 
commanded the holy places to be profaned, and the holy people 
of Israel. And he commanded altars to be built, and temples, 
and idols, and swine's flesh to be immolated, and unclean beasts. 
And that they should leaye their children uncircumcised, and 
let their souls be defiled with all uncleannesses and abomina- 
tions, to the end that they should forget the law, and should 
change all the rites of God. And that whosoever would ;iot 
do according to the word of king Antiochus should be put to 
death. According to all these words he wrote to his whole 
kingdom : and he appointed rulers over the people, that should 
force them to do these things. And they commanded the cities 
of Juda to sacrifice. Then many of the people were gathered 
to them that had forsaken the law of the Lord, and they com- 
mitted evils in tho land. And they drove away the people of 
Israel into lurking holes, and into the secret places of fugitives. 

Establishes Idolatry. — On the fifteenth day of the month 
"B C Ifift C^sleu, in the hundred and forty-fifth year, king 
. . 00. Antiochus set up the abominable idol* of desolation 
upon the altar of God, and they built altars throughout all tho 
cities of Juda round about And they burnt incense, and sacri- 
ficed at the doors of the houses and in the streets. And they 
cut in pieces and burnt with fire the books of the law of God: 
and every one with whom the books of the testament of the 
Lord were found, and whosoever observed the law of the Lord, 
they put to death, according to the edict of the king. Thus 
by their power did they deal with the people of Israel, that 
were found in the cities month after month. And on the five and 
twentieth day of the month they sacrificed upon the altar of 
the idol that was over-against the altar of God. 

Now the women that circumcised their children were slain 
according to the commandment of king Antiochus. And they 
hanged the children about their necks in all their houses : and 
those tliat had circumcised them they put to death. And many 

♦ Thfi staluQ ot Jupiter Olympius, 
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le people of Israel determined with themselves, that they 
Id not eat unclean things: and they chose rather to die than 
>e defiled with unclean meats : and they would not break 
holy law of God, and they were put to death : and there 
very great wrath upon the people. 

SECT, CO, PERSECUTION OF ANTIOCffUS BPJPHANES. 

All are obliged to conform. — ^But not long after the king 2 Macb. 
; a certain old man of Antioch,* to compel the Jews to de- ^^' ^'^^• 
* from the laws of their fathers and of God : and to defile 
temple that was in Jerusalem, and to call it the temple of 
iter Olympius : and that in Garizimf of Jupiter Hospi- 
;, according as they were that inhabited the place. And 
r bad was this invasion of evils, and grievous to all. For 
temple was full of the riot and revellings of the Gentiles : 
of men companying with lewd women. And women thrust 
nselves of their accord into the holy places, and brought in 
Lgs that were not lawful. The altar also was filled with un- 
ful things, which were forbidden by the laws. And neither 
6 the sabbaths kept, nor the solemn days of the fathers ob- 
ed, neither did any man plainly profess himself to be a Jew. 
they were led by bitter constraint on the king's birthday 
he sacrifices : and when the feast of Bacchus was kept, they 
e compelled to go about crowned with ivy in honour of Bac- 

8. 

And there went out a decree into the neighbouring cities of 
Gentiles, by the suggestion of the Ptolemeans, that they also 
lid act in like manner against the Jews, to oblige them to 
ifice : and whosoever would not conform themselves to the 
s of the Gentiles should be put to death : then was misery 
»e seen. For two women were accused to have circumcised 
r children : whom, when they had openly led about through 
city with the infants hanging to their breasts, they threw 
'n headlong from the walls. And others that had met to- 
ler in caves that were near, and were keeping the sabbath- 
privately, being discovered by Philip, J were burnt with fire, 
luse they made a conscience to help themselves with their 
ds, by reason of the religious observance of the day. 
i^ow I beseech those that shall read this book, that they be 
shocked at these calamities, but that they consider the things 

♦ A senator. 

t This was the temple of the Samaritans on Mount Garizim. 

X The Phrygian governor of Jerusalem. Kesricts., 
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that happened, not as being for the destruction but for the 
correction of our nation. For it is a token of great goodness 
when sinners are not suffered to go on in their ways for a loDg 
time, but are presently punished. For not as with other 
nations (whom the Lord patiently expecteth, that when the day 
of judgment shall come. He may punish them in the fulness of 
their sins) doth He also deal with us, so as to suffer our sins 
to come to their height, and then take vengeance on us. And 
therefore He never withdraweth His mercy from us : but though 
He chastise His people with adversity, He forsaketh them not. 
But let this suffice in a few words for a warning to the readers. 
And now we must come to the narration. 

Eleazar. — Eleazar one of the chief of the scribes, a man ad- 
vanced in years, and of a comely countenance, was pressed to 
open his mouth to eat swine's flesh. But he, choosing rather 
a most glorious death than a hateful life, went forward volun- 
tarUy to the torment. And considering in what manner he 
was come to it, patiently bearing, he determined not to do aay 
unlawful things for the love of life. But they that stood hy, 
being moved with wicked pity,* for the old friendship they had 
with the man, taking him aside, desired that flesh might he 
brought, which it was lawful for him to eat, that be might make 
as if he had eaten, as the king had commanded, of the flesh of 
the sacrifice : that by so doing he might be delivered fi:om 
death : and for the sake of their old friendship with the man 
they did him this courtesy. 

But he began to consider the dignity of his age, and his 
ancient years, and the inbred honour of his gray head, and his 
good life and conversation from a child : and he answered with- 
out delay, according to the ordinances of the holy law made hy 
God, saying, that he would rather be sent into the other world. 
For it doth not become our age, said he, to dissemble : wherehy 
many young persons might think that Eleazar, at the age of 
fourscore and ten years, was gone over to the life of the heathens: 
and so they, through my dissimulation, and for a little time of 
a coiTuptible life, should be deceived, and hereby I should bring 
a stain and a curse upon my old age. For though, for the pre- 
sent time, I should be delivered from the punishments of men, 
yet should I not escape the hand of the Almighty, neither alive 
nor dead. Wherefore by departing manfully out of this life, I 
shall show myself worthy of my old age : and I shall leave an 
example of fortitude to young men, if with a ready mind and con- 

* Their pity was -wicked, inasmucli as it suggested that wicked proposal d 
$aviDg his life by dissimwlatiQii, Do\3Kx "^it^-t.* 
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stancy I suffer an honourable death for the most venerable and 
most holy laws. 

And having spoken thus, he was forthwith carried to execu- 
tion. And they that led him, and had been a little before more 
mild, were changed to wrath for the words he had spoken, which 
they thought were uttered out of arrogancy. But when he was 
now ready to die with the stripes, he groaned, and said : Lord, 
who hast the holy knowledge, Thou knowest manifestly that 
whereas I might be delivered from death, I suffer grievous pains 
in body : but in soul am well content to suffer these things be- 
cause I fear Thee. Thus did this man die, leaving not only to 
young men, but also to the whole nation, the memory of his 
death for an example of virtue and fortitude. 

The Seven Brethren. — It came to pass also, that seven 2 Mach. 
brethren, together with their mother, were apprehended, and ^'^* ^'^'^* 
compelled by the king to eat swine's flesh against the law, for 
*which end they were tormented with whips and scourges. But 
one of them, who was the eldest, said thus : What wouldst thou 
ask or learn of us 1 we are ready to die rather than to transgress 
the laws of God, received from our fathers. 

Then the king being angry commanded frying-pans and 
brazen cauldrons to be made hot : which forthwith being heated, 
he commanded to cut out the tongue of him that had spoken 
first : and the skin of his head being drawn off, to chop off also 
the extremities of his hands and feet, the rest of his brethren 
and his mother looking on. And when he was now maimed in 
all parts, he commanded him, being yet alive, to be brought to 
the fire, and to be fried in the frying-pan : and while he was 
suffering therein long torments, the rest, together with the 
mother, exhorted one another to die manfully, saying: The 
Lord God will look upon the truth, and will take pleasure in 
lis, as Moses declared in the profession of the canticle : And in 
His servants He will take pleasure. 

So when the first was dead after this manner, they brought 
the next to make him a mocking- stock : and when they had 
pulled off the skin of his head with the hair, they asked him 
if he would eat, before he were punished throughout the whole 
body in every limb. But he answered in his own language, and 
Said : I will not do it. Wherefore he also in the next place 
received the torments of the first. And when he was at the last 
gasp, he said thus : Thou indeed, O most wicked man, de- 
Btroyest us out of this present life : but the King of the world will 
raise us up, who die for His laws, in the resurrection of eternal 
life. 
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After him the third was made a mocking-stock, and when he 
was required, he quickly put forth his tongue, and courageously 
stretched out his hands : and said with confidence : These I have 
from heaven, but for the laws of God I now despise them, be- 
cause I hope to receive them again from HinL* So that the 
king, and they that were with him, wondered at the young man's 
courage, because he esteemed the torments as nothing. 

And after he was thus dead, they tormented the fourth in 
the like manner. And when he was now ready to die, he spoke 
thus : It is better, being put to death by men, to look for hope 
from God, to be raised up again by Him : for as to thee, thou 
shalt have no resurrection unto life. 

And when they had brought the fifth they tormented him. 
But he looking upon the king, said : Whereas thou hast power 
among men, though thou art corruptible, thou dost what thou 
wilt : but think not that our nation is forsaken by God. Eut 
stay patiently awhile, and thou shalt see His great power, in 
what manner He will torment thee and thy seed. 

After him they brought the sixth, and he being lea^y to 
die, spoke thus : Be not deceived without cause : for we suffer 
these things for ourselves, having sinned against our God, and 
things worthy of admiration are done to us : but do not think 
that thou shalt escape unpunished for that thou hast attempted 
to fight against God. 

Now the mother was to be admired above measure, and 
worthy to be remembered by good men, who beheld her seven 
sons slain in the space of one day, and bore it with a good 
courage, for the hope that she had in God : and she bravely 
exhorted every one of them in her own language, being filled 
with wisdom : and joining a man's heart to a woman's thonght, 
she said to them : I know not how you were formed in my 
womb : for I neither gave you breath, nor soul, nor life, neither 
(lid I frame the limbs of every one of you. But the Creator of 
the world, that formed the nativity of man, and that found out 
the origin of all. He will restore to you again in His mercy both 
breath and life, as now you despise yourselves for the sake of 
His laws. 

Death of the last Brother. — Now Antiochus, thinking him- 
self despised, and withal despising the voice of the upbraidcr, 
when the youngest was yet alive, did not only exhort him by 
words, but also assured him with an oath, that he would make 
him a rich and a happy man, and, if he would turn from the 
laws of his fathers, would take him for a friend, and furnish him 
* The rcsurcectlou of the body is implied in this profession. 
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with tilings necessary. But when the young man was not 
moved with these things, the king called the mother, and coun- 
selled her to deal with the young man to save his life. And 
when he had exhorted her with many words, she promised that 
slie would counsel her son. So hending herself towards him, 
mocking the cruel >vrant. she said in her own language : My 
son, have pity upon me, that hore thee nine months in my womb, 
and gave thee suck three years, and nourished thee, and brought 
thee up unto this age. I beseech thee, my son, look upon 
heaven and earth, and all that is in them : and consider that 
God made them out of nothing, and mankind also : so thou 
shalt not fear this tormentor, but being made a worthy partner 
with thy brethren, receive death, that in that mercy I may re- 
ceive thee again with thy brethren. 

While she was yet speaking these words, the young man 
said : For whom do you stay ? 1 wiU. not obey the command- 
ment of the king, but the commandment of the law, which was 
given us by Moses. But thou that hast been the author of all 
mischief against the Hebrews shall not escape the hand of God. 
Per we suffer thus for our sins. And though the Lord our God 
is angry with us a little while for our chastisement and correc- 
tion, yet He will be reconciled again to His servants. But thou, 
O wicked and of all meA most flagitious, be not lifted up with- 
out cause with vain hopes, whilst thou art raging against His 
servants. For thou hast not yet escaped the judgment of the' 
Almighty God, who beholdeth all things. For my brethren, 
having now undergone a short pain, are under the covenant of 
efcern^d life : but thou by the judgment of God shalt receive 
just punishment for thy pride. But I, like my brethren, offer 
up my life and my body for the laws of our fathers : calling 
upon God to be speedily merciful to our nation, and that thou 
by torments and stripes mayest confess that He alone is God. 
Bat in me and in my brethren the wrath of the Almighty, which 
hath justly been brought upon all our nation, shall cease. 

Akd of their Mother. — ^Then the king being incensed with 
£tnger, raged against him more cruelly than all the rest, taking 
it grievously that he was mocked. So this man also died un- 
defiled, wholly trusting in the Lord. And last of all after the 
sons the mother also was consumed. But now there is enough 
said of the sacrifices, and of the excessive cruelties. 
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SECT. CCI. THE FAMILY OF MATIIATJIIAS, AND THEIR ZEAL FOR RELIOlOy, 

1 Maill. II. Mathathias. — In those days arose Matbathias the son of John, 

^"' ^' B C 168 *^® ^^^ ^^ Simeon, a priest of the sons of Joarib, from 

Jerusalem, and he abode in the mountain of Modin* 
And he had five sons : John who was surnamed Gaddis : and 
Simon, who was surnamed Thasi : and Judas, who was called 
Machabeus : and Eleazar, who was surnamed Abaron : and 
Jonathan, who was surnamed Apphus. These saw the evils 
that were done in the people of Juda and in Jerusalem. 

And Mathathias said : Woe is me, wherefore was I born to 
see the ruin of my people, and the ruin of the holy city, and to 
dwell there, when it is given into the hands of the enemies ? The 
holy places are come into the hands of strangers : her temple is 
become as a man without honour. The vessels of her glory are 
carried away captive : her old men are murdered in the streets, 
and her young men are fallen by the sword of the enemies. 
AVhat nation hath not inherited her kingdom and gotten of her 
spoils ? All her ornaments are taken away : she that was free 
is made a slave. And behold our sanctuary, and our beauty, 
and our glory is laid waste, and the Gentiles have defiled them. 
To what end then should we live any longer 1 And Mathathias 
and his sons rent their garments, and they covered themselves 
with hair-cloth, and made great lamentation. 

He is called on to sacrifice.— And they that were sent from 
king Antiochus came thither, to compel them that were fled 
into the city of Modin to sacrifice, and to burn incense, and to 
depart from the law of God. And many of the people of Israel 
consented and came to them : but Mathathias and his sons stood 
firm. And they that were sent from Antiochus answering, said 
to Mathathias : Thou art a ruler, and an honourable and great 
man in this city, and adorned with sons and brethren. There- 
fore come thou first, and obey the king's commandment, as all 
nations have done, and the men of Juda, and they that remain 
in Jerusalem : and thou and thy sons shall be in the number 
of the king's friends, and enriched with gold, and silver, and 
many presents. Then Mathathias answered, and said with a 
loud voice : Although all nations obey king Antiochus, so as 
to depart every man from the service of the law of his fathers, 
and consent to his commandments : I, and my sons, and my 
brethren will obey the law of our fathers. God be merciful unto 
us : it is not profitable for us to forsake the law and the ordinan- 
ces of God : we will not hearken to the words of king Antiochus, 
* A town on ^ road from Jerusalem to Joppa. 
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neither will wo sacrifice, and transgress the commandments of 
our law to go another way. 

His Zeal for God. — Now as he left offspeaking these words, 
there came a certain Jew in the sight of all to sacrifice to the 
idols upon the altar in the city of Modin, according to the king's 
commandment. And Mathathias saw and was grieved, and his 
reins tremhled, and his wrath was kindled according to the 
judgment of the law, and running upon him he slew him upon 
the altar : moreover the man whom king Antiochus had sent, 
who compelled them to sacrifice, he slew at the same time, and 
pulled down the altay, and showed zeal for the law, as Phinees 
did by Zamri the son of Salomi.* And Mathathias cried out in 
the city with a loud voice, saying : Every one that hath zeal for 
the law, and maintaineth the testament, let him follow me. So 
he and his sons fled into the mountains, and left all that they 
had in the city. Then many that sought after judgment and 
justice went down into the desert : and they abode there, they 
and their children, and their wives, and their cattle : because 
afiSictions increased upon them. 

And it was told to the king's men, and to the army that was 
in Jerusalem in the city of David, that certain men who had 
broken the king's commandment were gone away into the secret 
places in the wilderness, and that many were gone after them. 
And forthwith they went out towards them, and made war against 
them on the sabbath-day. And they said to them : Do you still re- 
sist ? come forth, and do according to the edict of king Antiochus, 
and you shall live. And they said : We will not come forth, nei- 
ther will we obey the king's edict, to profane the sabbath- day. 
And they made haste to give them battle. But they answered 
them not, neither did they cast a stone at them, nor stopped up 
the secret places, saying : Let us all die in our innocency : and 
heaven and earth shall be witnesses for us, that you put us to 
death wrongfully. So they gave them battle on the sabbath : 
\nd they were slain, with their wives, and their children, and 
their cattle, to the number of a thousand persons. f 

And Mathathias and his friends heard of it, and they 
mourned for them exceedingly. And every man said to his 
neighbour : If we shall all do as our brethren have done, and 
not fight against the heathens for our lives and our laws, they 
will now quickly root us out of the earth. And they determined 

♦ See page 188. 

f Their devotedness and resignation were admirable ; but they were mis- 
taken in supposing that the law. of the sabbath deprived them of the natural 
right of s«lf Hlefeuce. Kenbick. 
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In that day, saying : Whosoever shall come up against us to 
fight on the sabbath-day, we will fight against him : and T^e 
will not all die, as our brethren that were slain in the secret 
places. 

He and his Friends resist the Perseeation.—Then was 
assembled to them the congregation of the Assideans,* the 
stoutest of Israel, every one that had a good will for the law. 
And all they that fled from the evils joined themselves to them, 
and were a support to them. And they gathered an army, and 
slew the sinners in their wrath, and the wicked men in their 
indignation : and the rest fled to the nations for safety. And 
Mathathias and his friends went round about, and they threw 
down the altars. And they circumcised all the children whom 
they found in the confines of Israel that were uncircumcised : 
and they did valiantly. And they pursued after the children 
of pride, and the work prospered in their hands : and they re- 
covered the law out of the hands of the nations, and out of the 
hands of the kings : and they yielded not the horn to the 
fiinner.f 

His Death. — Now the days drew near that Mathathias 
should die, and he said to his sons : !N'ow hath pride and chas- 
tisement gotten strength, and the time of destruction, and the 
wrath of indignation : now therefore, O my sons, be ye zealous 
for the law, and give your lives for the covenant of your fathers. 
And call to remembrance the works of the fathers, which they 
have done in their generations : and you shall receive great 
glory, and an everlasting name. Was not Abraham found 
faithful in temptation, and it was reputed to him unto justice! 
Joseph in the time of his distress kept the commandment, and 
he was made lord of Egypt.J Phinees our father, by being 
fervent in the zeal of God, received the covenant of an everlast- 
ing priesthood. Jesus, § whilst he fulfilled the word, was made ruler 
in Israel. Caleb, for bearing witness before the congregation, 
received an inheritance. David by his mercy obtained the 
throne of an everlasting kingdom. Elias, while he was full of 
zeal for the law, was taken up into heaven. Ananias and 
Azarias and Misael, by believing, were delivered out of the 
flame. Daniel in his innocency was delivered out of the mouth 
of the lions. And thus consider through all generations that 

* This name was given to those who were most fervent and zealous for tii6 
law of God. 

t That is, they suffered not the power of Antiochus, that man of sin, to 
abolish the law and religion of God. Douay Bible. 

} Section xvi. § Josue, 
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none that trust in Him fail in strength. And fear not the words 
of a sinful man, for his glory is dung and worms : to-day he is 
lifted up, and to-morrow he shall not ba found, because he is 
returned into his earth, and his thought is come to nothing. 

You therefore, my sons, take courage, and behave manfully 
in the law : for by it you shall be glorious. And behold, I 
know that your brother Simon is a man of counsel : give ear to 
him always, and he shall be a father to you. And Judas Ma- 
chabeus, who is valiant and strong from his youth up, let him be 
the leader of your army, and he shall manage the war of the 
people. And you shall take to you all that observe the law : 
and revenge ye the wrong of your people. Eender to the Gen- 
tiles their reward, and take heed to the precepts of the law. 
And he blessed them, and was joined to his fathers. And he 
died in the hundred and forty-sixth year : and he was buried 
by his sons in the sepulchres of his fathers in Modin, and cdl 
Israel mourned for him with great mourning. 



SECT, ecu. JUDAS MACHABEUS SUCCEEDS HIS FATHER, HE DEFEATS 
APOLLONIUS AND SERON, AND AFTERWARDS NICANOR AND G0RGIA8. 

Judas Machabeus. — Then his son Judas, called Machabeus, l Mach. 
rose up in his stead. And all his brethren helped ^ n -ioo '"' ^'^' 
him, and all they that had joined themselves to his 
father, and they fought with cheerfulness the battle of Israel. 

And ApoUonius gathered together the Gentiles, and a 1 Macb. 
numerous and great army from Samaria, to make war agaiust ^"» l^-^^* 
Israel. And Judas understood it, and went forth to meet him : 
and he overthrow him, and killed him : and many fell down 
slain, and the rest fled away. And he took their spoils, and 
Judas took the sword of ApoUonius, and fought with it all his 
lifetime. 

And Seron captain of the army of Syria heard that Judas 
had assembled a company of the faithful and a congregation 
with him. And he said : I will get me a name, and will bo 
glorified in the kingdom, and will overthrow Judas, and those 
that are with him that have despised the edict of the king. 
And he made himself ready : and the host of the wicked went 
np with him, strong auxiliaries, to be revenged of the children 
of Israel. And they approached even as far as Bethoron : and 
Judas went forth to meet him, with a small company* 

He defeats Seron. — But when they saw the army coming 
to meet them they said to Judas : How shall we, being few, 
1)6 able to fight against so great a multitude and so strong, and 



632 THE PEOPHETS. 

we are ready to faint with fasting to-day ? And Judas said : It 
is an easy matter for many to be shut up in the hands of a few : 
and there is no difference in the sight of the God of heaven tc 
deliver with a great multitude, or with a small company : foi 
the success of war is not in the multitude of the army, but 
strength comcth from heaven. They come against us with an 
insolent multitude, and with pride, to destroy us, and our wives, 
and our children, and to take our spoils. But we will fight for 
our lives and our laws : and the Lord Himself will overthrow 
them before our face : but as for you, fear them not. And as 
soon as he had made an end of speaking, he rushed suddenly 
upon them : and Seron and his host were overthrown before 
him : and he pursued him by the descent of Bethoron even to 
the plain, and there fell of them eight hundred men, and the 
rest fled into the land of the Philistines. And the fear of Judas 
and of his brethren and the dread of them fell upon all the 
nations round about them. And his fame came to the king, 
and all nations told of the battles of Judas. 

Now when king Antiochus heard these words, he was angry 
in his mind : and he sent, and gathered the forces of all his 
kingdom, an exceeding strong army. And he opened his trea- 
sury, and gave out pay to the army for a year : and he com- 
manded them, that they should be ready for all things. And 
he perceived that the money of his treasures failed, and that 
the tributes of the country were small because of the dissension, 
and the evil that he had brought upon the land, that he might 
take away the laws of old times. And he feared that he should 
not have as formerly enough for charges and gifts, which he 
had given before with a liberal hand : for he had abounded 
more than the kings that had been before him. And he was 
greatly perplexed in mind, and purposed to go into Persia, and 
to take tributes of the countries, and to gather much money. 

Lysias Governor of Syria. — ^And he left Lysias, a noblemaa 
of the blood royal, to oversee the affairs of the kingdom from tbe 
river Euphrates even to the river of Egypt, and to bring up 
his son Antiochus, till he came again. And he delivered to 
him half the army and the elephants : and he gave him charge 
concerning all that he would have done, and concerning the 
inhabitants of Judea and Jerusalem : and that he should send 
an army against them, to destroy and root out the strength of 
Israel, and the remnant of Jerusalem, and to take away the 
memory of them from that place : and that he should settle 
strangers to dwell in all their coasts, and divide their land hy 
lot. So the king took the half of the army that remained, and 
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went fortli from Antioch the chief city of his kingdom, in the 
hundred and forty-seventh year ; and he passed over the river 
Euphrates, and went through the higher countries. 

He sends an Army against Judas. — Then Lysias chose 
Ptolemy the son of Dorymenus, and Nicanor, and Gorgias, 
mighty men of the king's friends. And he sent with them forty 
thousand men and seven thousand horsemen : to go into the 
land of Juda, and to destroy it according to the king's orders. 
So they went forth with all their power, and came, and pitched 
near Emmaus in the plain country. And the merchants of the 
countries heard the fame of them : and they took silver an(? 
gold in ahundance, and servants : and they came into the camp, 
to huy the children of Israel for slaves : and there were joined 
to them the forces of Syria, and of the land of the strangers. 

And Judas and his hrethren saw that evils were multiplied, 
and that the armies approached to their borders : and they knew 
the orders the king had given to destroy the people and utterly 
abolish them. And they said every man to his neighbour: 
Let us raise up the low condition of our people, and let us fight 
for our people and our sanctuary. And the assembly was 
gathered that they might be ready for battle : and that they 
might pray, and ask mercy and compassion. Now Jerusalem 
was not inhabited, but was like a desert : there was none of her 
children that went in or out ; and the sanctuary was trodden 
down : and the children of strangers were in the castle, there 
was the habitation of the Gentiles : and joy was taken away 
from Jacob, and the pipe and harp ceased there. 

Preparations of Judas. — And they assembled together, and 
came to Maspha over-against Jerusalem : for in Maspha was a 
place of prayer heretofore in Israel. And they fasted that day, 
and put on haircloth, and put ashes upon their heads : and they 
rent their garments. And they laid open the books of the law, 
in which the Gentiles searched for the likeness of their idols : 
and they brought the priestly ornaments, and the first-fruits 
and tithes, and stirred up the Nazarites that had fulfilled their 
days : and they cried with a loud voice toward heaven, saying : 
What shall we do with these, and whither shall we carry them ] 
For Thy holies are trodden down, and are profaned, and Thy 
priests are in mourning, and are brought low. And behold the 
nations are come together against us to destroy us : Thou 
knowest what they intend against us. How shall we be able 
to stand before their face, unless Thou, God, help us 1 Then 
they sounded with trumpets, and cried out with a loud voice. 

And after this Judas appointed captains over the peo^le^ 
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over thousands, and over hundreds, and over fifties, and ovet 
tens. And he said to them that were building houses, or had 
betrothed wives, or were planting vineyards, or were fearful, 
that they should return every man to his house, according to 
the law. So they removed the camp, and pitched on the south 
side of Emmaus. And Judas said : Gird yourselves, and be 
valiant men, and be ready against the morning, that you may 
light with these nations that are assembled against us to destroy 
us and our sanctuary. For it is better for tls to die in battle, 
than to see the evils of our nation, and of the holies J neverthe- 
less as it shall be the will of God in heaven so be it done. 
1 Macii J^das defeats Nicanor's Army.— Then Gorgias took five 
IV. 1-27.' thousand men, and a thousand of the best horsemen : and they 
removed out of the camp by night, that they might come 
upon the camp of the Jews, and strike them suddenly : and 
the men that were of the castle were their guides. And Judas 
heard of it, and rose up, he and the valiant men, to attack the 
king's forces that were in Emmaus. For as yet the army was 
dispersed from the camp. And Gorgias came by night into the 
camp of Judas, and found no man, and he sought them in the 
mountains : for he said : These men flee from us. And when 
it was day, Judas showed himself in the plain with three thou- 
sand men only, who neither had armour nor swords : and they 
saw the camp of the Gentiles that it was strong, and the men 
in breast-plates, and the horsemen round about them, and these 
were trained up to war. 

And Judas said to the men that were with him : Fear ye 
not their multitude, neither be ye afraid of their assault. Ee- 
member in what manner our fathers were saved in the Eed Sea, 
when Pharao pursued them with a great army. And now let 
us cry to heaven : and the Lord will have mercy on us, and 
Xrill remember the covenant of our fathers, and will destroy 
this army before our face this day : and all nations shall know 
that there is One that redeemeth and delivereth Israel. 

And the strangers lifted up their eyes, and saw them coming 
against them. And they went out of the camp to battle, and 
they that were with Judas sounded the trumpet. And they 
joined battle : and the Gentiles were routed, and fled into the 
plain.* But all the hindmost of them fell by the sword, and 
they pursued them as far as Gezeron, and even to the plains of 
Idumea, and of Azotus, and of Jamnia : and there fell of them 
to the number of three thousand men. 

* While Gorgias with 5000 men had goue to surprise Jadas' camp, Judas 
attacked the main body of vhe Sy na\i aiiuy under Nicanor. 2 Mac. viii. 
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And Judas returned again with his army that followed him, 
and he said to the people : Be not greedy of the spoils : for 
there is war hefore us, and Gorgias and his army are near ns in 
the mountain : but stand ye now against our enemies, and over- 
throw them, and you shall take the spoils afterwards with safety. 
And as Judas was speaking these words, behold part of them 
appeared looking forth from the mountain. And Gorgias saw 
that his men were put to flight, and that they had set fire to 
the camp : for the smoke that was seen declared what was done. 
And when they had seen this, they were seized with great fear, 
seeing at the same time Judas and his army in the plain ready 
to fight. So they all fled away into the land of the strangers. 

And Judas returned to take the spoils of the camp, and they 
got much gold, and silver, and blue silk, and purple of the sea, 
and great riches. And returning home they sung a hymn, and 
blessed God in heaven, because He is good, because His mercy 
endureth for ever. 

So Israel had a great deliverance that day. And such of 
the strangers as escaped went and told Lysias all that had 
happened. And when he heard these things, he was amazed 
and discouraged : because things had not succeeded in Israel 
according to his mind, and as the king had commanded. 

8ECT, CCIIL JUDAS DEFEATS LYSIAS, HE THEN CLEANSES THE TEMPLE, 

AND RESTORES THE WORSHIP OF OOD. 

Jadas defeats Lysias' Army. — So the year following Lysias i Mach.^ 
gathered together threescore thousand chosen men, -n n ick ^^' ^^'^^* 
and five thousand horsemen, that he might subdue 
them. And they came into Judea, and pitched their tents in 
Bethoron, and Judas met them with ten thousand men. And 
they saw that the army was strong, and he prayed, and said : 
Blessed art Thou, Saviour of Israel, who didst break the vio- 
lence of the mighty by the hand of Thy servant David, and didst 
deliver up the camp of the strangers into the hands of Jonathan 
the son of Saul, and of his armour-bearer. Shut up this army in 
the hands of Thy people Israel, and let them be confounded in 
their host and their horsemen. Strike them with fear, and cause 
the boldness of their strength to languish, and let them quake 
at their own destruction. Cast them down with the sword of 
them that love Thee : and let all that know Thy name praise 
Thee with hymns. 

And they joined battle : and there fell of the army of Lysias 
five thousand men. And when Lysias saw that hia raft\N.-^^\'^ 
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put to flight, aiid Low bold tlie Jews were, and tliat tliey were 
ready either to live, or to die manfully, he went to Antioch, and 
chose soldiers, that they might come again into Judea with 
greater numbers. 

He cleanses the Temple. — Then Judas and his brethren 
said : Behold our enemies are discomfited : let us go up now to 
cleanse the holy places, and to repair them. And all the army 
assembled together, and they went up into mount Sion. And 
they saw the sanctuary desolate, and the altar profaned, and the 
gates burnt, and shrubs growing up in the courts as in a forest 
or on the mountains, and the chambers joining to the temple 
thrown down. And they rent their garments, and made great 
lamentation, and put ashes on their heads : and they fell down 
to the ground on their faces, and they sounded with the trumpets 
of alarm, and they cried towards heaven. 

Then Judas appointed men to fight against them that were 
in the castle, till they had cleansed the holy places. And he 
chose priests without blemish, whose will was set upon the law 
of God. And they cleansed the holy places, and took away the 
stones that had been defiled into an unclean place. And he con- 
sidered about the altar of holocausts that had been profaned, 
what he should do with it. And a good counsel came into their 
minds, to pull it down : lest it should be a reproach to them, 
because the Gentiles had defiled it, so they threw it down. And 
they laid up the stones in the mountain of the temple in a con- 
venient place, till there should come a prophet, and give answer 
concerning them. Then they took whole stones according to the 
law, and built a new altar according to the former : and they 
built up the holy places, and the things that were within the 
temple : and they sanctified the temple and the courts. 

And they made new holy vessels, and brought in the candle- 
stick, and the altar of incense, and the table into the temple. 
And they put incense \)pon the altar, and lighted up the lamps 
that were upon the c^dle^stick, and they giv« l%fat ia tbe 
temple. And they set the loaves upon the table, and hungsp 
the vails, and finished all the works that they had begun to 
make. 

And dedicates it. — And they arose before the morning on 
the five and twentieth day of the ninth month (which is the 
month of Casleu) in the hundred and forty- eighth year. And 
they offered sacrifice according to the law upon the new altar of 
holocausts which they had made. According to the time, and 
according to the day wherein the heathens had defiled it, ia the 
8^me was it dedicated anew with canticles, and harps, and lutefi. 
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and cymbals. And all the people fell upon their faces, and adored, 
and blessed up to heaven, Him that had prospered them. And 
they kept the dedication of the altar ek;ht days, and they oflTered 
holocausts "with joy, and sacrifices of salvation and of praise. 
And they adorned the front of the temple with crowns of gold, 
and escutcheons, and they renewed the gates and the chambers, 
and hanged doors upon them. And there was exceeding great 
joy among the people, and the reproach of the Gentiles was 
turned away. And Judas, and his brethren, and all the church 
of Israel decreed, that the day of the dedication of the altar 
should be kept in its season from year to year for eight days, 
from the five and twentieth day of the month of Casleu, with 
joy and gladness. They built up also at that time mount Sion, 
with high walls, and strong towers round about, lest the Gentiles 
«hould at any time come, and tread it down as they did before. 
And he placed a ganison there, to keep it, and he fortified it to 
secure Bethsura, that the people might have a defence against 
Idumea. 

Defeats the Idumeans. — "Now it came to pass, when the i Macb. i 
nations round about heard that the altar and the sanctuary were ^"'* 
built wp as before, that they were exceeding angry. And they 
thought to destroy the generation of Jacob that were among them, 
and they began to k3l some of the people, and to persecute 
them. 

Then Judas fought against the children of Esau in Idumea, 
and them that were in Acrabathane : because they beset the 
Israelites round about, and he made a great slaughter of them. 
And he remembered the malice of the children of Bean,* who 
were a snare and a stumbling-block to the people, by lying in 
wait for them in the way. And they were shut up by him in 
towers, and he set upon them, and devoted them to utter de- 
struction, and burnt their towers with fiire, and all that were in 
them. 

Then he passed over to the children of Ammon, where he 
found a mighty power, and much people, and Timotheus was 
their captain : and he fought many battles with them, and they 
were discomfited in their sight, and he smote them. 

SECT. CCIV. THE DISEASE AND DEATH OF ASTIOCHUS, 

Antiochus' Reverses.— At that time Antiochus returned 2 Mach. 
with dishonour out of Persia. For he had entered ^n -to a ^^ ^'^^' 
into the city called Persepolis, and attempted to rob * " • 

* An Idumean of great power. Kexrick, 
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the temple, and to oppress the city : but the multitude running 
together to arms, put them to flight : and so it fell out that An- 
tiochus being put to flight returned with disgrace. 

Now when he was come about Ecbatana,* he received the 
news of what had happened to Nicanor and Timoth^us. And 
swelling with anger he thought to revenge upbn the Jews the 
injury done by them that had put him to flight. And therefore 
he commanded his chariot to be driven, without stopping in his 
journey, the judgment of heaven urging him forward, because 
he had spoken so proudly, that he would come to Jerusalem, and 
make it a common burying-place of the Jews. But the Lord the 
God of Israel, that seeth all things, struck him with an incura- 
ble and an invisible plague. For as soon as he had ended these 
words, a dreadful pain in his bowels came upon him, and bitter 
torments of the inner parts. And indeed very justly, seeing he 
had tormented the bowels of others with many and new tor- 
ments, albeit he by no means ceased from his malice. 

His Misery. — Moreover being filled with pride, breathing 
out fire in his rage against the Jews, and commandiug the matter 
to be hastened, it happened as he was going with violence that 
he fell from the chariot, so that his limbs were much pained by 
a grievous bruising of the body. Thus he that seemed to himself 
to command even the waves of the sea, being proud above the 
condition of man, and to weigh the heights of the mountains in 
a balance, now being cast down to the ground was carried in a 
litter, bearing witness to the manifest power of God in himself: 
so that worms swarmed out of the body of this man, and whilst 
he lived in sorrow and pain, his flesh fell off", and the filthiness 
of his smell was noisome to the army. 

And the man that thought a little before he could reAch to 
the stars of heaven, no man could endure to carry, for the in- 
tolerable stench. And by this means, being brought from his 
great pride, he began to come to the knowledge of himself, being 
admonished by the scourge of God, his pains increasing every 
moment. And when he himself could not now abide his own 
stench, he spoke thus : It is just to be subject to God, and that 
a mortal man should not equal himself to God. 

Then this wicked man prayed to the Lord, of whom he was 
not to obtain mercy. And the city, to which he was going in 
haste to lay it even with the ground, and to make it a common 
burying-place, he now desireth to make free : and the Jews 
whom he said he would not account worthy to be so much as 
buried, but would give them up to be devoured by the birds and 

* The capital of Media. 
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wild beasts, and would utterly destroy them with their children, 
he now promiseth to make equal with the Athenians. The holy 
temple also, which before he had spoiled, he promiseth to adorn 
with goodly gifts, and to multiply the holy vessels, and to allow 
out of his revenues the charges pertaining to the sacrifices. Yea 
also, that he would become a Jew himself, and would go through 
«ivery place of the earth, and declare the power of God. 

His Letter to the Jews. — ^But his pains not ceasing (for the 
just judgment of God was come upon him), despairing of life he 
wrote to the Jews, in the manner of a supplication, a letter in 
these words : To his very good subjects the Jews, Antiochus 
king and ruler wisheth much health, and welfare, and happiness. 
If you and your children are well, and if all matters go with you 
to your mind, we give very great thanks. As for me, being 
infirm, but yet kindly remembering you, returning out of the 
places of Persia, and being taken with a grievous disease, I 
thought it necessary to take care for the common good : not 
distrusting my life, but having great hope to escape the sickness. 
But considering that my father also, at what time he led an army 
into the higher countries, appointed who should reign after him : 
to the end that if any thing contrary to expectation should fall 
out, or any bad tidings should be brought, they that were in the 
countries, knowing to whom the whole government was left, 
might not be troubled. Moreover, considering that neighbour- 
ing princes and borderers wait for opportunities, and expect what 
shall be the event, I have appointed my son Antiochus king, 
whom I often recommended to many of you, when I went into 
the higher provinces : and T have written to him what I have 
joined here below. I pray you therefore, and request of you, 
that remembering favours both public and private, you will every 
man of you continue to be faithful to me and to my son. For 
I trust that he will behave with moderation and humanity, and 
following my intentions, will be gracious unto you. 

His Death. — Thus the murderer and blasphemer being griev- 
ously struck, as himself had treated others, died a miserable death 
in a strange country among the mountains. But Philip that 
'was brought up with him carried away his body, and out of fear 
of the son of Antiochus went into Egypt, to Ptolemy Philo- 
metor. 

NOTE ON THE REMAINING HISTORY OP THE MACHABEES. 

After the death of Antiochus Epiphanes the chief events that 
are narrated in the books of Machabees are as follows : Antiochus 
Eupator, the next king, together with Lysias the viceroy, continued 
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the war against tlie Jews, and came up with a great army of 120,000 
men and 32 elephants, but did not sacceed. Eleazar the brother of 
Judas perceiving that one of the elephants was conspicuous for its 
trappings imagined that it was the king's elephant, and rushing be- 
neath it. he thrust his sword into its body, and brought it to the 
ground, being himself crushed to death by it. Though the king was 
not there, yet he was so little successful that he concluded peace 
vrith Judas and returned to Syria. 

Judas, to strengthen himself, sent an embassy to Borne, and 
concluded a treaty of mutual defence with the Bomans. But it has 
been remarked that from the time that he rested on human means 
the great success which God had given him began to fail. Deme- 
trius, who succeeded Antiochus Eupator, again made war on the 
Jews ; and though Judas defeated his general Nicanor, yet, when 
Bacchides, another Syrian general, came up next year with a great 
army, Judas* followers lost courage, and Judas, surrounded by a 
band of 800 men, was attacked and killed, B.C. 161. He was buried 
with a great concourse of people at Modin. 

Jonathan his brother succeeded him, and carried on the war with 
great success. After a time he made peace with Syria, and became 
high priest, being the first of those who were called the Asitwneaa 
line of princes. He ruled over Judea as an independent sovere^, 
but he was entrapped into paying a visit, during which his enonies 
seized and subsequently murdered him, B.C. 144. 

Simon, the only remaining son of Mathathias, took his place as 
high priest and ruler of the Jewish people. His role lasted for nine 
years^ and was one of great prosperity. He wa^ at last treacher- 
ously murdered by his son-in-law Pto^bmy, who aspired to take bis 
place. The first book of Machahees closes with his death, B.C. 135. 

John Hyrcanus, his second son, succeeded him, and as the Greek 
Syrian kingdom fell at this time into anarchy and disorder, John 
and his Bucceflsors, the Asmonean kings, obtained a position of higher 
authority and independence. The son and successor of Hyrcanus 
waa Aristobulus, who assumed the title of king. After him were 
four more sovereigns, until at last the succession was disputed, and 
the two rival claimants agreed to submit their cause to the great 
Boman general Pompey, who was at Damascus, having just reduced 
Syria to be a Boman province. Pompey postponed his decision, 
and in the mean time marched into Jdumea, and made that also a 
Boman province. From thence he proceeded to Jerusalem, which 
was betrayed to him, but those belonging to Aristobulus' party re- 
tired into the Temple, to which Pompey laid siege, and which he 
took after three months. 12,000 Jews were slaughtered in the as- 
sault, including many priests, and Pompey himself profaned the 
Temple, entering into the holy of holies. Thus ended the rule of 
the Asmonean king -priests, descended from the Machabees, in the 
year B.C. 63. 
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NOTK ^a THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS UNDER THE ROMANS. 

Judea now (b.c. 63) was made a part of the Roman proTince of 
Syria, nor did it ever again recover its independence. Pompey left 
Hjrcanus II. nominally as king, but really under the Roman go- 
vernor of Syria. Later on he was made subject to Antipater the 
Idumean, who had for a long time been courting favour with the 
Romans, and who was now (B.C. 48) made procurator of Judea. 

Antigonus, the last of the family of the Machabees, raised a 
large army to help him recover power, and he succeeded in taking 
Syria from the Romans (B.C. 40) ; but he was besieged in Jerusalem 
by Herod, the second son of Antipater, and being taken, was sent to 
Rome, and there put to death, B c: 37. 

Herod, called Herod the Great, now became the ruler of Judea. 
He married Mariaman, the granddaughter of the last Asmo- 
nean kiug Hyrcanus, and so claimed to be his successor ; and to 
obtain popularity with the people he became a Jew, and set to work 
to rebuild the Temple. He had so much interest with the Romans 
that he was enabled to obtain the title of king of Judea, though 
he was never in fact independent of the Romans. He continued 
to reign till after the birth of Christ. 
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Ahiaa the prophet and Jeroboam, 

260 ; message to Jeroboam, 269. 
Alexander the Great in Jerusalem 

(note), 516. 
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Ananias, one of the three ohildreD, 
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Asa. king of Juda, destroys the iduls, ' 
270. 

Asarbadil^n, king of the Assyrian?, 
328. 

Aseneth, Joseph's wife, 48. 

Aser, son of Z- Ipha, 42 ; territory of 
the tribe of (map), 144. 

Aesideans, 530. 

^SBuerus and Esther, 49D. 

Assyria, Israel captive in, 320. 

Astarotb, Israelites worship, 157. 

Astarthe, Solomon worships, 259. 

Athnlia usurps the throne, 309. 

Atonement, day of (note), 107. 

Azarias the prophet, 271 ; or Ozias, 
king of Juda, 315 ; X)rit st. 316 ; one 
of the three children, 470. 

Azota«, the aik at, 190. 

Baal, Elias, and the prophets of, 277; 
Jehu and the priests of, 308. 

Baana murders laboseth, 227. 

Baasa, king of Israel (note), 272. 

Babel, building of the tower of, 12. 

Biibvlon, Juda captive in, 337 ; Cyrus 
takes, 484. 

Bacchides defeats Judas Machabeus, 
640. 

Bahurim, David cursed by Semei at, 
237. 

Bala, children of, 42. 

Balaam, history of, 128. 

Balac, king of Moab, 128. 

Baldad, one of Job's friends, 63. 

Baltassar*s feast, 482. 

Banaias, son of Joiada, 245. 

Bitptist, St. John, prophecies concern- 
ing, 422, 514, 516. 

Baiao defeats Sisara, 161. 

Baruch sent by Jeremias, 441; pro- 
phecy of, 456. 

Bathuel, son of Nachor, 29. 

Beelphegur, idol, 133. 

Beelzebub, god of Accaron, 288. 

Benadad, king of Syria, 273. 

Benjamin, birth of, 41 ; brought to 
Joseph, 52 ; territory of the tribe 
of (map), 144. 

Benoni (see Benjamin). 

Berodach Baladan, king of Bab j Ion, 
328. 

Bersabeo, Abraham dwells at, 27. 

Berzellai and king David, 240. 

Bethel, Jacob at, 36 ; Jeroboam sets 
up a golden calf at, 263. 

Bethlehem, prophecy concerning, 432. 

Bethoron, Lysias defeated at. 535. 

Bethsabee, wife of Uria', 232; mo- 
ther of Solomon, 235 ; follows the 
AdFi'ce of Nathan, 244. \ 
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Brethren, death of the seven, 525. 
Burnt-offerings, 105. 
Bush, the burning, 71. 
Cades, spies sent from, 118. 
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Caleb sent as a spy, 118. 
Calf, the golden, 99. 
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beam, 263. 
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tribes (map), 144. 
Canticle of Canticles, 377. 
Captivity of the ten tribes, 320; of 

Juda, 337. 
Cariathiarim, the ark at, 193. 
Carith, Elias at the torrent of, 275. 
Carmel, Elias and the prophets at, 

277. 
Cedmonitcs, 17. 
Cedron, brook, 236. 
Cenez, father of Otboniel, 159. 
Cenezites, 17. 

Ceremonial law (note), 103, 
Cerethi, 236. 

Chaldeans, prophecy concerning, 435. . 
Cham, son of Noe, 8. 
Cbamos, idol, 260. 
Chclion, son of Noemi, 179. 
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Christ, birth of, prophesied, 355, 3(w, 

420, 496 ; passion of, 357, 363. 425, 

497 '.ascension of, 3.59; office of, 424, 
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490. 
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of, 417, 431 ; Isaias* vision of, 421; 

the new Jerusalem, 427. 
Chusan Basathaim, Othoniel defeats, 

159. 
Cineans, 17. 
Cinites, B!daam*s prophecy concern* 

ing, 133. 
Circumcision instituted, 19 and note; 

reestablished, 149. 
Cis, father of Saul, 198. 
Cison, the brook, 143. 
Commandments, ten, 96 and note. 
Core, rebellion of, 122. 
Covenant with Noe, 11 ; with Abr»» 

ham, 19 ; with Moses, 96, 98 (note). 
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Elijah (see Ellas). 

Elimelech, husband of Noemi, 179. 

Eliphaz, Job's friend, 63. 

Elisama, priest, 274. 

Eliseus, call of, 280 ; succeeds EUas, 

289 ; at Jeiicbo, 291 ; mii acles of, 

293-298; at Dothan. 299; and 

Hazael, 302; death of, 315. 
Emmaus, victory of Machabeus at, 

633. 
Enac, the sons of, 118. 
Endor, Saul consults the witch of, 

222. 
Ephod, the (note), 108. 
Ephraim, son of Joseph, 48 ; territory 

of the tribe of (map), 144. 
Ephrata, Rachel buried at, 42. 
Ephron sells the cave to Abraham, 

27. 
Esau sells his birthright, 32 ; mariies 

Maheleth, daughter of Ismael. 35 ; 

meets Jacob, .^. 
Escol joins Abraham, 16. 
Esdras, book of, 490 ; governs the 

people (note), 495. 
Esther, book of, 499 ; made qupen, 

501 ; Mardochai's message to. 503 ; 

intercedes for the people, 506. 
Etham, Israelites at, 88. 
Ethbaal, father of Jezabel, 274. 
Ethiopians defeated by Asa, 271. 
Euphrates, river of Paradise, 4^ 
Eve, creation and sin of, 4. 
Evi, king of Madian, 135. 
Evilmerodach, king of Babylon (note), 

482. 
Excelsa, high places (note), 19). 
Exo ius, the book of, 69. 
Expiation, day of (note), 107. 
Ezecbias, king of Juda, 3*20 ; prayer 

of, 326 ; sickness of. 328. 
Ezekiel, prophecy of, 460 ; sent to the 

captives, 462. 
Fall, the, 5. 
Famine in Egypt, 49. 
Feasts of the old law, 1061 
Frogs, the plague of, 78. 
Gabaa, Jonathan's victory at, 200. 
Gabaonites deceive Josue (note), 153. 
Gabelus, Tobias sent to, 346. 
Gabriel the archangel, 488. 
Gad, son of Zelpha, 42; teriitoryof 

the tribe of (map), 144; prophet 

sent to David, 241. 
Galaad, father of Jephte, 169. 
Galgal, Israel encamps in, 148. 
Galilee, sea of, 143. 
Garizim, templo on mount, 523. 
Gaza, Samson at, 177. 
Gudeon, judge, 162 ; victory of, 164, 
Gelboe, Saul ftl«.m otltjv'^>xvi\.^*2JIV 
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Genesis, book of, 1. 

Grontfa, Abrabam in, 23. 

Geigesites, 17. 

Ciershom, son of Moses, 71> 

Cretsen given to Israelites, 57. 

Gethites foUoir David, 236. 

Giesi, servant of Eliseus, pnnisbed, 

298. 
Godhead, plurality of persons intbe^3. 
Goliath slain by David, 217. 
Gomorrha destroyed by fire, 21. 
Gorgias, 634. 

Greek kings, Jews under (note), 616. 
Habacuc, prophecy of, 435. 
Hadriel marries Merob. 218. 
Eai, Israelites repulsed at, 152. 
Hanani the prophet and king Asa, 

273. 
Haran, Abraham leaves, 13. 
Haseroth, Mary punished at, 117. 
Hazael and Eliseus, 302. 
Hebron, Sara dies at, 27; spies at, 

118 ; David reigns at, 226. 
Helcias, high priest, 332. 
Heli, high priest and judge, 184 ; the 

sons of, 186 ; death of, 190. 
Heliodorus punished, 619. 
Herod the Great, 641. 
Hethites, 17. 
Hevites, 137. 

Hiel rebuilds Jericho, 274. 
High places (note), 199. 
Hiram, kiog of Tyre, 250. 
Hoba, defeat of the liings at, 16i 
Holda the prophetess, 333. 
Holocausts, 105. 
Holof ernes slain by Judith, 339. 
Holy of Holies, 105. 
Hor, mount, Aaron dies there, 127. 
Horeb, mount, Moses called at, 71 ; 

Elias at, 279. 
Horma, Canaanites defeated at, 127. 
Hur holds up Moses* hands, 94. 
Hus, the land of, 61. 
Hyrcanus, John, succeeds Simon, 540. 
Idolatry, the Israelites fall into, 157. 
Iduma-ans, defeat of, 539. 
Incense, altar of, 104. 
Isaac born, 25 ; offered to God, 26 ; 

marries Kebecca, 31 ; blesses Jacob, 

34 ; death of, 42. 
Isaias and kin;^ Ezechias, 325 ; pro- 
phecy of, 415 ; message to Achaz, 

419. 
Isbosetb, murder of, 226. 
Ismael, son of Agar, 18 ; exiled, 25. 
Ismaelites, Joseph sold to, 4.3. 
Isimel (see Jacob); kings of, 190 ; capti* 

vity of, 320 ; kingdom of (note), 322. 
Israelites in Egypt, 57 ; oppressed, 

69 f oroM the Ked Sea, S9 *» d«U\ei- 



uiee of, ft figure (note), 90; a 

mount Sinai, 94 ; punished f oi 

idolatry, 100 ; murmnrings of, 115 

rebel, 119 ; bitten by serpents, 128 

•in with Moabltes, 133 ; enter ths 

promised land, 147. 
Istaohar, son of lia, 42 ; territory ci 

the tribe of (map), 144. 
Ithamar, son of Aaron, 111« 
Jabes Galaad, 202. 
Jabin, king of Asor, 161. 
Jaboc, ford of, 39. 
Jacob, son of Bebeoca, 31 ; deceives 

Isaac, 33; vision at Bethel, 35; 

wrestles with the angel, 39 ; sons 

of, 42 ; goes down to Egypt, 66 ; 

blesses his children and dies, 69. 
Jahaziel the Levite, 286. 
Jahel slays Sisara, 161. 
Jair, jadge, 168. 
Japhetb, son of Noe, 8. 
Japhia, king of Lachis, 153. 
Jebusites defeated by David, 228. 
Jehu, son of Hanani, 285. 
Jehu, king of Israel, 304; destroys 

the house of Achab, 306. 
Jephone, father of Caleb, 119. 
Jephte, judge, 169 ; vow of (note)^ 

170. 
Jeremias, prophecy of, 436 ; prophe- 

sies the captivity, 443 ; letter to 

the captives, 444 ; imprisoned, 450 ; 

Lamentations of, 454. 
Jericho, spies sent to, 145 ; taking of, 

150 ; rebuilt by Hiel, 274. 
Jerobaal (see Gedeon). 
Jeroboam, king of Israel, and Ahias, 

260 ; idolatiy of, 263 ; message to, 

269. 
Jerusalem, David takes, 227 ; capital 

of Juda, 266 ; taken by Nabucho- 

donosor, 338 ; rebuilt by Nehemias, 

511 ; taken by Antiochus, 620. 
Jescha, daughter of Aran, 13. 
Jesse, father of David, 2l!2. 
Jessui, son of Saul, 209. 
Jethro, father-in-law of Moses (note), 

94. 
Jews under the Persians and Greeks, 

616 ; under the Romans, 541. 
Jezabel marries Achab, 274; and 

Naboth, 280; death of, 306. 
Jezrahel, 279. 
Joab besieges Babba, 232; kills 

Absalom, 238. 
Joachaz, son of Jehu, 314; king of 

Juda, 335. 
Joachin, king of Juda, 336. 
Joakim, king of Juda, 335. 
Joas, kiuf; of Juda, restores tbe 

temple, 311 ; king of Israel, 314. 
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Joatham, king of Jada, 317. 

Job, history of, 01. 

Joel, son of Samuel, 197; prophecy of, 

412. 
John Hyrcanus, 540. 
Juiada, the high priest, kills Atbalia, 
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Jonadab, son of Rechab, 307. 
Jonah, prophecy of, 407 ; cast into 

the sea, 408. 
Jonathan, success of, 206 ; loves 

David, 217; death of, 224 ; brother 

of Machabeus, 540. 
Joppe, Jonah at, 407. 
Joram, king of Israel, 291 ; slain by 

Jehu, 305; king of Juda, 293; 

death of, 303. 
Jordan, the river, 143; passage of 

the, 14G. 
Josaba saves Joas, 309. 
Josaphat, king of Juda, 273 ; and 

Achab, 282 ; deliverance of, 286 ; 

and Joram, 292. 
Joseph, son of Rachel, dreams of, 42; 

in prison, 45 ; interprets Pharao's 

dreams, 47 ; his treatment of his 

brethren, 49 ; meets his father 

Jacob, 56 ; death of, 61. 
Josias, king of Juda, 331 ; destroys 

the idols, 334. 
Josue defeats the Amalekites, 94 ; 

sent as a spy, 119 ; succeeds Moses, 

134 ; crosses the Jordan, 146 ; 

miracle of, 154 ; death of, 157. 
J' sae, high priest, 491. 
Juda, son of Lia, 42 ; ten'itory of the 

tribe of (map), 144 ; kings of, 196 ; 

captivity of, 337. 
Judas Machabeus defeats Seron, 531; 

defeatsNicanor, 531 ; dedicates the 

temple, 536 ; death of, 540. 
Judges, book of, 157 ; twelve, chrono- 
logy of, 68. 
.Tiidith, book of, 339; prayer of, 341, 
JCeuitts, descendants of Jethro, 210. 
Kir.g, people desire a, 197. 
Kings of Juda and Israel, 196 ; of 

Persia, 490. 
Kings, books of, 195. 
Kishon, brook, 143. 
Laban, Jacob serves, 37. 
Lacbis, /Vmasias slain at, 315. 
Lamb, the Paschal, 85. 
Lamentations of Jereroias, 454. 
Land, promised, Israelites enter, 147. 
Lapidoth, husband of Debbora, 160. 
Laver, brazen, 105. 
Law, givinfi: of the, 96 ; division of 

(note), 103; book of the, 332; of 

Nazarites (note), 172. 
Lechi, Samson at, 176. 



Leprosy, Mary stiuok with, 118. 
Levi, son of Lia, 42 ; territory ol 

the tribe of (map), 144. 
Levites, 111. 
Leviticus, book of, 107. 
Lia marries Jacob, 37 ; children of, 42!* 
Lot, son of Aran, with Abraham, 13; 

dwells at Sodom, 15 ; rescued by 

Abraham, 16 ; delivered by the 

angels, 22 ; fate of the wife of, 23. 
Lots, feast of, 107; origin of the 

feast, 502. 
Maacha, mother of Asa, 272. 
Maceda, the five kings in the cave of, 

154. 
Machabees, boolts of, 517 ; Jew* 

under, 539. 
Machabeus, Judas (see Judas). 
IMachir, son of Manasses, 61. 
Machmas, Philistines encamp at, 205. 
Madian (note), 71. 
Madianites, descendants of Ismael 

(note), 44 ; destruction of, 134. 
Magala, Goliath at, 215. 
Mageddo, Josias slain at, 335. 
Mahalon, son of Noemi, 179. 
Mahanaim, Jacob meets the angels at, 

38. 
Mabeleth marries Esau, 35. 
Malachias, prophecy of, 513; his pro** 

phecy of the JHoly Eucharist, 514. 
Mambre. See Hebron. 
Mambre joins Abrabam, 16. 
Manasses, son of Joseph, born, 48; 

territory of the tribe (map), 144 j 

king of Juda, 329. 
Manna, Israelites fed with, 92: tvp© 

of the Blessed Sacrament (note), 

93 ; ceases, 149. 
Manue, father of Samson, 172. 
Mara, waters of, 90. 
Mardochai, uncle of Esther, 500 ; his 

message to Esther, 503; is exalted, 

505. 
Marriage instituted, 5. 
Mary, sister of Moses, sings a canti- 
cle, 90; punished by God, 117; 

death of, 125. 
Masa, rock struck at, 94. 
Maspbath, Samuel at, 193. 
Mathathias, father of the Machabees, 

528; bis zeal for God, 529; death 

of, 530. 
Meat-offering, 105. 
Medad prophesies, 116. 
Medes take Babylon, 484. 
Melchisedech, sacrifice of , 16. 
Melchisua, son of Saul, 209. 
Melsha marries Nachor. 13. 
Mephiboseth, son of Jonathan .« <^'*^ 



US 



INDEX, 



Meroj-ieat, 105. 

Merib% rook stmok At, 94. 

Merob, daughter of Saul. 209. 

Ifesa, kiog of Moab, 291. 

Hesopotamia, Jacob sent to, 35. 

Hioheas* message to Aobab, 28^^. 

llicheas, prophecy of, 4.'U. 

lliohol marries David, 218. 

Hiaael, one of the three ohildren, 
470. 

ISoabitei, the people sin with, 133 ; 
slaughter of, by Aod, 159. 

Holoch worshipped by Solomon, 259. 

Moriah, Abraham's trial on mount, 
26. 

Hoses, birth of, 70; the bumiog bush, 
71 ; returns to Egypt, 74; divides the 
Bed Sea, 89 ; strikes the rock, 93 ; 
on mount Sinai, 101 ; consecrates 
'Aaron, 108; numbers the people, 
110 ; sends out spies, 118 ; sin of, 
125 ; appoints Josue nis successor, 
134; piophecy of, 141; death of, 
142. 

Naaman the leper, 29G. 

Naas the Ammonite, 204. 

Nabajoth, daughter of Ismael, 35. 

Nabal, husband of Abigail, 226. 

Naboth slain by Jezabel, 280. 

Nabuchodonosor takes Jerusalem 
(note), 336 ; dreams of, 471, 479 ; 
and the three children, 474 ; hum- 
bled, 482. 

Naohor, son of Thare, marries Mel- 
8ha,13. 

Nadab, son of Aaron, death of, 110 ; 
king of Israel (note), 272. 

Nahum, prophecy of, 433. 

Kajoth, David dwells in, 220. 

Nathan, prophet, sent to David, 231 ; 
reproves David for his sin, 233; 
his advice to Bethsabee, 244. 

Nazarites, law of the, 172. 

Nebo, Moses dies on mount, 142. 

Nechao, Pharao, invades Juda, 334. 

Nehemias, book of, 508 ; sent to Je- 
rusalem, 509 ; rebuilds the city, 
511. 

T^ephtali, son of Bala, 42 ; territory 
of tribe (map), 144. 

Nicanor defeated by Maohabeus, 534. 

Nineve, Jonah sent to, 407 ; penance 
of, 409. 

Noe builds the ark, 8 ; sacrifice of, 
11. 

Koemi, wife of Elimelech, 179. 

Kohestan, 320. 

Numbers, book of, 110. 

Nun, father of Josue, 119. 

Obadhdi (see Abdias). 
Obcd, Mon of Kuth, 183. 



Obededom, ark in the house of, 229« 
Ochozias, king of Israel, 285 ; death 

of, 288 ; king of Juda, 303 ; death 

of, 306. 
Oded. the prophet, 318. 
Offerings, 105. 
Og, 145. 

Oham, king of Hebron, 153. 
Ohias prays for Heliodorus, 519. 
Ophni, son of Heli, 186. 
Osee, king of Israel, 320 ; prophecy 

of, 414. 
Othoniel, judge, 159. 
Oza punished for irreverence, 229. 
Ozias, king of Juda, 315. 
Palestine, geography of, 143. 
Paradise, garden of, 4. 
Passover, institution of, 85 ; the se« 

cond, 114. 
Patriarchs, 1. 
Peace-offering, 105. 
Pentateuch, 1. 
Pentecost, feast of, 106. 
Persia, kings of, 490; Jews under the 

empire of, 516. 
Phaoee, king of Israel, 318. 
Phanuel, Jacob wrestles with the 

angel at, 39. 
Phara, Gedeon's servant, 165. 
Pharam, king of Jerimoth, 153. 
Pharan, the wilderness of, 114. 
Pharao deceived by Abraham, 14 ; 

dreams of, 46 ; oppresses Israelites, 

69 ; Moses sent to, 72 ; pursues the 

Hebrews, 89. 
Pharao Nechao invades Juda, 334. 
Pharphar, river of Damascus, 297. 
Phasga, Moses views promised land 

from, 142. 
Phelethi, 236. 

Phenenna, wife of Elcana, 184. 
Phihahiroth, 88. 
Philistines, land of, 143 ; and Samson, 

174 ; take the ark, 189 ; defeated 

by Jonathan, 206. 
Phinees, son of Eleazar, zeal of, 133 ', 

son of Heli, 185. 
Phithom built by Israelites, 69. 
Phogor, 132. 
Phua, midwife, 69. 
Plagues, the ten, 77-84. 
Pompey takes Jerusalem, 540. 
Prayer of Solomon, 253 ; of Ezechias, 

326 ; of Judith, 341 ; of Daniel, 

487 ; of Nehemias, 509. 
Priests, family of Aaron appointed, 

107. 
Promised land, description of, 143; 

Israelites enter, 147 ; divided, 155. 
Prophecy of Isaias, 415; Jeremias,. 
\ \m \ YaA^\^, \<^ % DuLlel, 469. 
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Prophecy of Jonah, 407 ; Amoi, 410 ; 

Joel, 412 ; Osee, 414 ; Micheas, 

431 ; Nahum, 433 ; Sophonias, 434 ; 

HabacQC, 435; Barucb, 45G; Ab- 

dias, 468 ; Aggeus, 495; Zacharias, 

497; Malachias, 513, 
Prophets, writings of the, 351-353. 
Prophet, Balaam, 130; Samuel, 185; 

Nathan, 231; Gad, 241; Ahias, 

260 ; of Bethel, 263 ; Senieias, 267 ; 

-Azarias, 271 ; Hanani, 273; Elias, 

275 ; Eliseus, 280 ; Micheas, 283 ; 

Eliezer, 288 ; Obed, 318. 
Proverba, book of, 378. 
Psahns, book of, 354. 
Ptolemy defeated by Antiochus, 520; 

aon-inlaw of Simon, 640. 
Purim, origin of the feast, 602. 
Putiphar, Joseph sold to, 44 ; high 

priest of Heliopolis, 48. 
Quails, the, 117. 
Babba, Joab besieges, 232. 
Babshakeh sent to Ezechias, 324. 
Bachel marries Jacob, 37 ; children 

of, 42. 
Eages, Tobias sent to, 346. 
Eaguel, father-in-law of Moses, 94. 
Bahab conceals the spies, 145. 
Bam a, Baasa fortifies, 272. 
Bamatha, Samuel born at, 185. 
Bamesses given to Jacob, 57 ; built 

by Israelites, 69. 
Bamoth Galaad, Achab slain at, 285. 
Baphael, angel, and Tobias, 346. 
Baphaim, the, 17. 
Baphidim, Josue defeats the Amalc- 

kites at, 94. 
Basin, king of Sjrla, defeats Achaz, 

318. 
Bebe, plain by Phinees, 135. 
Bebecca, daughter of Bathuel, 29 ; 

marries Isaac, 31 ; her deceit, 33. 
Becem slain by Phinees, 135. 
Bechab murders Isboseth, 227. 
Bed Sea, passage of the, 89. 
Bivers of Paradise, 4. 
Boboam, ten tribes revolt from, 262 ; 

reign of, 266. 
Bod of Moses, 73 ; of Aaron blossoms, 

125. 
Bomans, Jews under the, 541. 
Buben, son of Lia, 42 ; saves Joseph, 

43 ; territory of the tribe (map), 144. 
Buth, book of, 179; marries Booz, 

183. 
Saba, the queen of, visits Solomon, 

257. 
Sabarim, 152. 
Sabeans, 62. 
Sabbath institnteci, 3 ; punishment 

for breaking, 122. 



I 



Sacrifice, first, G ; of Noe, 11 ; of Abra-^ 
ham, 26 ; of Aaron, 108. 

Sacrifices of the old law, 105. 

Sadoc the priest meets David, 236. 

Salathiel, father of Zorobabel, 491. 

Salem, Melchisedech king of, 16;. 
Jacob erects an altar at, 40. 

Salmanasar, king of Assyria, 320. 

Samaria, built by Amri (note), 272 ; 
siege and deliverance of, 300 ; taken 
by Salmanasar, 320. 

Samaritans, 323, 492. 

Samgar, judge, 160. 

Samson, judge, son of Manue, 172 ; 
attacks the Philistines, 176 ; death 
of, 178. 

Samuel, birth of, 185 ; called by God, 
188 ; at Masphath, 193 ; anoints 
Saul, 200 ; rebukes Saul, 205 ; slays 
Agag, 210; anoints David, 212; 
death of, 220 ; appears to Saul, 222. 

Sanaballat opposes Nehemias, 51 1. 

Sarai, wife of Abraham, 13 ; perse- 
cutes Agar, 18 ; promise of a child 
to, 20; death of, 27. 

Sarephta, Elias, and widow of, 275. 

Sarthan, 147. 

Satan tempts Eve, 5 ; afflicts Job, 62. 

Saul, son of Cis, meets Samuel, 198 ; 
anointed king, 200; his first sin, 
205 ; rash oath, 208 ; spares Agag, 
210 ; seeks to kill David, 219 ; con- 
sults the witch of Endor, 222; 
death of, 224. 

Saviour, first promise of a, 6. 

Sebia, mother of king Joas, 311. 

Sedccias, false prophet, 283 ; last king 
of Juda, 337 ; message to, 451. 

Segor saved by Lot's prayer, 23. 

Sehon, king, 145. 

Seir, Esau dwells at, 40. 

Seirath, Aod at, 160. 

Seleucus, son of Antiochus, 517. 

Sem, son of Noe, 8. 

Semei curses David, 237. 

Semeias, prophet, 267. 

Sennacherib attacks Juda, 323; his 
army destroyed, 327. 

Sennim, valley of, 161. 

Sephata, Ethiopians defeated at, 271. 

Sephor, Balac son of, 128. 

Sephora, midwife, 69 ; wife of Moses,- 
71 ; brought by her father to Moses, 
94. 

Seron defeated by Maohabeus, 531. 

Serpent tempts Eve, 5 ; the brazen, 
128 ; destroyed byEzechias, 320. 

ScBao, king of Egypt, 266. 

Seth, descendants of, 7. 

Setim., «p\ea u^Ti\i itotELA^" 

Seventy, coxjcasSi ol, WS>. 
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Shekel, vitlae of (note), 27. 
Showbread, table of, 104. 
Siceleg, David, at, 225. 
Sicbem, Joaae at, 157 ; capital of 

Israel, 263. 
Silo, tabernacle let up in, 155. 
Simeon, ton of L^a, 42 ; kept by Jo- 
seph, 50 ; territory of the tribe 

(map), 144. 
Simon quarrels with Onias, 517 ; son 

of Mathathias, 540. 
Sin-offering, 105. 
Sinai, giving of the law on, 96. 
Sion, the ci^ of David, 228. 
Sisara slain by Jahel, ICl. 
Sobna the scribe, 325. 
Socoth, Jacob at, 40. 
Sodom destroyed, 21. 
Solomon, birth of, 235; anointed 

king, 245 : judgment, 248 ; builds 

the temple, 250; prayer of, 253; 

falls into idolatry, 259. 
Sophar, Job*s frienc^ 03. 
Sophonias, prophecy of, 434. 
Spies sent by Moses, 118; sent to 

Jericho, 145. 
Stharbuzanai, 493. 
Sonamitess, Eliseus restores her son 

to the, 294. 
Susa, 499. 

Syrians lay siege to Samaria, 300. 
Taberah, punishment of the Israelites 

at, 115. 
Tabernacle, account of the, 104 ; set 

up in Silo, 155. 
Tabernacles, feast of, 107. 
Tables of stone, 101. 
Tartessus, 407. 
Temple, David prepares to build the, 

230; preparation for building, 242 ; 

built by Solomon, 251 ; repaired by 

Joas, 311 : rebuilt, 491 : dedication 

of, 536. 



' Ten commandments, 96. 
Ten tribes revolt, 262. 
Thamnathsare, Josue buriecl at, 157. 
Thare^ father of Abraham, 13. 
Tharsis, Jonah flees to, 407. 
Thathanai, 493. 

Thebes, Abimelech killed at, 168. 
Theglathphalasar, king of Assyria, 

319. 
Thola^ jadge, 168. 
Tob, Jephte in the land of, 169. 
Tobias, book of, 342 ; resignation of, 

•344 ; sends his son to Rages, 3-16. 
TongueF, confusion of, 12. 
Tribes, Palestine divided among the, 

144 ; revolt of the ten, 262. 
Trumpets, feast of, 107. 
Ur of the Chaldees, Abraham born 

there, 13. 
TJrias, murder of, 232 ; priest, 319. 
Urim and Thummim, 108. 
Vail of temple, 105. 
Yasthi, queen, 499. 
Vow of Jephte, 170 and note. 
Wandering of the people in the desert, 

120. 
Water given from the rock, 93. 
Weeks, feast of, 106. 
World, creation of the, 2. 
Zabulon, son of Lia, 42; territory of 

the tribe (map), 144. 
Zacharias slain by Joas, 312 ; pro- 
phecy of, 497. 
Zambri, orZimri, king of Israel(note), 

272. 
Zara the Ethiopian defeated by Asa, 

271. 
Zcchri kills Maasias, 318. 
Zedekiah (see Sedecias). 
Zelpha, Lia*s handmaid, children c f, 

42. 
Zorobabel rebuilds the temple, 491 



THE END. 
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